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Introduction

Welcome to That Was A Bit Ment&lolume 2, he second ebook compilation of reviews
from my awardrepelling film review website.

Many thanks to you for purchasing this lengthy tome, unless you managed to blag a free
copy somehow: in which case, well done on dodging the measly £1.50 admission fee.

For those not in the know and blindurchasing this because you saw a blood splatter on the
cover and thought it'd be edgy, That Was A Bit Mental is a website dedicated to reviews of
odd movies.

Mainly (but not exclusively) dealing with horror movies, thigeria for eligibility on That

Was A Bit Mental has widened over the years. The general rule is that the film must have
the ability to potentially make someone turn to their companion as the credits roll and say
GoSttx GKFIG gl a +F oAl YSydaltéo

In short,as long as it isn't a romantic comedy, chances are it's eligible for inclusion.

Enclosed in these electronic pages, then, are 99 of the finest reviews from my site,
presented in a 'director's cut' format. Typos have been fixed, shit jokes have beeneplac
with microscopically less shit ones, confusing paragraphs have been cleaned up and
shameless Amazon links to DVDs andrByis have been punted.

In short, they're basically how | should have written them in the first place. Ah well.

Ghyteée (pPLNEBSABY&Rdz g Af d G.dzi GKS flFad So221
£1.50 for this, you're screwing me out of a penny and a half's worth of content! A pox on
e2dzNJ I YA & b€

Pox thee not, dear reader, because there is indeed a hundredth article tackay at the
back of this ebook that's better than any standard review: my alternative script for Twilight.

Originally intended as a relatively short, shameless attempt to get site traffic from-teeny
boppers, it evolved as | wrote it and ended up becontireglongest article on That Was A
Bit Mental. It's probably my favourite, too.

Enough of these pesky formalities, however. It's time for you to read a big load of reviews of
films, most of which you probably haven't seen and are likely to never wakbtoevery
AlienandBlair Witch Projecyou’ll find in this book, expect to find teé®laughter High and

Please Don't Eat My Mother

Whether you're of the opinion that | watch all this shite so you don't have to, or that | watch
all this shite so you'rbetter informed as to which is good shite and which is just shite shite,
| hope you find this ebook useful and entertaining.



Massive thanks again for reading.

Chris Scullion
December 2014



Alice Sweet Alice (1976)

Director: Alfred Sole

Starring:Paub Sheppard, Linda Miller, Niles McMaster, Mildred Clinton, Brooke Shields
Also known as: Communion (original title), Holy Terror {release title)

dMaybe you are afraid that God will send St. Michael to take another of your loved ones.

When St. Michagbok my little girl, | only thought of how cruel God véas.

LiQa 3ISySNrffte | o6AdG 2F | (GFro22 Ay TFAEY G2 C
filmmakers are wary of killing a kid in a mogié K I i Qa O NXauiinays@wotkk S f Ay S
the otherway too.

CKIFGQa gKé Ai0Qa8 RAFTFAOdAzZ G G2 O2YS dzZL)J gAGK |
which feature a scene in which a child murders someglse

Alice Sweet Alick & gfr@idof eithertaboo. Not only does it include a child beintidd
mere minutes into its runtime, its entire plot also revolves around the notion that another
child may be killing people.

Thelatter child in question is the titular Alice, a badighaved 1year2 f R IANI K2 Qa
constantly winding up and bullying hgounger sister Karen (played by a young Brooke
Shields).

KSNJﬁlR 2dzi 27T

2 A0K KSNJ LI NByda RAG2NDODSR | yR
K KSNJ aAaGSNJ 2NJ KSNJ Y

Aay Qi 3ASHaGAy3a Fi2y3a gAd
seriously out otontrol.

It all kicks off at the local chapel, where Karen is set to get her first holy communion along
with a bunch of other girls her age (the film was originally knowG@®muniorbefore it
was rebranded a couple of years later following Brooke Bied NJ LJAR NAR asS G2 ¥

While waiting in a back room before entering the church, Karen is grabbed by a masked
assailant wearing a yellow raincoat.

GKSYZ gAGK KSNJ

{KSQ4 OoNHzilfte &dGNIy3f SR
A i K Y YAydziSa Ayidz |

Ly
with a candleKilling a 9ear2 f R 1S -0 0

() ;U‘

I FGSNI YIFNByQa RSIFOKXEZ (KS ljdzSadAz2y 2F gK2 1 Af
G2 G2y (2 KSfLI FTAYR KSddhdldathésdIN@movesinmR S NS NE
help her mum.

Before long a number of other dodgy incidents take place and it quickly becomes apparent
that Alice may be the guilty party.



b2 2yté R2 ¢S Oldatte &aSS KSNI {Aft 2yS 27F
mysteriously stabed in the hallway by the masked, raincoated killer shortly after we see
Alice putting on that very outfit.

dzi ddzNBf e GKFEGQa (22 200A2dzaK 2Keée Aa !'fAOS
K2alLAaltz FRFEYFYyd &KS RA R&institiiénIor evdlustipn, 8 KSQa
R2Sa ' fA0SQa tAS RSGSOG2NI 1Sal aKz2¢g akKSQa GS
Y2ald tA1Ste AayQiK DIFEKZ Yé RStEAOFGS O6NIAYaD

bl GdzNF tfex LQY y20 aLRAfAYy3I AKAGP ypudef f KI ¢
that, becauseilice Sweet Alideas a curious atmosphere to it that sets it apart from most
Qrna K2NNERNAO®

Indeed, it feels more like an Italian giallo film, withviisodunit plot and elaborate, almost
lovingly-constructed murders.

LiQa of trang peFatmahces, particularly from Paula Sheppard and Linda Miller as
Alice and her mum.

Both work fantastically together, with Sheppard excelling as a young girl growing ever colder
G26F NRa KSNJ Y2UKSNE ¢gK2Qa dnfydeNghtErsifeRaskeiK SQa f 2

LG R2Sa KIFI@S AdGa lyyzeAy3d Y2YSydadghad FGSNI GKS
stellar performance and parhumbly, partscreamy dialogue means a number of key plot

points (specifically the alinportant motive) carbe easily missed| had to look it up on

IMDDb later because | had no fucking clue what they were saying.

LGQA ¢2NIK aGAO1AYy3 6AGK RSALIAGS GKAAZI K25SC
its final little shock twist is one of the finerwS a dza / KNA & Gé¢ Y2YSyida &2 dz
is just as well because it takes place in a church. Get it watched, then.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Alice Sweet Alicis only available on DVD at the moment. UK readers will want to get th
NEOSyife NBtSIFaSR yy CAfyYa OSNEA2YS 6KAOK Yl
form on DVD in the UK (previous releases have cut out a few seconds of animal cruelty in
GKAOK | OFG Aa &agdzyd G a2YS2ySoo LIQa Ffaz

INtKKS | {2 GKS 2yté& 5+5 @SNEA2Z2Y OdzZNNBydate Ay LI
includes the same commentary.

Bits and pieces

wHave a look online for the neelease trailer oRAlice Sweet Alic® see sneakiness at its

best. The film was reeleased &er Brooke Shields became famous and though she's only in
the film for the first ten minutes, the trailer implies she's the star. Cheeky bastards.



wPaula Sheppard, who played Alice, was actually 19 years old during filming even though
she was playing d2-yearold. Oddly, despite putting in a decent performance, she only
starred in one other movieodd scifi comedyLiquid Sky before quitting acting.



Alien (19 79)

Director: Ridley Scott

Starring:Sigourney Weaver, John Hurt, lan Holm, Tom SkerHidyry Dean Stanton,
Yaphet Kotto, Veronica Cartwright

@ SQff Y20S Ay LIANBR® 2SQff 32 adSL)I oe aidsSL) |
S KIS AG O2NYySNBR® ! yR GKSYy ¢SQff of2g¢ Al
youz

It speaks olumes ofAlierl & Y I a0 SNFdzZ O2yaidNHzZOGA2Yy GKFG op
still one of the most effective séifhorror hybrids ever made. While many gcfilms of its

SN} 221 RIGSR 0S@2yR 0StAST (AGaiCstilRolodaz ! f A
AGad 26y OFYR dzadzZftfte O02YSa 2dzi 2y G2LW | Y2y 3

It tells the story of the Nostromo, a mining ship that intercepts a strange SOS signal from a
nearby planet. Waking from hypersleep, the crew of the Nostromo tanthe planet to
investigate. There they find a deadly parasite that infects a crew member and uses his body
as a host to infiltrate the ship, at which point it begins systematically killing the rest of the
crew.

The key toAlierQa & O NB HICRUi20NJ aA 30 f vhawisRitNshdyles by shdviling 0 K S
as little of the monster as possible, Scott has the viewer filling in the blanks themselves,
adding what personally scares them and making something much worse than could ever
possibly be shown eacreen.

2 KSy GKS 'ftASy Aa S@Syiddatfte NBEOSFHtE SR K28S0S
Giger that his creation is still terrifying in full view. Its long head and extending teeth are as
close to a killer penis as you can get, and as the cremipers are offed one by one and the
FAfYQa KSNRAYS Aa atz2zgfte NBOSIHESR G2 0SS w
LJAeOK2ft23Aa0a Ay (KS | dZRASYyOS FSOSNRAKTE &
their mental notebooks.

J
N

Qx>+
O -

¢ KS& QNB NRAndnd jou. Tislséxualishb¥es is rifediers YR A GQa oKIF G Y
a2 ONBSLR O 2 KA f-KeadedAlizd @ith its®@ending kn6b moEh®imping
subconscious fears witlyilly into the minds of the female half of the audience, the little

Facehugger parasites are working on the male half.

The Facehuggers turn the tables on gender equdli#yng as delicate with my descriptions

Fa Ll2aarofsSy AGQa GKS Sipet dndersidd, DS impeEgmBNE 6 A U
the male human, droppigpits seed down his throat and letting him incubate the baby Alien

Ay KAa OKSad dzyaat AdQa GAYS (G2 3IAGBS O606ANILK A

LYRSSRZ A0Qa (GKA& U/ KS&idodz2NBE (ASeNHartiaforghg S G K
reasons given ab@but mainly for the way it comes out of nowhere. Legend has it the rest



2T UKS OlFrad ¢SNByQl (2fR gKFG ¢la 3I2Ay3a (G2 K
into a seizure and convulsing, being pinned to the table and a huge lump blasting asit of h
chest were genuine.

Alienis a classic because it takes a minimalist approach to horror. Everything leading up to

the last 15 minutes (at which point shit goes down) takes place at a very slow pace, setting

an atmosphere as it goes and using that afoemtionedJawstrick to make sure the viewer
0S02YSa AYONBlFaAy3adfte dzyaSiaidt SR LYRBESRZ AlGQa
released in 2008 is shorter than the Theatrical Cut, as Scott decided to remove more shots

of the Alien (mostly the ungd @A Yy OAYy 3 aGYly Ay | adzidé 2ySao i
and mysterious.

So,Alien then. A sefi film about men getting pregnant and women being scared by big
cockheaded space monsters. On paper it sounds like it should be a load of shite (egpeciall
GKSY A0Qa RSAONAROSR Ay adzOK | FI OSGA2dza o1 &
greatest horror films ever madeat separate times atmospheric and energetic, subtle and
shocking, unsettling and terrifying.

Oh, and its trailer is amazing too
Fiveout of five

How to seeit

There are umpteen ways to sédien. You can eitheget the DVD on its owor get it as part

2F GKS SEOSttSyid ! tASy vdz FajfefschHodcad geEtlieS i @ L T
film on its owng and this is what recommendc as part of the Alien Anthology Bray

collection whichcan be found fostupidly cheagonsidering how much extra content it

offers.

Bits and pieces

wlf you're one of those modern hip kids who plays them there video game thingies, you
shoud really giveAlien Isolatiora whirl. Many games have tried to relicate the atmosphere
of Alienand almost all have failed, bigolationcompletely nails it.

wGo hunting on YouTube and you'll find test footage online of Bolaji Badejo, the chap who
played the Alien wearing an early version of the costume and trying different types of
movement, making it behave more like a dinosaur at times. It's an interesting look at what
could have been, and frankly I'm relieved they went with something differertierend.

w {2YSGAYSa | aylLlkle GAGtS OFy 62N)] 62y RSNA
Alienis a brilliant example of this: it's short andtioe-point. It's certainly a bloody good
deal better than its original working titl&tar Beast



Aliens (1986)

Director: James Cameron

Starring:Sigourney Weaver, Michael Biehn, Paul Reiser, Lance Henriksen, Bill Paxton,
Jenette Goldstein, Carrie Henn

62 SQR 0SUUGSNI ISG ol 01 £ YO diktSe AL 0B yRA NB U @&

L O Q & aradttatNaBseqiv] not only offers a complete change of gadts predecessor but
also manages to match it in terms of qualidfiensis one such film, one that has a very
different feel toAlienbut is still a fantastic film regardless.

After her epidbattle with the Alien at the end of the first movie, Ripley (Sigourney Weaver)
takesawelRSa SNIWSR NBad Ay KSNJ AaKALIQ&a KeLISNaBfSSLI
tired though, because she remains asleep in suspended animation for 57 years dned by t

GAYS aKSQa F2dzyR o6& I alf@dr3S AKALI ' yR 0 NP dz3
aKSQa (-gehrld dagMér vas died of old age.

¢KS O2YLIlye R2S&ayQi o06SfASOS wALX SeQad &a&0G2NASE
inthefirstfilmz SELX FAYyAy3a (2 KSN) GKIFIG GKSNBQa | O2f
KFE Sy Qi NBLER2NISR yed LINRoOfSYad ¢KSe& adzaLISYR

pricey mining ship in the first film, and tell her to go see a psychiatrist. That is, tewl a
Y2yuKa fF0SNE ¢6KSy GKSe& 02YS ONIgtAy3a o 1
GKS O2f2yArata 2y (GKS LXIFYySd FyYyR KF@S GKS FSS

O2dz2 R 0S3 K2LJS (0KSBQNB I f NAIKGD

ho@A2dzat e U KtBate@dN&ienyall ip inlthatNikctbit the company

R2SayQi 1y2¢ (GKIG &SG>x a2z GKSe@& |al waLxX Se (2
| ROAA2NE 2dzad Ay OF&as8s FyR Ay NBOdNY &KSQf ¢
isjustaswdl 2O0KSNBAAS GKSNBEQR 0SS y2 FAfYO®

¢KS FTRRAGAZ2Y 2F YINARYySaz O2dz) SR 4AGK GKS Tl
whole army of them, makeAliensa very different film toAlien The moments of tension

remain but rather than ending in a crawember getting stealthilpicked off they usually

conclude with lots of gunfire, yelling and blinkd-€ 2 dmfsEthiem shots of Aliens

SELX 2RAY3 Ayid2 'y | OARAO YSaa 27T Aiéygsalidziad ¢
the better for it.

withl £ £ GKIFIGd GSaG23a3G6SNRPYyS Ay GKSNB IyR (KS 1Y+
hard to find a character that genuinely seems like they might be vulnerable, which is why

the ingenious introduction of Newt is so importantAdiens Newt is a 1§/ear-old girl

gK2aS FlLYAfe 6SNB {AftftSR o0& (GKS !'fASya FyR ¢
the air ducts and other nooks and crannies of the colony complex. Other than her expert
hideandda SS1 ai1Affta FyR KS FlI QY XSNDH 22D 0IS K SfL
a scream this high in your life), Newt is otherwise as vulnerable as a snowman in Barbados



and so Ripley not only takes on the role of the heroine once again but also that of the
protector.

The supporting cast is of a high gtyathroughout. Cult legends like Bill Paxton, Jenette

Goldstein andrerminatoralumni Michael Biehn and Lance Henriksen are all perfect in their

wildly different roles, and Paul Reisgusually a bad comediapA & Ay adSFR | 3INBF
as he plays theompany sleazeball who has a hidden motive for the mission.

Alienshas been available in two different versions for quite some time now. A Special
O9RAGAZ2Y 61 & NBESIFaAaSR Ay mobddH HKAOK LINRGSa Al
minutes to proceeding Much of this extra footage takes place in the opening half of the

film, but it adds more depth to each of theadcharacters by showing what happened to
bSgiQa FlLYAter wilLX SeQa NBIFOGA2Y G2 GKS RSH
choice ketween the two (and you have the timetowatcha 184 y dzi S FTAf Y0 L QR
recommend the Special Edition because the majority of the extra content is interesting stuff

and only serves to increase your attachment to the characters.

Q)

Regardless of WhidBSNR A 2y @&2dz 6+ 1 OK K2Miéh&BesE A GQa (GKS
everything properly kicks into high gear and it all gets crazy. The introduction of the
GSNNATeAy3 vdsSSSy ' fASy Aa 2yS 2F GKS 3IAINBIGSa
surprisal if an illustration of the epic final battle was found in some dictionaries next to the

word 'awesomeé.

Is Aliensundoubtedly better than its predecessor? No. Does that mean the original remains

the best? No. Choosing which is best betwédienand Aliensis like choosing which is best
0SG6SSYy SIUAy3a OK202tl0dS Ay (GKS o6FdGK FyR LX I
RAFFSNByYyUG GKFG AdQa KI NR-sosiBhtOeietdllensicals& SY d t S
its focus on action and its greateumber of memorable lines makes it more entertaining on

repeat viewings, but this favouritism is negligible to say the least. My advice is sjopgtie

them both and enjoy an epic fowand-a-half-hour doublebill. That way you can get stuck

into a game ofif’e-a-sides then go home, run the bubble bath and chew on your Curly

2 dzNF @& (2 @2dz2NJ KSFENIIiQa O2ydSyido

Fiveout of five

How to seeit
See the 'How to see it' section falien as it's the same situation.

Bits and pieces

wBig respect to Michael Biehn, wiptays Corporal Hicks Aiens There aren't many actors
who can claim to have been in not just one of the most iconic movies of the '80s, but two of
them (he also played the protagonist Kyle ReesEhi@ Terminatgr Only Lance Henriksen

can match that; he too was inAliensand The Terminatqralbeit in lesser roles.

wlf you're the sort of nerdlinger (like me) who likes to watch the end credits of a film right
to the end, doing so witilienswill let you hear the sound of a Facehugger scuttling past.



wThere's one thind\liensdoesn't get enough credit for, and that's a countdown timer that
actually fucking works. In most movies a countdown (usually for a bomb or something) lasts
much longer than the 10 seconds we see on the timer, but thenitiute countdown timer

that appears near the end of the film (no spoilers) does actually last exactly 15 minutes.
That's some fine editing there.



Alien 3 (1992)

Director: David Fincher

Starring:Sigourney Weaver, Charles Dutton, Charles Dance, Paul McGanoe Lan
Henriksen, an Alien

G, 2dzQNB It f 3JF2yyl RAST (GKS 2yfeée |jdzSadArAz2y Aa
2y @2dzNJ FdzO1AyQ (ySSazx 6S33aAy3aAK L FAYQl YdzOK
sayfu§ GKFG GKAy3As £S6Qa FTAIKG Alobp

ADVANG 2! wbLbDY ¢KA& FNOAOfS KIFIa SYyRAYy3 &LRAT
than two decades old, to be fair.

LYF3AYS @2dz KI R | uWReelHs yhanagerdisdmethidga fuinbirg - & @&
FANXZ F2N SEI YLX S | 2dz ppy With thekBoviBdgertizayinbens |
it comes to managing plumbing firms, you know your onions.

b2¢ AYIFIAAYS &2dzQ@S | f a BrotteRisia ledding polRidiaRiStha 6 N2 i K S
the Prime Minister, President, whatever it is in your country. Theobrother is one of the
INBIFGSadG F2200lfttSNR Ay (KS ¢2NIR YR KlFa (¢
display room.

LT &2dz OFyQlU (Sftft 6KSNB L QY sh@reafidy thésBhiodk o KA &
and go back to reading Fifth&les of Shite, S&> FTNASYRa> oMdnGis LQY &l &
the plumbing firm manager of thalienseries. Look, just go with it.

The film begins right after the events Aliens with Ripley, Newt, Hicks and android chum
Bishop escaping the Alignfested colony planet LY26. All is not well, though, because a
Facehugger has managed to smuggle itself onboard too.

CNAIISNAYI GKS aKALIQAE SYSNESyOe il N¥Ysz
nearby planet. When she comes to, Ripley is®old G KS L) | ySGiQa AyKI
Hicks are both dead and Bishop has been completely broken.

o R
>*(/))
-

¢2 YIS YIFIGOGSNER 62NBSY GKS | F2NBYSYGA2YySR Ay
landed on Fiorina 161, a prison planet where the entire popattatonsists of males. And
GKSe KIFIgSyQid aSSy I é62YlLYy Ay | BKAfSo®

Not that this becomes much of an issue when it quickly emerges the stowaway Facehugger
has managed to get inside the prison complex, planting its seed inside a dog and creating
the first dogAlien.

0Qa u)\YSZ GKSYS FT2NJ wAiL) S&@ [yR GKS LINR&aA2y SN
EOSLII GKAA GAYS .ibrE ddan weaporis loyirs. Wftediadl, bemy2 LJ

wm



a prison planet populated by murderers and rapists, itwas®@A RSR A0 LINRBol of &
to leave firearms around.

NI ad2LILIAY 3T | @A 2f

¢CKFiQa it ¢Sftf FyR 3I22R T2 ai Y
GKSNBEQa I ESy2Y2NLK

AG AayQi G22 dzaSTdAd oKSy
your dangy bits.

With this premisepAlien3¥ SSf & AYRSOAAAOS® LG FSSta tA1S A
experience similar to that oklienor Aliens and so decided to combine both.

By returning to the simpler formula of a single creature and no weago fight it with, it
initially seems to be leaning back towards the more tenditbed atmosphere of the first
film.

However Alierls atmosphere was also partly down to the small crew (each of whom who
you cared about) and the fact it took place inetatively small ship. By sticking it in a
massive prison complex and chucking a load of meatheads in there, parts of it start to feel
like the more actiofocused sequehliensinstead.

The result is the inevitable jack of all trades and master of naith,a film trying to
combine the slow pace of the first film with the action of the second and ultimately failing
to nail either.

Not that fans of the series will feel catered for, anyway. Before the opening credits have

even finished rolling (preceded/ta brilliantly creepy alternative version of the 20th Century

C2E FILYFINBOZ 6SQNB (2fR 2F (KS RSIGK& 2F | A
three hours getting to know in the last film.

Hicks was a great characterAfiensand his presencen a prison planet would have been

AYOGSNBAaAGAY AT odzi AyéaRoid NawK that grakes maostyad it cdriipletelg T 0 6 S
dzy RSNX¥YAySa GKS S@gSyida 2F GKS aSO2yR FTALY | yR
protect her from theAlienswas alinvah y @ a DS UG | g1 & ZFKNE Yb KBNS Yer2ydRr

Having Ripley then perform a fairly gruesome autopsy on this young girl we were once eager
to see survive is the final insult, and a pretty disturbing scene to watch.

This'up yoursto the fansaside Alien3A Ay QG (22 ol R® 2 A K2dzi GKS
James Cameron, and with therewcomer director David Fincher constantly fucked around

08 (KS aiddzRA2 O0Y2NB 2y GKId 6KSY L NBOASH (K
nothingmore than a sefi slasher film with an Alien playing the role of Freddy, Jason or
aAOKIStfd ! yR &2dz 1y26z GKIFIGQa LISNFSOGte TFTAYS

The only time things really fall apart is during the third act, in which the remaining prisoners
decide to try trapping the Wen by leading it to a giant piston then pouring hot lead onto it.



This results in a messy teninute segment in which the Alien is led through a complex relay
system of prisoners who let it chase them one at a time (complete with overuse of-a first
person Alien viewpoint) as they lock doors along the way, forcing it towards the piston.

With all these similarly bald chaps running around hollering corridor numbers at each other,
@2dz ljdzAiO1fte& t24S GNI O] 27F 6KI G Q@xingdenatyd 2y |y
020KSNJ) GKIYy (KS 20@0A2dza NHzZ S 2F GKdzyoY AT A

Once the Alien is disposed of, the film finally redeems itself with a brilliant ending in which

WALX S&> KIF@Ay3 S| NI A ShudsterSaduridhesSHerself iit6 @fdarnacel NNE A y
incinerating both her and the Alien sprog so the evil Waylardz(i Yy A O2 N1LJ2 NI} G A 2Y
for bio-weaponry research.

Alien 3may not be the greatestdlienF At ¥ S@SNE (GKSyYy O Fl-ddde® NBY A (¢
scHi film in its own right, with a brave ending showing that our heroine is willing to make

the ultimate sacrifice to save the rest of the world. And with Ripley now dead, it brings a

decent close to the series, drawing a line under it all.

UnN.REKG® ! OQldza ttex lo62dzi GKI X
Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit
See the 'How to see it' section fAlien as it's the same situation.

Bits and pieces

wTry to get hold of the Alien Anthology Blay box set because it contains a brilliant
documenary detailing the hell David Fincher went through trying to get this film made. Not
many behindthe-scenes documentaries are as brutally honest as this onejlen 3s
production problems are so well documented that | suppose it would have been adgul

for Fox to pretend it was all rosy.

wMichael Biehn was raging when he discovered #ha&n 3would start with Hicks dead,
meaning his services were no longer needed. Allyeaarsion of the script had a

Chestburster coming out of Hicks, with a regaliof him plannedd be built, but he

threatened to sue Fox for using his likeness. Eventually they ended up using his photo at the
start during a computer sequeneemazingly, Biehn was paid more for the use of this

photo than he did for starring iAliens.



Alien: Resurrection (1997)

Director: JeanPierre Jeunet

Starring:Sigourney Weaver, Winona Ryder, Dominique Pinon, Ron Perlman, Brad Dourif
RIPLEYa ¢ KSNBEQa | Y2yaldSNI Ay @e2dz2NJ OKSaldod ¢KS&Ss
cryotubetoth & KdzYly® ' yR KS Llzi |y |ftASYy AYy&aARS 2
TS K2dzNE AGQa 3I2yyl o0dzZNAG OGKNRBdAZAK &2 dzNJ NRA o C
PURVIEG2 K2 | NB @& 2dzKé

RIPLEYa LQY (GKS Y2yadSNRa Y20iKSNWDE

There are some people whedl writer Joss Whedon can do no wrong. To those people |
remove my cap, stare soberly at them and nod my head in the directidfiai

Resurrectionat which point blood streams freely from their eyes as they collapse in a heap,
screaming indecipherabldogans of bile and malice.

To be fair, that would maybe“be a bit of an overreaction on their behalf, becaliese
Resurrectioh a Yy Qi SEI OGf & G(KS g2 N&E (G Al éverSiadeNI YI RS «

With Ripley (Sigourney Weaver) well andyrdead at the end of the third film having

launched herself into a massive pit of lava, it was always going to have to be a massively
K21Se GéAraild GKIFIG g2dzZ R ONAY3I KSNJI ol OfFpr, F2NJ |
rather, it does)

Ww A Wwak&saudin a massive ship, 200 years after the everidi@i 30 . dzi aKS A ay Qi
NBIf wAilLX Seésx akKSQa | Oft2yS 2F (KS 2yS gK2 RA
Oy GKSeé& Of2yS az2yYS2yS AT (GKSeQNBk?Theywy 3 a0
R2y QiGY (GKS& Oft2yS KSNJ FNBY RNRLA 2F KSNJ of 22

Oh¥T O2dzNESE wALX S& RA Ri@i3since)dsdte tvds preghdntS SR |
with a queen Alien, the Alien on the ship never tried to attack her. Mdylie ¢+ & Wi2 ¢St
GAYSQd . dzi ¢6KI GSOSNY LQY y28G 3I2Ay3 G2 | NBAZS
ridiculous later on.)

¢tKAad &aS02yR wAalLd S& AayQid SEFOGte tA1S GKS 2f
new and improved Ripley, made with aabd new formula (remember whelestle added
the white bit toMilky WaybarsAy . NAGIF Ay K LGQ&a + o6AdG fA1S GKI

{2YSK2¢6 KSNI5b! KIFIad 0SSy YAESR 6AGK GKIFG 27
traits ¢ acidic blood, super strength, ridiculous paaterance and the like.
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Just like the real Ripley, the clahgersion was also pregnant with a Queen Alien, but the
0A3 &a0FN 2y ySg wilLl SeQa OKSad Aa GSttAy3aYy K
growing fairly rapidly.

CKAA AAYyQl GKS 2yfté& SELSNRAYSY( G Kdgetadtdhi LI A& C
2F | odzyOK 2F ' fASy S33az yR FFGSNI 3StdAay3
of space bandits, they get Facehugging and start spawning some proper warrior Aliens.

The aim of all this is studying the Aliens and seeing what malees tick. Unsurprisingly, it
turns out what makes them tick is busting out of their pishy little cells and going on a
rampage.

LGQ& dzZLd G2 wALX Sés (KSy> (2 KSfLI GKS aLJ OS
somehow. But with her Alien blap can she really be trusted? (Yes, as it turns out.)

(@]

LGiQa 21Fe (2 FSSt aA2NNE FT2N) wW2aa 2KSR2y>s o0 dz
very different actors in mind when writing the script, so for example when he was writing

the characterofi KS aSSYAy3ateée Ayy20Syid a0ASyGArAald oK2
SELISOG . NI} R Ifsraud2BiVE In& IFilmlYouskhNdw Wly Character Will Go A Bit
MentalQo G2 o6S OFad Ay GKS NBES FyR NizZAy GKS Gg

| 26 SOSNE KSQa y2i aSrggaralesSds éastirgsdimié af tzé sillierfideas S >

in the film are indeed part of the script he wrote. Ripley playing basketball with Ron

Perlman? That was Whedon. Aliens taking part in an underwater chase sequence before

trying to attack a paraplegictigfl2 | y2 6 KSNJ I3dz2 Qa o 01 Ia G(GKS@&
Whedon.

His masterstroke, however, is the insane ending in which it emerges that the Queen Alien,

y2g Fdz & ANRSYI KIa AYKSNARGSR a42YS 2F wALX S
mammalinstead of laying eggs. This results in a truly bizarrethatian, halfAlien hybrid

GKFG Aa 2yS 2F GKS Y2ad NRARRAOdz 2dza aA3aKdba LG
casting.

Alien 3was a slight letlown but by at least ending with Ripleyiikig herself and sacrificing
herself to destroy the Alien species it would have been a decent enough way to bring the
series to a close.

By refusing to let Ripley die and adding a number of ridiculous twists to the tale,
Resurrectioakes what was onca highly respected séi series and turns it into hokey
popcorn flick nonsense.

If you just want to switch your mind off for two hours and enjoy a silly creature feature,
then Alien: Resurrectioda K2 dzf R Kl @S &2dz O20SNBResl a8 Al AayQ



The problem is that what it does is a million miles from whkgnand Aliensdid, and in
GKFGO NBaLISOd AGQa I YI adaMedsgad RAAF LIRZAYGAY3

Twoout of five

How to seeit
See the 'How to see it' section fAlien as it's the sane situation.

Bits and pieces

wJeunet wasn't too fussed by the critical panniRgsurrectiorgot when it was released.
Instead he had a break from filmmaking then, four years later, went on to diveetie
which many regard as one of the greatest filever made. I'm still waiting for that
inevitableAlien vs Amelierossover though.

wThere's a shot where Ripley, being some sort of weird superhuman/alien hybrid, grabs a
basketball and, while walking away, tosses it back over her shoulder, dropedacty

into the net. Amazingly, this was real and a complete fluke (the plan was to replace it with
CGl). It was almost ruined, too, thanks to Ron Perlman, who was also in shot and broke
character right after the ball went in, going crazy. Thankfullgrehwere just enough frames

in there to keep the scene in and cut right before Perlman goes nuts.



Alligator (1980)

Director: Lewis Teague
Starring:Robert Forster, Robin Riker, Michael Gazzo

GLQY 3FA2yyl 32 2dzi GKSNBZ QYQUE2YYFYYRA ADAYRIGKI &
Alligator)

| SNBEQa AT (@2dzNIAdXdzy 3 RIdzZZIKGSNI R2Sa az2YSUKAyYy3
baby alligator down the toilet to punish her. Chances are, twelve years later the alligator will

still be living in thesewers and will have mutated into a huge beast by eating genetically

modified dogs. Oh, and accordingAdligator, your daughter will also mysteriously age

about 20 years and become a redhead.

AlligatorA & | Fdzy ONXBI G dzNB T Sdo Bediudy. lifdldwsd DakR@ Say Qi
Madison, a Chicago cop investigating a number of body parts that have mysteriously been

GdzZNYy Ay 3 dzLJ Ay GKS OAlGeQa g GSNI FALGONI GAZ2Yy &aeé
living in the sewers, one much bigger thamy other alligator known to man.
,2dz 4SS> F t20Ff LIKFNXYIFOSdziAOIf O2YLIye KIa

been illegally acquiring dogs, injecting them with a serum that makes them grow quickly,

0KSY RdzYLIAY3I GKSY AYyFR2YABKKSRSHSHNKOIKEPEYPKEKAQN
eating them, hence its ridiculous size. After going into the sewers and seeing the gator eat

one of his partners, David has to convince his fellow cogswell as an alligator specialist
66K2Qa (KBwniplcoKi & IXKNEER QNBE RSIfAYy3I gAGKOD

The monster effects iAlligatorare handled in two different ways depending on the scene.
Sometimes they seemingly used a real alligator and made it walk through a miniaturised set
(which is blatantly obvious at sa@rpoints, such as the moment it brushes past a clearly

cardboard bench and it slides out of the way). At other times the film makes use of a large
mechanical alligator, much like the mechanical shark featurdauvs This makes for a few

great moments whBBE @A OO AYa | NB | O datodtH, strugflidgtoy 3 A Y & A RS
SA0F LIS [ 2dz 2dzaG OFy Qi R2 (KIG O2y @Ay OAy It e

LGQ& F Oldzl £ @& ABgdeABIARAEZ AlydE KRYSRIFINANI I FALY (K
taken less seriously timJawsand others of its ilk. Various legs are bitten off, people are

swallowed whole, an old man is trapped in a car while the gator smashes it and crushes him

G2 RSIFIGKZ YR AU S@Sy oNBFr1a GKIFIG Oflaaao Gt
becauseAlligatoris pretty tame these days, so rather than feeling offended or disturbed

82dzQf f 2dzaG FAYR @82d2NESEF OKdzO1ftAy3d (KIFG GKS

2 KAE S AGQaAligatoER22SR fYIAdaHEK I FSé GNAOhdecldaf 2y 3 G|
through the opening credits that the alligator in the sewer is definitely the one dropped in
GKS G2AtS0 (6St @S 2SFNE LINA2NE YR gKAES AdC



female scientist helping out David is the same youngldhoim that opening sequence, they
never make the connection in the film that this is her alligator all grown up.

t SNKIFLJA AF GKS 3IFG2NI KIFIR a42YS RAaAGAYOUGADS YI
AKAGZ AGQa w! ahbé K Se/soniefingito pio2edrdings, a it igiSusttr RR S R
feels like an odd coincidence with no real closure.

¢CKFGQa YA G LAgatris ynd of th&ktteFeKadnples of the slew of cheapo

ONBI 1 dzNBE TSI 1dzNBa&a NBE SI &SR Afigrclieés8feaduSig B T2 f f
YIaaArAgdS FEftAIF0G2N oFyR K2 g2dzZ RyQi o0So0sx A3y
nowcL QY f 2 2 | MegaPythoivs Ga®mdiX; and hunt this bastard down instead.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Anchor Bay UK released a lovely little tdisc DVD featuring botAlligatorand its sequel,
Alligator 2: The Mutatiod S@Sy (K2dz2K GKS FTANRG 2yS 41 a |
solo DVD affair

Bits and pieces

wThe original script foAlligatorwas a little different and, in my opinion, could have made

for an even more ridiculous (and therefore better) film. Rather than growing large by eating
lab rats injected with growth hormones, in the original script the alligator grew to its
enormous size écause of beer from a local beer factory pouring into the sewers.

wApparently, as was the case with the sharldams the giant mechanical alligator kept
malfunctioning. When shooting ended, it was donated as a mascot to the Florida Gators
college spors team. I'm sure they were grateful for the fucking massive broken robot.



The Amityville Asylum (2013)

Director: Andrew Jones
Starring:Sophia Del Pizzo, Lee Bane, Andy Evason, Eileen Daly
LIScd2 K 6 Qa GKIFG avyStfKé

DELANEYa L G | ffal e aai
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Ko ryafel how piuctiivie $leach the floor, there is
Ffgleéa GKIFG f

ir.
f 2T RSIHIK®E

In December 1975, George and Kathy Lutz moved into 112 Ocean Avenue, a house in
Amityville where thirteen months previously, a man had shot and killed six members of his
family.

The Lutz family left the house after only a month, claiming they had been terrorised by euvil
paranormal forces living there. A book entitlétde Amityville Horrowas released two years
later and the story went on to spawn a number of movies.

The Anityville Asylums the eleventh movie to use the Amityville story as part of its plot,
odzi Ay NBFfAlGe (GKAA NBOASGQa | £t NBFReé RAAaOdzaa

What we actually have here is a ldwdget film shot in Wales, with a bunch of British astor
trying to sound American while wandering around a spooky asylum and a tenuous link to
the Amityville story shoehorned in to make the film a better sell.

Lisa (Sophia Del Pizzo) takes on a cleaning job at an asylum. After meetingyvoekeo
Delaney(§S . I yS0 akKSQa Gl 1Sy 2y | (2dz2NJ 2F GKS Tt

This entails meeting each patient, getting an impressively detailed rundown of their entire
ol 0O1aili2NASa OFNRY | YIy gK2Qa 2yfe |y2GKSNJ C
cleaning equipment.

InfaOi > GKS a0SyS Ay gKAOK akKSQa akKz2gy |ff GKS
to use them all goes on for a mystifyingly long time, to the extent that | ended up thinking
GGKA& 11 { G2 SYyR dzLJ 6SO2YAy3 | elihdvitouse Ayid €I
bleach.

As time goes on at the asylum, Lisa is subjected to a number of disturbing incidents. One
night she sees a young girl wandering the halls. On another night, upon spotting a
supposedly mute and catatonic elderly patient also roantiveghallways, said patient tells

[ A&l &aKSQa 3J2Ay3 (2 RASO

Worst of all, another patieng this one a resident in the dodgititled Ward X¢ claims to
KIF@S &AdzLISNYF GdzNF § LI2gSNBRI a42YSK2g (y26a [Aal
dzy & LJ2 NIBAdgNSRE el2aixQf £ | INBS o
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[
R2Yy QG 0StASPS KSNE dzyiAf S@Syi
a complete mess.

I AYTFT2NXa 58
ffte GKAy3a 13

LT L OlFy 085S ovelayshiteFtBaNdete scarigr@aiyeRAmityJill@Asylum
ThesaOl f f SR WONBSLEQ o0AlGa LI aa KFNXYESaate o0& |
twists are about as harrowing as getting the hiccups.

Incredibly, it also has the balls to try the tiréde@ 2 dzZQNB G St ft Ay3 YS - K . dzi
0 SOl dza S ¢thefoldestdrickinithe book twice in the space of twenty minutes.

2 KFGQa GKFEGK |, 2dz alg + fA0GGES IANI A 0 K
20. DUM DUM DUMMMM. And what?K'S 2f R g2Yly 6K2 R2SayQ
But she died last night! DUM DUM DUMMMM.

LQY a2 NNEK  TReaNityille Asyl@@ . Q#it tASiRa I20 TFdzO1 €t
DUM DUM DUMMM(B).

Eventually, the film does reveal its tenuoasd ridiculous) link to the Amityville series. It
turns out the asylum was built on the grounds of the demolished Amityville house and as
such the secalled ghosts that haunted it are now in the asylum.

Um, except in real life the Amityville housestlg a G &4 YI {Ay3 GKA& | 21
just jammed the Amityville story in for some extra notoriety.

Shite plot and atrocious ending aside (there are something like three different attempts at a
twist in there, each one randomly ditched and replagdgth another like an indecisive
AK2LIISNI GNBAY3I 2y RNBaAaSaox A00Qa K2NNAof @& ack

{2YSGAYSa GKS OFYSNY gAafft 332 2dzi 2F F20dza KI
RAIFf23dzS§ a0SySa 6KSNB (KSNBQa y2 NBIling, SEOdza S
particularly when the camera is placed behind a door, or a table, or a wall in an attempt to

IABS | az2NIh 2F wg2eSdND FSSt GKFG SyR&a dzZll Y2

CKSNBEQa SOSy | OKINIOGSNYyDE WKENBegKef SRy QNP
OK22aAy3a (-RITHAA BASK XYWRIWSIERIAAT Sk!dd CdzO] YSo

The only saving grace, and thele elemenii K| & NBX &a0dzS&a (GKA&a FALY TFTNP
¢ NB @2 N hat asMIBit NMeyftalstSophia Del Pizzotime lead role of Lisa.

| SNJ ! YSNRAOIY I OOSydQa o62dzi Fa | OOdzN» GS Fa vy
back in Tandoori Palace again), but that aside she really does try to polish a turd. She puts in

I 0StASQOlIof & WyanNMeah QatiblSgoddavbely y ROE QR 23S (2
in something good in the future.

Ldzli GKAE RSTAYAGSEE AayQi Ado



Oneout of five

How to seeit
The Amityville Asylums currentlyonly available on DVID the UK and US

Bits and pieces

wBeing the comple pissbag | am, | once tweeted lead actress Sophia Del Pizzo to tell her |
enjoyed her performance in this, while neatly omitting the fact I thought the film itself was a
0dz0O1 SG 2F 2f R Thanksombgivindits goNddelf ARASdR trie campint.

Low budgets canbe anargeth { 2 S @Sy akKS (ySe¢ Al 6Fa aKA(S

wAmazingly, the film was actually supposed to have a lot more in commonTivih

Amityville Horroy and was even supposed to feature Ronald DeFeo, thdife#iller whose
slaying of 8 family in the Amityville house led to the initial inspiration for the book and

film. This was thwarted when the actor who was supposed to play DeFeo was turned away
at immigration following a mixp with his work visa, meaning most of his scenes and
references to DeFeo were cut from the film, leaving it fairly Amityfitle despite the title.



Any Given Sunday (1999)

Director: Oliver Stone
Starring:Al Pacino, Jamie Foxx, Cameron Diaz, Dennis Quaid, LL Cool J, James Woods

d AFSQa | 3l i¥fotballTBedays©ii &tldetganie?life or football, the margin for
SNNBNJ Aa a2 avrtted L YSIy> 2yS KFEF | adasSL) @
Onehaia SO2y R (22 atz2gsx (22 Frad FyR &2dz R2y Qi
evelNE 6 KSNBE | NPdzyR dza® ¢KS@QNB Ay SOSNE ONBI |
this team we fight for that inch. On this team we tear ourselves and everyone else around us

to pieces for that inch. We claw with our fingernails for that inch. Becaedahow when

FRR dzLJ ff (K24aS AyOKSas GKFEGQa 3A2yyl YIF1S @
losingé

Take one of the greatest actors in the world, team him up with one of the greatest directors
in the world, throw in an amazing supporting cast aed it all on an American football field.
The result iAny Given Sundagne of the finest sports films ever made.

t P OAy2 LXlIeéa ¢2ye 5Q!YILd2x +ty F3Ay3a 021 OK 4K
to glory one last time. Standing in his way @ieristina PagniacdCéamerorDiaz), the

RFEdzZZAKGSNJ 2F GKS GSFHYQa fFGS 26ySNI oFyR ¢2yeC
wants to move the teamto anotherclly ' YR G KS GSIFYQ&a gR2Q@2 RISSWI
giving players illegal injections teép them playing, despite the risks to their health.

c2yeQa LI &SNA KIF @S (KSA DenaispyaidisaBazeingthel 2 2 ® |
pangs of old age and fears his career is coming to an end, his wide receiver (LL Cool J) is

I yy2eéSR bé&n§ rdwnyh2 ball enough and believes it could affect his sponsorship
contracts, and the rock in his defence (played by-téalAmerican footballer Lawrence

Taylor) has injured his neck and is one bad tackle away from permanent paralysis at best,

death at worst.

' YR (GKSyYy (KSNRBA&ueFoxx, & ¢oskpyound thigdriBg/upstart who comes

Ayid2 GKS GSEFY FTFGOSNI g2 akK20]1 AyedaNASAE | yR R
starts running different plays to the ones Tony picks ahderthe Sharks start to win games

FYR GKS Flya t20S .SIFHYSys KAia 0SFYYFdiSa o6S3aaA
situation is one big time bomb waiting to go off.

LGQa + GSadlySyd G2 htAly@GhewSyndagogkSicatia heftg A £ A G A S &
Mpn YAydziSa y2yS 27F A (fightiSghétweertphayerS, tefisk f f SNIP 2 K
arguments between Tony and Christina, the behitosedR 2 2 NB O2y Ff A 00 a 6SQN
a2YS 2F GKS LX F@SNAR | yR (K ssudgtiy and mdtivatodal 2 NJ |y
speeches, every scene is captivating.

Best of all thouglarethe game sequences. You will never see any sport filmed in such a
dramatic, impressive way as Stone uses slow motion, elpsepointof-view shots,



montages and mus to perfection during sequences that can often be long (up to 15 or 20
YAydziSa G GAYSaov &SaG adAatt ySOSNI ¥FSSt f2y3
and show something out of the ordinary, like a game taking place in torrential ramgfit

az2dzyR ftA1S LQY GF1Ay3a GKS LWA&aa odzi AdQa 3ISyd
there with Road To Perditioand. NB I | T I & () of aishogkihgFirfjury foet&ched

eyeball, anyone?). These game sequences are clearly the highlidiet flft and are

breathtaking.

LiQa NINB (KIG &2dz 3S0 | FAEY gKSNBE SOSNE &A
what you get here. Pacino is enthralling to watch, Foxx is likeable and hateable all at once,

Diaz comes across as the complet€it 3 KSQa & dzLlJLl2&aSR G2 6S FyR
completely believable.

It even has you questioning certain values throughout, particularly when Foxx calls Pacino

out on an'inspirational speech he gave to him earlier in the film, about how he hablock

out the crowd and imagine he was back at home, playing with his friends in the ghettos. At

GKS GAYS Ad aAavyLiXe asSsSvya tA1S tlFOAy2 Aa GNEBA
thought, but when Foxx brings it up and accuses Pacino of beingN2 y A aAy 3 &2dz Ol
but agree with him. Even decent people have flaws, it seems.

Naturally,given the subject matter it's understandable thany Given Sunday far less

popular in the UK than it is in America. Inde#dlike me)you understandhe rules of

' YSNAOILY F2200F € @& 2 dasl th&Sfilntbecaugedhe jatne stéhés wili KS Y 2
YFETS | €23 Y2NB aSyaS IyR ¢AGK2dzi dzyRSNRGI YR
2y @2dz G GAYSad 9@0Sy AT dHEveillQad A KBS @ d&sS KR b
an incredible character study and remains one of my favourite sports films more than a

decade after | first saw it.

Fiveout of five

How to seeit

You can gefAny Given Sundayn DVD or on Bhay. Both versionslaim b be the

4 5 A NB O b& iNnXedlity thelttiieditrical version (which has never been released on DVD)
was five minutes longer.

Bits and pieces

wAny Given Sundahould also be praised as the only film I've seen to date that's managed
to use a Kid Roclosg well. During one of the action scenes, Kid Rock's Bawtidaba plays in
the background and really helps emphasise the scene. Unlike Kid Rock himself, who only
helps emphasise/hat being a pricks like

wln case you're curious about the title, it helpyou know your American football and
know that most games are played on a Sunday. It therefore comes from a line in the film
spoken by Al PacinoOh any given Sunday you're gonna win or you'rengolose. The point
is,can you win or lose like a mah?



Argo (2012)
Director: Ben Affleck

Starring:Ben Affleck, Bryan Cranston, Alan Arkin, John Goodman

"Okay, you got six people hiding out in a town of what, four million people, all of whom

OKFyd aRSIFGK G2 ! YSNROI ¢ | faimowehkd wéek Wdnit 2y 3 R
want to lie to Hollywood, a town where everybody lies for aliving. Sy & 2 dzZQNBX 3I2y Yy |
nnt 2OBSNJ KSNBE Ayd2 | O2dzy iNEB OGKIG gl yda /L!
gonna walk the Brady Bunch out of the most watchéglioithe world?

wS3dz  NJ NBIF RSNB 2F (GKA&a aadasS gAiatt KI@S 3FGKS
A0dzZFFo [ AFTSQAa ASNA2dza Sy 2tdrdicm, war antl dourtkcdm g A G K2 d
RNJ YI GKNHza G Ay @& 2dzNJ Skly kadvsid Bellthag HotelK | § Q& g Ke
Rwandawhen it comes to film taste. Still, | do appreciate a good film no matter what genre,

sowhenArgod F § KSNBR I 24 2F FGGSyadazy G GKS hao

LiQa ol &SlResdryofiiik® WEBHIF RALIY OF LISNDE |y SEGNI
man was sent into Iran and tasked with getting six American diplomats back to the US while
an anttAmerican revolution was ensuing in the background.

You see, years prior America had been backingaviuhad Reza, an Iranian shah (king) who
had made life miserable for Iranians for many years. When the Iranians revolted the shah
fled andthe USallowed him to travel there for medical treatment. Iran wanted him back so
the entire country could kick the Ing pish out of him, but the US refused, so the Iranian
people went apeshit, started massive street protests and stormed the US embassy, taking
52 of its workers hostage as they tried to destroy any incriminating files.

Six workers escaped unnoticed, thighy and sought refuge in the Canadian embassy
building (in real life they actually stayed at the British embassy too, but that was omitted
from this film). While the Canadian ambassador kept them hidden in his house, he and the
CIA (though mainly the ClAagcording to this filmmore on that later) came up with a plan

to get them back to the States undetected.

The plan was Argo, a fake science fiction movie set up by the CIA to act as cover. After
hosting a fake press event and posting fake ads for itomienmagazine Variety (to create a
convincing alibi should anyone be questioned), CIA operative Tony Mendez (Affleck) was

sent to Iran to find the Canadian embassy and tell the six what was going on. The story was
GKFG it aSg@Sy ¢ 2rdu, éh aldatios scouting exdidse O see ifitwasy O
worth shooting in Iran (so to speak).

Mind you, as the film shows, there are just a few problems with this plan. The first is that in
order to prove they were location scouting, the group actually née®l 32 2dzi Ay {2 L
busiest marketplace and walk around, taking photos, without being spotted or causing an
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heavily grilled so their story needs to be watehtig

Finally, the Iranians have set up a sweatshop to put together the shredded papers found at
GKS | { SYyolaaesz YR GUKSeQ@S a0 NISR 62NJA
YIEYSEa YR LK20G2ad . STF2NB 2y 33 wiltkthe Irsiiad &4 A Y
police, making a return to America impossible. And you thought flying with Easyjet was a
nightmare.

w

y 3
3 a

It could be argued that at two hours in leng#r,gois technically an hour and a half too

f2y3d LQPS SaaSydA btdnf al tha® dadains id B $eRwhétiRediheyt KS 6 K 2
3SG GKNRAAK (GKS YFEN]SGLXTFOS IyR GKS | ANLJ]2 NI
dusted, so in theory it could have been crammed into a shortia@lir TV drama. In doing

so though, it would have los lot of what makes it so outstanding, primarily its tension.

.Sy 1 FFES01Qa yIrYS It2yS KFa 06SSy I NHzyyAy
by theTeam Americé 2y 3 SELX FAYyAy3a Ay y2 dzy OSNII Ay
always liked m, andArgoa K2 g4 KS {(y26a ¢KIFIi KSQa R2Ay3a 08
front of it. Every shot is meaningful, every nervous glance tells a thousand words, and every
anxious moment of suspense builds the tension ever tighter until the whole bloody fia

about ready to burst.

During the final twenty minutes | was dangerously close to breaking into a sweat, something
GKFiQa ySOSNI KILIISYSR (2 YSTheaSewdndablgs@e@dS o1 G OK
close?).

All the cast are flawless, to a man (oowan). Affleck is eminently likeable as Mendez

(though my obvious manrush on him may sway my opinion somewhat), John Goodman

and Alan Alda are hilarious as the Hollywood producers who help with the fake movie, Bryan
/I N} yaizy A& oNR tndisdrlaytiihe sixdactarsPpiaymn§ theniodies dzLJS
escapees are believable as a terrified group, uncertain if this ridiculous plan will work. They
also look remarkably similar to the relie group of six, as evidenced during the end credits
where the reallife and movie characters are shown siogside.

The only real niggle | have wiligoA & a2 YSOKAY 3 L RARY QU S@Sy 1Y
about the actual incident after watching the movie. While the film seems to make out that

the plan is essentiallihe brainchild of the CIA, in realityas thenpresident Jimmy Carter

has since said in an interviewit was more the case that Ambassador Taylor at the

Canadian embassy in Iran was responsible for 90% of the operation.

Changing history to make thingSsSY | f AGGfS Y2NB da! YSNROI = ¥Fdz
(as does one that paints Iran in a very negative picture), even in a film that opens the
country up to criticism at the start.

Its tinkering with the facts asidéyrgois a breathtaking film filled ith enough tension that
08 (GKS SyR 2T Al 82dAK$E aK2 02 2dfg keridii®ndé 2 dzQ RS
up cracking. Go see now.



*Disclaimer:The Sexbendablés not a real film, though with every day that passes | wish a
little more that t was.

Fiveout of five

How to seeit
Straightforward stuff hereArgois available on DVD and Biay in both the UK and US

Bits and pieces

wFormer president Jimmy Carter, who was in office at the time of the real events the film
were based on, hasrpisedArgoand said it was a "great drama". However, he also says it's
guilty of giving America too much credit, and that in reality it was the Canadian ambassador
who came up with and orchestrated the idd2oor Canada, forevdreing awesome but

living h America's shadow.

wAlan Arkin and Bryan Cranston are botingo, and both were also ihittle Miss

Sunshine. although Arkin didn't know this. You see, the two never appeared in the same
scene together irittle Miss Sunshin@or inArgo), so durig Argas promotional campaign,
when someone pointed out to Arkin that this was the second time they'd appeared in a film
together, he replied: "Get out of here, | had no idea".



Banshee Chapter (20 13)

Director: Blair Erickson
Starring:Katia Winter, Ted_evine, Michael McMillan

O@ISNE y26 YR (GKSYy @&2dz Nigbununed franysiag to finish/ A I K
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not one of those nights.

First, a historydsson. In the early 1950s, the US government and the CIA started a
programme called MKUItra. Tpis was a highly dodgy project in which unwitting US and
I'FyIFRALY OAGAT Sya ¢SNB YIRS (GKS (Said adzmeSoi

Over the course amore than two decades, normal Americans were subjected to
administration of drugs, hypnosis, sensory deprivation, isolation, verbal and sexual abuse
and torture ¢ by their own governmeng as a test to see how their mental states and brain
functions couldoe altered.

Project MKUItra was officially halted in 1973, after the Watergate scandal caused the
I32@SNYYSyG G2 3SG I tAGGES 2dzvyLe o LG ¢ ayQi
experiments were made known to the public. Naturally, some conspigdttypes believe

such experiments are ongoing to this day.

Why am | telling you all this®ecause it's all true, andl 0 Q& | £ £ NBfBagshegli G2 0
Chapter

The filmbegins with a lad called James carrying out an investigation into one of the
unknown chemical drugs the CIA used in one of the aforementioned MKUlItra tests.

James is a young documentary filmmaker, and he wants to document what happens to
someone who takes the drug. With his friend filming him he drinks the chemical and soon
startsto lose it. Suddenly some odd crackly radio music can be heard and weird shit starts
going down. But that would be spoiling things.

James goes missing after the incident and his friend is taken into police custody, accused of

killing him and hidingthebR&é ® 9y GSNI ! yyI I WFEYSaQ 2fR O2ff S
over the investigation in an attempt to find out both what happened to her friend, and what

exactly this chemical does.

As part of her investigation Anna meets Thomas Blackburn, an eccernitac wiho used to
AYy@SaGA3arasS avy!'tdNlr o6FO1 Ay GKS RIFeod | SQa o@
though at times he does get a bit weird and do this:

As Anna and Blackburn investigate further they find tapes of the government experiments,
showing the effects of the chemical on members of the public.



LGQa I Of SOSNI gl & 2R 250K 235K2 NiiAeyf B YN  UWTK2SdzyTR
thing too because it does it relatively well. The scares are less predictable than in most other
attemptsat the genre, and do a spain job of keeping the viewer unsettled.

Eventually they find out what the chemical really does, and it has to be said the explanation,
though an interesting twist, is pretty bloody hokey. Without wishing to spoil too much, it
makes the brain more receptive to certain government transmissions.

LiQa Iy 2RR 2ySxz 06S0
NBL2NIa Ay (GKS wmdopTtn
g K | (i 6uiito Hagpen.
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Then it all just goes mental with bleeding eyes, people vomiting blood and loqusf
a0l NBad 2KAOKI R2y Qi 3S0G YS 4NRByYy3IsS Aad LISNFSC

Depending on your sensibilities, it may also leave a sjidpittier taste in your mouth to
have a horror film based on relfle atrocities in which a government betrayed its country.

la f2y3 a &2dz R2y Qi 3ISG F22t SR o0& OGKIFG 2LISy
piggybacks off a redife scandal for the sakef making a scary filnBanshee Chaptes
worth a watch.

LiQa 320 aOFNXa Ay Iff GKS NRIKG LI FOSaz AlGC
soundtrack. Nicely done.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Banshee Chaptés available oDVD inthe Ukind! { ® 52y Qi o6dz2 AlG AT @& 2d:
copious extra featuregi KS G KNBS WR2O0dzyYSy il NASaQ AyOf dzZRSR
minutes, and still somehow manage to repeat some footage and soundbites.

Bits and pieces

wlf you want to beannoyed, follow Chee Keong Cheung on Twitter (@CheeKeongGheung
He's the MD of the company that distributBeinshee Chapten the UK and henust have a
column on Tweetdeck constantly searching for the film's name or something, because every
time someondweets to say they've watched it and enjoyedhig retweetsit.

wThe banshee is actually part of Irish mythology, and is apparently a female spirit. People
say they can heard a banshee wailing when someone's about to die. Reports that Justin
Bieber's ceeer is a banshee are purely speculation.



Best Worst Movie (2009)

Director: Michael Stephenson
Starring:George Hardy, Michael Stephenson, Margo Prey, Connie Young

dYou compare our movie to a Katherine Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart movie and it fits in.
Because our movie was all about people and the experiences those people are experiencing.
Just as Casablanca and those movies are about people and the experiences they are
experiencing

[ SGQa y2id oSt ( ¢rréevRewan aifkI& of iR KIENE aAGSP ¢KI
makes it fun. The worse a movie is, the more | generally enjoy watching it. As a film that

many regard as the worst ever made, th@moll 2is a film that holds a special place in my

heart.

az2zail 2F dza R2y Qi r, iokopsiler th& gople wvho Starredkirtide Sedilrs,

or those who directed or wrote them. How do these people feel when they read the

countless reviews ripping their hard work to shreds? How does it affect your confidence

when, 20 years down the line, pple are still calling your film a bucket of dogshit or saying

@2dz aK2dz RYyQl S@Sy oS OlFLad Ay | LIBasYl NB aOK?2
Worst Movieattempts to answer.

Surprisingly, despite its notorious accolade as one of the worst filers the majority of

the Troll 2cast are fine with being associated with it. Indeed, Michael Stephenson, who
played the lead role of the young kid in the film, is the radult flmmaker who actually

made this documentary. Together with George Hardy, tlammnwho played the father in the
movie and now works as a dentist in Alabama, they set about trying to find out more about
this supposed cult following their crappy little movie is now meant to have. George in

LIF NI A Odzf F NJ A & & dzNLINdyidgSdRoutimdnightS&eeringd afivarfous Q& 06 S S
cinemas around the US and so he starts a tour of America, attending screenings and

enjoying the fame he never had the first time around.

2 KATS GKAA G2dzNJ Aa GKS YI Ay dwitDorerlileF (0KS R2C

tidbits here and there. These range from sections on the more dedicai@ti2fan clubs
around the world (including one group who hold their own national Trollympic Games) to a
sobering wakeup call in which George, taking his newfduiame a little too far, travels to a
signing at a memorabilia fair in Birmingham (UK, not Alabama) and is promptly ignored by
everyone.

By far the most interesting asides however are the interviews with the various other cast

members scattered throughouhe film. These answer that dthportant questiong & ¢ K I {
KFLIISya G2 @2dz | T4 SN cadddhe Msuling stérieg@d¢e aryiigl R Y 2 €
levels of success. Connie Young, who played the siste@oih2 seems to be enjoying her

life and continies to act, and whil@roll 26 | & dzy R2dzo it SRt & | o6t 200K 2y
G2 aGFrt1 Fo2dzi AG 221Ay3te FyR y20 t€Sd AG 3Sh
Don Packard, the odd treiboking man who plays the shopkeeper in the evil toWwiNdbog,



reveals that he actually walked straight onto the set from a psychiatric institution and
continued to suffer from mental problems for years later, but then he turned up at one of
the recentTroll 2screenings and the love he got from fans of tirede made him feel good
about himself for the first time in his life.

b20 ff (GKS adG2NRAS&a INB KILILR 2ySazr GK2dAaAK:
with you. The elderly chap who played Grandpa Seth now sits in his house explaining how

he did some plays and played old men in other films but never got married and never had
1ARaAZ 0ST¥2NB S@Syiddz tte O2yOSRAY3I aGaLQOS Y2NEB
woman who played the mother has completely lost the plot, living in seclusion with h

St RSNI & Y2UKSNJ YR aitAftf adzFFSNAYy3I RStdzarAz2ya
audition. To herTroll 2is genuinely up there with a Katherine Hepburn filmGCarsablanca

with no hint of irony, and if there was still any questionind Sg SNRA& YAYy R G KI
can short of a sipack a return to her house later in the film leads to indisputable proof and
arguably the most hilarious and yet tragic scene in the film.

To say any more aboltest Worst Movigvould spoil all the twists ahturns it takes, and it

makes it even easier to appreciateoll 2when you realise how its cast and crew feel about

Al y26FRIHead LTmI2W2dzQKE g8yi®6tagsSy | 24 2dzi 2
interspersed with enough footage from the film ¢gve you the general gist, but the ideal

situation is definitely watchingroll 2and Best Worst Movias a doublebill so you can

enjoy the worst film ever made and then get the almastsilly inside story.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Best Worst Mwuieis available on DVD only, in both the UK and US. | strongly recommend
buying a copy ofroll 2alongside it, either as part of thEroll& Troll 2double bill DVD in

the UK or the 20th anniversaiyilbog editior\ Bluray in the USThe latter sadly h&ino

special features to speak of, but is at least the best quality version of this worst quality film.

Bits and pieces
wTroll 2was proudly played at the third That Was A Bit Mental dotiillescreening in
London.lt went down well, but that's partly &cause I'm such an awesome host. Probably.

wBut what ofTroll 2itself, | hear you ask? Where's its review? Why, you can find it in the
That Was A Bit Mental Volume 1 ebook, dear reader. If you were reading in order you'd
have read it already, you seé€ybu haven't then it looks like your rebellious, rulebreaking
nature has bitten you squarely in the rump.



Beware: Children At Play (1989)

Director: Mik Cribben
Starring:Michael Robertson, Rich Hamilton, Robin Lilly, Lori Tirgrath
GTear her to piecg Bite through the bone! Gulp the blood! Gobble the fiesh!

The fine people at Troma specialise in making and distributing incrediblgudget films

GKFGZ gKAES f1O01AYy3 Ay aLISOGEOf S Eetakdi | Ay f &
ChidrewAtPlayh & 2y S adzOK Y2@ASI 2yS gAGK | L)X 24 &2
distributed by a big studio.

It tells the story of John DeWolfe, an author who specialises in crime and the paranormal.

He travels to the countryside with his wife and daugh&rt @A a A0 KA & FNASYR w3
AKSNATTF Ay | GAye O02dzyiNER 26y w2aidQa RI dz3K
the other children in the area, and he wants to know if John has any ideas on how to find

them.

2 Kl GKS& R2y Othe misBrigkidsavd a A 8 a i RE dzxKdveSoimetl y Of dzR S
an odd group of feral children who, under the leadership of an older, manipulative

teenager, roam the woods killing and eating anyone who steps onto their turf. Sometimes

one of them will head bdcto the town to lure adults into following them into the woods

FYR G2 0GKSANIRSIGKEZ 2N LG GAYSa AF AdQa | g2
KSNJ G2 GNEB FyR {SSLI 4KS S@Af aSSR 3JI2Ay3Id hNJ

somebap2y (0KS AONBSys> (K2dAK AdQa LINBGGe R2R3&

What you then have is a relatively slgpaced film sprinkled with fun little setieces where

numerous adults arg&illedin inventive waydy evilkid® L 1 Q&a 2RR3X 0SSOI dzaS i
FALfY OFyQi AROEMDA RS Hinkgetshit §deactingqaality is generally on

par with that of afouryear2 f R g A G K OK202t S 2y KA& FIFOS I
into the Milky Ways) or a hidden gem (the script may not be getting the best delivery, but

it Qa Of -@ittdhiwdh sae fréat ondiners).

lyegles ff 2F (KSaS (K2dzaAK(Ga &2dz2QNBS KIF gAy 3
GKS 3INIYR FAYIES YIFI{1Sa A0a | LIWISFENIyOSd b2g>
OKAf RNBY KiamnRhe dexstdziyRo déakwitly'this situation is to get the cops

involved, head into the woods as a large group, use strength in numbers to apprehend the

kids using tasers, handcuffs and the like, then take them to the nuthouse to try and knock

the creefy cannibal side out of them. For some reason however the police and the rest of

GKS | RdzZ Gta 606Kz IINB (KSaS OKAfRNBYyQa LI NByida
time to kill them all.

This results in a fucking INSANE final five minutes in whicteraus children aged five to

fourteen are slaughtered in increasingly brutal ways. One gets a pitchfork in the throat and
is pinned against a wall, another is stabbed in the back by her mum, while yet another is



shot at point blank range with a shotgastheir head explodes. | could only watch in

stunned silence, awe and admiration at the sheer balls displayed by the flmmakers as |

watched slaughter after slaughter. In the most memorable shot, a villager puts a pistol in an
eightyear2 f RQa Y2 dzZI KKA ¥ RO KX ByYa I Ayaid GKS gl tf ¢
joking. In total, eighteen children @killed in around two minutes.

azald 2F GKAa Aa Fff R2yS OKSIFLIX e Sy2dzaK GKI G
have the gall to try filming a wholaéllage of children being brutally murdered in gory detail

YR y2i S@Sy GNB G2 LINBGSYR (KS@BQNB 12Y0iSa
that stirs a feeling of respect in me for some reason. | could understand that in some

LIS 2 LJ S Qefe filnen&kérs afieMnorally bankrupt and the lowest of the low, but to me

this is the perfect example of someone taking a genre clearly built around fantasy and

LlJdza KAy 3 AdG G2 GKS fAYAG (2 akKz2g LIS2LX S az2vySi

Beware: Children ARlayis basicall}Children Of The Cowith a budget a twentieth of the

size, woodlands instead of cornfields and a far bloodier, more outrageous conclusion. And

for that reason, | like it. If you want to see a film that is absolutely guaranteed to sbow y
a2YSUKAY3 @2dz ¢2dzf RyQi aSS FNRY || | 2ffe@g22R
I 1AR 2NJ GKSeQftf ySOSNI iNHzZaAG @&2dz | LAYy d

Threeout of five

How to seeit

. 2dz OFyQio 4G tSIraagz y20 Ay GKS ! Yeve€2NJ FI AN
try to releaseBeware: Children At Playn DVDn Britain If youlive in that neck of the

woods andhave a multiregion DVD player though you can import the US version

Bits and pieces

wYou can usually tell the quality of a Troma film by its &ttne. Particularly brilliantly
named offerings includBemented Death Farm Massact&Vas A Teenage TV Terrarist
Surf Nazis Must Dj@hey Call Me Macho Womaahd the intriguing soundinglbina

wlf you plan on seeing this one, don't watch the ®aisince it gives away most of the dodgy
special effect shots where the evil children are killed. Watch it fresh and the payoff will be
greater.



The Beyond (1981)

Director: Lucio Fulci

Starring:Catriona MacColl, David Warbeck, Cinzia Monreale

Also knawn as: Seven Doors Of Death (USA)

oBe careful what you do, because this hotel was built over one of the seven doorg of evil.

Though Italian director Lucio Fulci may be best known in the UK for his videcZoasty 2

(better known asZombie Flesh Eaterss A1 Qa | y20KSNJ GARS2 yl ade
G2NI R6ARS aa20A13GS ¢A 0K TKe\Béyonieasiyoneahhie S NE& (0 | y
better films.

After starting with a flashback in which a poor sod in New Orleans is crucified in a cellar by a
mobg K2 GKAY 1 KSQ aforlvardad tieipraserit day (e, 1981L) dvitere we

meet LizaCatrionaa | O/ 2f f 0Z GHK2Qad Y2@OSR FTNRBY bSg , 2NJ

refurbish and reopen a decrepit hotel.

It becomes clear very quickly that, as luck vdblive it, the hotel is built on a gateway to

| Sttt YR 4 &addzOK GKSNBQa | ¢gK2ftS f2FR 2F &K
I1T2Y0AFASR NBYIFIAya 2F GKS fFR FNRROughlKS Tl akKo
FLILIINBOAIGS AUREBET ENBIROS® 1150d dKSGRDEvidT || | f 2y

Warbeck) to try to figure out how to stop this from happening.

| should probably make it clear that Italian films of this era can only really be judged among
20KSNRBR 27F A G a4gitlikejarsy otheFfilmdreede@dtkeseldii® thei myeh of it is
laughablec the acting is atrocious and the dubbing is absolutely abygmatiziT ¢ SQNX G f
here about movies that were so Iebudget they were shot silent and the soundtrack was

cheaply dubed in later.

lfy2ad Ftf 2F CdzZ OAQa FAtvya o6Fa ¢Sttt a GKz2a
technique and though snobs will say it completely ruins the films, more -opeded sorts

will agree with me that it gives them a vintage chatmfact, this clear zerbudget vibe

only makes the film seem more impressive when it actually pulls off something memorable,
0SOlIdzaS AGQa Ot SINIAG KIFIR (2 KIFI@S 06SSy I OKAS

This being a Fulci film, and one of the films that endpan theBritishvideo nasty lisin
the '80s it should be fairly apparent what most of the'seemorable scenes weregory
deaths. Many of the deaths in this filane the stuff of horror legendnd some of them still
look surprisingly realistic to thisagl, a true testament to the special effects work of Fulci
and his effects guru Germano Natali.

Of course, much as with the fake scenefates Of Deatfreviewed elsewhere in this
ebook),i KS | RRSR Of FNA (e 27F (2 RIlraydbeskiNdse/ailoh oL 4l



of scenes as far less realistic than they seemed back when fgartbration VHS copies

LINE OARSR | GAGAfTElIGAY3 o6fdzNJ 0KFG KSELISR RAAZ
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necessarily believing.

Because of this, the infamous scene in which a paralysed man has his face eaten apart by
spiders is weakened a little when it becomes abundantly clear that some of the more active
‘hero’ spidersare about as fake as you can get, and when his-olearly latex nose is

LSSt SR 2FF AlGQa fyz2ad O2YAOlf o

With this in mind, that only makes it all the more impressive when the effects are

O2y @AY OAY3Id 2KAES (KS &L RS MPonelthdde daysshs OK I LIQ &
tongue being torn off might, and when a helpless blind woman has her throat ripped out by

KSNJ LI23aSaaSR 3IdzA RS R23I &2dzQff YINBSt G K2
darkly realistic given their budgetary constraints.

Somewhat unconventionally for a horror film, the final twenty minuteS'ime Beyondre

I OlGdzr tfe GKS 06Saided LNRyAOIffesxs (GKAa gl ayQd |
minutes a hospital is overrun by zombies, but Fulci had never planneav®zombies in it

at all. The German distribution company who owned the rights to his films put pressure on

him to add them however because his previous @lombi Zhad been so popular.

The resulting happy little accident is a film that starts like antedi house movie and ends

Fa I T2Y0AS Y20ASS IyR AGQa O2yaAiARSNBR o
f Ga SEOS&aaA@dsS 3A2NB yR GSNNAofS Rdz

020KSNBR o0& &dzOK | daletamples & Haliah bofigt of thaf &a. 2 F (i

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Although it was a banned video nasty back in the 80s, theseTday8eyonds readily

available uncut in the UK. Luckily, the lovely folks at Arrow Video have released a cracking
print of it in Bluray and DVD flavours, complete with a couple of commentaries and some
great documentaries aboutufci.

Bits and pieces

wThe final 'abyss' scene in which numerous seodered dead bodies lie on the floor was
filmed by slightly dodgy mew. Fulci rounded up some local tramps, plied them with
alcohol, made them strip naked and got them to lie drunk on the floor while he filmed. Fun!

wThe spider attack scene may look cheap as shit but it actually found its way into a big
budget blockbuste When Peter Parker gets bitten by a spider in Sam Raimi's0i02¢
Man movie, the nightmare sequence that follows include a brief clip fidra Beyond



Beyond The Mat (1999)

Director: Barry Blaustein
Starring:Mick Foley, Jake Roberts, Terry Fuhince McMahon

oMy mother was 13 years old when | was born. Why? Because my dad raped a little girl that
gla Ay | NB2Y aftSSLI aé& RIR gl a 3I2Ay3 2dzi ¢
CKSNBEQa a2YS o02ySa F2NIWH1S GKS {ylI{1So

| know professional wrestlih  A'@af. Qkinow the results are predetermined, | know the

storylines are set months in advance and | know winning a championship belt is nothing

more than a backstage reward for yourring ability and the way you connect with the

crowd. So does Bgy Blaustein, the documentary flmmaker who spent a few years making

Beyond TheMa . dzii G KIFG R2SayQi Wéthey arédiathieteshéyKt S S a
YAIKG KIFI @S |t NBFReé LIAOISR I gAYyyYySNI odzi AG ai
and nmental hell to bring an entertaining show to the public. This film aims to expose that

torment.

Shot during the Attitude era of the WWF (as it was back theeyond The Manhtroduces
and follows a bunch of different wrestlers at various stages in @¢irNBE SN ¢ KSNBE Q& !

5NRT R2@> | yS¢g aAirdayiy3a G GKS 22C NBFRe (2 Y
Mike Modest, two wannabe superstars who train at a small wrestling school and want a
aK20 4G FAIKGAYT 6AGK | oendready2orhiadlg vipehid bodt& S NS Q &

and Mick Foley, a legend-the-making at the top of his game as Mankind (the film was

FAf YSR 0ST2NBE YR RdzZNAYy3I KAA FlY2dza | Sttt Ly
upstart organisation looking to take on thwy dogs of the WWF antdCW. And finally

0 K S NB (e ShekeRoBertél a ong¢ime superstar fallen on hard times.

LiQa w20SNIaQ adG2NE GKIF 0Qa LISNKI LlealykS Y2ald
309 who grew up idolising him. At his heightthe WWE, Jake The Snake was a cold,

calculating master of intimidatiarhe was the ultimate bad guy and even though you booed

him when he came to the ring, deep down you loved watching him oByYhe time

Beyond The Matatches up with hink S Q & ck laddi€t Wdestling in tw4bit hick towns,

struggling to maintain relationships with his father (no wonder, considering how he was
conceived) and his estranged daughter.

|l A& G1fS&a 2F KI@GAy3a &aSE 2y (GKS NRIvwozmtagA 0K &
GAYS 6A0GK G2eazx GKSy Gg2 4G F GAYS FyR LQff
behaviour coming from the Rolling Stones or Russell Brand, but Roberts puts it into
LISNELISOUGAPS o0& |RRAYIAY a2 KSy &2addd) GAVFSS IK A WS/ O
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On a more positive note, the WWEF footage is interesting to see. The story goes that Vince
McMahon originally give full permission for Blaustein to film backstage and interview his
stars, but when he saw what peoplesve saying about him he tried to get the film banned.



What ultimately happened was the release of two versions of the &lifiheatrical Cut

GKAOK R2SayQi NBrftte YI1S (22 Ylyeé O2yGSyi(Az
Roberts mentionsMcMahan | YR | 5ANBO02NRAa /Mnte 6 KAOK O2y
comments McMahon wanted to remove. Having seen the Theatrical Cut plenty of times in

GKS LI ad FyR (GKS 5ANBOG2NRA /dzi 2yfté& NBOSyltf
certainly changesth¥ 2 2 R 2F (KS FAEY YR a &adzOK AdQa 0
you hunt down if possible.

Beyond The Mais an illuminating look at the world of professional wrestling and the people

K2 YI1S Al KFELWISYyd LGQf (LINSEMLINRDS | &/RdzA (AQF @ f
realise that while the results are plf S G SNYAY SR (G KSNBQa y20KAy3 ¥
GKSaS 3dz2a FILrOSo !'yR AF y20iKAy3a SftasSszs &2dzQf f
Il of22R& f20Steé& OKILX®

Fourout of five

How to seeit

¢t KSNBQa 2yt Beyand the MBNI/R id tfie BKFwhich is the standard
Theatrical Cut. You can get it fairly cheaply. In the US the Theatrical Cut is out of print but
you canfindl KS 5 A NXeésily2 NDa / dzi

Bits and pieces

wYou're going to take the piss here, but if you want a modern day equival@gyafnd The
Mat try out WWE Total Divasres, seriously. Half of thisrBality TVshow is indeed aobhd
of pish, but the other half is a genuinely interesting look at the beftire-scenes going on
at the WWE.

wBeyond The Matay be a brilliant look at the hidden world of pro wrestlers, but let's not
heap praise on Barry Blaustein just yet. He also wrote the screenplaybdddutty
ProfessoandNutty Professor 2: The Klumps



Black Christmas (1974)

Director: Bob Clark
Starring:Olivia Hussey, Margot Kidder, John Saxon, Keir Dullea, Marian Waldman
Also known as: Silent Night, Evil Night (USA title)

A AGGES oF o6& o dzyhiintingannaRdtcR &rabRitiskinweay bis biaby
Agnes ire

AlthoughHalloweenis credited as the film that kicked off the slasher genre Briday The
13this the considered the one that inspired a slew of imitatiddlack Christmapre-dates
them both by nearly half a decade.

This maks it all the more impressive, then, that despite being one of the earliest proper
examples of the genre, it remains one of the better slasher movies 40 years after its original
release.

hf AGALF 1 dzaasSe o06K2 TFTANRG T2 ddiétRplaysilesSa Ay CNIJ y C
student living at a college house with a bunch of other grtscently the house has been
NEOSAGAY3A I 203G 2F R2R3I& LK2yS OFffa FNRBY Iy

explicit messages;twombs, the lot.

2 KAT S O K&iddatpadi Shitnal BarlS(permarts Margot Kidder) gets a kick out of

giving the caller as good as he gets, the other girls are disturbed by the mesbBagesout

0KSe Q@S SOSNE NARIKG G2 0S dzZllJaSiasz 06SOFdzaS GKS
adually making them from upstairs in the same house.

Things start to go titsip when quiet girl Claire goes to her room and, unbeknownst to the
NBad 2F GKS K2dzaSYlFiSas Aa adzFF¥20F SR 08é& U(KS
made to sit in from of the window, plastic bag over her face and all.

2 KSy [/ fFANBQA RIFIR (dzaNya dzLJ 2 YSSG KSNJ GKS vy
0S02YSa OfSINJGKIFG a2YSGKAYy3 o6FR YAIKOG KIF @GS
start hassling the policenal trying to convince them to investigate her disappearance.

There are two main types of slasher film. The first has an established killer from the start
be that Freddy, Jason, Chucky, Michael Myers or what have wail the plot focusing
mainly whic2 ¥ (0 KS T-Befvisti@siwillde abit te defeat them.

Black Christmais an example of the second type, the whodunit slasher, where the plot is as
YdzOK | 62dzi FAYRAY3I GKS (1AfftSNNRa ARSyidAdGe | a



Whodunit slashers almoslways have a red herring who seems to be the most likely killer,
andBlack Christmas & y2 RAFTFSNBYyGo LGIQa 3I20 t SESNE WS:
end and is controlling and aggressive.

You see, Jess is pregnant and she wantsto have ahMIi A 2y > o6dzi t SGSNDa KiI
¢tKS aiNB’aa OFdzaSa KAY (G2 FdzO01 dzLJ Iy AYLERNILFY
piano, before heading over to the house to sort things out with Jess. Drama!

The evidence against Peter mounts when the dodgynehcalls start referencing
conversations Jess has had with him regarding the abortion, making it seemingly clear that
he has to be the one making them.

The whodunit plot and the unique visual style of the killings nialeek Christmageel more

like a Noth American (Canadian, to be exact) version of an Italian giallo film, the sort of

stylised murder movie that the likes of Dario Argento and Mario Bava were renowned for.

2 KAES Al R2SayQi KI @S GKS RARByproRicdmond SR @2 O f
guality of a typical giallo, it does still have a similar mood and tone.

One aspect in which it certainly outdoes giallos, however, is the performances. Olivia Hussey

does a decent job as Jess, but the supporting cast is fantastic. Marian Waldmanassilar

as the alcoholic landlady, Margot Kidder is convincingly irritating as the constantly drunk

NP FYR W2KYy {lE2Yy R2S48 KA& WLA&AASR 2FF O2L
do it again inA Nightmare On EIm Street

Warning: The nextpardgl LK alLl2Afa (KS SyRAy3azZ a2z aijAiLl Al
happens.

| said earlier that the plot of whodunit slashers tends to revolve around finding out who the

killer is, and then figuring out how to defeat them. In this respBtack Christmais

interesting in that neither question is answered. As the final credits roll to the sound of a
G§SEfSLK2YyS NAYy3IAAYy3I: ¢S aGAtf R2yQl (1y28 GKS
the house, alone with Jess.

Black Christmamay beoneof S 2f RS&G SEIl YL S& 2F GKS Y2RSN
one of the best. It still has the power to shock four decades later, and not eskghtly

aK2y1l1e NBYF1S AY Hnnc O2dzZ R RIFYF3IS Ad&a NBLIz
KISy Qi &Sty @A2NNBOGO (GKAa a az22y a LI2aaArot

Four and a halbut of five

How to seeit
Black Christmais only available on DVD in the UK. In America, you can choose between
either the DVD or a Bltay edition, whichs naturally the best way to see the film.

Bits and pieces
wThe argument over what the first slasher movie was is one that continues to rage on,
mostly among neckbearded types to be fair. Some say it wa@<Peeping Tombecause it



featured an antagoist that hunted and killed a series of people. Others say itBlask
Christmasecause it fit more in line with modern slasher conventions. Others still claim
Halloweenis the first 'true’' one because it laid the foundation for countless imitations to
follow. | couldn't give an eighth of a shite, to be honest: they're all worth a watch.

wBlack Christmawas remade in 2006 and, surprisingly, it's one of those few remakes that
isn't actually terrible. By no means is it anywhere as impressive as theabyrigiimd.



The Blair Witch Project (1998)

Directors: Daniel Myrick, Eduardo Sanchez
Starring:Heather Donahue, Josh Leonard, Mike Williams

A 2daAald ¢lyd (2 LRE23IA1TS (2 aArxl1SQa Y2YI wz2al
everyone. | was very naive. | &mso sorry for everything that has happened. Because in
spite of what Mike says now, it is my fault. Because it was my project.

There have been so many shatgm movies since the releaseTie Blair Witch Projethat

it can be hard to go back to tHém that kicked off the frenzy and appreciate it in a more

recent context. It no longer feels fresh, it no longer feels original, but what it does still offer

is a wellstructured, creepy fim. & f 2y 3 & &2dz2Q@8S yS@SNI aSSy A

The story goes thahree student filmmakerg Heather, Josh and Mikedecide to make a
documentary on Ellie Kedward, a woman who lived near Blair, Maryland in the 1700s and
was dubbed the Blair Witch by those who shunned and exiled her from her village. Kedward
was said @ have led children away from the village and killed them as punishment for her
banishment. Fasforward to the 1940s and a madman called Rustin Parr takes seven
children into the woods and kills them, claiming the Blair Witch told him to.

And so, in 1994our trio of flmmakers set out to investigate and try to find out more about

the legend. Or at least, they did. You see, Blar Witch Projecbpens with a message that

Heather, Josh and Mike went missing while filming this documentary, and the fotbtage

makes up the movie is what was found in the woods by a search party looking for them. Of
O2dzNES:E Ay NBIfAOGEe A0Qa it o02ft2014a4 FyR | St
and well and still struggling to find film rolésthis day butat the time of its releas@he

Blair Witch Proje® atheldonvincing website and eeal documentary about the Blair

Witch legend on the Séii Channel had plenty of filmgoers certain that what they were

watching was real footage of three missing clelulr

And so we see Heather interviewing local townsfolk about the Ellie Kedward tale, and

whether they thought it was real. We see her standing at various locations in Maryland,
NBIIRAY3I FTNBY | 06221 I 062 dzi 'rawlifdétige Whgr@tledrioK A & ( 2 NB
buy supplies from a supermarket and goof around in a hotel room. And then we see them

parking their car, leaving it behind and heading into the woods.

The Blair Witch Projeglays on our fear of the unknown, doing this not only by keeping

wht 4§ Qa 3J2Ay3a G2 KILWSY FTNRY dzasx odzi lfaz2 GKS
were only given very vague instructions as to what their characters should do thgtgtay

missing, drop the map, etgcand anything else they experienced was cosbgly

unexpected.

So when they wake up one morning to find odd piles of sticks next to their stuff, they had no
idea that was going to happen (the film crew did it as they slept). When they hear the noises



of children laughing outside their tent at nigftape recordings being played by the crew),
the terror you see and hear from them is genuine. This is whatldetBlair Witch Project
apart from the countless imitators that followed it, in which tiiear was carefully scripted,
rehearsed and actéoutto try and look authentic: here actuallywas.

CKAA LXIe 2y GKS FSINI 2F GKS dzyly26y Aa dzy¥2
watching the film for the first time can be an extremely unnerving and at times terrifying
experience (especially ifgaQ @S 320G | 3I22R az2dzy R agadsSy GKIF G
y2AaSa Fff FNRdzyR @2dz RdZNAyYy3I OSNIIFAYy aoOSySav
happens (orindeedR2 Say Qi v GKSy 41 GOKAYy3 GKS FAEY | a

experience. Fed# ¥ (G KS dzyly26y 06S5S02YSa SELISOGSRySaa 2
with is 81 minutes of people running around with a camera.

R

L¥ @& 2 dzQJ STheB&idSitdd PioeSaé it. It took an awful lot of work to make

something like this look sogendr> I YR A ¥ @2dz R2y Qi (1y2¢ YdzOK
0S GSNNAFASRP® Sax GKSNBQf ¢ GKS 2RR 0A3IKSI R
0SOSY AT GKS@ R2y Qi NBlIffe YSIy AG0X o6dzi GKA
to fear management and the vast majority of firsine viewers will be scared stupidhis is

in no way a film intended for multiple viewings though, so if you remember seeing it when it
FANRG OFYS 2dzi FyR FlyoOe Iy20KSNofehgoAy3ad &2d
scared in the woods as a walk in the park.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

The Blair Witch Proje@ currently available on DVD and, oddly,-Biy (even though the

RSt AOSNIGSte LIR2N) ljdzr ft Ade F220F 3S.BRIh&RY Q
GKS &1YS 3INBIFG SEGNI & 60AyOftdzRAY3I | NBI @
fake documentary shown on the S€iiChannel to promote the film), but the Biay also

has a few very interestingtatnative endings
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Bits and pieces

wlf you're in the mood for something completely different, check Bl#ir Witch 2: Book Of
Shadowslt was critically mauled when it was released because its higher budget and its
decision to ditch the handheld shakam in favour of more traditional sdtased filmmaking
meant it was nothing like the original, but treat it as what it's supposed tqQ &éairly meta
story that treats the firsBlair Witchas a movie, albeit one in which the events were indeed
real¢ and it may surprise you. | liked it.

wlt's very easy to mistak€he Blair Witch Projeets a handful of pricks running around in
the forest, but there is actually a pretty detailed backstory in there if you feel like going to
the trouble of looking into it. Try to get your hands thve bookThe Blair Witch Project
Dossierwhich provides a lot of the legend that leads to the events of the film, and if you
can try to find the three Blair Witch PC games that were releas2800 Each is set in a
different time periodg one in 1941, one in th&860s and one in 1785and fills you in on
more of the backstory.



Blood Glacier (2013)

Director: Marvin Kren
Starring:Gerhard Liebmann, Edita Malovcic, Brigitte Kren
Also known as: The Station

oMaybe the legends of wolfmen and mermaids are basebiaogical realities. Maybe the
938 LAY 3A2R 2F (GKS RSIRX !ydzoAaze NBlLFffte o4l a
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little suspiciousBlood Glaci€pa O2 EINBLIFTRNI&SIzA3SadGa AdQa t A1 S
Carpenter sefi horror film The ThingAnd this would have been accurate, Heue Thing

been deeply average.

Set in the German Alps, the film focuses on a group of researchers working in a tiny lab as

they reseach glacial reduction and how it affects climate change. Obviously this subject
YFEGGSNI Aay Qi SEFOGEf & f A7 Bléod Glacidthehitizdwsla & 2 dzNJ Y | R
curveball in the shape of, well, a bloadloured glacier.

Researcher Janek (Gerharddoeann) is out walking his dog when he comes across a large
glacier leaking a red liquid. Investigating a nearby cave he finds a creature that attacks his
dog, so both Janek and his canine companion leg it back to the lab to tell the others what
happened.

It turns out the red stuff is an odd organic substance which is transforming the local wildlife
Ayid2 Ydzill SR o0Slradaed 2KIFIiQa ¢2NERSE GKSNBQa |
OKSOl dzZLJ 2y K2¢ GKS (SIFYQa NBaSIFNOK Aa 3I2Ay3

Thg introduction of the grup adds a few more suplots to keep things interesting. For
SEFYLX S FY2y3 (GKS -BwPwrlater @veds shedvashHreghany S| Qa S
with his baby but had it aborted. Ouch.

Meanwhile, once the frozen shit hits the fan and all manner ofated creatures start
knocking on the lab door, the group dynamic begins to feel reminiscent to tHigbt Of
The Living Deadvith arguments and fights threatening to harm the residents before the
mutants get a chance to.

@ YSYGAZ2YyAYy3d YWwRAYISNRLOE 0S2 Yiok2SIzZAKE L Q@S 2dzad
DVD cover does. In no way dd&sod Glaciecome close to matchinlyight Of The Living

Deadwhen it comes to studying themes of trust anda@poeration within a group mechanic,

partly because most dhe characters are completely forgettable.

The only staneébut performance, other than those of Janek and Tanja, is that of the Minister
KSNBSt ¥ LXFT&@8SR o6& . NAIAGGHS YNBY 0GKS RANBOI



work and so does a good jab racketing up the tension in the lab. Other than that, though,
AlGQa I FEANI & RdzZ t 3INEdzLI®
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are some great ideas here: mutated cockroaches, foxes, goats and epgézs at various
points throughout the film.

¢CKS LINBPOfSY Aa (GKSe 221 a2 dzyO2y @Ay OAy 3> NH
serious film. Had'he Thindeatured creatures that looked like they were designed by a high

school modebuilding club itv@ dzf Ry Qi KI @S KIFIR GKS alyYS OKAff
pun).

The final straw is the absolutely ridiculous ending, which is just beyond belief and will just
KIS GKS dzZRASYOS GKAY1AY3AY G{SNRA2dzafteK | 2¢
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Earlier in the film, a pregnant woman succumbs to the organism and dies. At the end, after
surviving the onslaught of mutant monsters and leaving us all in no doubt whatstheter

this organic thingy is a very bad thing, Janek and Tanja find her mutant baby, which looks
disgusting and undoubtedly evil. Amazingly, they decide to adopt it as a replacement for the
one she aborted, and leave on a helicopter with it. WHAT.

Do not ke fooled by the hypeBlood Glacieis no more likeThe Thinghan a pack of
sausages is likgabe: Pig In The Cityhat it actually is, is a passable Austrian horror film
that us perfectly watchable but drops the ball with disappointing regularity.

Twoand a halfout of five

How to seeit
Blood Glaciereceived aDVD release in the UK early 2014ourtesy of Studiocanathen
got a US DVD release in August 2014

Bits and pieces

wDespite how average it iBlood Glaciewas still considered impressivenough to win

three awards at the Austrian Film Awardsest makeup, best sound editing and, amazingly,
best actor for Gerhard Liebmann.

wl'm sure Liebmann would have been happy enough with that award, but he also won
another that same yeara Diagomle Actor Award (awarded for excellence in Austrian film)
for the dubiously named Bad Fucking. Bet that was an awkward ceremony.



The Burning (1981)

Director: Tony Maylam
Starring:Brian Matthews, Leah Ayres, Brian Backer, Jason Alexander

GThey never fond his body, but he survived. He lives on whatever he can catch. Eats them
NIFéZ EABSD b2 f2y3ISNI KdzYlyed wAIKG y2e3> KSQa
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Although there werea number of slasher films befofgiday The 13tkmost notably
HalloweerandBlack Christmasz A (G ¢l a GKI G FAf{YQa adz00Saa ¢

genre that was by farthe mostekt YA i F G SR RdzZNAy 3 GKS Qynay GKS

(Obviously, by thatmean slasher films set in a summer camp, as opposed to films where a
TATESNI LINF YOSBNI NR Az Bza g2 a$F28B2aG1 60AYy I a2YS

One of the earliest imitationg and one of the best, actualtywasThe Burninga film
written and produced by théhen-indie Weinstein brothers and their small studio Miramax.

¢CKS ad2NEQa A0GNIAIKGF2NBINR Sy2dzaKe ¢Sy &SI N
decide they hate one of their counsellors, Cropsy, so much that they want to play a trick on
him.

OnekidsSl 1a Ayd2 / NRBLA&QA OFoAYy 6KAES KS af SSLX
his bedside, with a lit candle inside it. Christ knows where he got that skull from, mind.

'YV F2NIdzy 6Stfée GKS GNARO]l R2SayQid 3I2tnjabitd S | &
of a fright when he wakes up, kicks out and knocks the skull over.

This sets his bedsheets on fire, which in turn ignites a conveniently placed bottle of gasoline
on his floor, causing the entire cabin to go up in flames.

BurntworsethanamdlD2 f SLIJGA O0OQa RAYYSNIJI RdAdzZNAy3 2yS 27
screaming out of his cabin, all ablaze, and dunks himself in the nearest river while the young
pranksters run like fuck, escaping the crime scene pronto.
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yoghurt with jam mixed through it. Unluckily for a different bunch of kids at a nearby
adzYYSNJ OF YL) G§4Sy @SINR fF30SNE KSQa aitAatt | g
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Checking himself out of hospital, Cropsyatie back to the camp where he was burned alive,
stopping to quickly murder a prostitute in New York along the way (just to have a kill in the
first hal-hour, you see).



UnlikeFriday The 13thwhich took place at a camp that was still days from openimg, t
camp inThe Burnings already thriving and full of children of all ages.

The potential controversy of Cropsy causing some sort of child genocide is helpfully averted
gKSY AUQad RSOARSR (KIFdG | o0dzyOK 27F (dswhazt RSNJ
river to a different part of the woods.
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There are three thigs that makerhe Burningtand out from the countless othdtriday The
13th clones that would eventually saturate drives, grindhouse cinemas and video shelves.
The first is its odd soundtrack.

Rather than the typical heaitJ? dzy’ RA y 3 & 2 dzy étilifrbid &slashér fldz@he S E LJ
Burning instead opts for a score composed by Yes keyboardist Rick Wakeman. The result is
an odd mix of progressive synth music and surprisingly jaunty music which, somehow,
actually works.

The second is the acting. Without &tJi A 2y X ¢ KS . d2Ny oy 3wa Ol 80 RS
performances, providing us with characters that we love, hate, laugh at and care about for
all the right reasons.

2 KSGKSNI Al Qa -B3KDateKplayet ifein@ldaY WHIR 2y | f SEF YRS ND 3
responsible counsellor with a shady past, each actor plays off their fellow characters well
FYR GKSNBQa | 3ISYySNIf FSStAy3a (KIFIG GKS& 6SNB
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group dynamic at the campsite and conveniently ignoring the fact that Cropsey had already
0SSy aSi 2y FANB lyR &adznaSldsSyate LI dzyISR |
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Friday The 13th Part\@ent into production Paramount asked effects guru Tom Savini (who

had worked on the first film) to return. Savini, however, turned Paramount down and

instead signed up to work ohhe Burningand it shows.

While there are a decent amount of gory shots to be seen, by far the best example is the
infamous raft scene, in which a batch of teens is quickly killed in a number of gruesome
ways within a brief 2&econd period.

Fingers are cut off, someone has garden shetasted in theirneck. A 1 Q& £ € 3INA & &
gKAETS AG Of SFNIe t221a FI1S KS&aS RFHeaz Al Y
Sure enough,ite home video version dfthe Burningvas banned in the UK, becoming one

of the infamous Video Nas (of which | eventually intend to review all 72).



[221AY3 G AG y2¢ GK2dAKI (KSNBQa y2 gle& Al
of Faces Of Deatbr Cannibal Holocaugtvhich is reviewed over the pagéhdeed, its gory
scenespalein LI NAaz2y G2 (2RI & Qa Sawant &vbidithdadagThes A (1 K
13thremake eclipsing it in terms of gore.

Its unwarranted Video Nasty status aside, th€he Burnings worth a watch as one of the

better examples of camp slasher cinemabitiliant performances are uncharacteristic for

GKS 3ASYNBI YR AlGQa 320 Sy2dzaAK of22Rthét2 al (A
top.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Tragicallydespite now being passed fully uncut in the UKe Burnindnas be@ out of print

for a while meaning the best chance Brits will have of getting a copy is btiyengld out

ofprint5+5 FTNRY ! YIT2yQa ySgkdzaSR aSO0GA2Yy 2N 2y
deal witha stunning Blaray/DVD combo version, which isdbaregion locked.

Bits and pieces

wThe story of Cropswasactuallybased ora real campfire story that, apparently, continues
to be told to this day in New York and New Jersey. You'd think they'd have enoudjfereal
crimes to talk about.

wWhile oncameraThe Burningvas the debut for the likes of Jason Alexander and Holly
Hunter, it was also the first movie for two other famous namescafhera. Harvey

Weinstein created and produced the film, while his brother Bob Weinstein helped with the
screenply.



Cannibal Holocaust (1979)

Director: Ruggero Deodato
Starring:Robert Kerman, Francesca Ciardi, Perry Pirkanen, Gabriel Yorke, Luca Barbareschi
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be respected as such. You know, did you ever think of the Yacumo poimihiat we
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The story goes that when Sergio Leartbe legendary Italian director ddnce Upon A Time
In The Wesand The Good, The Bad And The Udiyst sawCannibal Holocaushe felt
compelled to write a letter to his friendd®23 3 SN2 5S2RI (2 GKS TAfYQ&
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He was rightCannibal Holocaasvas eventually banned in numerous countries (the
unofficial estimate is around 50, including the UK and its native Italy), and such was the
realistic nature of the orscreen deaths that Deodato was actually arrested and held on trial
under suspicion omurder of the four main actorsa charge he was only able to drop after
getting all four actors to appear at the courtroom.

¢K2dzZa3K (KS | 0adz2NRfe& AyadzZ dAy3a GAGES |

get to later) may suggest th&annbal Holocausts little more than a tacky little dollop
ANAYRK2dzaS 3aANRGOSX AGQa [ Oldatte | @OSNE | 0O02YL
intensely difficult to watch.

YR aKz2lL
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The movie is split into two parts. The first sees a New York professed lyda guide and a
captured tribesman, travelling into a South American jungle to try and find four missing
filmmakers who had left two months prior to shoot a documentary on the existence of
cannibal tribes in the jungle.

After getting into numerous sapes and withessing some truly shocking things (which,
FAFAYyS LQff 3ISG G20 GKS LINPFSAaaz2N S@Syidz ff
remains of the filmmakers and all their camera equipment.

Deciding he needs to get their flm reelshom@ &SS gKIF G GKS@QR akKz2dax
the tribe, partaking in their grim rituals and eventually gaining their trust and their
permission to take the reels.



The second part of the film is by far the most interesting, as the professor returns to New

York and watches the footage with three NYU executives. As we watch the footage with

them, we see how the four filmmakers commit various atrocities on both the tribes they
SyO2dzy i SN FyR GKS F2NBadQa oAt RfATRptherl{f{ o
interests in this documentary are noble. Slowly it becomes clear that they may not have

been entirely innocent after all.

CKS WF2dzy R F2201 3SQ A R Bne Blairavitdh Prad¢iBeditnMiarg y S {
credit with the birth of the gnre) by more than two decades. Everything is shot so
O2y @Ay OAy3Ife&s o0FR RdzooAy3d |aARSY GKIFIG AdQa
F220F3S8Sd LGQA YI RSorEtoy worse ByBhe ta& that Si¢ ob theS
atrocities shown lok real because, well, they are.

Every grisly animal killing in the film is completely genuine. The actors really did drag a giant
turtle out of the water, behead it, pry its shell off, scoop out its intestines and eat it as its
limbs twitched disturbingl. A South American native really did scalp a monkey and eat its
brains. A pig really was shot in the head, a spider and a snake really were hacked in two by a
hatchet and a muskrat really was tied up and had its throat slit.

The above are all shown (ihe uncut version, at least) in unflinching detail, making it clear
G2 GKS @GASHSNI GKFG 6KIFIG GKS@QNX aSSiay3a Aa
trickery could imitate it.

Incidentally, until recently the film had nearly five minutes of datthe UK with all animal
scenes removed. This surprisingly changed in 2011, when Shameless Entertainment
resubmitted the film for Bluay release in the UK and were told they could reinstate all the
animal slaughter footage, with the exception of the madkscene.
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banned, the passing of all the other animal deaths seems to me a case of locking the stable
door after the horse has already had a bolt in the head.

Mypers/  f @ASs 2F (KSasS ao0OSySa Aa (KIG GKS@QNB

LQY & il degnSdfshi@(asHoyigiaa the footage is within the confines of the law) and
a4 &dzOKZ AT GKS ..C/ KlIa RSSYSR fticénkidered 2 & 0
an illegal act then they should be in there, much as | hate them.

27
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grainy quality of this footage disguises the detail somewhat it still makes for bleak viewing
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the film, and makes it clear that despite what they think is supposed to be taboo, the
showing of real animal slaughter and real executions mean all bets are off. As a result, when
humans are abused and mutilated later in the film (in a surprisingly realistic manviea)
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real deal too.

Cannibal Holocausi | &y Q4 (G KS T X th&dven aré r¥pretiedsibigadds Ol K A &
Deathalso mixed genuine footage with stagkmbtage to try and make the presence of the

former increase the believability of the latter. The difference was that the staged scenes in
FacesOfDeath2 2 { SR f I dzZAKlI of & FI 1S3 oKSNBlI A KSNB Gf
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would be. Bear in mind all scenes are shown in graphic detail, with few cutaways and things

only obscured at mments where it would be impossible to film without doing it for real.

(Obviously, the next paragraph has massive spoilers)

A tribesman is seen raping a tribeswoman with a giant stone phallus, then raping her with a
spiked mudball, then beating her to d#h with a boulder, as punishment for adultery.

Another tribeswoman is raped by the film crew. The female member of the film crew is
gangraped and beheaded. A pregnant tribeswoman has her baby forcibly removed and
buried alive in mud while the woman isd&ten to death. Another tribeswoman is found

impaled on a large wooden pole (as the poster depicts). Another filmmaker is hit with a
spear, hacked in two and has his torso ripped apart and eaten. After being bitten by a snake
(off-camera), one man has hiexggy hacked off but dies of shock anyway. Finally, a filmmaker
has his penis cut off: | have no idea how they managed to fake this last one because it looks
SO genuine.

1a &2dz Ol y & S\ekklt Ralph Soingifere afiehy &l this éepravity iseal
point, and genuine commentary on the state of journalism, in that the same reporters and
filmmakers who preach about the horrors of this world are themselves using those horrors
(and sometimes helping create them) for fame and ratings.

A warning shan at the start of an Australian DVD version released a few years back

dzy s AGGAYy It @ LINRPGSa (GKAA OSNE LRAYyIG® LG NBIRaA
with absolute sincerity that by no means do we condone the artistic decisions employed by

the makers of this film. However, as firm believers in the constitutional right of free speech,

we do not believe in censorship.

G2 KIFd &2dz gAft aSS gAftf RSTFAYyAGSte akKz201 | YR
a disturbing historical document a bygone era of extreme irresponsibility which no longer
SEAaGA | YRY K2LISTFdAtezs gAatft ySOSNI SEAAaG |3 A

Ironically, in opening with this warning to those who have already paid for the DVD, the
company in question is only demonstrating what the filrirygng to saythat some are
more than happy to display mock outrage at atrocities while cashing in on the
sensationalism they provide.



If you can see past the onslaught of graphic and sexual violence and reach its genuine, valid
message theiCannibal Hacaustg A £ f LINE @S AdQa Y2NB GKIy 2dzai
so requires an incredibly strong stomach though, and making it to the end will ensure that
Cannibal Holocaustays with youg for a number of reasonsfor a long time.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Cannibal Holocaustas been released in a myriad of versions over the years, all with varying
degrees of cuts made. In the UK the most complete version is the aforementioned DVD and
Bluray by Shameless Entertainment. The-Bly s the best quality version of the print

82dzQf f aSS FyegKSNB FyR A& lftyvyz2ad FdzZ fe& dzyOd
Only the 15second muskrat killing scene has been cut (replaced with random shots of

monkeys in trees as we hearitsqueaf 30> LJ dza A G | f a2 AyOfdzZRSa
which Deodato has gone through the film again and removed all of the animal killings. It also

has some interesting interviews with the cast and crew, some of whom are less than kind

when talking abouthe film.

L¥ @2dz ft A0S Ay -tayyvBrbldn @Mailbleithiérs (iBughitheYUR one is dz

regiondfree so you can import it). However, the Deluxe DVD edition from Grindhouse

Releasing features a second disc full of extras, the fully uncut vestbe film (muskrat

a0SyS FyR fft0o YR Ala 26y WrHyAYlf ONMzStdGe ¥
you get in bonuses.

Bits and pieces

wTo this day I'm torn o&annibal Holocaust personally think it's an incredibly effective

film with stunningly realistic special effects given its tiny budget, and while the animal
killings are disgusting to watch they're very much a relic of their time and hard to criticise in
this newlyenlightened era 35 years later. Despite this, | still find ifaliff to recommend
Cannibal Holocaugb others looking for a good horror film, because it make me feel they'll
think less of me as a person if they watch it and are disgusted by it. So if you give it a go
based on this review, don't hate me.

wDirector Riggero Deodato recently condemned the animal killings in his film, saying he
regrets everything he did, including making the film in the first place. I'm not entirely sure
how genuine he's being there, given that in the past he's claimed the killingsinvére

name of art and every animal killed was then eaten for food. Nonethelesssistthe reason
for the 'Director's ReEdit', whichappears in the UK Shameless-Biy release andemoves

or severely cuts many of the animal killings under his apparesttuction.



The Care Bears Movie (1985)

Director: Arna Selznick
Starring:Voices of Mickey Rooney, Jackie Burroughs, Cree Summer, Sunny Thrasher

GThey must be taught a lesson! A lesson for the children! A lesson for the town! A lesson for
everyone¢

First, a disclaimer. | watched the shit outldfe Care Bears Mowehen | was a wee tot, and

it terrified me every single time. When | saw it was available on the US Netflix library (which
can be accessed using this trick), | decided it would be the ¢tdifim for That Was A Bit
Mental, for reasons that will become obvious. Well, even more obvious than
anthropomorphic bears that can project magical symbols from their guts.

The film opens on an orphanage, where delightiid-man-and-not-at-all-a-padeo M
Cherrywood (Mickey Rooney) is tucking the children into bed. They ask him for a bedtime
story to help them sleep peacefully and he obligesadifisedly deciding to tell them the

one about the evil as fuck book that tried to plunge the Earth into misery

. SF¥F2NB GKFGX aNJ / KSNNEg22RQa (I fS 2LSya 6AGK
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approach them and ask to be their friends. Despite their best efforts, Friend Bear and Secret

. SENIOF2NIAG Aa GKS@0 R2y Qi Yyl 3Satdl2 oAy 2¢
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working on a new machine that can quickly telepogtibs back there from Earth. The

machine goes a little wonky though and as well as Friend Bear and Secret Bear, Kim and

Jason are alsobeamedupto Gag 2 0 @ bl GdzNIF f t & GKS@QNB LA aas
annoying bears but in one of the quickest ogloswings ever it only takes half a verse of a

musical number to completely win them over. Handy.

¢

Meanwhile, Tenderheart Bear has been sent to offer friendship to Nicholas, a wannabe
magician who feels all alone because other kids make fun of him fanglayth his wand

Ftf GKS GAYS O6FKSYO® LGQa G22 tF30S (GK2dza3K 0o
possessed by an evil spirit in the form of a big green face that looks like a cross between

Grace Jones and the Wicked Witch from Snow White witld faoisoning. The face teaches

Nicholas some evil spells and he uses them at his next magic show to remove all the love

from the children there. The face then tells Nicholas to collect some items for her so that

they can both create aspellsoevilthd®it f AG2L) 6§KS SYyGANS 62NIR 7T
other.

(@)



Tenderheart legs it back to Cafelot to tell the Care Bears but they already know
somehow Caré\-Lot is linked to human emotion so as people on Earth stop caring it starts
to wreck CareA-Lot. IfNicholas manages to complete the spell then nobody on Earth will
care about anyone and, to put it in the nicest way possible, the Care Bears are fucked.

So begins a journey consisting of numerous songs, various hijinks and a trip to the Forest Of
Feelingsa mysterious new place with a bunch of cuddly new animals called the Care Bear

/| 2dzaAya 6SkOK az2f R &h&tlitbeddmasGbuddantly cledh@ Garel & ( KA &
Bears Movias simply a 78ninute advert for these new toys.

In fact, | remembethe VHS tape | had as a child actually started with an advert for the Care
.SIFNJ/2dzaAy (G2é8a o0STF2NB (KS FAEY SOSy &l NI S
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filmmakers realised most kids tend to turn a video off before the end credits have finished
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Considering its target audienddne Care Bealdovieis one scary film. That bastard faice
the-book gets more and more evil as the movie progregsegentually speaking in two

voices at once and changing col@uand there are plenty of other scary moments

throughout such as the evil purple clougat roams around, the giant tree monster that

grabs the Care Bears and nearly eats them, and the final chase through a creepy fairground
while a distressing song callddok Outplays in the background. Terror, thy name is Care
Bears.

That aside, the r& of the film remains goodatured fun for very young children with lots of
LR2aAGABS YSaal 3Sa UGKNRJIAK2dzis G(K2daAK AdG R2Sa
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him, because his symbol looks like the Celtic FC logo) gets less screen time than even the
annoying Care Bear baby twins, Baby Hugs and Baby Tugs (the latgnbeonly the

name of a Care Bear but also a g#ffasuring technigue for those recovering from genital

surgery). And the twist endingvhich went right over my head when | was a, kida
RSEAIKGFdzE € AGGE S G NB I(dpdlas)iviksCtieavookl & Kith BenNBE  { 2
that means Jason is unaccounted for and in such circumstances | usually assume that means
they died horribly. Poor Jason.

Um, anywayThe Care Bears Movik you have (or can borrow) some young kids watch it,

0SOl dzaS TIXK@8 QA0 LT e2dz R2y Qi FyR @&2dz al g A
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like a creepy old person.

Threeout of five

How to seeit
The Care Bears Moviavailable for a few quid on DWbboth the UK and US.



Bits and pieces
wGood job Care Bears, you made a lot of children illiterate because they were too fucking
terrified to open a bookProbably.

WA sequel, you ask? But of cour§edre Bears Movie Il: A New Generati@s released in
1986 and saw the Care Bears trying to stop an evil demon called Dark Heart taking over a
summer camp. It was the first film | evemsan the cinema, but | was only three years old
and | haven't seen it again since so I'm not sure my review would be up to scratch.

wThe Care Bears were recently given a reboot Witine Bears: Welcome To Garkot, a
horrible-looking CGlI cartoon serie&ood Luck Bear even has an Irish accent in it. Is nothing
sacred?



Children Of The Corn llI: Urban Harvest (1995)

Director: James Hickox
Starring:Daniel Cerny, Ron Melendez, Jim Metzler

ELicG2 S gK2 | NB &2dzy3 KI @S | froNeawha Walks BeRind( K| G A
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gets spoiled, so afteChildren Of The Coamd its iffy sequel it was decided to take the

series to the streets instead. No longer are we dealing with a town full of creeiing

|l YAGK (AR&AX AyaildSIR 6SQ@S 324 Go2 2F GKSY A

Joshua and his younger brother Eli have been moved from Galiwetwith foster parents
in Chicago. Since they come from Amish backgrounds it takes them a little while to get
settled into their new city lifestyles, and this is further compounded by the fact that the
younger brother is a fucking maniac.

Things come t@a head when the inseparable brothers go to their new city school and are
LINEYLIGf & aSLINIGSR 6RdzS (G2 GKSANI IS0 6KAOK
Joshua tries to fit in, learn the city life and befriend his new classmates, Eli instead starts

hatching a plot to make everyone pay.

For the most partChildren Of The Corniila passable but ultimately forgettable yarn

where the usualweird kids getting used to a foster home and new schinopes are dished

out left, right and centre. Meanwle, a number of dull Omeatyle'accidentalkillings take

place, all seemingly committed by the mysterious He Who Walks Behind The Rows, the evil
deity from the first two films.

As Eli starts preaching at his school about He Who Walks Behind The Riogvgian

lectures on why adults are so evil but kids are brilliant (or words to that effect), the other

children at the school start to take notice and become brainwashed by his teachings,

forming a cult of kids ready and willing to destroy the adultsta®oso meh. Having said

that, one of the kids is actually a yagiand uncredited Charlize Theranz A G Q& F ff & g A
roundabouts.

It seems thatChildren Of The Cornifligoing to trundle along to a boring ending until Eli

decides he and his army kids should go back to Gatlin and try to summon He Who Walks

Behind The Rows. Then things get fucking INSANE, with a huge ridiculous monster bursting

out of the ground and wrecking the place, eating kids and flailing tentacles all over the

LX | OSoK2WQatetazysS 2F GKS ¢g2NBRG aLISOALE STTS
picks up a kid who is clearly a crude model miniature of a person.



So,Children Of The Corn tthen. Bullshit for the first 70 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of
complete luna&y that makes no sense whatsoever but is oddly compelling for its sheer
AKAUGYSaaod L &dzZJi2.202 Ny ed2 dzizRE &/12& Al @& dif RiyQdd fl

Twoout of five

How to seeit
The UK standalone DVD is out of print now but you can still gae#p for a couple of quid
AT @2dz £t221 INRdzyR® ! YdzOK o6SGGSNI 2LIWiA2Y A&

three Children Of The Cofims® ¢ KSNBQa y2 FlyoOé o62E &4Sd Ay
rather needless Bluayrelease.

Bits and pieces

wSometimes | wonder what Stephen King thinks of all ti@&sidren Of The Cofitms.
From his single 11,0000rd short story written for Penthouse magazine, Hollywood has
churned out a total of ten movies and-tellings, the vast majority of which hawack all to
do with his story except the title.

wlf you're looking for mnother bit of beforethey-were-famous type triviaother than the
aforementioned Charlize Ther@ppearancethis film's successdhildren Of The Corn IV:
The Gatheringtarred a yong Naomi Watts, acting her little Australian heart out.



Chronicle (2012)

Director: Josh Trank

Starring:Dane DeHaan, Alex Russell, Michael B Jordan

B KSNBEQad (KAa GKAYy3AZT NAIKGZ AdQa OFrtfSR (KS
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right? A lion does not feel guilty when it kills a gazelle, right? You do not feglwhén you

squash a fly. And | think that means somethéng.
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no friends. His only solace is a video camera that he uses to film his life and document the

various goigson around him. In short, things could be going better.
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the woods. While invetigating the hole the trio fall in and end up in a cave, where they find

a huge glowing structure. Some weird shit goes down and the camera glitches out and

breaks, switching off.

We rejoin them a short while later after the three teens have somehow rgeddo leave

the cave Things are differentthouglit KS& y2¢ KI @S & dzLJSNJ L2 6 SNE @
simply move objects with their mind, bas they flex their telekinesimusclesand are able

to move progressively larger objects, things get &elittlore serious and Andrew starts

toying with the idea of using his powers to punish the society that shunned him.

The first half ofChroniclas great fun. As the trio get used to their new abilities they do the

a2NI 2F GKAy3Ia @ 2nmmeRs wsilE to8se themito nikdsRrdzingl. Phey (S S
move leatblowers over to schoolgirls to blow up their skirts, they go to toy shops and freak

children out with floating toys and they make YouTdbgle Jackass clips where they stab

each other with forks,tN2 ¢ ol aSolffta |0 SIFIOK 20KSNJ IFyR Y2
parks to confuse them. These guys are no Sgidlen: to them, with great power comes

great irresponsibility.
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blog). Talk about a coincidence.
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This fairly shameless introductionjisst an excuse for the filmmakers to break the whole
‘found footagerestrictions and introduce multiple camera angles. The rules are broken
even further when Andrew realises he no longer has to hold his camera, instead using his
powers to make it float aund him and essentially allowing the film to make use of any
crane, tracking and steadycam shots a normal movie can use.



As things start getting out of hand and the movie gets a little da@teonicleloes start to

lose its momentum a little, but it $tiremains compelling. The three leads interact well

together and though a couple of major turning points could be seen a mile off (particularly
G0K2aS Ay@2t gAy3 ! yRNBgQa LI NByldav GKSNBQa ad

One slightly disappointing psct is the final act, in which the whole handheld camera
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small cameraand pull them all toward him, giving him a selection of suspiciously high
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survive through to the end.

Chroniclh & | LJ SFalyd &dzZNLINARAST (GdzNYyAy3d 620K GKS
film style on their respective heads. It could have done with a stronger conclusion but for

the most part this is one worth seeing.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Chroniclas available on both DVD and Bay in both the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wSince this review wdgst written, it has been announced th&hronicledirector Josh

Trank is to direct an upcoming Star Wars sgfinrmovie I'd like to think it was my review

that did it. You're welcome, Josh.

Wil YYYE L KFE@S I LINRofSYD ¢ Kétagestylenthdnera2 Ay 3

through the eyes of the protagonists' handheld cameras. But near the end there's supposed
to be a big massive fight that takes place all over the city. How th&@iT IT. We'll make

one of the kids so powerful that he has full telepathic control over every camera in the city
and is able to jump between each shot with the expertise of a Hollywoadie@ NJp &



The Company Of Wolves (1984)

Director: Neil Jordan
Starring:Sarah Patterson, Angela Lansbury, Micha Bergese, David Warner

oNever stray from the path, never eat a windfall apple and never trust a man whose
eyebrows meet in the middte.

DirectorNeil Jordan is perhaps best known for his contributions to the vampire genre

(Interview With The Vampiyeand the'chicks with dickggenre The Crying Gamdut in the

Wyna KS Ffaz €tSyld KA&d RANBOG2 NBelChpasyOh £ £ & (2
Wolves a film so rich in imagery and metaphor that its ideas and themes are still heavily
discussed more than 25 years after it was originally released.

While the prologue is set in the present day, the vast majorityted Company Of Wolves
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wolves that roam the woods nearby Rosaleen, a tweyltvarold girI is caught up in this
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for a while.

There her granny tells her a bunch of stories, which play out one by one over the course of

the film: some told by granny, others recounted by Rosaleen to her mum later on.

Eventually, Rosaleen herself becomes theeciof one of the taleg a werewolf version of

Little Red RidingHoogl YR A4 O2YyFNRBYGSR gAGK 2yS 2F GKS
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the ones it does featurare fairly extreme. One transformation scene in particular has a
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Underlying sexual connotations aside, this is an incredda&ing film. Jordan and
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artsy-fartsy shots that usually have me dismissing a film as pretentious but work perfectly

here.

The Company Of Wolv&sl a
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really much like it out there. While it does lose its way a little at times and get a tad too

aK2ge F2NIAGA 2y 3TA22RI AGQa adGAft  FALY LC

films fantastical and celwal.
Fourout of five

How to seeit

UK wolflovers can geThe Company Of Wolvea DVD and on Bltay. The Bleray is pretty
cheap at thetime of writingand both versions have an excellent commentary by Neil Jordan
explaining a lot of the messages @ih in the film.

Bits and pieces

wSome of the props used the Company Of Wolvescently went up for auction. They
were a 'special effects wolf back’ (estimated to sell for £80Q00), a cableontrolled
'‘Bertie' transformation head (£40606000), a able-controlled humarto-wolf
transformation head (£15082500) a wolf body puppet (E2062000) and a wolf bust
puppet (E2006£4000). Sadly, none of them were sold.

wlf you think about it, this film isn't very realistic because wolves lack the proper
communication skills and business acumen needed to effectively run a successful company.
Indeed, were The Company Of Wolves a real PLC its share price would plummet almost
immediately as soon as it was revealed its board consisted entirely of wolves indtead
people.



Confessions (2010)

Director: Tetsuya Nakashima
Starring: Takako Matsu, Kaoru Fujiwara, Yukito Nishii, Ai Hashimoto
@ad® a2NRIdzOKAX GKSNBE Aaé¢az2YSOKAYy3a gNByYy3I gAG

My good chum and work colleague Tamoor gave me adiyesterdayand told me:

G2 GOK GKAAZT AGQff 0SS LISNFSOU F2NJ é2dzNJ aA0Sd
was on Amazon ordering a copy for myself, becaisefessions & 2y S 2F (GKS 06 Sal
seen in years.

Yuko Moriguchi is a teacher in chargf aclassof 1gear2 f R4 X o6dzi aKSQa RSOA
Ayo {KSQa 320 32 adRyoB dadghtef ha$ @ietl and Ahy khows thalzthe

two people responsible for it are two of her pupils.

Rather than tell the police and send the two yourilgeks through what she believes is a far
too lenient youth justice system, she decides to plot her own revenge, a revenge ¢hat
you learn the true story of what happened to her daughtevill have you questioning
GKSGKSNI aKSQa 3I2yS G22 FI N

The fist halfhour of Confessions & LISNX I LJA (GKS Y2ad Sy3aNrRaaiAy3d
essentially one long monologue delivered by Yuko to her students, explaining to them what
happened, how she discovered the identities of the killers, and her methpdnishment.

To say too much would be to spoil a film that really has to be seen with very little knowledge
about the plot.

This first hakhour is the first of three differentconfessiong SaaSy d Al € t & & LJX A G
acts into separate revelatns. Throughout the second act you start to question whether the

two ‘killers really deserve the punishment Yuko has bestowed upon them, but by the time

82dz NBFOK (GKS (GKANR IOl &2dz2ff KI@S aSSy Y2N
Wurlywhi S RFYyOAy3a G2 Qcna NRBO|l Yy NRff YdzaAoOo

¢CKS LIX 20 AayQid (KS cengedsiongholgh. THe Sderdittackisiah y 3 | 6 2 d
incredible combination of beautiful score and achingly hipm&sig S YA y dzi S & 2 dzQNB
watching slowmotion shots over piano musigaR G KS y S By 38 avdzRMEBt KBS (R0 a
Flowers.

Yeakingoftheslowr 2 G A2y X AlGQa dzaASR 2F0Sy KNP dzAK 2 dzi
SEOCOS&aaAgdsS 2N fl062dz2NBR® LIQaA KFIYyREtSR a2 YI3ya
almost everyshot is a unique work of art.

'Y F2NIdzy 6Ste L OF y @onfeaslodd SO AzaYsdzAK NBZ NK & dR2d

glaidsS (22 YdzOK 2F (GKS FAEfYX odzi L NBILFftte gly
performances all round are fantastic, the sceneblobdy violence are always handled in a



way that seem almost poetic and never gratuitous, the ending is powerful and ingenious all
at once, and | just want my copy to turn up soon so | can watch it again and again.

The pace may be a little slow for somegple and those who turn their noses up at subtitles
g2y Qi fA1S GKIFIO GKSNBQa | f 20 Qiiz NBSI2R2Y Soydri  GA
highly enough

Fiveout of five

How to seeit
Confessions available on DVD and Bfay in the UK, butsiBluray only in the US.

Bits and pieces

wDon't get this confused with th€onfessions.series of British films from the 1970s, which
includes such entries &onfessions Of A Window Cleaard Confessions Of A Driving
Instructor. Let's just say yduend up watching an entirely different type of dodgy twisting

and turning, if you catch my drift. Nudge, nudge. Wink. It's softcore porn, is what I'm saying.

wAlso, don't get it confused witBonfessionsthe 2010 albm by Liza Minnelli. It's a bit
different. Look, I'myisttrying to help



The Craft (1996)

Director: Andrew Fleming

Starring:Robin Tunney, Fairuza Balk, Neve Campbell, Rachel True, Skeet Ulrich, Christine
Taylor

BONNIEG¢KS FfYlIylIO aleéa G2RIFe gAfft OoNRARyYy3A |y N
NANCYcG , SIF KX g2y RSNFdzE > LQY 3ASGOGAY3I Y& NI Iobé
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pain in the arse at the best of times. When the head jock at the school makes matters even
worse by telling everyone yonere a crap shag even though you never did anything with

KAYZ GKSNBQa 2y fbecoeyaBitcti.2 IA Ot az2fdziAzy

g tSFradz GKIFIGQa GKS O2y Of dza A 2 YWshdwé K Ow20 A Y
Mentalist) comes to. She decides to get friendly withee weird girls who have an
unhealthy obsession with the occult.

9FrOK 2F GKS 3IANI & ¢glyda G2 KFENySaa GKS LI2gSN
Bonnie (Neve Campbell) has massive scarring on her back and wants to be able to shed it so
she @n feel selconfident again.

Rochelle (Rachel True) is sick of bitchy bully Laura (Christine Taylor) mocking her with racist

I 6dzaS 6a2Keé INB @&2dz R2Ay3a (GKA& G2 YSKé¢ a. SOl
her a lesson. And Nancy (Fairuza Ballsick of living in a leaky trailer with an abusive

stepfather and a weak mum.

It soon becomes clear that Sarah has special witchy powers, andisio four people
generally needed to summon Manarthe trio willingly become a quartet and accept Sarah
into the group.

The four perform a ritual asking Manon for the power to help them with their individual
problems: except Nancy, who asks for Manon to enter her body and give her all its power
AYAGSFR® 1 YYYYYZ GKFG LINROI thdfitn. 62y QG OF dzA S |

4 FANRG SOSNRBGKAY3I aSSvya |ttt ¢Sttt IyR 3I22RX
FLfta dzyRSNIJ I €2¢@S aLlStt yR ﬁéézvéa { I N KQa
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heart attack, dying and leaving her mum $175,000.

¢CKFdiQa Iftf 3A22R GKSYysS (GAYS T2N ivéllecAuS&S RA (1 a S
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vain cow. That bully lass is almost completely baldiaricequently found crying in the
school showers.

2 KIGQa o2 Nh Shseséed jNdk &dfider is/mdvigetting desperate, to the point

that he tries to get a bit rapey. After he fails with an attempted assault, she tells her friends

what happened and NaO& > ¢gK2Qa y2¢ Ay@21 SR 6AGK (GKS L2,
gAOGK A0 [SGQa 2dzald ale (GKS NBadzZ Ga | NByQi L

The rest of the film sees Sarah becoming alienated from the other three, culminating in a
massive witchy battle and some truly dark momeimgolving the apparent deaths of family
members.

Considering it was aimed at a teenage audiefi¢es Crafis surprisingly dark. Sdifarming

Ad RA&AOdzaaSR Ay dzy Tt AYyOKAy3 RSGFIAfT FyYyR GKS ¥
LI I OS BNl KPINNE INJ TRe/Ctaftee®ilsalf asdndra ¢f @ supernatural

thriller).

2 KFG 1SSLA Al 61 GOKFo6fS GKNRdAzZAK2dzi A& GKS TFA
chemistryg well, as believable as you can get given the subject matter.

Therek N | ¥S¢ 6SIF1 |aLlSoia (Rt aKSRFIE&WOG (1 KB ldA1
ardAraferyad 02y OfdzaAz2y YR KSNJ OKIF NI OG4SNJ I ND
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with the other two.

LYRSSRX AG Ffy2aid asSSvya GKIFIG aKSQa o6S3aAyyaiay3
before she quickly gets in line and becomesty with little explanation.

Despite these niggle$he Crafis a decent little film with a wellritten script, strong
performances and some surprisingly grim moments given its target audience.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

The Crafisonly available on DVD in the UK. In the US you can get either the Special Edition
DVD or the Bhray edition. The latter is regiefiee so Brits craving some-tief witchery

pokery can import the Bhaay without any hassle.

Bits and pieces

wh2 KSNIKSIBNK 2% = ¢ & 2 daut grobably@sn't)wall] Neye Tampbell
obviously went on to star in th8creanmovies (reviewed in the TWABM Vol 1 ebook),
while Robin Tunney starred in the first series of Prison Break before becoming one of the
leads inThe Mentalist Fairuza Balk was in the likesAsherican History And Almost
Famouswhile Rachel True's never really been able to find a role bigger than tiaein

Craft, most recently having a small appearanc&rarknado 2



wOn rare occasions at sobl (usually the day before holidays or the like) we'd be allowed to
bring in videos and watch them instead of our usual lessons. One bright spark decided to
bring inThe Craftwhich we watched during our Religious Education class while our God
fearing teacher looked on in evegrowing disgust.



The Creeps (1997)

Director: Charles Band
Starring:Rhonda Griffin, Justin Lauer, Bill Moynihan, Jon Simanton
G 2dzQNBE KAaAU2NRBY @&2dz t A0GfS LISNIEBSNIH b23 @&2dz

Full Moon Picturessione of my favourite #novie horror studios. Established in the 1980s,
it was weltknown among horror fans for its cheesy kinudget efforts.

Some, likdPuppet Masteand Subspecigsvere so popular they went on to spawn their own
multi-sequel franchisethers, likeDollmang in which an intergalactic bounty hunter
ON} aKflyRa 2y 4Ll OS 2ye@eSNByQb®dt AaS KSQa Sy

Full Moon continues to this day, and while most of its recent output retains all of the
cheese, it leaves out most of tlharm. Titles likd'he Gingerdead Maand Dangerous
Worry Dollssound like they should be superb slices ofdowdget larks (well, they do to me
at least) but ultimately they end up in the TWABM Hall Of Shame.

A great example of how it used to belise Ceeps a Full Moon pishfest that was given a
DVD rerelease this week.

Anna (Rhonda Griffin) works at the rare books section of the local library. Guests have to fill
out a bunch of forms before they can even see the books on display, and even then they
have to wear a mask and gloves so as not to damage the already fragile tomes stored there.

One day a nervoukoking portly chap comes in asking to see the original manuscript for
al NB { RrankdnsSein@Wien Anna lets him have a look, he waits uth Q& y 2 f 2y 3 S
being watched and steals it, swapping it for a fake duplicate with blank pages.

When Anna finds out the book is missing she realises her lesbian boss (trust me, it becomes
NBtSOFyld Ay GKS FTAf YO o6Aff sofsheNikesde&iidgh T a4 KS R
useless detective Raleigh (who works in the back of a video shop which conveniently stocks

a lot of Full Moon titles) to track the big fella down.

2 K0 GKS®@ R2y Qi NBFftAasS Aa GKIFG Gaadstydny Ay |
the other original manuscripts farhe Mummyand The WoltMan (um, even though those

GSNBE 2NRIAYIE Y2Q0ASas y20 oFaSR 2pracdl@a®® (a0 |y
complete his fiendish plaqthe resurrection of the four greateshonsters in literature,

ready to do his bidding.

2 KSy KS NBlGdz2Nya G2 GKS fAONINB (2 yAOl 5NI Od
remembers he also needs one final ingredient: a naked virgin sacrifice. Story of my life,
mate.



Kidnapping Anna antying her up in his dungeon (leading to the horrendous quote you see
at the top of this review), the scientist only gets halfway through the ritual before Raleigh
turns up and rescues Anna. Hooray and such!

Nevertheless, the ritual is too far alongt@stJ> | YR &2 5NJ Odzf = CNIy 1S
Mummy and the WolMan are all indeed still brought to lifeas midgets.

BOOM!TAtQa GKS GégAraids az2yH ¢KS@QNB YAYA Y2yadSN
Dracula irparticulareager to capture Anna agn to complete the ritual and bring them
back to full size.

LF GKS LAGOK | 02@3S Aady JTheChyR diHKS Vi 2Y13&@S 212 d2 d&
want to be your friend anymore. This is Full Moon silliness at its finest, a delicious slice of
menta midget mayhem.

A word of warning, though: the acting is atrocious. | know bad acting is par for the course

GAGK GKAA &a2NI 2F FAEY odzi LQY GFf1Ay 3 §NYzZ @
woman off the street and made her act in this fim}cff OSa | N8 &aKSQR RSt AGS
lines better than Rhonda Griffin does.

%

t SNE2YylFffex GKS FIFOG L Ndzy GKAA gSameAidS akz2d
worse itis, the betteritiIdJS NE dzZ aA 2y > a2 Ad0 R2S&yMseripo 2 G KSNJ
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miss.

Fans of Grade A cheese will definitely want to dikie Creepa go. Everything about it
suggests it should be rubbigithe acting, the budget, theosindtrack, the ending but in
this case multiple wrongs somehow do end up making a right.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

TheCreepg & NBOSyidafeé NBESFaSR 2y 55 Ay GKS 'Y
collection. It even comes with the alsic Full Moon Videozone magazine programme that

was included at the end of the original VHS version, and also includes a ridiculous bonus
WFAEfYQ OFtfSR ¢KS .S&80 h¥ {SE !'yYR A2t Sy0So
LINE ANI YYS (2 2lude teiborRfina y Qi Ay O

Bits and pieces

wlf the little midget Dracula lad with beard and the husky voice looks familiar, that's
because he should. He's Phil Fondacaro, the dwarf actor who also played Rdbailiima
The Teenage Witcis well as Vohnkar Willow.

wUsually when these classic monsters have appeared in a movie together it's been the
doing of Universal Studios. The first major example was 1848tskenstein Meets The Wolf
Man, which was followed by the likes Hbuse Of Frankensteamd The House Of Dracula
both of which featureracula Frankenstein's Monsteaind the Wolf Man.



Creepshow (1982)

Director: George A Romero

Starring:Ed Harris, Leslie Nielsen, Ted Danson, Tom Atkins, Hal Holbrook, Stephen King,
EG Marshall

aYou see thatrap? All that horror crap? Things coming out of crates and eating people?

Dead people coming back to life? People turning into weeds, for christ sake? Well, you want
KAY NBIFIRAY3 GKFG aGdzZFFK !'€f NAIKG GKEYH L G2
¢CKIFIGQa ¢K& D2ZR YIRS FIFIKSNARO®

L 22dz2Q0S NBI R TCrRepdinBIR2dZDt NBE BAr &S FBIAOSR Gk
RdzoA2dza K2y 2dzNJ 2F 2yS YSlIate ¢NBEOJEmWgNowa] | a
3is bad (thought most certainly i} but also because its predecessors were so good that

the third film let the entire series down. To cheer myself tingn, | decided to rewatch the
originalCreepshovagain

LF¥ &2dzQNB v 2CGreehowsiacolldction of fivaiskort Atdrigs writieby

Stephen King and directed by George A Romero (back when he was still good and not

af LAY KAA yIFEYS 2y ye 2fR aKAGS F2NJ I FAL

1950s like Tales From The Crypt and Vault Of Horror, and as such eaclhestsrgsl ends

Fa AT A0 6SNB Ay | O2YAO 0221 AGK 3IAFNARAK C
I

GKFGO y20 SOSNE2YS gAfft f{ 2-eSted Make nb iniStake, thidzy I y R
may be a collection of horror stories but (mudkelthe EC comics themselves) its tongue is

planted firmly in its rotting cheek and its five tales of morality are much funnier than they

are scary.

The first storyC I (i K S NfEnturesSHd Blarris and tells the tale of a family-tgegether

0 K I (0 Ged whaaritige kdrpse of a murdered father comes back to life looking for his
CFrGKSNRa 5@ OFr(1S® LOQa | Fdzy aidhk NI G2 LINROS
it clearc as if there were any doulgfthat Creepshovk & | FAf Y itkeKtido R2 Say Qi
seriously.

Following that iSThe Lonesome Death Of Jordy Vesildrring Stephen King himself in the

fSFR NRfS Ia | OdzZNA2dza FI YSN) gK2 FAYRa | YSi
opportunity to get rich fromit, triestocol@i A d® LG R2SayQid jdzAdGS 32
AYFSOGSR o0& (GKS YSOUS2NRGS YR o0S3Aya | atz2g

be telling. This is another fun, short tale with another silly ending but the real joy is in seeing
Stephen King tryintp ham it up and overact as much as possible as the goofy,-diitted
FIENXYSNY YAYy3d R2SayQi dzadzrtfeée adlFNIAYy Ylyeé TFA
this a bad performance only makes the cocktail sweeter.

The third tale Something To TelYou Overslows things down slightly and is more dialogue
KSIged LYy Al ¢SR 5Fyazzy LXlFea | I NNEX | R
exloverRichard [ SAf AS bAStaSyood wiAOKFNR KIFa (AR

S a LIS
y I LJL.



comewithKAY (2 (GKS o0SIFOK a2 KS OFy &aSS KSNJ I3l A
Harry realises what Richard means by this and the grisly demise he has planned for both he

FYR KA& fIR& FTNASYR® LUOQA T dzyCréepsbvidgfiitelip A St &Sy
AayQil | aASNA2dza Y2OQAS FT2NJ 0KS Yz2ald LI NI KS L
no hint of humour) and the inevitable twist ending is like something straight out of one of
W2YSNRBQ& 0SUGSNI Y2O0ASaAaSIRASYE WH2 di2K AUIK S yF AwAl
laboured a little.

If the third yarn was a little laboured théfhe Cratdeels like an eternity. The story itself

Aay Qi Icadllede jagitgr$inds a hundred year old crate under some basement stairs
andred AaSa GKSNBQa Iy FYyOASyid oSlLad tAQAy3 Aya
in any other circumstances it would be considered positively brief, when it follows three

tales that are significantly shorter yet tell similarly detailed stories tme starts to feel like

@ 2dzOQNB ¢ | GKEKIANJ IS LBA OF 20d8NJO2 YLIF NA a2y ® LG Q& | aK|
bad and the creature effects are decent, but had it been a bit shorter (and perhaps the

previous three stories lengthened a bit)thenma$ A (0 ¢ 2 dzf Ry Qienditg. S TSt

Thankfully Creepshovgoes out on a high with the best story of the bun¢hk S & QNB / NB S LJ
UpOnYo® L GQa& I-writtehywBlIGdMNSE diziryt aBout a mean old fuddiuddy called

Upson Pratt. A clean freaktiia phobia of germs and a ruthless businessman to boot, Pratt

Aa I ylraide LASOS 2F 2N o ! 2yS LRAYylG 2yS 2
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taunting her.He then insults the exterminator, who comes to the door after he complains

Fo2dzi aSSAy3a | O201NRIFOK® Ly akKz2NIxX KSQa | L
seemingly gernproof, sterile home is invaded by a group of creepgwlies, one that sgll

a grisly end for a grisly man.

There are umpteen horror anthology films out there &dkepshovis one of the best.

While The Cratés a bit too long, the other four are good fun to watch and the fact it never

takes itself seriously only works in fessour. Even the prologue and epilogue, in which a
82dzyd o062e8Qa O2YAO 06221 Aad O0AYYSR o6& KAa RIR
you get a chance, watch it to see how this sort of thing should be done.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Creepshw is available on both DVD and Bay in the UK and US. For once the UK version is
the one worth getting, as it's packed with special features whereas the American disc is
fairly barebones.

Bits and pieces

wCreepshovg sequel was almost as entertainjrigut the recently release@reepshow & a
scandal of a sgalled film that has no place bearing tBeeepshowame. If you want to see
just how angry it made me, the full review is in the That Was A Bit Mental Volume 1 ebook.



wlf you can, try to tracklown the Creepshovgraphic novel. It tells the full story of the
movie in the style of the EC horror comic books the film itself pays tribute to. It's a sort of
Printception, | suppose. Either way, it's a brilliant wee read.



Curse Of Chucky (2013)

Diredor: Don Mancini

Starring:Fiona Dourif, Brad Dourif, Danielle Bisutti, Maitland McConnell
ALICEG/ KdzO1 @8 LQY &0l NBR®¢

CHUCKYd , 2dz FdzO1Ay3d &aK2dzZ R 0Sdé

The success dride Of Chuckynd its followup Seed Of Chuckgean these days Chucky is

commony considered a horror comedy star. Despite this, there still remains a core following
oflongi A YS K2NNEBNJ Flya ¢gK2 KIS 6SSy K2LWAy3a F2N
g2dzZ R NBUOdzZNY G2 KAa NR2Ga | yR IstylkiBtheNd Ay | y2i
original/ KA f Rtflégy.t t | &

Curse Of Chucky that horror film, with nary a dick joke, sex scene or zany sidekick in sight.

lf 0K2dAK AGQa GKS T AMNBARS XXzOR2BY G £ YS @ 20 @20 4L
this is oldschod Chucky doing what he does bgstetending to be a doll wtst trying to

aidsSrt + avlrtt OKAfRQAa azdzZ o

Set four years afteBeed Of Chuck@ursebegins with a mysterious package turning up at

the house of Nica (Fiona Dourif), a wheelchmund parapleg who lives with her mother.

t NERAOQUOlIo0f&X GKS LI O1F3S O2yidGlAya [/ KdzOlé&z od
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more. Oh, right, the wheelchair.

AOF Qa Y2GKSNJ R a
a | K2NNAO6EtS | OOA
2F WO2YTF2NIAY3IQ A

Shortlyafl SNJ / KdzO1 e Q& | NNAGI X b
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disabled people so she can sell the house and get rich.

2 KFGQa GKS LRAYyG 2F ff GKAA LIAAKK
G2 QAaAldd® bAOI 3IAAPSa [/ KdzO1 & £ A
motion.

What follows is something that, while not strictly a remake, feels like a retelling of the
original/ K A f R @Rucky defrighds Alice and tells her who he really is, while the rest of
the family refuse to believe her and start dropping off one by one.

L siaQreat to see Chucky in a serious horror role again, and despite et abmedy of

GKS LINB@A2dza (G2 FAfYa AdQa Of SIFNJy2 RIYI3S
There are some properly chilling moments throughout and Chucky does feglsua

again, for the first time since K A f R Qwas reldase@2 years earlier.



Placing all the action in a single house gives the same sense of claustrophobia the original
FAEY RAR® {AyOS Ittt 2F DbAOI Qainchitablerdéathsare! A OS
simultaneously scary and triumphant, keeping the viewer hooked throughout.

LGQa Ftaz2 | Of SHSNI (2 dzO Kbohd. \nteljgentandk S LINR G 32y
independent yet paralysed from the waist down, Nica is the ultimate dedmibf a

vulnerable heroine, one whose spirit is more than willing but whose flesh is woefully weak.

¢2 KSNE YSNBfte 3SGaAy3a dzideléav&t® bréakslddwNB a s KSYy K S
horrible ordeal, so the typical K& R2Say Qi & KuSe aRomerit is hebtly S G KS |
punted against a wall.

LG Ffaz2 KStfLd GKFEIG CA2Yl 52dz2NAFI GKS | OGNBaa
strong actress and while some accused the filmmakers of nepotism when she was originally
confirmed fortherole (s6§ Qa G KS RIFdzZAKGSNI 2F . NIR 52dz2NARFX |
performance dismisses those claims as moot.

¢ KSNBQa LI Syide 27F FimgChackyNate2StooAAs well EsSHeB F 2 NJ f
references to the Andy Barclay story arcinthe filsNBE S FAf YaX GKSNBQa | f
showing what happened to Charles Lee Ray (the serial killer who transferred his soul into

the Chucky doll) and the events that led to the police tracking him down at the start of the

first film.

The ending is alsolauge fanboy moment for fans @&ride Of Chuckyand keep an eye out
after the credits for a secret scene that concludes the entirdilsixseries brilliantly.

In all,Curse Of Chucky agreatcomeback for a classic horror character who had seemingly

rek OKSR I RSIR SyR® LG FftAO0la | LXIFaAadAO YARRE
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Chucky films in the future but given how long it took to get this oreqgilit, if this is how
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Fourout of five

How to seeit
Curse Of Chucky available on DVD and Bhy. If you fancy catching up on the series as a
gK2tS>Y GKSNBQa | ochAThd Complete Cdlection whighiwarecenthS R/ K

NBtSIHFaSR Ay |-ve8 NABOts cin ifoit ©ffom Ndsazoh BS/

Bits and pieces

wThe other fiveChild's Plajilms are reviewed in the first That Was A Bit Mental ebook if

you want to get yowself up to speed on Chucky's previous adventures. If you're lazy and just
want to know the order | liked them from most to lea€thild's PlayChild's Play ,Bride Of
ChuckyChild's Play ,3eed Of Chuckgurse Of Chucliys somewhere near the top, nybe

after Child's Play .2

wThis isn't the first time Brad Dourif and his daughter Fiona have appeared in the same
production, although the first time was perhaps slightly more awkward. Brad Dourif played



physician Doc Cochran in gritty wild west TV sddeadwood and Fiona appeared in a few
episodes toa. as a whore at the local brothel. Fun!



Dawn Of The Dead (1978)

Director: George A Romero
Starring:David Emge, Ken Foree, Scott Reiniger, Gaylen Ross, Tom Savini

aYou know Macumba? Voodoo. My graiadl was a priest in Trinidad. He used to tell us:
G2 KSy GKSNBQa y2 Y2NB NR2Y éAy KStftzX (GKS RSIR

While oncelegendary horror director George A Romero has let his talents go a little

wayward recently, the man will always be best knownltiis Dead trilogy. No film series has

inspired more amateur horror flmmakers thaight Of The Living Degdawn Of The Dead

andDay Of The Dead hey were the first contemporary zombie movies, the films that

wrote the rulebook and laid the foundatiorm which countless zombie movies, comics and

video games in the decades since have built upon. Whgat Of The Living Deadhs the

film that started it all off and created the modern zombie as we know it, its sdgaei Of

The Deads the filmthatmag | NBdzS Aa GKS 0Sad 2F GKS (GNARE 2

Taking place a short while after the eventdNafjht Of The Living Deathe original spate of

reports of the dead coming to life has now escalated into adflelvn epidemic in which

zombies roanthe streets and buildings of Philadelphia. Two workers at a TV station realise

things are starting to get out of hand and, as they try to escape a building being overrun by
T2Y0ASa FyR {2!¢ GSIY YSYOSNAZ GKSe&barSSd Gg2
They head to the roofporrow 1 KS ¢+ adl A2y Qa KStAO2LIISNI | YR
the locals are decidedly less bitey.

Spotting a large mall (malls were a fairly new concept at the Daenwas filmed) our

fearful four decide to landmits roof and hold up in there for a while, agreeing that if things

3SG ¢2NARAS 0ST2NB (KSé IS0 0SUGSNI GKSeé O2dzx R
long time. Things do get worse though and a massive horde of zombies manages to break

into the mall, forcing the group to fight for survival.

2 KATS YdzOK 2F GKS FAfYQa &a20Alt O2YYSyil
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somewhat telling that even 34 wes after its original relead@awn Of The Deastill
LINBaSyida Y2NB [dSaGgAazya 2F Y2NIfAGe FyR I|afj
zombie films, of which the limit of ethical quandary on offer is usually the basico, my

F NA Sy R Qtén by &&z8nybie,d woinder if | should kill him if he changes intd. one
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them constantly questioning whether tHeeroes and other human characters are doing

therighti KAy3d L& Ad adGAft FENARIKG G2 1AfE 1T 2Y0A
effectively raid the mall and steal any goods from its shops as you see fit just because of the
circumstances? Is it right to taunt the zombies and use them for shoptegjice,
O2yaARSNAY3I (GKS@QNB SBABNYIAIFIS2LIEKSH OR NLKES&



Should the pregnant female of the group be allowed to get in on the action, or is it right that
they keep her in the upstairs storage room to keep sa&fe? And, when a motley crew of
no-good bikers turns up later in the film to break into the mall, raid its shops and further
humiliate the zombies by sticking custard pies in their faces, is it wrong to feel happy when
the zombies get their own back ambeiar them limb from limb?

Even if you decide not to take all these questions into accddaiyn Of The Dead still a
great zombie movie in its own right. The gore effects (courtesy of master of the macabre
Tom Savini, who also plays as the leader effilkers) are incredible, and even all these

@SIFNE 1SN e2dzQft adAtt YIFINBSt Fa kS T2Y0A
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brain through the ear,and 2 N6 SELJX 2 RAYy3 KSIFR& (KIyX ¢Stf=
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Meanwhile, the fantastically quirky soundtrack mixes a dramatic Synth score from

Italian horror musicians Goblin with cheestock muzak for the mall scenes, including the

hilarious tune The Gonk which was later use&lvaun Of The Deashd Robot Chicken

Any time someone asks me to recommend them a classic horroddmn Of The Dead

always one of the first | (and magyil KSNRE O YSydAz2y® LGQa | LISNFSC
has the power to scare, to build tension, to disgust, to excite, to entertain and to make the
GASHGSNI I al ljdzSadAazya GKIG I Y2NB 02y @SyidAzyl

ultimate zombie moie, and one that everyone with at least a passing interest in horror has
to see at least once in their lifetime.

Fiveout of five

How to seeit

/| KNAalG>s ¢6KSNB OFyQli e2dz aSS AdK 'a 2yS 2F (K
that Dawn Of Th Deads available irmore or less everformat known to man. By far the

best version currently available is the incredible thiiisc Bluray edition from Arrow Video

(they've also released an almessbrilliantDVD® Ly G(GKS ! {2 &2 H8afOlFy 23S
decent Bluray or their great fowdisc DVD Ultimate Edition here. That UKBIi @ Q& NBI f f &
the best of the bunch, though.

Bits and pieces

wlt's hard to believe given his suave, slim appearand2awn Of The Deadbut Ken Foree
who plays Petemithe film¢ would decades later end up playing Roger Rockmore,
otherwise known as Kenan's dad in Nickelodeon children’'s stemvan & KelNot many
actors can boast two legendary roles in one career but Ken Foree can.

wSpeaking of Ken, he also gets a earnn the 2004 remake d@awn Of The DeadHe plays
a televangelist who appears on a TV interview and gets to once again say his classic line
G KSYy GKSNBUA y2 Y2NB NR2Y Ay |1 Stttz (GKS RSIR



The Day After (1983)

Director: Nicholas Meyer

Starring:Jason Robards, JoBeth Williams, Steve Guttenberg

DROAKESG 52 &2dz KIF @S +tyeé ARSI gKIFI{iQa 3I2Ay3a 2y A
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The threat of nuclear attack is something that has remdiaeerpresent for the past 70

years. The technology may keep improving, and the potential enemy may keep changing,

0dzi 6 KSOGKSNI AGQa GKS WIHLIySaSsy GKS b2NIK Y2N
(ha!) or¢ in the case offhe Day Aftec¢ the Russias who are the woulde obliterators,

much of the world lives its dap-day life with the constant underlying knowledge that at

any point another pisse@ ¥ O2dzy G NE O2dzZ R LINBaa | odzidz2y |

The Day Aftewas an ambitious and brave TV nmethat attempted to convince all who

gl GOKSR Al GKIFG ydzOf SINJ g1 N aK2dzZ RyQi 0SS (KS
saying, but some people are a bit daft). It shows the bugdthe result and the aftermath

of a fictional nuclear attack on KaassCity.

/| dzZNRA 2dza (2 (y2¢ K2¢g aKAawdzAaSE R2BYKQHISNEDRS i
America has troops in West Berlin (this is when the Berlin Wall was still up, remember), so it

starts sending troops to East Germany to try and pressure ismerto leaving. America

tells Russia to keep its snout out of it, and East German troops start getting arsey so Russia

0f 2011 RS&a 2SadGd .SNIAYy®d® ! YSNAOF GStfa wdzaaal
of war, but when NATO sends troopgansort things out Russia starts killing them, so

America starts threatening nuclear action.

As this fictional story is set up (usually through TV and radio broadcasts in the background)
SQONBE AYUNRRdAzOSR G2 | aSt SOlniylived @nawate gfa I & NI
gKIFEGQa | 02dzi G2 KIFILIWSYyd ¢KSNEQa GKS T NSN3
RFe>X G0KSNBQa (GKS R2O0G2NJ LINBLI NAy3 (G2 3IALBS |
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that), a medical student trying to get home.

When the bomb eventually goes off (it happens around 40 minutes into thishtwo film),

the special effects are unsurprisingly modest for a TV movie made @then a ® { 12 01 T2
of nuclear explosions is mixed with wholly unconvincing shots of fake mushroom clouds

(they were apparently created by injecting colored oil plumes into a tank of water) and

shots of people with cheesyrdy effects overlaid to make libok as if the radiation is
AaK2gAy3d GKSANI a1StSiaz2yad L KI@SyQil o
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The aftermath is significantly more convincing. The filmmakeispavated with the city of

[ F 6NBYyOS Ay Ylyala ¢K2 gAfftAay3ate [f{ft26SR Ada
windows and upturned, burrbut cars for a few weeks, and the result is an effective post
apocalyptic environment that may be a little understdt@ message at the end of the film

explains that the real devastation would probably be far greater), but still manages to

depress.

Apparently, when it was originally shown on TV in the US, no sponsors bought commercial
time for any scenes after the bongwes off, meaning the final hour of the film was free of
commercial breaks just as well, because it would have really ruined the mood.

The makeup effects are disturbing at times, with hair loss and charred flesh on display. The
odd dead cow or burnbut body are grotesque cherries atop a cake cooked at gas mark
70,000.

At timesThe Day Aftedabbles with social commentary. The campus hospital at the nearby
university starts running out of staff and supplies and considers taking the morally dubious
stance of locking the doors to any more patients who turn up. When aid arrives only some is
IAPSYy (2 (GKS K2NRSa 2F adlNBAy3 LIS2LX Sz yR
have to move on to the next towand help them too, the people revolt. Anahscene

shows members of the public being executed without trial.

CKAAd A& dzyRSyAlofe ofSF1X o0dzi AG AayQid NBIF
interesting. The real story is the devastation caused by the bombs and how it affects both
the envirmament and the normal people we were introduced to beforehand.

The Day Aftedeliberately goes out of its way to make it unclear who fired first. The only

GKAY3 6SQOQNB G2fR FT2NJ adzNB Aa GKFG 020K RSOAR
that Mos®mw has suffered similar devastatiohhe Day Afteis not a film in which America

are the goodies and Russia arethe beRINE LILJAY 3 o6+ RRASa® LGIQa | FA
enemy is the nuclear bomb and the only victim is the human race, regardless of tiagiona

Because of this it remains relevant, effective viewing and is well worth a watch.

.SaARSazx {GSOS DAzZitdSyoSNHQa Ay A0

Fourout of five

How to seeit
The Day Afteis only availableonDVRY 02 0K (GKS | Y [|rgRersiof ® ¢ KSNB
yvet,t whikK A& I akKFYS 6SOlFdzasS AGQa OftSFNI I 24 27F

Kansas streets look thoroughly devastated and it would be nice to see it more clearly. Not
OKFG WyAaAO0SQ Aa GKS o6Said g2NR (2 dzaSs 27F O2dzN

Bits and pieces
wl have the feelig The Day Afteis the reason Steve Genberg never became an '80s
teenage heartthrob like Patrick Swayze or who have you. Once you see him all radiation



riddled with half his hair melted off it's hard to imagine the ladies swooning unless they're
fainting from sheer disgust.

wTo this dayThe Day Afteholds the record as the most viewed TV movie in American
history. 38.55 million households watched it, with an approximate audience of 100 million,
which | would imagine was only slightly more than thistfepisode ofloey(and significantly
more than the second).



Dead Heat (1988)

Director: Mark Goldblatt
Starring: Treat Williams, Joe Piscopo, Lindsay Frost, Darren McGavin, Vincent Price
ROGER{ 2 ¢KI (GQa GKS &ai2NE 2y iéwdaS W2Ky 52SakK

CORONERL Qf f &aK2¢g &2dzdp ¢KS (SSGK YR FAYISNLINRY
one thingq stitches. You can see where the cut was made, traversing the sternum and
incised with an electric saw.

ROGER They had surgery?

CORONERN2 LIS® ¢ KSe& KIFIR | dziz2LlJaASad ¢KSe@Q@®S 0SSy
myself.

Dead Heats an 80s cop movie in which one of the cops is a zombie. There you go, that

should be all you need, enjoy.

CAYSIT L &adzlldllzasS L Qf t ghis levded Narth ydur wrald\buiitialS & 1 S
description really does sum up what | believe is one of the most criminally overlooked cult

gems of the 1980s.

Detective Roger Mortis (get it?) and his partner Doug Bigelow are called to a robbery at a
jewellery sbre. As the crooks leave the store they pull out shotguns and start shooting at

the countless officers who have surrounded the area. Although the officers score a number

2T RANBOO akKz2dGa 2y GKS ONAYAyYylfasx AdshooR2SayQi
cops dead until one is blown up and the other is run over.

w23ISNJ I YyR 52dz3 NBOl2y GKSNBQa a2YSUGUKAYy3 Fdzyy
w23ISNRa SEv G2 221 Ayd2 Ade LG Gdz2Nya 2dzi (K
somehow come tofie. Dum dum dummm.

Without giving too much away, Roger and Doug soon uncover an evil plot to resurrect the
dead using a special machine that can reanimate corpses with some sort of electrical
AKSYlFYyAdlryao Ly -do-wealivdived insth scHemel Roer i Kl€x SunD
brought back to life by the machine, essentially becoming a zombie himself.

The problem is, he can only stay undead for so long before he eventually rots away, so

together with Doug and Lindsay, a morally outraged workehatdompany behind the

Y OKAYy ST GKSe& NYOS [3arAyad GAYS G2 Ldzi +y Sy
becomes all mushy and shit.

Ly OF &S eRedd HOdh Y Q NARSOdZE 2dza® 9SSy (G K2dzaAK AG |
the top and knowinglywy { G GKS | dzZRASYyOS | tf GKS GAYS |



AayQl AGKé LyadSIR Ad O2yldAaydzSa G2 LXreée Ad a
the laughs for the normal jokey dialogue between the two detectives. This just makes thing

even funnier, as nobody seems too bothered that Roger is essentially a walking, talking

corpse.

CKFGQa y2a G2 are AdG R2SayQd 32 + tAGHGE S ydz
in which Roger and Doug fight with a bunch of reanimatedtse# bloody insane, as a

fAOSN) FtAy3a AdaStT 4G 52dAQa FFHOS gKAES | f
FYR I RSOIFLAGIFGSR OKAO1SYyQa KSIFIR fteiay3a 2y |

Even better is that the effects are fantastic #ofilm this old. Despite the clear madness

involved in the aforementioned scene all the reanimated animals are surprisingly believable,

YR @2dz2Qff 62yRSNI K2g G(GKSe& YIRS GKIG KARS2dz
realistically. Another surprising scefaer on involving a plot twist and a rapidly rotting

corpse looks a little hokey but is still a great effort by the effects team and looks suitably

grimy.

You might never have heard Dead Heab S ¥ 2 NB =~ 06 dzfinotiR ®tyoLpéople (h NNE

the UK ateast) have. Do yourself a favour and change that by tracking it down and enjoying

I NBEF¥FNBakKAy3adfte Fdzyye yR Syz22eélofS FAL{YSD { dzN
K2t Sa GKIYy |y FYYySaAal O0Qa | dzi206A 2 3fkishak® = 0 dzi
the surprise introduction of Vincent Price near the end is the icing on the rotting cake. They
AAYLX & R2y QG YIF1S Y20ASa tA1S GKAA Fye@Y2NB:
what a shame this is.

Fourout of five

How to seeit
Youcan getDead Heabn DVD in the UK but it's out of print so expect to have fun tracking it
down. Americans have an easier time of it, with DVD and&lwersions widely available.

Bits and pieces

wThe fact that hardly anyone's heard@éad Heats al the proof | need that this world is
on a downward spiral. If there was any justice in this wdbéad Heatvould be up there
with the likes ofReturn Of The Living Ded®leanimatorand The Evil Deads a classic cult
'‘80s horror film. Instead it's morer less completely forgotten these days.

wJoe Piscopo was one of the members of the notori®atirday Night Liveast of 198Q;

the season that was about as funny as mass manslaughter. The majority of the cast was
axed and replaced, except for Piscopmld&ddie Murphy. The two went on to be the stars
of the show for the first half of the '80s.



Dead Space: Downfall (200 8)

Director: Chuck Patton

Starring:Voices of Nika Futterman, Keith Szarabajka, Jim Cummings

DOBBEG ¢ KSNBEQa | f22YZF oafiz¥R DY RACKRIE NI
SHENG{ 2dzy Ra fA1S 2yS 2F @2dzNJ LJ NI ASadé
DOBBEG hNJ @2dzNJ ASE f ATSo¢
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petrifying, immersive survival horrors that combine the isolation utieo space with the

terror of big bastard mutant alien things. Since the games start with you onboard a ship
GKFiQa It NBI R& ossy AYFSOGSR 6AGK alAR Ydzil y
aSSya UGUKSNBQa I 20 27 tuatioreghtho niegsy. Brf@edd2 f R | 6 2 d
Space: Downfall

A prequel to the original gam®&ead Space: Downfadl an animated movie explaining how

the SS Ishimura, a mining ship, ends up being infested by the monstrous Necromorphs. After
acolonyontheplanet A & +LL lFaia FT2N I RGAOS 2y |y I A
Ishimura nips down to the planet and takes it on board. Not before a ship infected with a
Necromorph manages to get inside the Ishimura though, infecting the Ishimura with the

mutant menace.

¢tKS bSONRY2NLIK OANHzZ aLINBIFR&a U0KNRdAAK2dzi GKS
mutants. Predictably, shit goes down and various poor sods end up comintpféaee with

GKSANI 26y alLX SSyaod LOQa tSTa (2hemutantylsdvéd I NEPB d
the Ishimura and figure out what the alien artifact is supposed to be.

Of course, this being a prequel to tBead Spaceideo game, which sees you arriving at the

Ishimura and finding everyone dead with Necromorphs still running rishauld be fairly

obvious to most people watchirgownfalli K| § y 2062 RéQa 3JI2Ay3 G2 YI |
SYR 2F (KAa 2ySod LGIQA KINRSANYHAKBY irS OF NBY X
OKIF N OGSNB ¢KSYy @&2dz (y2¢ (feoaNE I2Ay3 (2 Sy

LG fta2 R2SayQi KSfL) GKFG SFOK 2F (KSaS OKIF N
jdzZ t AGAS&ad ¢KS RAIFIf23dzS A& 62SFdzA I GKSNBQa vy
GNAGSNES NBIFIfAaAaAYy3d GKAAZ RS GhESRmakedip ferit, S G K S
as if that makes it cool.

+AadzZd tftexr GKS FAEYQE | YAESR 6130 ¢KS aONBSy

and, certainly, the art style is very clean and similar to what you may expect from some
anime studios. WhenyolssS A Ay Y2{iA2y (K2dAK AdQa KI NR
0SOlFIdzasS GKS FYyAYFdA2Yy NIXy3ISa FTNRY FlLydalaagao



enough, but there are plenty of times throughout where everything suddenly feels chunky

' YR N BdirRegspetsédQuith rubbish CGI shots of the ship, which stick out like a sore
GKdzYo FyR IINBE 2 NNAYy3I RSOAFGAZ2Yya FTNRBY (GKS TA
posh when | want to.

{GATEY GKSNBQa I f 20 enbviehaddbodidndsawill dnmyjleall KS | G
the various grisly demises of the crew members of the Ishimura, keeping you watching out

of interest even as the rest of the film descends into a bunch of meatheads emptying

endless rounds of ammo into hordesof mutant g KA £ S &l &@Ay3 a¥Fdz01 ¢ | f

Ultimately thoughDead Space: Downfallda | oA d 2F | gl aidsS 2F GAYS
AYSTFTFSOGAGSE a +y FYAYFLGA2Y AdGQa G22 ol aao
up to the firstDead Spac8 I Y S = pgpdirfirigly deAesid-and does tHead Spacstory

I RA&ZASNIBAOS® 2KSy GKS o0Said LINL 2F I FAEY A
probably not a good sign. As the crew of the Ishimura would say, it can fuck the fuck off.

One and a halbut of five

How to seeit
Dead Space: Downfadl available on DVD and Blay. You can also get it in a typack with
the otherDead Spacanimation,Dead Space: Aftermath

Bits and pieces

wln an odd case of foreshadowing, the tib®wnfallis a very apppriate description of the
Dead Spaceideo game series following the release of this fibead Space ®as
considered a worthy sequel to EA's original Betad Space ®as roundly panned for its
focus on ahlout action rather than the moodily atmosphereriness that made its
predecessors so terrifying to playO€&ad Space 4nd2 were Alien thenDead Space ®as
Aliens except it wasn't any good. In a way, then, that was a bad analogy, but | can't be
arsed changing it now.

wThere's also a secoridkad Spacanimated movie, 2011'Bead Space: Aftermattft's
more of the same but this time based on the event®ehd Space.ZiveDownfalla go
first though, and only track dowaftermathif it floats your boat.



Demons Never Die (2011)

Director: Arjun Rose

Starring:Robert Sheehan, Jennie Jacques, Jason Maza, Ashley Walters, Reggie Yates,
Tulisa Contostavlos

@KS GNHzZIK A& 6SQ@OS | f fcdetKthadzd Kifé cah Gepalmiul, A G | 0
GSQR tA1S (G2 1y2¢ Ktodrhesndrninglsighs ée/ttiere Kyou lbok t A T
hard enough. Those pretty girls who seem to have everythamgiles on the outside, but

AYaARS (GKSeQNB OoNR{Sy®

Slasher films have beentealLJSy y @ & Ay OS (DeEnfonsNewdDistoQey n & 06 dzil
commendedor trying something differencA G Q& | &t aKSNJ FAfY gKSNB
want to die.

Set in LondonDemons Never Dtells the story of a group of college students, depressed

for various reasons, who have all agreed to carry out a suicide p&8@ThRSOA RS G K I
Fff YSSO dzll a2YSGKSNB Ay GKS ySI N FdzidzZNB | yR
the process of arguing the whens, wheres and hows of this grim little arrangement however,
someone in a mask is offing them ehg-one anywayannoying the other members of the

group who think their chums are killing themselves on their own instead of sticking to the

pact.

LGQa Yy AYGSNBadAy3a ARSI o6FG t€SFad AyAdAlffe
slashers suffer in their inaliy to make the audience feel empathy for its charactans

0SGsSSy Ftt GKS {AftAy3aa yR aAONBFKYAYy3 AGQa
LISNB2Y ¢l GOKAYy3 ANRga (G2 tA1S GKSY YR R2Say
allstart2 FF gl yaAy3a (2 RAS lFyeéglés AGQa @GSNE KI NJF
YR GKAY]l G2KX L K2LS GKSe& R2y Qi 3ISéG 1AffSRE
have a hundred Nurofen later anyway.

It does create some unexpected sympathy doe of the characters in the group as her

NBI a2y F2NJ glyiadAaya G2 O2YYAG &adzA OARS Aa NBOS
FYR aKSQa 0SSy &adzFFSNAyYy3A FTNRY o6dzZ AYALF F2NI |
The revelation of this trulyragic motive does shock you into actually caring for her, but it

turns out to be a little too late by that point (without going into too much detail).

¢CKS FTAEfY aSSyYAay3ate NBIfAaSa -Heingbhsuiddaldopled 2 06 S
astheAylf OG o0S3Aya yR (KS YlI22NRGeé 2F (KS 3
32 0KNRdAzZAK ¢gAGK (KA&Edd LQY y24 3IF2Ay3a G2 32 0
ARSI 2F adzAOARSI Fa LQY OdzNNEBYy itiether voild & dzA OA R
possibly feel a little insulting to watch a film in which a group of characters with similar

thoughts decide they can just turn those thoughts off and decide just to live instead. In the

context of the film it helps because while it dabgn become a standard slasher from that

point, it does at least introduce some tension as the characters now have something to lose.



The cast are all believable and carry off their roles perfectly well, in particular the male and

female leadswho fallih 2 @S | yR 1ljdzSadA2y 6KSGKSNI fAFSQa N
a2YS2yS aLISOALFE® 52y Qi 7T krdytovef tulpetiingMubF A £ ¥ LJ2 &
and XFactor star Tulisa Contostavlos as the main billed actress though, because while she

does a god job she literally appears for the first two minutes of the film and is then gone,

very much replicating the Drew Barrymore roleéSaream(but even having much shorter

screen time than her).

Ly ¥FI OG5> ScréaftiatheQdmlateNidr & i ddemons Never Diza -pi@cesi

One scene in particular, where the lead female is chased by the killer for a while and
manages to escape before her boyfriend suspiciously turns up immediately after the killer
disappears, is straight out of the firStream

L O2dzZ RYyQi RS OA R PenioisiNaverlDidiloKa? theiiieil respected i2 dzii
for bringing the typical American slasher bollocks to a setting that would be far more
realistic and identifiable to British teens, and the fact that all the abtars were suicidal
anywayc¢ though handled sloppilg at least threw up some interesting questions. The night
vision stuff near the end is also effective

At the same time though | was frustrated by a few things, mainly the lack of tension in the
sceneswith the killer, the extremely underwhelming ending and the fact that the film is
constantly broken up witlHollyoaksstyle music montage sequences (leading to the
adzZA LA OAZ2Y GKFG GKS FAEYQa GNBAY3I IfY2ad

relJt SGS S6AGK NI O1& FNRY WSaaAS WI 5A2yyS . NP
GSttf @2dz I ad2NBUO® LIQa OSNIIFAyfte yz2ia |

it does try to take an overused genre and present it in adennsed setting.

7

Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
Demons Never Dis out now on DVD and Bray.

Bits and pieces

wTulisa starred in another wetinown video a couple of years ago, one that gained

notoriety when it was leaked online. As@mams Never Dishe only lasts a few minutes,

and as before her performance is pretty suspect. | think I'll leave it there and keep it subtle,
so it's not blatantly clear I'm talking about her blow job video... shit.

wCurious about the title, | decided tmdome research to see if demons can indeed die.

Naturally, | headed to the world's greatest and most reliable source of information, Yahoo!
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rebuke them in thename of Jesus and send them back where the belong, to the pits of hell

and bind them there. Demons are the angels that choose to follow satin when God threw

KAY 2dzi 2F KSI @Syoé¢ {2 GKSNB &2dz KIS AlGd 58S
they dress classy.



The Diary Of Anne Frank (2009)

Director: George Stevens
Starring:Ellie Kendrick, lain Glen, Tamsin Greig, Geoff Breton

d have often been downcast, but never in despair; | regard our hiding as a dangerous
adventure, romantic and intesting at the same timé.

Last month | suddenly had the urge to become more cultured, and so | finally did something
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incredible writer for her age, being a young teenager who was naturally unaware of the

horrible fate awaiting her the majority of the book consisted of spiteful comments about the

people sharing the small annex with her &g sher family and four others hid from the

Nazis.
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historical importance of the book and the fact that we all knew the atrocious details of what
happened to Anndrank after she wrote her diary, you might be forgiven for not really

warming to her, or maybe even thinking she was a bit of a knob.

This TV minseries made by the BBC, then, can be forgiven for making use of a little poetic

license so that Anne is leliike the cold, sometimes spiteful teenager she was in her diary

and is instead more amiable and downright charming at times. While there are still
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than she is in her actual diary.

This is partly thanks to the casting of Ellie Kendrick, who does an incredible job as Anne
Frank. At first it does seem odd to see ayEarold German girl being played by a-§8ar
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what | mean.

Also impress# is the accuracy of the annex set, which judging by photos and videos shot
since is incredibly faithful to the actual one. This makes it a lot easier to transport yourself to
their situation.

There are two versions of this miseries, a 158ninute verson and a 108minute version.

Unfortunately the 108minute version is the only one | had access to, but so much of the
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another 50 minutes.

That said, the inclusionf@ome scenes is a little questionable, especially given that this
version is a culown one. Was it really necessary to keep in her chat about menstruation,



or show her crying as she comes to terms with the development of her breasts? Perhaps
these sceneblave been kept in there to show that she was a normal girl with normal
thoughts, but they were still a little uncomfortable to watch since they were the private
thoughts of a real 1-3earold.

Naturally, sad as it is to say it, anyone watching aporfraya2 ¥ ! yyS CNI} y1 Qa RS
dzf GAYI GSte gl AGAYa GKS a0SyS 6KSNB (GKS&QNB
once agan uses a little poetic licencé:suggests that Anne was writing in her diary as the

Nazis arrived, whereas in reality her lastignivas three days before it happened. This
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(which would have essentially been pure speculation, as nobody knows for sure when or

how she died). Instead weegsimple title cards explaining what happened to each of the

annex members.
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Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit
You can get the full 15Minute miniseries on DVD for only a few quid on Amazon.

Bits and pieces

wYou may be well aware the story a couple of years ago in which human fad Justin Bieber
visited the Anne Frank museum in Amsterdam and wrote a message in its guestbook saying:
G!'yyS 41 a F IANBFG FANI @ | 21LISTdzAf f & aKS g2dzZ R
comment & egotistical but | just think it's stupid: there's no way Anne would have been

allowed to play music in the annex without the Nazis finding her right away

wThe film takes one fairly major liberty with Anne's story in that it has her writing in the
diary as the Nazis arrive. In reality, they turned up three days after her last entry. The film
would have you believe the book ends rmsentence or something. That would just be a-loa



Doctor Mordrid (1992 )

Directors: Albert Band, Charles Band
Starring:Jefrey Combs, Yvette Nipar, Brian Thompson, Jay Acovone
oBefore this is over, | will drink your blood and feed on your flesh, and it will taste&sweet.

The story goes that indie studio Full Moon had originally done a deal with Marvel Comics to
make a filmadaptation of its Dr Strange comics. However, negotiations fell apart at the last
minute and so an extensive rewrite was needed.

The result wa®octor Mordrid | FAfY GKI G R2SayQid aKkNB Fy |
other than his titular medical qualiA OF GA2y a® ¢KI G§Qa y24 G2 atreée A
charm, though.

Doctor Anton Mordrid has been living in New York for 150 years, waiting for the promised
return of the evil Kabal (Brian Thompson, best known for playing an alien bounty hainter
The XFileg, who a prophecy dictates will eventually break out of his dimensional space
castle prison cell and come to Earth. Seriously.

When Kabal comes back to Earth he plans to wreck the joint, summoning his minions from
the fourth dimension (which G KAy {1 Aa | Oldzafftée GAYSS odzi (K

a2ZNRNARQA Of SINIeé& y20 KI@gAy3a lyeg 2F GKIFIOGzZ az
research centre where he can study world events and try to predict when Kabal will return.

Asluck would have it, Kabal returns to New York, of all places, saving the Doc a potential
F2NldzyS 2y GNI @St FINBad ! FTGUSNI KSQa NBa&dzZNNBC
and tasks the other with helping him recover the three elemental artsfae needs to take

over the world.
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who regularly helps the poliosith odd crimes.
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Can Mordrid get out of jail back and find Kabal in time to stop him finding the three
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Although its plot is fairly straightforwar@octor Mordriddoes like to occasionally chuirk
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A good example is the scene in which the Doc teleports himself to the other dimension,

which seems to consist solely of a tiny planetoid on whichsHlecaits. Inside he meets an
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Earth again for seemingly no reason.
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Kabal decides to resurrect a giant dinosaur skeleton. Mordrid does the same and suddenly
thingsgoallstoff 2 G A2Y SAGK | 6A3 RAYy2 02yS FAIAKI®D L
shit.

The cast is by and large decent, and certainly miles away tiergash Full Moon ended up
KANRY3I I FSg &SI NBR R2 HideolskrSThe GrgefsByfarte 22 1 Ay
best example of this is Jeffrey Combs, the star of cult favoRét@nimatoz ¢ K2 Qa

brilliantly loveable as the quirky Mordrid.
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then you could do a lot worse thdboctor Mordridd LG Qa o6& y2 YSIya Cdz
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unabashed lowbudget presentation.

Threeout of five

How to seeit

Doctor Mordridwas recently released on DVD by 88 Films, a UK publisher who focuses
mainly on the Charles Band era of Full Moon films. As with its other releases the disc
contains thke Full Moon Videozone makifaf feature that was also included on the original

VHS version of the film. In the US, you can either buy it as a standalone DVD or get it as part
of the Charles Band DVD Collection, which also conkdérglian Crash And Burand Head

Of The Family

Bits and pieces

wJeffrey Combs is better known as Herbert West, the main character in the brilliant 1985
cult horrorReAnimator. He was also the voice of the Rat King in the reGeehage Mutant
Ninja Turtlesartoon series.

wlf you watchDoctor Mordridand are surprised by the chemistry between Combs and his
co-star Barbara Crampton, there's a good reason for it. She too wReAmimator, starring
alongside Combs.



Dollman (1991)

Director: Albert Pyun
Starring: Tim Thomersn, Jackie Earle Haley, Kamala Lopez
OVERWEIGHTIKIB ¢ K 1 Q& F YNHZASNI 6f aGSNH ¢KS Yzaid 1
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stuff it puts money into is utter shite. The likesdngerous Worry Doll&ingerdead Man
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Moon Productions (as it was known then) was a powerhouse in the world dblmiget,
straightto-video scifi and horror. Film series likeuppet MasterSubspecieand Trancers

were muchloved by genre fans at the time, and the ®@@one makingf features at the

end of each tape (long before DVD, mind) helped gain Full Moon a cult following of fans.
Dollmanwas one of themore popularfilms Full Moon released during that time period, and
AlQa Slraarfte 2yS 2F (GKS arfttAasSaido

Dollmanopens on a planet many light years away with its hero Brick Bardo comingoface

face with his nemesis, the criminal Sprug. On this planet if you commit a misdemeanour and

are caught you have a body part removed as punishment, so when you consider Spstig is |

I KSFIR 2y I Ft2FGAy3 LIXIFOGF2NYVIT A0Qa 20 0A2dz
jumping (well, rolling) into his spaceship and trying to leave the planet, with Brick following

in hot pursuit. The two ships crastind on Earth (the Bronp be precise), so Brick has to
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just one thingon Earth, Brick is only thirteen inches tall.

Despite (or perhaps because of) its ridiculous prents®@lmanis brilliant fun. Tim

Thomerson is the cheesiest 80s action hero you can think of (despite it being released in

1991), peppering the film with horrendous otieers and moody acting. Combine that with
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movie version of Duke Nukem.
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the Bronx and she wants Brick to help her fix it. The leader of the gang causing Debi the
most hassle isf@xton, played by a young Jackie Earle Haley, who clearly enjoys playing the
role. Eventually Sprug ends up out of the picture and the real battle between Brick and the
gang begins.

The major disappointing aspectbbllmanA & (1 KS KSNR Q& MHig®» &GS KXAa
powerful weapon ever createdt the start of the movie we see him shooting two criminals

with it and they explode in a shower of gore with just one shot each. This bodes well for the

rest of the film but when he gets to Earth and his gainreiducedn sizeit's also reduced in



power. This means that while it does damage to the countless gang members he guns down
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clear this was a budgetary decision,scenes where enemies are shot would just have them

falling over rather than pricey gore effect shots.

Dolimanis dumb.Dolimanis funny.DollmanA & ONXzRS | YR R2Say Qi Ol NB:
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Most importantly thoughPollmanis fun to watch, and at only 75 minutes (which might as

well be just under 70 minutes given that it has the longest bloody credits sequence ever
ONBFGSRUO AGQa I jdza O drity whdrkwatithiéd inia gfodpyTRislis A G & St
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why this is so fun, if a little cheap and cheesy.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

The DVD obollmanis rehtively rarein the UK becaus#s been out ofprint for a while
now. Thankfully, it was recently released on &y by 88 Films. Both DVD and-Bly are
easy enough to find in the US, as is a trpileDVD featuring>ollman Demonic Toyand
(naturaly) Dollman vs Demonic Tays

Bits and pieces

wYes, that's rightDollman vs Demonic Toys it, Dollman squares off against another
group of Full Moon characters, the evil Demonic Toys, winieh went on to fight against
the dolls from Puppet Master.aBically, Full Moon loves its 'tiny person' crossovers.

wl still can't think of Jackie Earl Haley without getting pissed off. As a maigivienare On
EIm Streefan, lets' just say the remaken which he played Freddy Kruegavasn't exactly
my cupof green tea.



Dolls (1987)

Director: Stuart Gordon

Starring:Carrie Lorraine, lan Patrick Williams, Carolyn Puf@grdon, Guy Rolfe, Hilary
Mason, Stephen Lee, Bunty Bailey, Cassie Stewart
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sleepless night.

You see, when | was a young sprog of around five or six, | used to go with my dad to the
f20FLf ftAONINE (2 NBYyld OARS23a0 |-fieddlyfodttor L QR Sy
at least a year there was a cardboard stande#he corner that used to scare the living piss

out of me.

The offending display simply showed the poster image you see to the side of this text. The
g2NRISME | f2y3 gAGK 'y AYFE3IS 2F || R2ff K2t RAY
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months thinking about that doll. It was one of the reasons that, ironically, | despised horror
films when | wasgung.
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Hamburger Hillbut when we started watching it there was a trailer BRollsat the start of

the video and | broke down, refusing (in my young and innocen) Yeayatch the film in

case it had anything more to do wibollsin it.
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watched the film that made me a nervous wreck for so much of my childhood. And, as is
usually K S OF &S Ay &aG2NARSa tA1S GKSaSz Al GdaNya

It tells the tale of Judy, a young girl going on holiday with her dad and stepmother, neither
2F 6K2Y FFNB LI NGAOdz I NI & F2yR 2F KSNJ YR ¢2d

When their car brea&kdown in a dark country road during a massive rainstorm, the trio run
to a nearby mansion in the hope that someone there will be able to give them shelter.

Luckily for them, the mansion is owned by a kind old couple, who used to make dolls back in
thed® ® WdzReé Qa LI NByda IINB Fa RAaANBaLISOGTFdzZ |y
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for once.

Before long the group are joined by three more people seeking refuge tematin
friendly portly chap Ralph and two British girls, who are secretly robbers planning to steal
wkilLKQa ¢lftfSiG FyR £S3 Al gKSYy (GKS NIXYAy 3I2Sa
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heads to keep an eye on their new guests.
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and dish out some pirsized punishment, taking her up to the attic and turning her into a

life-sized doll.

Its therefore up to Judy and Ralph to not only stop the dolls before evergegs it, but to
O2y @Ay OS WdzRéQa LI NByida I'YyR GKS NBYFAYAYy3d 9y

Dollsis a silly film, with impressive special effects for its budget that make up for the
ISYySNIffe t2¢ adl yRIFNR dtife musal scofedbpthd G Qa | £ &2
fantastically named Fuzzbee Morse.
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making the dolls alive is just batshit crazy.
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fucking dumb.
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make you smile.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Dollsis only availableon BNl @ Ay GKS ! YI KIFI@Ay3 NBOSyidfte o
decent qualitytransfer, offering a commentary by director Stuart Gordon. In the US, you can

only get it on DVD.

Bits and pieces

wDollswas the first ever film shown at a That Was A Bit Mental dobildilm screening. It
was the first part of a doub#eill that alsoincludedFor Y'ur Height Onlyhe Filipino midget
spy movie. Because, you know, little people.



wThere aren't many horror films that had gore removed by the flmmakers themselves, but
that's what happened witlDolls Since Stuart Gordon had recently ladcess with the
gore-heavyReAnimator, he was encouraged by the studio to makellssimilarly gory. A

death scene was filmed in which one character had their intestines removed by a doll with a
pitchfork. After filming was completed it was decided tj@e didn't suit the film's tone and

it was dropped.



Drive (2011)

Director: Nicolas Winding Refn
Starring:Ryan Gosling, Carey Mulligan, Bryan Cranston, Albert Brooks, Ron Perlman
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me a time and a place, | give you a five minute window. Anything happens in that five
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L RA RY QivwhalRd eikdea whienyl fubriveinto my Bluray player. To be perfectly
honest, though it had received rave reviews from people | knew, people whose opinions |
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film.

Drivetells the story of an unnamed driver (Gosling) who works as a movie stuntman during
the day and is a freelance getaway driver for criminalsigitit. After falling for his nexdoor
neighbour (Mulligan) and deciding to help out her jailbird husband, things end up going
pearshaped and the driver has to struggle to ensure not only his own survival, but that of
KAd YySAIKo2dzZNRa Tl YAfeo

Ryan Goslinguts in a curious but ultimately appealing performance as a man who says very
fAGOES GKNRdAzZAK2dzi GKS FAE YD ¢KSNBE FFNB Y2YSyli
the point across but a lot ddriveconsists of Gosling and Mulligan staring at eaitter
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their chemistry is such that they both do such a great job of saying an awful lot without

actually saying anything.

One thing that may shock you abdDtiveA & (G KS JI2NB® LGQa y2i SEI Ol
style ofBlood Feasd dzii (i K S NB Qa DylvehasaSof mokeybizhe te dtuif than

your standard crime drama. One scene in an elevator in particular brings back some horrible
memories of theife extinguisher scene imreversiblgrumour has it the director asked

Irreversibldd RANBOG2NI DFALI NI b2S F2N F ROAOS 2y K24
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crucially, not enough that you should avoid the film altogether.

The other thing | fell in love with was the soundtrack. It very much has an 80s feel to it (even
though all the music was created within the past five years), and the opening and closing
titles make it clear that this was the intention.Grand Theft Auto: Vice Citymy favourite

game in theGTAseriesq was a movieDrivewould be it.
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an audio and visual masterpiece and one you should really make time for.

Four anda halfout of five

How to seeit
Driveis available on DVD and Bhy.

Bits and pieces

wMy wife has become fairly obsessed with thavesoundtrack, ripping the arse out of it

on Spotify on a regular basis. As a result | have almost the entireghinganently
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wA lot of people ompareDriveto the indie PC gamidotline Miami In reality, the only
similarities are its '80style soundtrack and the fact that both feature violence. That's not to
sayHotline Miamiisn't worth playingg it definitely is¢ but if you're expectindorive The
Gameyou're going to be disappointed because it's less subtle. A lot less.



Evil Never Dies (2013)

Director: Martyn Pick

Starring:Tony Scannell, Graham Cole, PH Moriarty, Anouska Mond, Fliss Watson, Katy
Manning

Also known as: The Haunting Of Hg Payne (original title)
MKS 2yfe GKAYy3 L ySSR (2 1y2¢ FTANRY &2dzXx Aa |
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anything like that sinc€ockney Spoola movie | just m@e up in my head.

Evil Never Diesvhich until recently was going to be call€de Haunting Of Harry Payne

but was changed to a far more generic title in Decent3 tells the story of Harry

tF@yST Fy F3IAY3A Y20aidSNI deid geprsforthdzauideriofhis & LINA &
gang boss and best friend.

Keen to leave a life of crime behind him, Harry has moved to a small village in Norfolk to
0S502YS (KS yS¢g fFIyRt2NR 2F | ljdzASG LWz e bl dd
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measures in Norfolk, you see.

The vilagers think the killings are the work of the White Lady of Rayleton, the ghostly local

f SASYR® ¢KS LRfAOS IINBYyQil G22 O2y@dAYyOSR> SalL
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again.
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the years by drinking them away. These powers might be able to help Harry figure out
gKIFEGQa 3F2Ay3 2y | YR VY 2 patcktlirfgup with Bis eNtfarigéda Yy | YS >
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Evil Never Digsas some decent performances, but British audiences will be forgiven for
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Tony Scannell, whoa}s Harry, starred in the lorginning ITV series for nine years as D.S.
¢SSR w2l OK® aSlIygKATtSS DNIKIY /2fS3s gK2 KSNB
Inspector Bracken, was PC Stamp on the same show for 22 years.

aSkcysgKAf ST (K Steidifled By Katyf Mahninglakid a@pearesl ADoctor Who
cré1 Ay GKS mptnad Fa KEFJTRANRNBERQOQaZRANDR HEYXA



played by the wonderfulynamed PH Moriarty, who was Ha:[\chet Harry.otk, Stock And
Two Smoking Barrel& G KSNBEQa 42YS SELISNASYOS KSNBo®
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normality despite its relatively unique concept.

The story is fairly basic, with about as many layers ashart, while all the appamtly
gruesome killings were seemingly deemed too brutal (or, more likely, too expensive) to
show onscreen.
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gangster flick.
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Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
Evil Never Dids availablon5 +5 Ay GKS 'Y O2dzNIiSaeé 2F n5A3Ad
the US yet.

Bits and pieces

wMuch likeDemons Never Djeeviewed elsewhere in this ebook, the tiiil Never Dies
a load of old pish. Evil has died countless times throughout hidrany, the execution of
Saddam Hussetiio the cancellation of horrendous British TV s@&gorado So the next
time someone claims that 'evil never dies', tell them to wipe the shite from their lips.

wHere's an odd coincidence for yolriter John Mangats also an actor, who's due to star
in Payne & Redemptigan independent film ‘inspired’ by thiglax Payneszideo gamesSo
one minute he's writing &lm about a man called Payne, thext he'sstarringin a film

about a different one.



Exorcist Il: The Her etic (1977)

Director: John Borman

Starring:Linda Blair, Richard Burton, Louise Fletcher, James Earl Jones
FATHERLAMONT L Q@S Ff 26y GKAA NRdAziS 0ST2NB®E
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supremely acted. In a way théfxorcist Il: The Hereligeven more imgessive, because it

takes one of the finest films ever and follows it up with a sequel sofrahK A y 3f @ o6 R A
without doubt the biggest drop in quality in film sequel history.

Set four years after the events in Georgetown;yEarold Regan MacNeilifida Blair again)

Aa y2¢ tAGAY3I AYy bSg 2N] 6A0GK KSNIJ YdzyrQa 7FNA
FANRG FAEYO 6KAES KSNI Ydzy A& 2FF YI{Ay3d Fy2i
Fye 2F (KS S@Syda 27T G Kofedhyk pskchiatriBtiardyway. Tliedzi & K S
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she wants to try hypnosis to free them.

Meanwhile, a priest called Father Lamont has been assigned by the Church to investigate
the death of Father Merrin at the end of the first film, so he visits Regan to try to get
answers. So far, so normal. But this is still only the first ten minutes or so. Then it gets bad.

LiQa &l ABxordiskihad its préntieye, the audience weré with it until the

'synchroniserwas introduced. At this point the audience burst into hysterical laughter and

GKS FAEtY O2dz R ySOSNI gAYy olLDiQaksEKE8) SBEEOB OV a
the accolades and reputation earned Dlge Existare flushed down the toilet and the

series turns into hokey séiimumbo jumbo.

You see, thesynchroniserhA & | RSOAOS 5N ¢dzAl Ay 2é6ya TFT2N Ke
headbands with diodes attached to them, each connected to a flashing light th&t am

tone. When Regan and Father Lamont both wear these headbands and use their minds to
YIS (GKS (G2ySa a2dzyR GKS &l YSZ CIFIOKSNI[IFY2yli
dreams. Seriously.

Not weird enough yet? Then how about theghile using thesynchroniser with Regan,
CFrOKSNI[FY2yiQa YAYR Aa GNI}yYyaLR2NISR (42 wmdona
Kokumo who has the power to fight an evil demon called Pazuzu. Lamont realises that

Regan was possessed by Pazuzu in the first film (not thé Bei), and that he has to go

to Africa to try to find the now adult Kokumo (James Earl Jones, dressed up in a giant locust



costume yes, really) to get advice on how to defeat it. Remember, this is the seqiiékto
Exorcistone of the most revered angspected horror films ever.

The whole thing is just an insult to the original film. The fisbrcistvas a chilling battle

between the devil and a priest questioning his faith, with an innocent little girl used as the
arena. It took place in a quienassuming street, adding a sense of realism that made the
otherworldly goingson that more powerful and disturbing. Then the sequel comes along

with mind-reading headbands, African demons and James Earl Jones dressed up like a giant
locust, and everythings pissed against a wall.

Ly GKS LI ad GSy @SIFNER LQOSExdcSH&BRhavelfalen S Sy 2
asleep every time. This is no word of a lie. Only recently was | able to watch the whole film

in one go, and now | have | can clearly baing unconscious was a far more entertaining

experience. The firdExorcistvas a challenging film that made its audience question their

faith in religion. The sequel made them question their faith in Hollywood.

A halfout of five

How to seeit

Lookirg for a laugh? Fair enough. You canietrcist 12y 5+5 o6dzi LQR NBO2YY
the Exorcist: The Complete Anthology DVD boxset ingieaithe US Bluay equivalent)

0SOFdzaS G f SI & brilliarkfns aléngwizkit. ¢ IS4G a2YS

Bits and piecs

wWhile Exorcist Itould have so easily been the start of a downward spiral for the series, it
was instead saved by the fantastibeExorcist IllIn it,the police lieutenant from the first

film treis to solve a series of murders taking place in Gatokgn by a seemingly satanic
serial killer

wlf you get a chance, check out the trailer Ebxorcist llIt perfectly highlights why its
soundtrack is one ahe worst I've ever heard in a film.



Faces Of Death(1978)

Director: ohn Alan Schwartz
Starring: Michael Carr

oDuring the past 20 years | know that my compulsion to understand death was much greater

than just an obsession. My dreams have dictated my mission. But now it is time to witness

the final moment, to discover the circle that forever ragsafself. The end of the beginning

2NJ 0KS 06S3aAYyYAYy3a 2F (KS ¢éSyRK LQfft €SI @S GKI

LQ@S 0SSy LldziFacks/Ofl Dedtforiyeass buil I@riew i my pledge to
SpSyhtdzZ-tte ¢l GOK | ff TH @ARSZinahd bearikvghan YSI y i
my fian@e took a trip to visit her friendn France, | figured there was no time like the

present. As | expectedtaces Of Deatis fucking horrible.
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us to consider death and make us question the ways in which we kill and be killed, but in
NEBIFfAGE AdGQa 2dzald +y SEOdzasS (2 &aKz2g aoOSyS ¥
admitted that around 40% of the footage was faked, but thatmirse means around 60%
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early daysof VHS, where people would rent and copy the taboo tape, passing it around their
friends and constantly degrading the already fuzzy picture quality in the process. This made

it easier to believe all the footage was real, because the detail lost in thegiagley would

0S FAEEtSR Ay o0& (KS @ lesid¢iSilNtei hedddzo O2y a0OA2dza |y
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tell which of the footage is genuine and which is scripted, hokdybua KA 0 & al y& 2 7F
more famous scenesthe murderer on Death Row getting the electric chair, the orgiastic
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rescuers recovering the mangled corpse of amé&avQa Tl €t Sy R2gy | Of A7
the man setting himself on fire, the restaurant where a live monkey has its head caved in

and its brains scooped ogtare exposed as quite obviously fake with the benefit of added

clarity.

However, italsomakds KS NBIF f &0dzFF YdzOK SFaASNI 2 &aSS:
to stomach and makeBaces Of Deatbne to skip. The first half an hour is easily the worst,

opening with footage of actual open heart surgery and continuing on to plenty of graphic

footage of animals being killed. We see an illegal dog fight taking place, followed by a dying

lion bleeding to death. We see an African tribe cutting open a cow and draining its blood

into a pot. We see a chicken being beheaded, then we see slaughterhaukers cutting

O0246aQ UGUKNRFGA 2LISYy Ay {1 2aKSNJ {AffAy3ad 2SS | f
skinned.



Other real (stockfootage is harrowing to watcla section on the Nazis shows lots of
Holocaust footage, with emaciated bodies being cdraeound and dumped in graves, while
newsreel footage of cholera victims in India, suicides, dogs with cancer and police gathering
the brains and various other remains of road accident victims and San Diego plane crash
corpses produce a continuous strearnshocking imagery.

FacesOf Deat®dl vy GNEB (2 OKdz01 Ad&a Y2Nrf YSaal3Sa |1
simply been shoehorned in there to justify showing the footage. The simple fact is that

regardless of how much of it is fake, the fact thaich of it is real footage of humans and

animals being killed means this is a film that truly lives up to the video nasty name, and one

of the very few nasties that | believe should be banned in its uncut form in the UK. We may

live in a time now where gphic death footage can be found online by those who really

want to see it, but the act of putting some of it in a film, adding fake scenes to boost its

running time and making money off it leaves a bad taste in my mouth. Avoid.

A halfout of five

How to seeit

Despite its shocking retife content,Faces Of Deatis available to buy in a neancut state

in the UK. The only shots missing are the dog fight scene and the start of the restaurant
a0SYyS 4KSNB (KS Odzail2 YSNE Ilirdina &e fake thezagfjalS @ Q& K
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have to see itn full, you carimport the uncut German DVD (which was the version |

watched)from Amazo® L ¥ L ¢ S NBustdvatdrthé ékeiz@/ided NasieR The
Definitive Guid®VD documentary insteadvhich covers it in enough detail
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Bits and pieces

wlf your stomach is some sort of vacuum and you still crave grotesque sights after watching
Faces Of Deatlyou're in lick! There are a total dive sequels, each offering a similar
combination of real and faked footagas well as a compilation of the first three callgte

Worst Of Faces Of DeatReally though, there are so many better things you could be doing.
Learnto juggle, for example.

w hT ff GKS NBGASga 2y RaéeSOfDdatre continiestd . A 0 a
be the most popular (in terms of hits) every single day. There are some sick buggers out
there and no mistake.

wWith all the beheadingsajng on in the news and the likes of 4chan and Liveleak making
graphic images and videos of real gory deaths readily available to young and old alike these
days, | fear for the day that something likaces Of Deatis laughed off as harmless, tame

fun mud like onceshocking slashers likaiday The 13tlare now. Speaking of which...



Friday The 13th Part 2 (198 1)

Director: Steve Miner
Starring:Amy Steel, John Furey, Warrington Gillette
A G2fR GKS 20KSNRZI (KS& RARNYR Gl 0SSt RBDES RIS ¢
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with teenage blood. Eager to cash in with a sequel Bukrf A aAy 3 (GKSe& O2dzZ Ry Q
same trick twice (not to mention the fact that Mrs Voorhees was decapitated at the end of

the first film), Paramount decided it was time to finally introduce Jason himself.

Before opening with a short prologue toensireK S FANR G FTALf YQa KSNRAYS
with, Friday The 13th Partjdmps forward five years to introduce us to a new group of

potential teenage victims. These cheery (and horny) scamps are headed to the countryside

to take part in a training sessi so they can learn how to be camp counsellors.

¢CKIFIyla 2 GKS S@gSyida 2F GKS FANRG FAEYZI /YL
allowed to go there. As luck would have it though, the training centre is located just a
YIOKS(SQa (i KNECoystdl Inkedite. THMBNY, | ibpe nothing happens to

anyone as a result of this.

After a fanpleasing return from Crazy Ralphvho once again turns up to deliver an eerily
prophetic warning and once again is dismisgelde would-be counsellors meet ahe
training centre and proceed to tell the obligatory campfire backstory of Jason and his mum.

What happens after this is essentially ade of the first film as one by one a total of eight
victims are offed in various gruesome ways. One couple maleeslaisher film mistake of
having sex and the two are promptly impaled together foagtus as a result. A skinny
dipping incident results in a machegeded throat slice. Even poor old Crazy Ralph finally
3Séa 6KIGQa O2YAy3a (G2 KAYO®

By far the most memorablkill inPart 2however is that of Mark, the unfortunate

wheelchaitNA RRSY IR ¢K2Qa 2dzaid lo2dzi G2 3IS4G &z
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plonked unceremonioug through his head before having his wheelchair kicked down the
A0FANRET NRffAYy3d KAY R2yKAfE FyR Ayid2 GKS f1
an equal opportunities destroyer.

Y S
|.

Speaking of JasoRart 2does indeed mark his first maind JS | NI y OS & GKS T Af
quite the hockey mask wearing icon most know him as by this point, though (the mask
R2SayQi YI {SPar3ia RSoOdzi dzy (At



Instead, in order to hide his disfigured face, Jason wears a slightly less menacing pillowcase
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The main problem witlPart 2is its final third. After killing off eight people in quick

succession the film leaves us with Jason, two survivors, and another 25 minutes or so left to

go. The result is a lengthy chase scene that goes little too long for my liking, even
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sitting in a canoe in the middle of Crystal Lake, is pulled under by a young Jason) is easily
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After seemingly killing Jason, Ginny and her fellow survivor Paul head to another cabin.
There, a maskless Jason bursts through a window and attacks Ginny, at which point we fade
to white. The next thing we see is Ginny being helped into a $teef@s she explains she

has no recollection of what happened to Jason or Paul.

Call me entitled, but after watching a chase scene for 25 fucking minutes | expect to see
gKFEG KFLIWSya G GKS SyR 2F AlGx y2002dzad oS

InawayPart2A & | @AOGAY 2F GKS 2NAIAYIEQa &adz00Saa:
GKSANI KIFIyRax GKS YF{SNBR 2F GKS FTANRG FTAELY 6S
for the possibility of a sequel. They had a killer (Mrs Voorhes)was killed fairly

convincingly, and the twist ending with the little kiddy Jason coming out of the lake was

little more than a Carrisstyle dream ending to get the audience chatting as they left the

cinema. It was a nice way to end a eofé film andhad it not been so popular then it would

have been a perfectly fine standalone story.

When the firstFriday The 13thecame an unexpected success and a sequel became
ySOSaalNE (K2daAKI y20 2yfeé RAR (KS WLBRER LISND
left ambiguous to prevent future complexities when making a third film, or a fourth, or (as
eventually happened) a tenth. Hence the Part 2 ending in which Jason appears to create a

final scare then just fucks off without any explanation as to wherebet.

As the series progressed the filmmakers got used to the balance of giving us a satisfying
WEaz2y WRSFGIKQ gKATS &duiAa{ufindagel THiA eff@t ladckk Be LJ2 & 4 A 0
former, making the latter feel jarring.

Friday The 13thPatK I & | &adNRBy3 FANROG KFEF Fa FIEN & ¢
are relatively welNP dzy RSR YR GKSANI LISNBR2YFfAGASE NS
feel like generic bags of meat ready to be butchered in a variety of ways. The kdlsare

inventive enough given the genre was still in its infancy at this point, and the screen debut

of Jason marks a classic milestone in horror cinema. The final 20 minutes are a bit of a slog



though and the ending is just a piteke, meaning whileitmay S A 02y A O AU Q&a o
the finest of theFridays.
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Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Friday The 13th Partig available on bothDVD and Bld- 8 ® LT &2 dzZONBE ONJ QA Y
Friday The 13tlkexperience you have three options. In the UKryonly main option is the

Friday The 13th: From Crystal Lake To Manhattan DVD box set, which contains DVD versions

of Friday The 13th Parts&

This same DVD box set is also available in the US, though by far the best option is the

recently released Fray The 13th: The Complete Collection-Bly set. This is only available

Ay GKS | { odzi L -FTOIBYS @Ay BMNIY ANG e aN8 FODYy a2 A
flash with the cash you can import it. This set contains all twelve movies in orfertibe

first time, including=reddy Vs Jas@nd the 2009 reboot.

Bits and pieces
wJason is played in this movie by Warrington Gillette. | have no intention of legally changing
my name by deed poll but if | did you can bet your balls it'd be to WaaomGillette.

wAdrienne King, the 'final girl' from the firbtiday The 13threturned toPart 2to film a

small prologue in which Jason kills her for offing his mum in the first film. Apparently King
was supposed to star in the entire movie but shentedt it down because she was getting
hassled by a stalker. After filming the prologue, she wouldn't star in another film again for
another 19 years.



Friday The 13th Part 3 (1983)

Director: Steve Miner
Starring:Dana Kimmell, Paul Kratka, Larry Zerneigtiard Brooker
da GKIG FEf @2dz2QNBE 3I2y ¥l R2 GKA&A 6SS{USYRK {°

After the secondrriday The 13timovie ended with the doors left wide open for a sequel,
that inevitable followup sauntered through said doors just one year later in the shape of
the imaginativay titled Friday The 13th Part 3

The second film concluded with the survivor conveniently blacking out and having no idea
where Jason had gone, so the third begins just one day later as a stithuetyalive Jason
heads to a lakefront propéy called Higgins Haven, where he takes solace in a nearby
farmhouse to rest his wounds.

la WFHaz2yQa fdz01 ¢2dzZ R KIFI@S AdGx &S y20KSNJ 3
spend the week at Higgins Haven, blissfully unaware one of the hdrgf § 5 Qa Y2 & (i
notorious slashers is camping out in the building next door.
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total of eleven deaths, the most in the series at that point.

What setsPart 3 apart from its two predecessors and umpteen successors is that it was
originally shown in cinemas in 3D. Not your typical red and blue affair either, but the proper
clear, plarised glasses effort.

| had the good fortune to see a rare screening of the 3D version in Edinburgh many years
F32 O60KSNB FNBYy Qi YI ye LINRY Gsghod Sréengsuitldel G2 Y
for projecting that type of image onto) and it waensational.

134 | o5 TAfPart3matRally spekdS muly of its time thrusting things into the
camera to make the audience lose their shit. Throughout its 95 minutes viewers are
constantly ducking as a baseball bat, a mouse, a snakeya@, yojoint, a harpoon and two
different eyeballs are among the items shoved towards them.

The 3D effect as it was originally intended, at leasts unexpectedly effective given the
FAfYQa 26 0dzZRASH I yR (KS G S Orgif80Dimthe 1982sY LJX S E A

Some of the aforementioned closgs are slightly misaligned, so when Jason squeezes a
L2 2N OKF LJQa KSIR a2 KFNR KAa SeSolff LkRLa 2d
comes towards you.



Surprisingly, then, the most pnessive instances are during the less exciting scenes, where
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relegates it to the status of just another slasher film continuing the tried and tdstieldy
The 13thformula.
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as a prank. When Shelly pegs it later, Jason nicks his mask and keeps hold of it for the next

eight films.

If you can, watclrriday The 13th Pa&in 3D as it was originally intended (see below to find
oOUK2 g0 ® LY H5 Ad0Qa tAGGES Y2NB O(KIFy @Sid Fyz2i
YSY2NI 6fS RSIFGK a0SySa IFyR GKS RSodzi 2F Wk az

LY o5 (K2dzZAKXI S@Sy ¢gAlGK O2f2dz2NBR 3Ifl aasSa | a
cheesy fun.

Threeout of five

How to seeit
See the 'how to see it' section fériday The 13th Part-2he same applies for this film.

Bits and pieces

wOne of these days | want to screEriday The 13th Parti@ 3D. It's going to happen, mark
my words. Sadly, it'frobably have to be in the rubbish redhd-blue glasses format, but
even so. If you live in London, follow @ TWABM on Twitter and keep an eye out for
announcements.

wl don't want to get all wanky but technically this shouldn't really be cdfiédiay Thel 3th
since it starts the day after the events®ért 2and then moves on to the day after that. So
technically it should be calleésunday The 15th And A Bit Of Saturday The. 14th



Friday The 13th: The Final Chapter (1984)

Director: Joseph Zito
Starring Kimberly Beck, Corey Feldman, Crispin Glover, Peter Barton, Ted White
a&Jesus Christmas! Holy Jesus! Goddamn! Holy Jesus jumping Christrhas shit!

Oh, you poor, deluded fools. To think there was once a time when the fourth film in the
Friday The 13tkelies was supposed to be the last one ever.

h¥ O2dzNASX KAYRaAIKG GStfa dza (cBasahwdi@da Ry Qi
on to star in a further eight movieso dzi ¥ 2 NJ y The FihabGhaptes theNS | {
concluding part it was seemingintended to be.

Following on from the end of the third movie, an apparently dead Jason is carted off to the
f20rf Y2NHdzZS ¢6KSNBE KS NBaidla 6AGK KAa @QAOGAYaE
them again, killing a couple of doctors on his weay of the building.
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gotten the hang of how this franchise works yet.

Yes, another bunch of didwinging dudes and dudettes (including a young Crispin Glover)
have rented a house at Crystal Lake, with the aim of partaking in all manner of alcohol
consumption and numerous games of Hide The Sausage.

Watching on enviouslsiTrish Jarvis (Kimberly Beck), who lives in the house next door with

her mum and brother Tommy (a pf&oonieorey Feldman). Trish wants to join the party
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to trouble.
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prizes for guessing what the next 50 mirkaieunk consists of (except for maybe a badge

saying Captain Obvious). A grand total of twelve deaths are dolebyoldison iThe Final

Chapter each clearly attempting to outdo each other in originality.

One poor sod has his neck sliced and broken with a surgical hacksaw. Another is thrown out

a window, landing on the roof of a car three storeys down (and blowingi®windows in a
ALISOGI OdzAf F NJ FyR &af A3KiGfte&e dzyNBIftAAGAO Tl aKAzZ2Y
scene returns, this time with an unfortunate lass getting speared from underneath a raft.

As for poor Crispin Glover, he gets a corkscrew slagnime his hand then a meat cleaver
lodged in his face. Thankfully, before this happens he manages to make his mark on
cinematic history with one of the worst daes ever committed to celluloid.
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two survivors. Both Trish and her little brother Tommy are the last ones standing by the end
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a lot more effective given thakommy is so young and more vulnerable than his sister.

If you want to get all arsey and academic abouthe Final Chapteaffers an interesting
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the idea of the fnal survivor being a teenage gira traditionally weak character (according

to the movies, not meg who realises she has to fight and finds inner strength to defeat

what seems like an unstoppable foe.

This time another level in the hierarchy isaddgdi@ 2 dzy 3 ¢2YYe&X | yR (GKS 7
thought teenage girls were weak? Tryanjemr2 f R 028 2y FT2NJ aAl S¢ 5
A0SNB2GRLIAOIE WFAYIE 3IANI QX (GKSYX ¢NRAK Aa V
her role in the final battle is erely to act as a decoy, having a kaiéed struggle with Jason

GKAES GKS NBIf WFAYFIEQ OKFNIOGSNE ¢2YYes LINE
blow.

O9AGKSNI GKFG 2N LQY NBFRAYy3 G22 YdzOK Ayid2 Al
Fddman shave his hair off and swing a machete around (which does actually happen).

Which brings us neatly to the inevitable twist ending (spoilers for the rest of this

paragraph!). Yes, despite the title claiming this was indeed the final chapter, thredkers

aGAff O2dz RyQi NBarAad SyRAy3d 2y |y a2N Aa Al
dead, young Corey Feldman had gone a little mad after killing him and could potentially go

on to continue killing.

CKFYy1FdzZ f 82 KA dowed Rgon &l tRehideawasg dcrapped by tie fnbef
the inevitableFriday The 13th Part V: ANew Beginin§y & Ay (G2 LINRPRdAzOGA2Y @
sayPat VRARY Qi AYUiUNRRdzOS | y20KSNI ySg ARSI (KI G ¢
O2Yy UNRPOSNBAIFT X amel GKFGQa FT2NJ IFy2iKSNJI

Friday The 13th: The Final Chapgea good entry in a series that had more or less nailed the
slasher formula by the fourth film. The ending is the only truly unsatisfying aspect, the rest
is standard slasher fare that should pass the time wadugih with a group of mates.

Threeout of five

How to seeit
See the 'how to see it' section fériday The 13th Part-Zhe same applies for this film.

Bits and pieces

wThere are other series with movies that claim to be the ‘final' instalment but baip
going ahead with another sequel anyway: $eeddy's Dead: The Final Nightméalowed
by three more films) an@he Final Confli¢the third Omenmovie, followed a decade later



by Omen IY. ButFriday The 13tis extra special because it makéss false claim twice in
the same series: once witfhe Final Chaptethen again with the ninth entrydasonGoes To
Hell: The Final Fridayhe lattewas subsequently followed klason XFreddys Jasomand
the Friday The 13themake.

wOf all the aobrs to portray Jason over the yeaie Final ChapterTed White is probably
the least wellknown. That's because he demanded to have his name removed from the
film's credits in protest at director Joseph Zito treating the other teenage actors like shite
The final straw came during a scene in which teenage actor Judie Aronson was filming a
scene in a freezing lake and Zito refused to let her come out of the lake in between takes.
What a prick.



Friday The 13th Part V: A New Beginning (1985)

Director: Danny Steinmann

Starring:John Shepherd, Shavar Ross, Melanie Kinnaman, Dick Wieand
Wl a2y +22NKSSaK | 2dzQNB 2dzidF @2dzNJ FdzO1 Ay 3 Y.
+22NKSSa Aa RSIFRH I Ada 02Ré ¢gFa ONBYFIGSR® | SC

POGdzZNB GKS RAESYYlF Tl OSR o0& G(KS aiddzRAz SESOa
Friday The 13tfilm, one which quite clearly drew a line under the whole series with the
title Friday The 13th: The Final Chapt&nd yet, people wanted more.

SO RSOARAY3A (2 ySIFHidfte oNHzZK (GKS gK2{t{S WFAYIF
soaked carpet, Paramount greenlit a fifth film and decided to cAllNeew Beginninghe

title implying that the first four films were still their own little series andynave were

dealing with a brand new story arc.

9EOSLII ¢S ¢ SANRY BejimintlIewd brdzansthe events of the fourth film,

albeit a number of years later. Now a teenager, Tommy Japlsyed by a guy who looks
nothing like Corey Feldmanhas been sent to a psychiatric asylum for similarly troubled

teens, having continued to suffer nightmares and visions of Jason ever since he killed him as
a kid.

¢CKS LINBOESY Aaz GKS lFaefdzy AayQid KStLAYy3 YdzC
YR y26 UKS@QNB SPSY 62NES 6SOldzaS KAa FSEf2
1246 OF Yy AdA2ya 1 Af f.oh iy, ltkieré Kustb&sonieOn® actuad | A y 3

killing them. Never mind.

Part Vdoes its best to walk the line betwedreing a completely new story and a traditional
Friday The 13thim. Though the asylum setting takes the action away from Crystal Lake for
the first time the typicaFridayformula remains, with teens lining up to get their own five
minutes of fame/nuditybefore being offed in an appropriately grim fashion by a chap in a
hockey mask.

The acting is of a generally poor standard this time around, even by slasher film standards.

While eachFridaybefore it at least had a character the audience could sidewithKk SNB A G Qa
difficult to do so. The lad playing Tommy has all the personality of a pencil case, and his
supporting cast ranges from dull to irritating.

a2al KIFIGSR INB GUKS WO2YSReQ KAfttoAffte FIFYALE
asylum and kep turning up to have a go at the staff for letting the teens wander near their

house. The mum is fouhouthed to an unnecessary extent, the result being that rather than
GKAY1AY3 ag26> aKSQa | yaINRE @2dzQf f dioyadSIR
YITS KSNI 2FFSYyaArodsSéo



Her son, meanwhile, is probably the single worst character in the entire twidwd-riday

The 13thseries. An infuriatingly annoying caricature of dumb hillbillies, he stinks up every
a0SyS KSQa Ay dHedoipeffoimiance andizodstRntlydhreaténs tdiurn
the film into a terrible comedy rather than an adequate slasher.

Which is, thankfully, whaPart Vstill manages to be against the odds. The kills are varied:
one poor chap has an ice pick rammed into hisknanother has a road flare jammed into
his mouth, while one unfortunate lass gets a pair of garden shears thrust into her eyes.

CKSNBQa fa2 y20KSNI OtlaaAad SEFYLXS 2F (GNP
nutcase pegs it after a lengthy spotrobot dancing.

CKSNBEQa 2yS O2yiNROGSNRERALFE aLISOG 2F GKS
I d2ARSR Al dzyGAt y2¢ Ay OFrasS AdG alLRAif SR
you plan on watchin@art Vat some point though, ba dear and skip ahead to the final
paragraph.

TALY
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WAIKGE y2¢ (GK2asS LINAOla FNB 2dzi 2F GKS gl & f
YSOSNI YAYRZ fS0iQa RA&aOdzaa O KAPart\GsyhRtithgdiler ¢ KS 06
wearingthehock & YI a1 AayQd I OGdzZtfte WHaz2yeo LyadSt R
ambulance drivers from the start of the film, who recognises the first victim as hiddehg

son and decides to take revenge.

a
G

Although theNew Beginningubtitle sort of suggested thahight be the case, fans were still

livid that the promisePart IVY' | RS 2 fThedFi@al ghapte K| R | Ol dzl £ £ & G dzNJ
be accurate after all. They went expecting another Jason movie, instead all they got was

some big dick in a mask.

Paramount noed the fan outrage and took great pains to reverse the damage with the
inevitable sequel, which was tellingly titi€diday The 13th Part VI: Jason Liv#ss it any
O2LIK 2S8SQff FAYR 2dzi az22y> 62y Qi 6SK

So, | suppose you want to know if you should wadtetlay The 13th Part V: A New

Beginningg a& NBalLlRyasS Aa I KSFENIeéx O2yFARSYyld WYl
series this lies somewhere in the middiet quite as effective as the original quadrilogy but

still offering some decent, gory shackefore MPAA censorship started to ruin the later

movies (more on that in a later review).

DAGSY Alad RAGAAAODS SYRAY3IS GKSNBQa | OFasS F2
Since the means take the form of a hdéficent slasher movie though &€ 2dz 62y Qi YA Y F
much.

Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
See the 'how to see it' section fériday The 13th Part-Zhe same applies for this film.



Bits and pieces

wAlthough Tommy Jarvis is now an adulPart \& / 2 NS & CSit:Revabpgdpsin a G A £ f
GKS 2RR Ffl akKolOl la @e2dzy3a ¢2YYed ¢KAa& YI{Sa
back to the teenage Tommy, however, who looks nothing like him.

wAs the review mentionsahs were truly pissed when it turned out Jason wasn'tkitier

in Part \/ so Paramount ensured they didn't make the same mistake Rt VI: Jason
Lives They should have seen it comitngugh, in fairness: John Carpenter tried to pull the
same trick withHalloween 1lI: Season Of The Witathich had nothingo do with Michael
Myers despite the title. Fans revolted ah&lloween 4: The Return Of Michael Myees
subsequently released, minus the involvement of a rbsvllusionedCarpenter.



Friday The 13th Part VI: Jason Lives (1986)

Director: Tom McLoughlin
Starring:Thom Mathews, Jennifer Cooke, David Kagen, CJ Graham
A& 6Syid G2 3IF2 ONBYlI&EaS WFHaz2yX odzi L FdzO01 SR dzLJ

After pissing off longime Friday The 13tF | y & o6& NBf SFaAy3 | aSl dzSt
actually the killer (see my review Bairt V: Aw Beginning = t I NI Y2dzy i gl Ay Qi
NA&1a 6A0§K (KS FideEThe13tF Raft Wobes tithla faifyadefiaitive

subtitle that states, yes, Jason is alive and well in this one.

Not that his resurrection makes a lot of sense, minfler®surviving a@ridayfilm for the

second time, Tommy Jarvis (now played by a third actor, the frustratingly spelt Thom

al UKSga0v Sao0lFLSa FTNRBY KAa YSydalft AyadgAddziaz
O2y @AYy OS KAYAStT KERASHRRKREIANPVPY HAIRIKSNANE O
rotting body. Nice one, job done.

y
8

9EOSLI AG AayQisz 0S80l dzaS ¢2yYyYe RSO
O2NlJaSs Iy FOG dKFdG O2YSa ol O1 G2
pole and brings Jason back to life, all zombified and annoyed and that.

ARSA
Y dzy OK
¢Kdza YIFINjJ a GKS 06S3AyYY A Friday ZHe 13ftdteSBefbieleWwasA S WI & 2
just a mang a lumbering, powerful mountain of a man, mind you, but a man nonethejess
butinKAda NBAadzZNNBEOGSR aidl 0SS KSQabertghtudiyilRS RX dzy &
everyone in his vicinity into a mushy pulp.

Realising he might have done something a bit silly, Tommy heads to the nearby police
station, where the sherift I ¢ I NB 2 T sto® ahW Bowilling<td accept Jason is back
in Crystal Lake locks him in a cell.

Meanwhile, a new summer camp is just about to start up, and one of the counsellors is the
AKSNATFQA RIMAKGSNE K2 (F1Sa | fEasteRdgrd (2 (K
or summat.

If nothing else, credit has to be given to Jason Lives for featuring a summer camp that
actually has children in it for once. Usually, due to the inevitable issues that come when
shooting a film with child actors, slasher films aesummer camps tend to take place a few
days before the camp opens, with all the trainee counsellors hacked to bits before a single
kiddiewink arrives at the camp.

By pushingrart Vla bit further back so the camp is actually full of children, then, what
inevitably resulted in countless headaches for the film crew also gives an extra sense of
dread to proceedings, as there are now a bunch of genuinely vulnerable targets running
around.



Deep down you know none of them will be killed (though not all slesskick to that

unwritten rule: seeSleepaway Campbut it keeps things tense anyway.

b2d GKIFIGd 6SQR KI @S 06SSy &4dz02SO0SR (2 | 3I2NE
mind you. Thd-riday The 13tkeries has always had a hdtate relationshipwith the MPAA

(the American ratings board), amhrt Vlin particular suffers from some heavy censorship.

1 f Y240 SOSNEB RSIFIGK ¢l a Odzi Y2NB GKIYy WFaz2yQa
disappointing, antclimactic moments that hint at somethirgguesome but quickly cut
away.

¢KFiQa y2i G2 ate GKSNB FNByQG Fye Ay@SyiAods
YAYydziSad 6SQNB GNBIF GSR u2 I G201 f 2F my 1Atta
mouth, a triple decapitation withan@K SG S +yR I KSFR 0SAy3 ONHzK
KFryRad® LGQa 2dzad | akKlFYS a2 YdzOK Of SI NI & KI R
G2 aSS lye 2F GKS alLISOAlLf STFSOha ONBgsQa KIly

Jason Liveis the slasher film equivalent of a softpornfilmfY(@ L QR A Yl AAYy S0 ¢ K
degree of entertainment in enduring the bad acting and the cheesylioees, but when it
O02YSa 2 GKS oAl 6KSNB GKS 3Fd2 adAaola Al Ay:

'Y GKIFG yFf238 YI{1Sa YS dzyO2YF2NIliloftSz a2
Twoout of five

How to seeit
See the 'how to see it' section fériday The 13th Part-2he same applies for this film.

Bits and pieces
wHere's a fun fact: this is the onfiyiday The 13tfilm, of all twelve released, not to feature
any nudity. So this ihe one to watch with your mum and dad over Christmas.

wWhy exactly was Tommy Jarvis played by a completely different actor for the third movie
in a row? Well, John Shepherd/ho played Tommy iRart V- became a borragain

Christian after shooting th&lm and decided he didn't want anything to do wiart VI This
series just couldn't get a bloody break.



Friday The 13th Part VII: The New Blood (1988)

Director: John Carl Buechler
Starring:Lar ParkLincoln, Terry Kisser, Susan Blu, Kane Hodder

GTheNBQa | fSASYR I NRPdzyR KSNB® | 1 Aff
OdzNES® WI az2y +22NKSSaQ OdNAS® ¢KSe

seen him and lived. Some have even tried to stop him. No oree can.
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After apparently killing their iconic slasher villain for gooéant I\ introducing a copycat
killer inPart Vthen resurrecting theoriginal as a zombie iRart Vland chaining him to the
bottom of Crystal Lake at the end, Paramount decided it was time to fill an entire swimming
pool full of sharks, jellyfish and piranha and jump that instead.

Enter Tina Shepard, the heroineRdrt MI: The New BloodNot content with merely being
the latest in a line of sole survivorskniday The 13tfilms, Tina is different because (drum
roll) she has telekinetic powers. Yes, she can move things with the power of her mind.

The film opens with a0year2 f R ¢ Ayl Ol dzAAy3 KSNJ | 6dzAA @S FI i
dock near their house, causing him to fall into Crystal Lake and drowrforasird a

decadeandanow Rdzf & ¢Ayl Aa adAftft adNHzZIEAYy3I A0GK
herselfin a mental institution.

CAYlIQa R20G2N) adz33Sada GKIFIG AG YAIKG 0SS |y A
so she can confront and defeat her guilt head, so she, her mum and her doctor head
back to Crystal Lake to spend the week at thairlayuse there.

¢CKS GoArad Aaz aySli1ée 5N aOt NAO{FIFHOS AayQid Ay
KSNJ GStSTAYSGAO oAfAGASAEY KAOK 2ytée asSSy
taken her to the most stressful place she knows. YWdraarsehole.

One night, after a particularly harrowing session, Tina runs out to the dock and believing she
Oy NBAdINNBOU KSNI RIFIR o6y2X L R2yQl 3IS4G AdG SA
bottom of the lake instead. Cue further slastiyoppykilly hijinks.

h¥ O2dzNR S>> FKriflay & dathRyivitnbut absnch of randy teenagers eager to

bump uglies with one another, sihe New Bloodticks a load of them in a neighbouring

cabin, as they wait to surprise one of their friends withidhalay party (unaware that

WEaz2yQa |t NBFRe& NIYYSR | G4Syid aLA1S Ayid2 KAa

This is the seventRriday The 13tF Af Y L Q@S NBOBASHESRSE FyR SI OK
inventive deaths featuredThe New Bloods no different.



Expect to see Jasaddzy OKA y 3 { KNP dz3 K
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Again, sadly, most of these kills suffered at the hands of the MPAA and much of the gorier
detail was left on the cutting room floor. Get your hands on the special edition DVD or the
BuNI @ 62 E &S0 luysBenes i thz€@dxiias mefiuf only driBes Bbme the

point that their removal is a real shame.

The New Blodd main highlight is the introduction of Kane Hodder as Jason. It may be odd

to suggest that a certain actor can give a better performance &seacter famed for

GSENAY3I F YI&alsz o6dzi | 2RRSNN&a aKSSNJ aATS | yR
powerful, vicious Jason who seems truly capable of doing some real damage.

| 2RRSNJ I AaARSXT GKAA 2y SRadVlRadagoiint Wias stafitidg®o L G & &
push it a little in terms of ideas, so having a zombie Jason fighting against a telekinetic girl
GFr1Sa GKAy3aa S@Sy Fdz2NIKSNI FNRY (KS Y2NB (NIR
formula that made the first few films a success.

G Qa OSNIFAyte alreAyda az2YSUuKAy3ar GKSys GKIFG F
aGAff YIylFr3sSa G2 adlyR 2dzi +a a2YSGKAyYy3I LI NI
father, dead for ten years, comes out of the lake and drags Jason bdekwater, a

RAA0SEtASOAYI ONRBR 2F d2KX Fdz01 2FF¢ Aa LISNFSC

In fact, the only way it could get more bonkers is if Jason was to board a cruise ship and salil
G2 bSé ., 2NJ] @ ! yRam\HIEIasomTKkes Maahatfa@hE ( K

Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
See the 'how to see it' section fériday The 13th Part-2he same applies for this film.

Bits and pieces

wTina may not have suited a fedora and a striped sweater, but she was originally supposed
to wear one. That's because heharacter wasn't supposed to be Tina at all, but Freddy
Krueger. Paramount(iday The 13thand New LineX Nightmare On Elm Strgetouldn't

come to an agreement on how to handle it though, so out went Freddy and in went
telekinetic Tina.

wAnN actresgalled Marta Kober auditioned fétart Vlland got the job. However, she then
let slip to the filmmakers that she had previously starred as one of the tedPartr2(of
which they had no cluge}ko in order to avoid confusion they had to let her go.



Frost (2012)

Director: Reynir Lyngdal
Starring:Anna Gunndis Gudmundsdattir, Bjorn Thors

df anyone can hear me, my name is Agla Helgadottir and | am calling from the base camp of
the glacial research expedition. There are two of us here. One man is i &deaothers
FNE YAaaAiydaoe tfSrasS aASyR K& LI L R2y QiU 1y29

PYEATS YlEye K2NNREN FAEY Flryas LQY y20G &Sid aa
popular withThe Blair Witch Proje¢althoughCannibal Holocaugireceded it by demdes),
when a film uses it properly it can be bloody effective.

LY F2NIdzyFGStes vYz2ald FAftYa R2yQiGd C2NJ 6KS Y2a
problemc usually a funding one rather than a deliberate artistic style. Why bother with

lighting, shd composition and the like when you can just go down the shakycam route and

slash the budget drastically?

Frosth 8= dzy F2Nlidzy St ex 2yS 2F (GKS g2NBiG SEI YLX
having a potentially interesting setting for a filmtbfs genre and a trailer that genuinely

excited me, the actual result falls short in so many ways it might as well have been directed

by a midget to complete the full set.

Agla (the admittedly charming Anna Gunndis Gudmundsdottir) is part of a researoh te
G2NJAy3 2y GKS 2dzialANIa 2F GKS | NODGAO [/ ANDf
exciting as it sounds.

Soon her lover Gunnar (Bjorn Thors) turns up to surprise her. Gunnar is a documentary
filmmaker and he wants to make a documentar@atizii 3t I OA SNJ NBa S NOK® !
for it to end up on Netflix, mate.

Naturally, this means Gunnar films absolutely everything, from banal conversations to him
and his missus shagging, because everyone knows a filmmaker has an infinite stgypdy of
especially when shooting in extreme conditions.

The next morning, Agla realises the other five researchers who were working at the camp
have completely disappeared, leaving her and Gunnar all alone. What could have happened
G2 GKSYK 2 $b interestedbgc@uise yauarely find out.

The first 50 minutes dfrostare intolerably slow, something even less appealing when you
consider the entire film only clocks in at 79 minutes (including five minutes of credits,
natch).

LF & 2 dzQ NBlesd shotslofypeopléFwalking across snow and ice, getting a bit lost, then
walking across more snow and ice, then this is y@itizen KaneOtherwise.g St f = A0 A&y



Occasionally the pair encounters something ol it the lights going out in thegabin, or

one of their colleagues with a messed up face. But if you were to watch these scenes with a
KSFENI Y2yAd2N FGdF OKSRX @2dz2QR ySSR (2 {1SSL) C
on.

The apparently tense moments are just handled awfully, wifharticularly infuriating effect
overused every time the slightest hint of threat approaches.

Any time things look like they might be getting dodgy, the footage from their camera goes
corrupt, freezing and showing scattered pixels as if the footagedead ruined. Every
single time.

L 380G sKeé (GKSe MBI QR2 Ay DKASH LI %F e0OABNE PI2AR KI ¢
choreograph any action or show anything dodgy dzi A ¥ @2 dzQNB 3JI2Ay 3 {2
better have a plan to actually deliver at the end

¢ KIFGQa ¢JKwsaindAlehd® Successfid you never really saw what the monster
looked like until the end of the film. But at least you did end up seeing the bloody thing.
Blair Witchalso worked to a lesser degree because, while you never sawitble, its
ambiguous ending was still pretty iconic.

FrostR2Say Qi R2 GKAad® Ly FFOOGX GKS @SNE
AYOGSNBadGAy3I:Z AdQa Lz f S-But chdidg tat dagwerS hd dza & A
guestions and asks a bunchreew ones.
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Found footage films can still be effectigas my review oBanshee Chaptesuggests but

most of them these days are halfsed efforts whose shaky footage may partly disguise
gKIFEGQa 3A2Ay3 2y3 odzi R2Sa yidanbitiprdoh théSparRok thed dzA & S
filmmakers.

Frosthad the potential to be chilling, but instead it left me feeling cold. And if a film has the
LI26SN) G2 RNAGS YS (G2 adzOK o6FR Llzyas (GKSy &2d
more:A (i Q& VY 2Rrost@Lit isWNgaih KAhahahaha. Look, just go away.

Oneout of five

How to seeit

L dzy RSNREGI YRZI Flosish@ onb2f5R Ad/2 dzKBY | Nidd L1 Qa 3I20 |
feature, which in reality is just ten minutes of pricks standing inthegstho L ¥ & 2 dzZQNB | v
exceptionally cruel person and are trying to think of an inventive way to finish with your

LI NOYSNI F2NJ =1t SYydAySQa 51e&x GKSy &2dz Oy od
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Bits and pieces
wSupporting aair Helgi Bjornsson was also in a movie caRegkjavik Whale Watching
Massacre Think | chose the wrong film to watch.



wlt seems thaklmostevery time | watch a ‘found footage' film these days the process is the
same: I'm interested for the first ten imutes, then my eyes glaze over as it gets dull as fuck,
then nine times out of ten it never manages to redeem itself after thmmost (though not

all) situationghe fact the flmmakers have resorted to found footage to make their low
budget film meanshere's a lack of imagination there and therefae inability tothink ofa
satisfying payofat the end



Full Metal Jacket (198 7)

Director: Stanley Kubrick
Starringix A Y OSY & 5Qhy2FNA2Y wd [ SS 9ON¥Ses: alGiKSs

Gronight, youpukeg A f € a4t SSLJ 6AGK @2dzNJ NATFE Sad | 2dz gAf
this is the only pussy you people are going to get. Your days of-ngey 3 A y 3 -Jéghé Q a | NE
Rottencrotch through her pretty pink panties are over. You are married to this Pplase.

weapon of iron and wood. And you WILL be faitbful.

| always find the classics are the hardest to review. After all, what can you sayrablout
Metal Jacketi KI G Kl ayQd |t NS Ré 6SSy al ARK

As a film widely believed to be one of the greatest war re@wver made, by adding my
own critique totheneveS Y RAy 3 2y af I dZAKG 2F | R2N}XGA2Yy AGQ
was originally released, | might as well be spitting into a swimming pool.

Still, I recently had the pleasure of watching it agaime(of the joys of marrying a nefiim

buff is getting to reexperience classic movies for the first time through her) and so | decided
GKSNBQa y2 GAYS ftA1S GKS LINBaSyid G2 RR Y@ 2
the pasttwo and a half decadex S &LISOAlFff & O2yaARSNAyYy3a Y& 2
its reputation demands.

Initially, Full Metal Jackeseemingly follows the military career of Leonard Lawrence,
nicknamed Private Gomer Pyle by his gunnery sergeant (perfectly playedjerea
sergeant R. Lee Ermey, who was originally only brought in as an advisor and impressed
Kubrick so much he was asked to replace the actor already cast).

As an overweight, bumbling, slightly stupid chap, Leonard continually angers his sergeant,

who tries his best to turn him into an ideal soldier (using the tried and tested methods of
screaming and mental abuse) but to no avail. Time after time Leonard fails the tasks set for
KAYZ FYR OGAYS I FG4SNIGAYS KSQ&a flYolradSR F2NJ

Things get even worse whehd sergeant starts punishing the entire platoon every time
Leonard messes up, which leads to a shocking incident in which they decide enough is
enough and punish him in their own way.

This in turns leads to a horrendous scepene of the most powerfuladR RA & 0 dzZND Ay 3 L ¢
seencg KA OK FANXf & Of2alSa GKS aKdzZitSNaA 2y 020K
the film, if you catch my drift.

'Y F2NIdzy 6Stes o6& 3IA DA ysitwe nllenétreNRI metalf 2 RSR 3 d
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characters by far.



Without them the back half dfull Metal Jackedbecomes a standard Vietnam film that,
while undoubtedly entertaining, never makes you think beyond the typica is tell' and
'‘who are the real bad guys hémoral quandries.

With Leonard and thelSNBS 2dzi 2F GKS gl &3 GKS F20dza agAa
erstwhile friend at the training camp. Sent to Vietnam, Joker applies to be a journalist,

writing forthel NYé Qa {dFN&R 9 {GNRARLISE YI3ILITAYS YR (K
anyone.
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The problem is that J&KNR & & dzOK |y  dzy d2yyiSS NaSKa2i Agyl Fa yOKil N3 AQAIS
chance to develop in the first act because we were all too busy focusing on Leonard and the
sergeantci K G A0Q& RAFFAOdzZA G G2 OFNB (22 YdzOKo L
constantJoff 2l @y S AYLINBaaizyar KSQa I Oddatte yz2i

Full Metal Jackes an oddly paced film. Everything after that powerful first act feels like a
collection of short, unrelated scenes that try to get across the sense of what it was like in
Vietnam.

While the result is one that has to be commendegdspecially considering Kubrick never
went to Vietnam and the entire film was actually shot in Englaitd plot suffers as a result
of its bitty, structureless nature.

CKS 020S YI & ZeFdiyal Jaskdt dis is farRr@nytiteicasé. Rhp film is
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film (not when he has the likes @he Shining2001, A Clockwork Orang&dDr Strangelove
inhisNBLISNI 2ANBO AGQa adAatt SEOStfSyilo
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first acts in cinema, it does lose its way a little in the second half when its two most
interesting characters are promptly meoved.

A mustsee? Absolutely. A brilliant war film? Without a shadow of a doubt? A stoltke
classic? Only just.

Four and a halbut of five

How to seeit

As something of a classic, it should come as no surprisd-tiilBMetal Jackes readily
avaibhble. Brits can get it as a standalone DVD ow@&)both of which can be found very
cheap. Alternatively, for a fuller Kubrick experience, you can go for the surprisingly
affordable Stanley Kubrick: Visionary CollectionmBiuset, which offers severf bis films
for only £20.



Amercians, your options are startling similar. You too have the option of a standalone DVD
or Bluray, or the aforementioned Stanley Kubrick: Visionary Collectiomaglset, which

will set you back roughly $50 in Americanialdnd L 6 Q& @2 NI K y24Ay 3 GKI O

box sets can be considered complete, as both are distributed by Warner Bros and therefore
neither includes the ColumbiaroducedDr Strangelove

Bits and pieces

wAmazingly, most dfull Metal Jacketvas not @tually shot in Vietnam, but in the backlots
of Pinewood Studiosear London. This wdmecauseStanley Kubrickad adopted Britain as
his new home country in the '60s, shortly after filmiDg Strangelove

wThe title is a reference to a type of bulletilFmetal jacket bullets have a copper coating
around them so they won't expand or break up once they enter a person's boay.

Geneva Convention states that military personnel are only allowed to use full metal jacket
bullets... because shooting someoweéh any other type of bullet would just be cruel.



Gremlins 2: The New Batch (1990)

Director: Joe Dante
Starring:Zach Galligan, Phoebe Cates, John Glover, Christopher Lee

oBecause of the end of civilisation, the Clamp Cable Network now leaves iNe &iope
@2dzQ@S Sye22eSR 2dzNJ LINPIANI YYAY IS o6dzié Y2NB AYL

The success @remlingn 1984 meant thaa sequel would be inevitable, but director Joe
5IydS RARYQG gyl FyeaKAy3d lGdevelegmenslelifét A G |+
years until the promise of a much bigger budget and full creative freedom convinced Dante

to return and helm the sequel, which was finally released six years after the original.

Gremlins s a very different beast to its predecessdrK A £ S (1 K S & Qddiledies? i K K2 N
the first film focuses more on the horror whereas the sequel plants its best foot firmly in the
comedy camp. The first film was genuinelyldaéine Gremlins killed people and some

FALISOha 2F (KS aaQxMiLBGo fOSS NEI2NU ya KA f gRONISSYY iiia dzO K
father dying when she was a child after he dressed as Santa and broke his neck climbing

down the chimney, where he lay for five days.

¢CKAAa GAYS I NRdzy R ( KGrbidtigsnst¢aipackst® 06 nfihutesiwitly S & & =
silly jokes and parodies of other movies. Not that this is a bad thing, of course, it just feels
different to the original.

b2 GKIFI{d 282dz2QR (y2¢ AG oFaSR 2y (KS LI 24X YA
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the futuristic Clamp Enterprises office building. Once again, Gizmo ends up meeting Billy
(Galligan) and Katie (Cates), who are coincidentally both working at Clamp Entergmiges

2y0S F3ALAYy . Affe gl Nya GKS 20KSNR GKIFG DAT Y2
or eat after midnight. And once again it all goes inevitably wrong.

This timethough, once it all goes titsip and there are hundreds of Gremlins roaming

around, rather than go on a killing spree the film instead turns into a series of parodies and
tonguein-cheek referencesl'he Wizard Of QRambg The Phantom Of The Opera

Marathon Man King KongindBatmanare all given th&remlinsi NS+ 6 YSYy G | yR Al
entertaining enough, but it makes the Gremlins about as far from threatening as possible.

To add a bit of variety to proceedings this time, some of the Gremlins find their way to the
lab and start drinking the various potions and chemicals the sciemigsts been working

on. This leads to all manner of new Gremlire bat Gremlin, a vegetable Gremlin, an
electrical Gremlin, even what appears to be some sort of female prostitteen{h. Most
notable though isBrains, the Gremlin who develops the abjlito speak and have

intelligent conversations with humans.



Gremlins2A & | Fdzy Sy2dzaAK FAE{Y o6dzi AdG KlFayQd | 3SR
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leanings nean it could still pass as a ldswdget film today, the sequel is very much a

LINE RdzOG 2F GUKS Qonad 51 0SRY GKSys> odzi adAaftft

Threeout of five

How to seeit
Gremlins 2s only available on DVD in the UK. In the US you can get it on DVDBray.Blu

Bits and pieces

wJoe Dante also directed cult werewolf moViee HowlingAs great as it was, it spawned a
number of significantly shitter sequels. The first of theBeg Howling Il: Your Sister Is A
Werewolf starred Christopher Lee. When Lee was ca§iremlins 2the first thing he did
was walk up to Dante and apologise for it.

wWhat doGremlins zand Sam RaimiSpiderMan film have in common? They both led to
the creation of a new cinema ratinGremlins % balance of familyriendly comedy and
scarylooking creatures led to the MPAA in the US creating the brand ned8R&ting
system. Similarly, the presence ofeav swear words irSpidesMan convinced the BBFC in
the UK to drop the 12 rating (which didn't allow anyone under 12 to see thedihah)
replace it with 12A, which allowed themif accompanied by an adult.



Halloween Il (1981 )

Director: Rick Rosenthal
Starring:Jamie Lee Curtis, Donald Pleasance, Charles Cyphers, Dick Warlock

oHe was my patient for fifteen years. He became an sdiea with me until | realised there

was neither reason nor conscience or anything about him that was even remotely human. An
hour ago | stood up and fired six shots into him and he just got up and walked away. | am
talking about the real possibility thaie is still out theré.

Everyone (including me) always goes on about how incredible thefa&iweenwas, and

with good reason. It was a landmark in horror history and one of the first true pioneers of

GKS afllaKSNJ 3SyNBd LiiDaa fyRSESNER2 Ry al ST &K Sl d:
NBEO23ayAlAz2y odzi AdQa | akKlYS 0SOdelimnSasiasKk At S A
LINBRSOS&aa2N) AdQa adagatt F adNRy3 atl aKSNI | yR
only ever intended to be a twéilm story.

Carpenter only wrotéHalloween llthis time passing the directing duties to newcomer Rick
W2aSYUiKFfd ¢KS FTAEfYQa FTANBRG FTADS YAydziSa | NB
reminding us of the final confrontation between LauBgode (Jamie Lee Curtis) and

Michael Myers, and the eventual saving of the day courtesy of Dr Sam Loomis (Donald
tfSFalyOS0O®d ! FGSNI 0KS 2NRAIAYLFE FAEfYQa SyRAYS
some dodgy editing means this time he actualigats him seven times) arithe Shapé

legging it, the rest of the film then takes place from that immediate point on and shows

what happens over the rest of the night.

As Laurie is taken to the nearby hospital to be treated for her injuries from hep gt

Myers, Dr Loomis and the Haddonfield rozzers continue their search for him. While in theory
0KA& &aK?2dzt Rgafdeiall,ahy justzhave ti lbdkIer the guy with six or seven
gunshotwoundg A 0 (G dzNy & 2dzi 0 KSe QNRVyerdisadtdalyatthe K SA NJ G
hospital, trying to find Laurie and kill her.

Halloween IHoes lack a little of the atmosphere of the first filmhile it still has a modest

0dzZR3IASG A G QA &A 3Ty A THalOweyn(B2.2milllok vBrEuS SRROOBBNhd/as (i K | i 2
adzOK AG f1014a a2YS 27F Al salddnddsRisspesttacdaet NDa I N
production values and norm#boking actors gave it an impressive authenticity at times,

Halloween Ifeels more like a standard slasher movie with a moreaative supporting cast

(including the inevitable goebtboking actress who gets her baps out for slightly longer than

necessary).

CKAAa A& Ffaz2 KAIKEAIKGSR Ay (KSthehdpthand O NR 2
the first film. Simple stalings and strangulations take a back seat to exploding cars, needles

in the eye and an infamous scalding in a hospital therapy bath. Entertaining, but lacking in
subtlety.



Had John Carpenter ultimately had his wish, and Hatloween llbeen the concludip

chapter of the series, it would have been a decent ending. The Michael Myers backstory is

SELI yRSR | tAGGES 6A0GQa NBGSIFEtSR [dzZNAS A& K
it does in later films, and the ending is satisfactory enougbyiding an adequate end to

the story for Laurie, Myers and Loomis (though these days, with the knowledge that six films
followed it, it seems a little silly).

While it lacks the importance and atmosphere of the first filhajloween lls still a

competert slasher and a reminder th&talloweendid have a couple of decent sequels until

GKS F2dz2NIK YR FAFTUK FAfYa GdzNYySR AG FfEf G2
Halloweerfilms, they work together as a brilliant doublbal.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Halloween lls available as a standard DWiihe UK which you can get for around a fiver. If
youwanttogetallhighfR STAY SR @2dzQf f ySSR (2 ivwvry2 NI TN
the 30th Anniversary Edition is regidree. Halloveen devotees in the US will want to buy

the Halloween: The Complete Collection-Bdy boxset, which is a 18isc beast.

Bits and pieces

wOther sequels that take part immediately after the events of their predecessors include
Back To The Future 2 &Rocky |IREC knd- as those of you reading this ebook in order
will already know Friday The 13th Part. 3

wThe mask itHalloweenll is actually the same one used in the first film, but you wouldn't
know it to look at it. That's because it took a bita kickingpver the yearsDuring shooting

of the first film, Michael Myers actor Nick Castle kept the mask folded up in his back pocket.
Then, when shooting finished, producer Debra Hill took the mask home and kept it under
her bed, where it yelloweduk to her smoking habit. Then, when new Myers actor Dick
Warlock put it on, it appeared wider because his head was a different size.



Halloween 4: The Return Of Michael Myers (1988 )

Director: Dwight H Little
Starring:Donald Pleasence, Danielle Lloydli&Cornell, George P Wilbur

@ SONB y20 Glrft1Ay3 Fo2dzi Fye 2NRAYIFINE LINRAR&2Z2Y!
legsé

WhileHalloween lll: Season Of The Wilch 8y Qi | o6F R Y2@AS o0& lye@& Y
by the films to follow it was one dhe better entries in the series), many moviegoers were

SYN} 3SR 6KSyYy (KSe& F2dzyR (KIFG GKS FTAEY (KSe&QR
stalker Michael Myers and was instead a completely different tale about a nutjob plotting to

kill children wih cursed Halloween masks powered by Stonehenge. A brilliant (if fucking
AYalyS0 ARSIFSYS ada2NB>X o6dzi &2dz Oy Hafldw&eNR Gl YR L
film and not getting to see Michael Myers.

As explained in thelalloween liteview(see the irst That Was A Bit Mental ebogkhis

gla YILAyfte R2g6y (2 W2KyHallowdedibviesiacolleriondfA & K 2
unrelated stories all based on Halloween. The first two films would be the Michael Myers

story, the third would be the one abouhé cursed masks, the fourth would be something
completely different again. When the fans turned on this idea and the studio told Carpenter
GKS® 4l yadSR I adFyRINR afl AaKSNJ gAGK aAiOKI St
ditched the series altogether.

Determined to to make some serious greenbacks with a Myers return, producer Moustapha

Akkad decided to start work dralloween 4being sure to includ&he Return Of Michael

Myerst & LI NI 2F Ad&a GAGES (2 Syad2NBywde2lLX S gK?2
ASGGAY3 KAY GKA& GAYS® Ly | NHzaAK (2 oSO (KS
written in 11 days. The result is a movie that, while not great, did a decent job of bringing

back'the Shap'.

Set ten years after the fateful nigbf Halloweenand Halloween |IMichael Myers remains

Ay F O02Yl Fa KS Aa UNIYaFSNNBR (2 (GKS wAR3ISY
quite as expected and he wakes up in the amboésem route, booting the shite out of

everyone and causingné ambulance to fall off a bridge, crashing into a stream. Myers

escapes and begins to make his way back to Haddonfield, to complete his task of killing the

rest of his family.

2 KFiQa GKIFIG &2dz alégK ¢KS NBald 2hedshalasadF | YAT &K
YASOS 46K2Qa ySOSNI 6SSy YyeardidianyedRyd (DarfeleNS @ | 2 d
Harris) has been living with a foster family ever since her mum Laurie died nearly a year
LINA2NJ o O1 @ ¢KIFGdQa NAIKOG I rselflbyithisPoirt & clearyzNIi A & &
RARY QG ¢yl G2 Hafloiveersefde® toh& Rharackelivias U K S
unceremoniously bumped off between films. Anyway, stalking an gigatold is much

scarier than stalking a teenager and so Jamie Lloyd is thettdmg time.



For reasons never explained, Jamie is having nightmares about Myers, and has some sort of
LJAeOKAO 02yR 6gA0K KAY &2 aKS (y2¢6a sKSYy KSQa
YIEGdzNF f & 2dzald GKAY {1l a &aksS s&losertodHrddonfieldgnd 1 £ 6 I K
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When the Mickster finally makes it to town things essentially turn into a less powerful, less
effective redo of the first film with Myershasing Jamie and her stgpster around and

killing their friends in the process. None of these Kkills are particularly inventive or scary, and
GKSNBE FNByQid Ylye 2dzvyL) aOF NBa (2 aLlsSri] 2Fz VY
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going with the latter.

Halloween /A & KI NXYf Saa Sy2dzakK a2 L g2dzZ RyQa jdzAadS
way its subsequent sequels deserve. What saves it is its ending, bedtersglichael
MyersiskiledAy 2yS 2F GKS tSIFad O2y@AyOAy3d gl &a L.
very clever twist that threatens to send the series in a completely different, fresh direction

Ay GKS AYyS@AlGloft S T Ahappen arfHallowedn Softled i, YnstéaE £ & (1 K A
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Halloween 4s a slightly wors¢han-average slasher with a significantly bettean-average

ending.

Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
Halloween 4s available on DVand Bluray in both the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wYoung actress Danielle Harris, who plays I#deenyearold Jamie Lloyd iRlalloween 4
and5, ended up starring in anothé#alloweemearly 20 years laterAppearing in Rob
Zombie's 200Temake ofHalloween she play#\nnie Bracketand finally gets to be killed by
Michael Myershaving survived twice in the '80s.

wJohn Carpenter was originally involvedHalloween 4and had written a tratment that
focused more on the town of Haddonfield and how the events of the first two movies had
had a psychological impact on its residents. The producers instead said they wanted a
standard slasher movie solividCarpenter bailed.



Halloween 5: The Revenge Of Michael Myers (19 89)

Director: Dominique OtheninGirard
Starring:Donald Pleasnce, Danielle Harris, Ellie Cornell, Wendy Foxworth, Don Shanks
d prayed that he would burn in Hell, but in my heart | knew that Hell would not havé him.

WhileHalloween 4 | Ay QG GKS 3INBFGSad atl aKSNI SOGSNI YI R
ending that suggested the inevitable fifth film would take the series in a twisted new

direction. This makedalloween 5ll the more frustrating then, because not only ia pile

of pish but its predecessor had practically spelled out how it could have done it better.

(spoiler alert forHalloween 4n the next paragraph, folks)

Halloween Zended with young Jamie Lloyd (Danielle Harris) going a tad mental and stabbing

her foster mother while dressed up in a clown outfit, much like young Michael Myers did at

the start of the originaHalloween Many took this to mean that Jamie was going to follow

AY KSNJ dzy Ot SQa F220a0SLJa IHgllewedd Zigciddsyhdrfer KA & 1 A
F2A4GSN) YdzY &adzZNDAGSR YR WFEYAS g1Fa aSyida dz2 |
recovered. Bottlers.

(spoilers end now, innit)

When we join Jamie at the start blalloween® a4 KSQa 0SSy Ay | LJA&OKAL
past yearThe trauma of the events in the previous film have led to her losing her voice, but

her foster sister and her friend Tina (the annoying Wendy Foxworth) visit her regularly to
ONAY3I KSNJ IAFGA FyR (KS f A Seeafold@iRd@Bily t a2 321
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As expected following his rather unconvincldgath at the end of the fourth film Michael

Myers is alive and welljsibody having floated down a river for a while until a loner found

him and took care of him in his cabin for a year. When the next Halloween comes around
0K2dzZaKZ a@SNhBR 61 1Sa& dzZlJ FyR ol GGSNR KA& NXBaoOd
Haddonfield ore again to finally teach that bloody niece of his a lesson once and for all.

2SS alg I ONARST FEAYLAS 2F WHYASQa LIEABOKAO 02
started having visions of him as he was making his way back to Haddonfield, buh#his t
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goes into a fit, convulsing anscreamingé a A f Sy G f 8o dzyGAf aKSQa OF f Y
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his way back so he concocts a plan to use Jamie as bait to finally catch and kill him once and

for all. Good luck with that one, mate.



Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and without the knowledge that there was an even more

NA RAOdzf 2dza FAEY 2y (KS Halodeey58Ed NRRSKA GB GKRK
clearly the low point of the series. A good slasher film generally has bloods naentive

deaths) and boobs (for the horny teens in the audience), ldalibween 5more or less

draws a blank in all three categories. Almost every death is bloodless and generic, and the

one kill with even an ounce of originality (involving a pitchfdritd already been done

before in aFriday The 13tF Af Y | O2dzLJX S 2F &SI NBE LINA2NXY» Ly
Halloween5i K & KI Ry QU I f NSFR& 0SSy R2yS 606S0G0SND

By far the worst addition télalloween Showever is the bumbling cops who appear iatés

FYR FOG GeLAOlrftfte oNIXAyftSaad ¢KIFIGQa y2a |y S
dumb cops, to the extent that dopey music plays when they appear completéhitik

noises and slide whistles. | wish | was joking.

Also bemusing are the psence of a mysterious man in black who appears from time to

GAYS oO0FYR Aa Ay@2f @SR Ay GKS K2NNAO6tS SyRAYS
GNR &GP ¢KSe NByQil SELXFAYSR dzyiiiat GKS AAEGK
DVD that thescreenwriter actually had no idea what they meant and they were going to try

to make something up by the time the sixth film came around. Nice.

At a time when theNightmare On EIm Streseries was pushing the level of fantasy in its
films and theFridayThe 13thmovies were coming up with ever grittier kills, tHalloween
series was carefully trying to walk both lines (it wanted to be agalentern of all trades, if
you will). WithHalloween 5t fell flat on its arse, resulting in a film with fantasl elements
that lacked thefantastic¢, and traditional Kills that were less exciting than tradition dictated.
Believe it or not, it was set to get even worse when the sixth film came arounanoet
againii K I (i @é&nex® Rvielv...

Twoout of five

How to seeit
Halloween Ss available on DVD and Blay in both the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wlf you want further proof that the filmmakers had no clue what they were doing with the
'man in black' charactethey actually had Don Shanks (Michasjdyk) play him, just in case
they decided he was going to be Myers' dad.

wALt one point in the film Michael Myers kills a dog. This is the fourth dog he kills in the
series, meaningsince it's also the fourth film to feature Myerat this point he wa®ffing
pups on a ongper-movie average.



Halloween: The Curse Of Michael Myers (1995)

Director: Joe Chappelle
Starring:Donald Pleasence, Paul Rudd, Marianne Hagan
oEnough of this Michael Myers bullshit!

It says a lot about a film when the storiesitsfbehindthe-scenes turmoil and tantrums are
more interesting than the story that ended up on the screen.

This was the curious condition inflicted bfalloween: The Curse Of Michael My¢hg sixth
film in theHalloweenseries. Plagued by-fightingand studio politics before a single frame
was even shot, the conflict continued to escalate throughout production.

LiQa &alAR O(0KIFIG GKS 2NARAIAYIE aONRLIG F2N) GKS 7T
the night after reading it, and Halloweengelar Donald Pleasence (who had starred as Dr
Sam Loomis in four of the previous five films) loved it too.

However, despite this, director Joe Chappelle had other ideas and apparently completely
rewrote the final act of the film, making it confusing ametll, a bit shit. Countless

arguments between Chappelle, the producers and the studio led to reshoots and extensive
editing.

2 Kl 0Qa Y2NBZ gKSYy (KS fS3aASYRIFENER 52yFfR tfSI a
most of his scenes from the film, sain t KS& GgSNBE Go2NAy 3¢ yegleo

The result was a film that the cast and crew disowned and nobody was really satisfied with,

G2 GKS SEGSYy(d GKIFIG | o022GftS8S3 @GSNBAZY 2F G(GKS
accidentally on purpose a couple of months &ffie NSt S S . dzi LQff F2O0dz
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The Curse Of Michael Myargens with Jamie Lloyd, the child heroineHzflloween 4and5,

now aged 15 and pregnant. Kidnapped by an odd cult of2ideh = a4 KSQa LJ | OS
LINR&A2Y Ay {YAOGKQ& DNBOYS {IyAll NRdzY 60GKS I
FT2NOSR (2 3IAQPS OANIK (G2 KSNIoOloés gKAOK A
really in fitting with theHalloweentone.

R A
aet
a u

CAYRAY3I KSNJoloeé YR SaoOlLAy3dIs AdQa y2i0 f2y13
Michael, but not before she gets to leave her baby with Dr Loomis and Tommy Doyle, who

was the little boy across the street being looked after by Jamie Lee Quittis original

Halloween

Since Michael is obsessed with killing everyone in his bloodline, and since Jamie was his
niece, this makes the baby the last person Michael needs to kill to satisfy his bloodlust,
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budget slasher film made to scare the piss out albysitters?

Anyway, no longer a little boy but now a young man, Tommy has spent his life traumatised

by his first encounter with Michael Myers and has spent years preparing for his return. Oh,

YR KSQa LXIFI&@8SR o6& tldzZ wdzRR®

Shot and released shortly be®€Clueless (KA a 6+ a wdzZRRQ FANBG S@S
before the likes ofriendsandAnchormany I RS KAY | &l NJ:D LGQa Of SI |
LISNF2NXYIFyOS GKIFIG KSQa F GlFfSyGdSR OKIF LI odzi K
gl ay Qi atlolstarfing in & laidi film.
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Trying to rescue Kara Strode (the hddicent Marianne Hagan) from a cell, Tommy is

battering at the door handle with a fire extingushwhen Michael Myers appears at the

end of the corridor and starts walking towards him.

Rather than losing his shit and bashing the door with increased panic, Rudd instead stops to

look at Myers and does a weird laugh thiri Q& RA F F A Odethé poiatdf th&E LI | Ay ¢
NBIFffe Aax FyR Al AayQi GKS 2yfteée GAYS wdzRR &
NBII OGA2ya (G2 6KIGQA &adzlll2aSR G2 60S | NBFffe
one of those liveaction roleplaying games, where ewone else is taking it seriously and

KSQa adGlryRAY3I GKSNB OKdzO1fAy3a G2 KAYaStTo

This would be all well and good were this a normal goofy slasher film but whetlyeat5
2f RQa It NSBFRe& 0SSy T2NOSR (2 3IAQOSRASAIJ®OLG2 |
really fit.
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the-scenes bickering the plot is all over the place. The ending makes no sense whatsoever

FYR &2 Ylye ljdzSatAiz2ya I NFOGt @FG (Gdbl YVaz SMKER & 2%
of the baby? What happens to Dr Loomis and Michael at the end?

All these questions were actually answered in the original cut of thecftime infamous
t N2 R dzO & bluldépped flain the theatrical version released vawide, leaving a

O2y FdzaAy3d YdzRRES 2F | L) 20 0 SHKaloueed:lgoKS Yead S
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Myers is his body language, his cold, methodical movement like a predator.



Not so here: instead y@u @S 320G |
OFaitQa addzFFSR ¢
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Curse Of Michael Myeesists. EitherNld O] R2 gy | 0220t S3 GSNRAA?2

review of that version is forthcoming), or just skip this film altogether and move onto
Halloween: H20

One and a halbut of five
How to seeit

In the UK you can only anlialloween: The Curse Of Mighdyerson a barebones DVD
FNRBY aAN}YFIE O0AGQa LINBlGe OKSIFLIE (K2dzZaKoy
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includesHalloween H20but the best of the bunch (fou have the cash) is the Halloween
Complete Collection Bltay box set. This contains every Halloween film ever made plus the
rare (and significantly bettehlalloween @roducer's Cut. It's U&ly for now, though.

Bits and pieces

wOne of the film's fes saving graces is a nod to the origikalloweenn which Myers pins

a victim to the wall with his knife and turns his head, looking at them with curiosity. Even
then, recreated all those years later, it lacks the intensity of the original scene.

wSine this review was written the Producer's Cut has finally been made available to the
public. It can only be bought in the Complete Collection box set mentioned above, but is
well worth a watch because it's a far better film with far more Donald Pleasent@many

of his scenes were cut by the studio).
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Halloween H20 (199 8)

Director: Steve Miner

Starring:Jamie Lee Curtis, Josh Hartnett, Michelle Williams, Adam Arkin, LL Cool J, Janet
Leigh, Chris Durand

JOHN"'L G 2dza i 2 OOdzNNEB R veiicgleb¥ated Halbhweersbefdt&k | 0 L Q@S v
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Halloween, and | just thought it in bad taste to celebrate.

After the train wreck that waslalloweer: The Curse Of Michael Myér) Y & dzNLINR & SR
5AYSyaArzy CAfyvya yR aAN}YIE KIR GKS 3IFff (2
Still, bring him back they did, in a film made to mark the 20th anniversary of the original
Halloween And you know something? Thagtually did a decent job this time.

Perhaps realising the previous film had become a confusing mess with a plot consisting of
evil cults, a convoluted bloodline, adopted children and Paul Rddtipween H2@craps it

all and instead provides an altermat timeline in which the events ¢falloween 4

Halloween sandHalloween: The Curse Of Michael Myegser happened.

No, as far as this film is concerned the timeline gdaloween Halloween |IHalloween
H2Q bringing things back to basics and singuiyviding what made the original film so well
loved two decades before: a scary man chasing some teenagers.

After kicking off with an unnecessary but hdécent prologue in which a earold Joseph
GordonlLevitt gets an ice hockey skate embedded in®face H20turns its main focus to
Hillcrest Academy, a private school.

CtKS a0OK22fQa aitdzRSyda INB I|ff
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school building.
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(Jamie Lee Curtis) living under a new identitgiafhe events oHalloweenandHalloween Il

twenty years earlier.

| SNBEQa (K
gKAES S@S
innit.

G {KSQa GKS KSFRYA&ON
Sa 2FF 2y GKSANI (NRX LD

zZ W
No Qx
< w
m O

N
)
~h m(

N



CKFGQa NBFffte Ffif GKSNB Aa (G2 AGd ¢KSNBQa y2
more weird shit likeHalloween @& 06 | 0 & Halladgged B Yy RdzG S G St SLI G KA O
Michael Myers and a group of people in an enclosed space runningeiike pricks.

As a result, with all the shite scraped offHt20ends up being one of the better films in a
ASNASaAE GKFGQa KFER Y2NB (GKFIy Ada FFAN aKlkNB 2

The main four teens are likeable enough and never really threaten to be argy@nd at
least two of them (Hartnett and Williams: conveniently, the two who ended up making it
big) succeed in accomplishing thattaib-rare slasher film feat of making the viewer
actually care about their webleing.

Meanwhile, the real starisundad G SRf & WIF YAS [ SS / dzZNIiA&dd t I &A
longer the fresHaced teenager she was in the first films but now a struggling alcoholic in

KSNJ f+GS onaz akKSQa O2YLIStfAy3d G2 61 GO0OK | a &
becoming a yong man and is becoming frustrated by her epeotectiveness.

LGQa dzadatte GKS OFrasS GKI G A T-budgeth@mdrXKi® adl NJ 3
they tend to want to forget it ever happened. Horror is still (wrongly) considered a genre

with very little artistic merit in Hollywood, and as such most big actors with horror film pasts

would rather they remained dirty little secrets.

Kudos then to Curtis, who has stated countless times in the past that she owes her career to
Halloweemand was mee than happy to return itd20to repay the series. Despite becoming

a wellrespected actress with two Golden Globes and a BAFTA to her name in the years
followingHalloweert A 1 Qa NBFNBakKAy3d (2 aS8SS aKS RARyQi
little slasher series that offered her the first rung on the career ladder.

(On a side note, Curtis is also notable for appearing and giving interviews in many of the
behindthe-scenes and retrospective documentaries filmed for varidaioweenDVDs,
somethingMr Depp and Mr Bacon have never done £oNightmare On EIm Streahd

Friday The 13thespectively)

2 KAES AGQa Sy dSNII AY A yHROISSisRada=ldbratioradialioweeni | Y R NR
as a whole and as such there are plenty of littlgoikesand references in there for fans.

la Sttt a GKS ySg 2NOKSaildNIt OSNBRAZ2Y 2F GKS
y2G (022 1SSy 2yY AdQa (22 3INXryRA2aS 6KSYy GKS
there are also little nods like Laarturning off the radio when Mr Sandman plays (the song

was used iHalloween®d 'y R (GKS NBdzaS 2F (KS fAyS aAradQa
SYdAdGt SR G2 2yS 3I322R a0l NBo¢

The references even go beyond tHalloweenseries at times, most notably with ¢h

LINBaSyOS 2F WIHyYySd [SAIK a [ldzZNARSQa HSONBGI N
mother of Jamie Lee Curtis, and is best known for her role in the Hitchcock ElagsimwAs

a result, the scene in which Leigh leaves the school in didammar while equally familiar

music plays is a treat for horror fans.



Halloween H2@vas never going to be a deep, dark film that encouraged viewers to look

deep within themselves and answer dark personal questions, but given how seriously
previousent 4 KI R adFNISR (2 Gl 1S GKSyaSt@gSa AdGQa
the series needed.

For the perfect triplebill watchHalloween Halloween Iand Halloween H2®ackto-back
to-back. Then you could conclude by watching the first ten minutésatioween:
Resurrectionbut more on that in the next review.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Halloween H2@s only available on DVD in the UK. In the US it's available on DVD and Blu
ray, either standalone or in the Complete Collectiondekas mentioned in the previous
review.

Bits and pieces

wWhen is a character dead and alive at the same time? When &gxerturned-actor LL

Cool JHe playstie security guard at the schoeho is shot in the head at night by someone
thinking he wadVlyers Does he die? That depends on whether you watch the theatrical
version or the editedor-TV one. In both versions, Laurie later discovers him and notices
blood on the back of his head, meaning he looks pretty dead. Later, at the end of the
theatricalversion, he's seen being stretchered into an ambulance with a bandage over his
head, talking to his wife on the phone. At the end of the TV version though, this scene is
never shown, meaning he's presumed to be dead.

wThe scene | hint at in the reviewane in which Janet Leigh leaves the school in the same
car her character Mario Crane droveRsychosame licence plate and all. As she leaves part
of the theme fromPsychas heard.



Halloween: Resurrection (200 2)

Director: Rick Rosenthal

Starring:Jamie Lee Curtis, Brad Loree, Busta Rhymes, Bianca Kajlich, Sean Patrick Thomas,
Daisy McCrackin

dTrick or treat, muthafucka.

Miramax achieved the impossible by taking the flatlintfajloweenseries and resurrecting
it with the backto-basicdHalloweenH20,

With Michael Myers relevant and scary again, it was therefore inevitable that another
Halloweenwould come, even though it seemed Myers was well and truly dead after the last

fiml 26 RAR GKS& YIylF3aS G2 o6NRY 3eliyduSechilisd S LIdzNE
LQY yAO0OS tA1S GKIFGoD

You have been warnethalloween H2@poilers in the next couple of paragraphs.

At the end ofH2Q Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee Curtis) seemingly ends her tweatyfeud
with Mr Myers by lopping his head off with an axXeridiculous piece of retcon foolery,
however, changes this tale.

,2dz 4SS Al GdzNya 2dzi Al ¢l ayQid aAOKEFESE GKI @
had swapped places with previously, giving him his mask and handily crushing his throat so
hecould/ QG aLISIF]1 YR &l & daLQY y2i KAYXZ 060& GKS 4|

Spoilers endyou lucky dog you

Resurrectiompens, then, with a tesminute prologue in which both Laurie and Michael are
GSNE YdzOK |t ABSd [ dzNARSQa 6SSy LI IFOMR Ay
|.

oy
FYR GKAA GAYS KS AayQd tSGidAy3a KSNI IS | &

pa

[7] ¢
2 A0K2dzih NBGSIFtfAy3a (22 YdzOKZ A0Qa alF¥S G2 al e
line under the Laurie/Michael story arc and ensures Jamie Lee Curtis never feels pressured

to return for any moreappearances in the series that made her famous.

HadResurrectionust been a short 1:@ninute film that ended there it would have been a
fitting conclusion to the entire series. Alas, with another 80 minutes still to fill, a brand new
story begins: onefe (i dzZNA y 3 a & S NA Qani Budr Bhimes Bris@hie Yeason.

Mr Rhymes plays Freddie Harris, the man in charge of Dangertainment, a new website that
offers customers live streaming videos of normal people investigating dodgy locations. As
luck woud have it, first up is the derelict house in Haddonfield belong to a certain Michael
Myers.



The plan is that a group of six college students will enter the spooky house and spend the
night trying to find out more about Michael Myers, all while a captidaaedience watches
0KSY 2y GhosfwatdhwithautQhie actual ghost, essentially.

Of course, Busta has plans of his own to fuck with his six explorers. Since the Myers house
KFra 0SSy |oFyR2ySR T2NJ RSOIFRSAa KeeQakeep) | y i SR
things interesting, and at some point he plans to dress up as Myers and scare his unwitting
victims.

,2dz R2y Qi ySSR I aSa 2% GFNRG OFNRA 2 1y2¢6
tired from settling his unfinished business with Lawgfinally heads home, no doubt ready

to have a weldeserved, relaxing bath. Instead he finds a bunch of pricks running around

inside. Stabby stabby!

l f K2dAK @2dzQR GKAY]1l F NBIFIfAGE ¢+ F2NNIG 62d
ideas,Resurectionnever actually makes use of them. The only thing that separates this
from a standard slasher movie is that sometimes the picture quality is shit.

Even the odd occasion where we get to watch a-4astson POV view from one of the

K2 dza S Y I {rfalkameraiSshidething that has the potential to off@lair Witchstyle

scareg; falls flat. Director Rick Rosenthal (previously responsible for direelatigween )

somehow manages to completely suck any tension out of these scenes to the extent that

GKSY a@SNB | LIJSFNE @2d2QNBE ySOSNI NBlIffe 2y (K

All this pales in comparison to the presence of Busta fucking Rhymes though. Any hope that
Resurrectionvould be a genuinely scary film are completely dashed thithbloody joker

Ay@2ft SR 52y Qi 3ASG YS 4NRBYy3IZ LQY | o6A3 FlLy
such) but his role here as the comic relief is just off, as the quote at the top of the review
indicates.

It all culminates in a ridiculous cliigc battle in which Busta Rhymes fights Michael with

some ovesthe-top comedy cheda 2 01 & {(dzy 3 Fdzx O2YLX SGS SAGK . N
screams. And of all the ways to kill a slasher villain, thrusting a live electrical wire into their

balls is pretty fadown there.

After its genuinely brilliant first ten minutes, the restidélloween: Resurrectias mindless.

LGQ&a LISNFSOGte oI OKIFofS odzi é€2dz gAtft y204 3IA
it, and may actually end up feeling sympathy tioe killer as he tries to get these irritating

twats out of his house.

Indeed, the best thing about it is that after it was released to unanimously bad reviews (far
worse than this one, given the a#dibrror stance some more serious reviewers have),
Miramax decided to give Michael Myers a rest, opening the door for Rob Zoonta@mvent

the series with an impressivemake.

Twoout of five



How to seeit

Halloween Resurrectias only available on DVD in the UK. In the US it's available on DVD
and Bluray, either standalone or in the Complete Collection-sekas mentioned in the
previous review.

Bits and pieces

wResurrectiomarked the first time twdHalloweenfilms shared the same director. Rick
Rosenthal had previously directéthlloween 2a mere21 years earlier. A lot must have
changed over the years, since that was fantastic whereas this... well, you've just read the
review, haven't you.

wBYy the time the credits roll oResurrectionMichael Myers' total body count for the entire
series is aound 80: that's 76 humans and four dogs.



Hellgate (1989)

Director: William Levey
Starring:Ron Palillo, Abigail Wolcott, Carel Trichardt, Petrea Curran
GTake this, you zombie bitch!

| S &2dz SOSNJ adzZFFSNER FTNRY &KL LRVIEDEHAY
Plot Missing Syndrome.

. 2dz 1y296 K2 AU 62Nl ad {2YSGAYSa @2dzOQNB ¢ (C
off without realising it and wake up 30 minutes later, none the wiser.

Slowly you start to realise that the fim/iQid Yl {Ay 3 &aSyasS lyé& Y2NBo
Fo2dzi GKAy3Ia GKIG KFEI@SYyQl KILIWSYSR® S
20KSNJ F2NJ a2YS NBlFaz2y® hyS 3Idz2Qa YA

It eventually dawns on you that you must have fallen asleep. You rdveicki to the last
scene you remember and, more often than not, are stunned that you managed to miss
around half an hour without noticing.

When | first watchedHellgate | thought PMS had struck again. So | watched the film a
second time fromstarttofidi K YR NBIFf AaSR>X (G2 Y& 0SgAf RSNY

Now, the nature ofThat Was A Bit Mentaheans that many of the films | watch are likely to
FSEFGdzZNE o0A0a GKI (O IRgaes@ithouSseying thabriodt of B0 S a Sy aSd
horror films lindulgein tend to have moments that are so charmingly bizarre all you can do

Ad OKdzO1fS FyR YdzidSNI agKIG GKS FdzO01¢ G2 @&2d

ButHellgateis so batshit insane and its plot makes so little sense that even explaining the
FAEf YQa LI 20 siribg@2confusing ivordg &nd deas.
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Okay, so the film opens with a woman telling her friends an urban myth about the Hellgate
hitchhiker. Apparently a biker gang kidnapped a teenage girl and took her to the nearby
town of Hellgate where her father tried to rescue her and a big battle broke out.

¢tKS IANI RASRYX KSNJ RFRQ&a FFOS ¢4l a LISNXYIyYySy(f
injured, escaped and vowed never to befriend any strangers again. Whatever that has to do
with anything.

Fastforward an indeterminable number of years and Hellgate is a ghost town, albeit one
GKSNBE (GKS IANIQa RIR Aa adAaftft dciysehwhdnd { 2YS R
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goldfish to life, then aurtle for some reason.

Somehow, even though everything he brings back is evil, the dad decidegdieg to use
the crystal to resurrect his daughter. The deal is that his undead daughter will seduce men
and bring them back to Hellgate, where her dad will kill them for reasons never explained.

Said daughter does indeed come to life, and she does indeed seduce a chap and bring him
back to Hellgate. However, he escapes and finds his mates in a nearby éthmg, them
about the shit that just went down. They decide to go to Hellgate to sort them out.

hKz SEOSLIizZ 6KSy (KSé 384G G2 1Stf@hisS AdQa ¥
RFYOSNE YR I SANR 9y 3fAaK Jkiagknaviudtledvezi & KA a
me alone.
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movie that only throws you even further off the plot.
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anyone act before. The disgruntled garage worker who | think is supposed to be the Hellgate
hitchhiker but never really reveals it and slowly disappears from the rest of the film.
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shot in South Africa and almost all the cashsists of South Africans trying to do American
FOOSyidad hy GKS 20KSNJ KFIYyRX L R2y Qi OFNB gKI
me:
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the end ofthis review. You may be surprised to see the final score, then.
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Hellgatewas, Istill had fun watching it.
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never seen before.

Threeout of five

How to seeit

There are a few different ways to get holdHdéligated ¢ KS | YQ&a KIFIR | 55 @
O2dzLJt S 2F &SIFNAR 323 GK2dzZa3K GKS ljdzZtAde Aayc
a doublebill DVD along with the excellefite Pit



By far thebest version, however, is the UK Bay/DVD combo recently released by Arrow

+ARS2 O00GKS @OSNERAZ2Y (GKAA NBOASSG Aa oFaSR 2yo0d
fantastic and it contains some brilliant extra features, including al@if chat with the

director (who it seems may be a tad ovanfident).

Bits and pieces

wHellgatewas recently the opening film at the second That Was A Bit Mental shit film
double-bill screening. Word of advice: if you're somehow able to show this film taya la
group of people, definitely do it. The atmosphere is brilliant, as everyone in the room slowly
starts to lose track of what in the realm of fuck is going on.

wWhen | watchHellgate 1 like to play a little game callédn Out. The rules are simple:
watch the film until you've got absolutely no idea what's happening anymore, then declare
GLUYY 2 dzistof thezoori. Kiat's Wit it, really.



Heretic (2012)

Director: Peter Handford

Starring:Andrew Squires, Michael J Tait, Jen Nelson, JamésiZa
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And so did she. And what did you do? Three Hail Marys anddzGdF , 2 dzZNBE St F ¢
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G2 KIdQa KL fiddlingthe de@2Usn, smySadieil Mary andm, hang on. what?
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Father James Pallister has problems with confession too, bubnthe same reasons |
would. His problems beginwhend@ar2 f R / ft F ANB O2y¥SaasSa GKIG a
refuses to condone an abortion.

Visiting her house later that day, James finds Claire lying in the bath with her wrists slit.
After she dies, Jaes leaves the village and vows never to return.

'YEATS Y2ald LINASaGfte @g2ga GK2dAKI WFYSa KIF a
commits suicide (hmmm, wonder why he did that) and he agrees to come to the funeral.

b2g Iy It O02K2 twardth be\wlowidany oRis$rigdndLinithe village. Fellow
priest Will keeps trying to get him to talk about the incident, a girl called Suzie keeps trying
to chat him up and another, Melissa, is also pregnant and looking for both an abortion and
WI Y $EsRidg. Leave the bloody guy alone, eh?

Walking home drunk one night, James sees the bloodied Claire standing at the entrance to
her house. Following her inside, James finds himself locked in the house and unable to
leave. Cue all sorts of spooky shstthe ghost of Claire and a mysterious man in black start
putting the willies up him (not like that).

L GSyR (2 6lFGOK I FAfY O2YLX SGSte& WwWO2ftRQ AT
LINE RAdzZOGA2Y ® LQff (KSy NSBH R &zLd RSYY Aldbudgst NINSENBII A T
| can tell fairly easily.



LG 2F4GSy 2214 G22 OfSIys GKS | OlpNdes §SYyR G2
which invariably fall on their arselereticis so adept at avoiding these telltale signs that
was certain there had to be a relatively big budget behind it.

| was surprised and impressed, then, when | watched the film again with DVD commentary
and discovered that the total budget from pproduction to release was just under

£30,000. In Hollywas film budget terms, that would probably barely pay for someone to do
{OF NX SGlG W2KlFIyaazyQa SeStAySN®

| mention this incredibly low budget not to mock, but to appladiéreticis one hell of an
achievement given the financial limitations placed on the ¢gramdone of the finest British
K2ZNNERNJ FAfYa LQ@OS &aSSy Ay | 6KAfSo

C2NJ SEFYLX ST tff GKS 2dziFAGa&A Ay GKS FTAEY 4SSN
that was Asda Living), then sold on eBay after shooting had finished to earn back some
money fa postproduction.

LT @2dzQNB 221 Ay 3 ¥ 2 NbudgeCitnTHeBIAIWEt¢h Prbjecti K S dzf (0 A
apparently cost around $60,000 (£36,000) to make, after{postuction.

| YRNB g {ljdZANBA Aa Yy AyidSNBdiealytaketo Bt | Od 2 NX
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though his natural, realistic performance grows on you, especially later in the film when he

gets to show off his personality a little more (thoutdpe less | say about that the better)

With a cover like the one you see above and promises of a ghost girl, the natural question
@2dzQf f LINRPOIFOf & KIFI@GS Aa K2g¢ aai2NEY AN A& d ljedkAS
a0 NBX o0dzi y 2 (onstdd terfsibndrunning thridugNttedlén with lody periods

of silence keeping you on edge, waiting for the inevitable moments where shit goes down

and a loud musical sting makes you jump.

ThankfullyHereticR2 Say Qi NBX a2 NI (2 0 Kf&are odll kcénéihOa 22
which the screen goes completely black for a couple of beats before a loud scream and a

pair of scary eyes force your heart up your lungs. For the most part the scares focus more on
imagery, only using sound to build tension by makhmybackground noise progressively
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mind.
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Interspersed throughout the fih are flashback scenes filling in more of the story and
AKSRRAY3I Y2NB fA3KI 2y WFHYSaQa RIN] aSONBilad
involving scenes in the film, paced perfectly to slowly reveal more plot information one



nugget at a time and kgeng you wondering what really happened to Claire and her
stepdad all the way up to the final twist.

Hereticis an impressive British horror film. The quote on the DVD cover is exaggerating a tad

08 Of I AYAyYy 3 A (TOsExdckandThiBecad 1 Q80 88y NBl ff& Ay
OFftfLIN]LSE 20KSNI GKFY GKS FIO0G AdGQ&baE®rd | LINA
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worth a watch.

Fourout of five

How to seeit
Hereticwas recently releasedonDVD and-Bll € Ay GKS ! Y® {2NNE ! YSN
your neck of the woods yet.

Bits and pieces

wl'd highly recommend picking upe HereticdiscA ¥ @ 2 dzZQNB | 0 dzZRRAYy 3 AYR
because the commeary by director Peter Handford and producer Bethany Clift is one of

GKS Y2ald AyTF2NX¥YIGAQGS 2ySa LQ@S ftAaiSYySR (23
low budget.

wOf course, everyone will already recognise Andrew Squires for his memorabkesrol

'Prosecution Lawyer" in episode 5,238 of UK dbapnerdalen 2009. And by 'everyone' |
mean 'Andrew Squires'.



Hideous (1997)

Director: Charles Band
Starring:Mel Johnson Jr, Michael Citriniti, Jacqueline Lovell, Rhonda Griffin, Tracie May
G 2dRNBBERH |, 2dzONBE FANBR FNRY SOSNEEKSNBH | 2dx
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around in sewers? Oh. Right. Um, me neither.
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budget grotfest from indie horror studio Full Moon.
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The man hands over said mutation to Belinda Yost, a woman who spedcialgsging
YdziF GAz2ya G2 O2ffSOG2NBRP® 2 KAOK Aa 2yS KStft 2
of the film.

CKSNBQ& | LINRPoOfSYdD hiKSNI GKIYy (GKS ¢gK2fS aSftf
collectors believe they have first dibs thre mutation, so when one buyer picks it up from
. StAYRIET KSQa dGFrO1SR a KS RNAOSAE K2YS oe@

Did | mention that said assistant is a topless woman wearing a gorilla mask for no reason?
Well, there you go. After tying up the poohap, she steals the mutation and brings it back
to her boss.

Feeling understandably irked, the original buyer hires a detective to accompany him to the
20KSNJ 3dz2Qa YlyaAazy oFt2y3 gAGK . StAYRIQa as$s
can sortout this mess once and for all and decide who the true owner is.

Cue loads of fighting and the appearance of a bunch of other mutants who eventually all
decide to get involved. A bit.

Hideouslis pleasantly rubbish, but rubbish nonetheless. As Wik @Geeps another Full
Moon film which was released shortly afte@nd is reviewed elsewhere in this ebogthe
standard of the acting is so low only dogs can hear it.

This is partly due to the presence of Rhonda Griffin, who stankhepCreepwith her
g2STFdzdA aOKUGAO]l YR Aa y2 0SUGSNI KSNBE® DNI yiS
given some atrocious dialogue to work with, but even so.

¢CKSY (GKSNXQa FT2NNXSN) ydzRS Y2RSt WI OljdzSt AyS [ 2
gorillamasked scene,wh A ady Qi YdzOK o0SOUGSNIW» 2 KSy &aKS Aady(
ayz2¢ akKSQa O2yadlyidte ¢SIFNAYy3a Iy 2RR gl Aaio?



Of course, nudity in a horror film is nothing new, but it generally only happens once or
twice. TohavezYS2y SQa ol LJA 2A33fS Fo2dzi (KNP dzZAK 2 dzi
shamelesss you can get.

9@gSyltdz- tfe GKS GAGdzZ I NI WKARS2dzaQ Ydzil GA2ya |
AAYOS UKS@QNB LlzlJiSda GKI G o2 daf2R ySW&S ya Gor Sy RO 2N/
GKSe R2y Qi NBlIffté& R2 YdzOK®

Instead, they spend most of the back half of the film hidsegindchairs and tables,
adFyRAY3I Ay (KS aKIFIR2ga YR 3AFgLIAY3I 0 6KIGC

tKS FTS¢ (AYSa @2dz R2 3IS{H || Zkdedynddd@| |0 GKSY
OSNIFAyfe y2i GKS a2NI 2F Otlaaird Y2yaaSNa @
title clearly suggests they were meant to).

LO@S aSSy gRidduSbuthdt by¥ady naiakileé ofder of magnitude.

¢ KSNB Q& fee ohidharmdlithhie hBk8yzhcting and laughably bad script, but the final
act is such a snoozefest (literally: | fell asleep during it and had to watch the lakbhalf
FIAFAYO0 GKIFIG L OFyQl NBIFffe& NBABMOWEBWR AG G2 |

One and a halbut of five

How to seeit

HideousMas recently released on D\itbthe UKby 88 Films as part of its Grindhouse
collection. As well as an audio commentary it also includes thmiB0te Full Moon
Videozone feature that originally came witie film on VHS, complete with makhad

R2 OdzY Sy (i I NB d@vetage@datmieny forla beto@v@rage film and you can get it
fairly cheap. US readers, you caso get it on DVD

Bits and pieces

wThis was the film debut for Rhonda Griffin andétsar by watching the Videozone feature
provided with theHideous!DVD that Full Moon was banking on her being a big star for the
studio. She appeared in its next filifhe Creepthen she was punted, presumably because

someone at Full Moon actually decttléo watch either film.

wThe chap who buys the freak babies first and is then attacked is Mel Johnson Jr, who's best
known as Benny imotal Recalll'm fairly sure no other actor on Earth can boast both
'mutatedtaxi driver in an Arnold Schwarzeneggeovie' and ‘buyer of black market mutant
babies' on their CV.



Hitchcock (2012)

Director: Sacha Gervasi
Starring:Anthony Hopkins, Helen Mirren, Scarlett Johansson, Danny Huston, Jessica Biel
aYou may call me Hitch. Hold the Céck.

Films about AlfredHitchcockare just like buseg you wait ages for one and then two come

at once (the other being The Girl, with Toby Jones and Sienna Miller). This particular bus is

being driven by Anthony Hopkins with Helen Mirren as the conductor. Mind you, buses

R2Yy WS KI2yRdzOG2NAE Fyeé Y2NB® L R2y QG (y26 oKI
the bus anyway and she does a ruddy good job doing whatever it is she does. In hindsight,

f SGQa 2dzad &aONI LI KA& 0dza LIAAK 0S0OFdzaS LQY C

Hitchcockecodzy G & | LI NI A Odzf F NJ LIRAYG Ay (GKS f S3aSyRI
North By Northwesk Y R 3SG Ay 3 AYyONBFaAy3Ite FNHzZINI G§SR
Hitchcock decides his next film is going to be a controversial film that pushes thedrasd

of taste and decencysychoHitchcockthen, follows the events frorRsychts original
O2yOSLIiA2Y NARIKIG OGKNRdIzZZAK (2 GKS FTAfYQa GKSI

Anthony Hopkins is impressive as Hitchcock. The makis interesting in that while he
R2SaySEIOFiz®e tA1S GKS YIy KAYaStTr GKS (NI Yy
1y26 A0 gta |1 2LNAya dzyfSaa &2dz 6SNE (2t Rd h
he can help how he sounds and he manages a convincing Hitchcock impersonation

throughout.

¢
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5SALIAGS GKS (A0S K26SOSNE (KA gplayel NBF & |
masterfully by Helen Mirreql- & & KS adNHzZ3t Sa G2 O02L)S 6AGK K¢
his other love, his filncareer. As Hitchcock gets more and more engrosseldemtaking of

Psycha ! f Yl adlNha ¢2yRSNAYy3a AT AdQa NBlIfte g2
newfound attention placed on her by screenwriter Whitfield Cook sees her faced with a

difficult decision.

As well as the strength of the two leaddifchcockis also blessed with an impressive
AdzLILR2 NI Ay3 OFaded {OFNISGI W2KlIyaazy A& AYYSy
plays a perfect Anthony Perkins.

The film recreates many of the famous stories surrounding the Psycho shtioetwvay
Hitchcock took over from Perkins during the shower scene, his odd proposal to an

unconvinced Paramount to get the film greéni GKS FIFOG GKFG KS RAR
Bernard Hermann music during the shower scene but his wife insisted Q& F £ f Ay KSI

Only one aspect dflitchcockhad me scratching my heathe Ed GeinsuhJt 2 0 @ L G Qa ¢ Sf
known thatPsychavas based on the redife story of mass murderer Ed Gein (as Was
Texas Chain Saw MassagHeut Hitchcockakes it one step further by implyirthe ghost of



Gein was haunting Hitchcock and appearing in hallucinations during the course of the
FAfYAYy3Id LGQa ff OSNEB aiatfte FyR FSSta | oAl
be based on true events.

That asideHitchcocks a mustsee for anyone interested in the legendary director or the

making of his most famous film. With fantastic performances throughout and a clever script
GKFG oAttt OlFdzaS Y2NB GKIYy + FSg ogNB OKdzO1f Sa
youwatchitK F 42 Fa FFENJIF& LQY FgFNBZ 9R DSAyQa 3IK
production.

Fourout of five

How to seeit
Hitchcockis available on DVD and Biay in both the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wAlthough most people associate Hitchcock with hissilzsg PsychoThe BirdsVertigg,
North By NorthwestRear Windowand so forth¢ he actually directed mimpressives4
movies in his career, as well as 17 episodes of his TV J#fres] Hitchcock Presents

wln a wayHitchcockwas a sort of closurer Helen Mirren. In the early '70s, she was
approached by Hitchcock to play a murder victim in his Fihenzy but she turned it down.

It was a decision she says she's always regretted, so playing his wife here may have gone
some way to making up for heecision to never be in a ‘proper' Hitchcock movie.



House Of Wax (20 05)

Director: Jaume ColleSerra
Starring:Elisha Cuthbert, Chad Michael Murray, Brian Van Holt, Paris Hilton
dt is wax. Like, literally.

LQ@#S KIR Y& 2¢y -BcatrdSiouk vay duSeumsanimy Keh&lB | ¢

Movieland museum in Niagara Falls springstongidddzi G € SFad L gl ayQi
Y2RSt gKAfS L ¢6la GKSNBE® aAyR &2dzx LQR KI @S
the one that featured there.

The orginalHouse Of Wax (1958)as a cracking, eerie film about an insane waxwork artist
(played by Vincent Price) who turned real people into wax models. That cogbephans

as wax modelg is the only thing other than the title to remain in this remake.MWih Qa 06 SSYy
learned in the ways of suspense and fitmaking in the 52 years between each film? Not

much, it seems.

The 2005 version dflouse Of Wastarts off, as so many generic teen horror films do these

days, with a bunch of annoying students on ardddtLJ® ¢ KA & (A Y &heli KS& QNB
biggest football game of the yégbecause presumablifhe Superbowlvas trademarked

orsomething I YR RSOARS AGQa o6Said G2 Odzi GKNRdzZAK i
night draws near, they decide to camp antthe middle of nowhere.

9EOSLIi AGQa y2i l[[dAGS (4KS YARRES 2F y28KSNES
waxwork museum as its main highlight. When the group wake up the next morning and find

the one of their two cars has been sabotaged they sglitsome of them take the working

car to the football game, the others stay behind to try and fix the car, ultimately finding the
creepy town andHouse Of Wain the process.

Cue the appearance of a pair of fuckep twins (both played by Brian Van Haitho have a

KFoAdG 2F GdaNYyAy3 LIS2LIX S Ayidi2 6FE Y2RStao Ly
GKFG R2SayQid ljdaAdS FSSt NARIKGZ odzi LQY 4 NEB
wax lyrical too much (WAX! HAHAHAHAHAHAHA! Look, sBit uL K| @Sy Qi R2y S i
while).

House Of Waprovides an interesting mix of expected and surprising moments. It was

expected that Paris Hilton would be about as good at acting as she is at finding a boyfriend

who ensures what happens in the bedrooins @ & Ay GKS 06SRNR2YZX | yR
disappoint with a performance about as thrilling as sitting a book in the window for six

months and watching the sun fade the colours out of it. However, the level of gore is

surprising given the MTyen audience MissHf G2y Qa LINBaSy OS g+ a Of St

CAY3IASNE INB Odzi 2FF 6AGK L) ASNAstaboRgr&2y SQa R
face is peeled off. you might be surprised by how graphic the film is at times, especially



considering its BBFC 15 certtie. Fair play to the filrmakers then for not being afraid to
push the limits.

| Afd2y FaARSY GKS NBad 2F GKS OFrad FNB | RSI|d
lead heroine and Van Holt as the twin villains who stand out as above aveexapP the

most interesting character of all is the House Of Wax itdeli Q&4 RNA LILIA Y 3 6t A (G SN
with atmosphere.

House Of Wais an adequate enough slasher and the final confrontation in the house is
impressive, though with aruntime of neaflyg 2 K2 dzNBA AdGQa I GFR (22 f
see if you desperately want to see Paris Hilthe a grisly and graphic deathhich, to be

fair, some people probably do.

Two and a halbut of five
How to seeit

House Of Wais available on both DVaénd Bluray in the UK and U8oth include a few
extras including an alternate intro with a nice feasmashing scene and some frothy behind

the-a OSy Sa aKA(G Fo2dzi K2g GKSe& YIRS (K& FALY ¢
perhaps by a mischievousliéor ¢ with a beforeand FGSNJ LIAO 2F | a0SyS i
entirely CGI

Bits and pieces

wThe originaHouse Of Wawas a '50s horror film starring the legendary Vincent Price. Its
main selling point was its use of stereoscopic 3D, which was a newigkmsed by
numerous horror films during that decade. It's aged pretty drastically but it's still charming
enough to be worth a watch.

wThe film itself may not be the best thing ever made but its official soundtrack is fairly
decent. Featuring the likesf Spitfire by The Prodigy, Minerva by Deftones and Dirt by The
Stooges, it's safe to say it's spent far more time playing on my iPod than the film has on my
Bluray player.



Humanoids From The Deep (1980)

Director: Barbara Peeters
Starring:Doug McClue, Ann Turkel, Vic Morrow

Also known as: Monster
AiQa Yé (KS2NE {(KIFd (KS&S ONBFGdz2NBE& I NB RN ¢
develop their incredible evolutian.

2 KSy |fftQa alAR YR R2ySs @&2dz OFw@G o6SFG | 3
godfather of Bmovie cinema and has produced well over 300-lmvdget films over the

past 50 years, the vast majority of which have been cheesy horror films heaving with gore,
titillation or both. Humanoids From The Defglls into the'both' category ad is silly fun,

though there it does have one or two questionable moments.

LiQa &aSi Ay GKS avlftf FTAaAaKAYy3d NBEA2NI 2F bzeé?
celebrating the announcement of a salmon cannery which is to be built there, greatly
incre&d Ay3d GKS FTAAKSNXYSYQad LINPRAzOGAGAGED® D22R Y.

Oh, except for the fact that the company building the cannery is also responsible for
experiments in salmon growth hormones, which have spread into the sea and somehow led
to the creation of bizarre slimy hafian halffish monsters that like to swim out of the sea

and onto land, ripping the faces off any men they find and raping the women. And, in case
@2dz KI Ry Qi 3 dzS akufahaids kranDThe egpidB bitdfi S NB

Rape scenes are never fun tatweh, that much goes without saying. But, when you watch as

YIye K2NNRBNJ FAfYa a L R2 IyR GKSNBQa y2 | NH
2yS 2F GKS Y2aild K2NNAFAO GKAy3Ia lyezyS O2dzZ R
comes with theterritory and these scenes do pop up from time to time. But watching a

large, slimy sea monster doing it is even more unsettling, especially when deep down we

1y26 AGQa 2yfteé Ay (GKSNB 06SOFdzaS A0Qa F w23SN
nudity onscreen.

LGQA LI NGAOdzE F NI @ RAAGAZINDAY3I 6KSY 2yS 62YIFyQ
victim of more than just murdeit sort of darkens the tone of what should really be a silly,
entertaining film. Thankfully, by the end of the filtmet rapey bits are out of the way and

anyone still craving some baps can be happy with the classit getting ripped off as they

try to escapétechnique instead.

Corman was always good at getting ofgreat actors who were struggling with their

careed | YR O2y @Ay OAy3a (KSY {BumanditsNioh Vhe Bee@ LJA O
stars Doug McClure, ortame critically acclaimed actor, in the lead role of fisherman Jim

Attt LGQA FYdzaAy3d (2 61 G§OK | 2y OSantdg LISOG SR
fishmen and still carry it off with all the sincerity of a divorce drama.



Dodgy scenes asideumanoids From The Derspa compelling little film. Of particular note
isthesubLJt 20 Ay @2t @Ay 3 | bl GADBS | YSNAeQlbgtauseK | NI O
KSQa KSQ&a KIFLILke asStftAy3a FTAAK AYRSLISYRSyafeo
FAAKSNXYSYS |yR AlGQa LISNFSOIGklkerfisheénpldtaridS 4 G A
focus your attention on this suplot instead.

The credure effects are wethandled by Rob BottinThe ThingTotal RecaJlIRobocop
Se7ei). This being a Corman movie, the typigalvsand Alienrule of not seeing the
Y2YyaluSN dzyiAft ySIFENI GKS FAfyYyQa SyR 32Sa 02VYLIX
att KS KdzY y2ARA& FNRY FFANI & SIFENIe& 2yiFanch2 AGQ3a
ONBI dzNB RSaAdy GKIG GKSEQNB ySOSNI I RAALl LILR

If you can stomach a couple of needlessly dark scéh@sianoids From The Deisp
otherwise a great laugh and$h LISNF SOG FAfY (2 6 GOK SgAGK |
CormanBr2 @A S OKSSaSs FyR 2FFSNA SOSNRBUOKAY 3 &2 dz
feature. Oh, and the ending is ridiculous too.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

Humanoids From TheeBpA & | @+ At 6f S 2y 55 Ay GKS 'Y | yF
FYFT Ay3 A Gsame péoplddie sélikigStlthkdugh Amazon for only 1p and only

charging a couple of quid postada.the US it's available on DVD and-giy.

Bits and pieces

wl can't take the word 'humanoid' seriously because back in the day legendary WWE
commentator Bobby 'The Brain' Heenan used the exact same term to refer to the fans in a
disparaging manner. It's a lot harder to take the monsters in the film seriously if you
consider them to be mutated wrestling fans.

wThe rape scenes in the fildrew ire from reviewers at the time. Time Out magazine said of
it back in the day:Despite the sex of the director, a more blatant endorsement of
exploitation cinema'’s current antvomen slant would be hard to find; Peeters also lies on
the gore pretty thick amid the usual visceral drimehooks and rigoffs from genre hits; and
with the humaur of an offering like Piranha entirely absent, this turns out to be a nasty
piece of workall round”



The Killers (1964)

Director: Don Siegel
Starring:Lee Marvin, Angie Dickinson, John Cassavetes, Clu Gulager, Ronald Reagan

384G GKIFG |
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AdQa y2i 2yfte (GKS Y2ySed alé&oS 4SS
makes a man decide nottday @ 2 Keéx Fff 27F ¢ adzRR
LOBS ySOSNI 6SSy | LINRBFSaarazyltft KAGYLFY oOofFdlF LI
surprised to see most of my targets leg it as soon as they noticed their time was potentially

up.

Charlie (the legendanld.S al NDAY 0 aAKI NBa Y& 2LAYA2Yy® ¢KI{
hit on a guy said to have stolen a million dollars, Charlie is curious to know why said chap
RARY QO GNB (2 NMHzy ¢l & o6ST2NB KS gla akKz2id R2

91 3ASNI G2 (Y26 ¢KI G GhimARpanha Lee ([Cl Guldgdr)ddgih §liné Yy R K
of enquiries that see them visiting a string of friergdand enemieg; of Johnny North, the
man he was paid to Kill.

9pSylddzr tfte /KIFENIAS 0S3Aya G2 LIASO
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Reagan), and how his relationship with both changed drastically.
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with this review, becausé he Killerss so heavily reliant on its narrative and the way its

flashbacks link together that to go into too much detail would make it far less engaging

when you watch it (which you should).

What I will talk about though, with great plea®, isThe Killersoutstanding cast.
w2 a S Y| NBt& John Gagsavetes is brilliant as Johnny North, the racecar supremo who
slowly falls for the woman of his dreams.

You really want to root for JohnmyK S Qa | £ A

SI6fS 3Jdzxkandg¥R KSQa
ANBIG RSFE 2F (GKFG Aa R2éy |

2 /laalrgSisSaqQ Sy

Meanwhile, Dickinson smoulders as Sheila, the woman Johnny falls for. Her confidence and
the way she plays Johnny like a tlvib pinball machine make her one of the stronger
characters in the film, and the one the plot ultimately revolves around.

¢tKSYy (KSNXQa 3I22R 2fQ w2yyAS wSlk3aly a wHol=
of a presence during the first half of the film, he soon becomes a crucial character as it
reaches a climax.



Interestingly, years later Reagan satte Killersvas his least favourite film, because it was
the only time he played a villain and he was particularly ashamed of a scene in which he
slaps a woman.
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By far the real star of the show, however, is Lee Marvin as Charlie. His piercing stare and

deadly serious voice makes every single one of his lines sound like gtemportant thing

@2dzQf f SOSNJ KSIFNE |yR KSQ&a 2dzaid adzOK |y AydaAa
impressed by his screen presence.

CKSNBQa | (GSttAy3 SEIFYLXS 2F (KA&a 3IAGBSYy Ay 2
Arrow Video Bluay of The Killergwhich was viewed for this review).

| LI NBydte /fdz DdzZE F ASNE ¢gK2 Ll e&a al NDAyQa a
and quirks as he acted, to give his character a little more depth and make him more
interesting.

G¢ KI GOMRSFE yaSISNIAAY NBLIR2 NI SRfeé (2fR KAYD® a9 @SN
g GOKAY3a YS lyeglede [/ 201@ a FdzO1 X odzi & 2 dzQ
impossible to watch a scene with Marvin in it and not be utterly focused on him.

The Killeswas supposed to be the first ever mattg-TV movie, but a combination of its
violent content and the recent assassination of President Kennedy meant this plan was
scrapped and it was released in cinemas instead.

Looking at it now it may seem pretty¥aS X o6 dzi ©0SFNJ AY YAYR ! YSNRO!I
was still very sensitive. After all, this was only a few years BRggchdroke taboos by
showing a flushing toilet for the first time on screen.

The Kennedwssassinatioh Y R wS | 3 y Q& &l dadeéar &lfodzSnpide tdJ2 £ A G A O
inadvertently make one of its scenes look oddly dodgy in hindsight.

. 2dz aSS> ySIENI GKS SyR 2F (KS FAfY GKSNBQa I C
someone (no spoilers) with a rifle from the window of a nearby building

The parallels between this scene and the Lee Harvey Oswald / JFK incident are especially
poetic these days, when you consider the scene essentially shows a future President of the
United States killing a man in exactly the same way a past Presideiialegedly)
assassinated.

TheKillerd & I ONAEfEAlFIYd Qcna ONAYS RNIYIF FYyR Aa
original release. It does away with any extraneous nonsense and provides a tight narrative,

full of plot twists and heaving with ounding performances from both its leading and

supporting cast.



Fourout of five

How to seeit
UK readers who want to sélhe Killersvill have to have a Bltay player, as the only readily
available version is the recently released Arrow Videer®uL (0 Qa | ONJ O1 Ay 3 RA:

with over an hour of interviews and the option to watch the film in its original intended TV

aspect ratio or the widescreen cinema ratio. As for US readées Killerss currently out of

LINRY G a2 @&2dzQf f nikdf diéghgeifor thedQiitdawn Colliitibn IDVDO Asdgith

Fff /NAGSNA2Y 2FFSNAYIEA AGQa LINBlGGe RSTFAYAGA
included.

Bits and pieces

wln the world of Scottish slang, Lee Marvin has always lived in the shaida® namesake,
musicianHank Marvin. If a Scot is extremely hungry, they are occasionally known to declare
"I'm Hank Marvifj, i.e."I'm starvint". Sadly, Lee Marvin is very rarely, if ever, used in his
place.

wThe Killerss very loosely based on tli&gnest Hemingway short story of the same name.
Any Kindlereading types keen to read it can find it as part of his short story compliation
Men Without Womenbut if you buy it you're an idiot because, oddly, you can alsd@ get
Complete Short Stories OhEst Hemingway: The Finca Vigia Editorthe Kindle store: it
costs less yet contains everything frdven Without Womeras well as anothef0 or so
stories.



Leprechaun In The Hood (2000 )

Director: Rob Spera
Starring:Warwick Davis, Icd, Anthony Morigomery
4 FNASYR 6AGK gSSR Aa I FTNASYR A§RSSRI odzi |

By the time theLeprechaudt SNA Sa NBIF OKSR A G a Bized Baldyhag a G £ Y
already terrorised a young Jennifer Aniston, hunted for a bridepaged through Las

Vegas and even gone into space. Logic therefore dictated that there was only one place left

for him to ga the hood.

It probably goes without saying given the title and the premise, but this film is madder than

a caravan filled with sémrses. Rappeturned-actor IceT plays Mack Daddy, a pimp who
discovers the Leprechaun in a fossilised state and steals his magic flute, which gives him the
ability to enchant anyone who hears it.

In time Mack Daddy becomes a huge rap star thanks tdltibe, but when a trio of young
up-and-coming rappers ask him for some help anddissesthem (as the youth of today

areo GKSe oNBIF|] Ayld2 KAa K2dzaSsz aiaSrHt GKS 7Tt
reason then use the flute to kick off theimo rap career. Oh, and during all this, the
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Leprechaun In The Hotlrows the odd curve ballonoccasion C2 NJ 0 KS Y2 &G LI NJ
ONRYy3AS 62N Ke | Esonie2dgderiblSreynddites emeryitigkrom the
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always this consistent.
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bedazzling, and the rap during the end credits, inoltthe Leprechaun himself and three
toneRSI ¥ K2S&8 OKIV,02¥PFSURPRAR2GKS H22Ré Kl a (G2
painful sequences in cinematic history.

Still, as long as you go in expecting pure cheese (and how could you not, bearing in mind
whatA 0 Qa OlLepieGhBuin InTHeSlgidA t € al GAaFe G2 + RSINBSO
going to end up in your top fifty horror films list (or even your top ten killer midgets list) but
AGQa 2RR Sy2dzaK (G2 1SSL) @82dz SYGSNIFAYSR F2NJ
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How to seeit
Unsurprisinglyl.eprechaun In The Ho@lDVDBonly.

Bits and pieces

wYou've got to giveroduction company Trimark Picturesedit for their pumpkinsized
balls. It's easy enough to draw criticism when the latest film in yourdn franchise is
essentially a gimmicleriday the 13tlputting Jason in space dason XHalloweenbeing
given the reality TV treatment iHalloween Resurrectiand so on. Buputting your
character in a ghetto? Christ.

wlt obviously wasn't a veryige decision, mind, becauseprechaun In The Hoedded up
being Trimark Pictures' last ever movie. Toenpany ended up merging with Lion's Gate
Pictures and_eprechaurtontinued under the latter's name. The next entiy&prechaun:
Back 2 Tha Hoodbigh.



The Lost Boys (1987)

Director: Joel Schumacher

Starring:Corey Haim, Corey Feldman, Jason Patric, Kiefer Sutherland, Dianne Wiest, Jami
Gertz

d 221 Fd @2dz2NJI NBFESOGA2Y Ay (GKS YANNRNXY® | 2dzQl
acomichop H , 2dzQNB | @I YLIANBSZ aAiOKLISuckihg aed 26y 06N
B YLANB® ,2dz A0 OGAET Y2Y FAYRA 2dziX o0dzZRREH

If you want to see how to do a teenage vampire mauBl2 LISNI 8 5 KSNBQa | Kl

1) Take theTwilightfilms, oneither DVD or Bhnay format.
2) Shove them right up your arse.
3) Watch The Lost Boyigstead.

It may be 25 years old now bihe Lost Boyis still a fantastic film, with a superb script and

'  ONRAEEAFYd Qyna NRO| a2 deéiadNanpitegnoviesi Qa (St f A
released since, only a tiny handful (suchNesr Dark have come close to matching it for

quality.

LG GStfta 0KS adz2NE 2F {IY 9YSNRE2Y o/ 2NBe& || A
the small beach town of Santa Carla along with his mumbaather Michael (Jason Patric).

Eager to get involved with the local nightlife, Sam and Michael go to a party where Michael
becomesenamouredwith a girl called Star.

'Yy F2NIdzyl 6Stesx {GFN KFry3a | NRdzyR 6A0K | R
AT @2dz OF0OK Y& RNAFOIDP ¢KSeQNB y2i0 Flya 2
YANNBNEZ AT @2dz F2f{t2¢ oKIFIG LQY aleAydio ¢
with the in crowd (led by a young Kiefer Sutherland) and wihl®lai KSI NIi = a A OK
to join the gang and become a vampire too.

Desperate to stop his brother becoming a creature of the night forever, Sam enlists the help

of the Frog brothers (Jamison Newlander and a hilariously tdegped Corey Feldman), a

coupe of odd teens who run a comic book shop but are vampire hunters in their spare time.

The Frogs agree to help Sam find out who the head vampire is, as killing him is the only way
to kill the other vampires and turn the othéralf-vampires g K 2 K | @& gngoine yétA

(like Michael and Star) into humans again.

WhereThe Lost Boysucceeds is that despite the unrealistic premise of teenage vampires
KFEy3aAay3 2dzi Ay | 06SIFOK (2¢6y AGQa altAatt | oSt
You genuingl believe Michael has fallen for Star hook line and sinker, to the extent that,
8Sasx KSQff 0S02YS | GFYLANS Ay 2NRSNJ (2 oS
the sillier characterg A y  LJ- NI A Odzf I NJ / 2 N&ét th€jSotdehabecsgued 9 R3I |
82dz 0SSt ASBS GKSY Ay (GKS O2yGSEG 2F GKS a&aidz



voice would sound absurd but when he applies it to Frog, a kid keen to sound tough and
authoritative, it makes sense.

Another surprising and refreshingeghent is the lack of blood throughout most of the film.

2 KAfS G0KSNBQa (KS 2RR a0SyS 4KSNBE GKS ONAYa?
battle), considering the state of horror movies in the 1980s and the popularity of gory,

special effectdadenfilms The Lost Boyis somewhat toned down in comparison. That
OSNIFAyfe R2SayQd 32 F3IFAyal -pdarssonyingkBs & 2 dzZ 0
Y2NB NRB2Y FT2NJ OKIFNF¥ OGSNJ RSHSt 2LIYSyid YR Y2NB

Rounding things off ia soundtrack that not only would have been achingly hip at the time
but still manages to hold out today. The likes of Run DMC, INXS and The Doors feature as
background music at times, while the main themdespite very much being an unashamed
80s rock bHad ¢ can still be appreciated in the 2010s by opainded people. The sort of
people operminded enough to watch a teenage horror film where the kid ffohe
Gooniegplays a gruffvoiced vampire hunter.

LiQa RAFTAOMzZ (i Th2LoastB®0 Y@rOdkd & 2NE & DRAHS YI yI 3
time without seeing it and without finding out much about it then you really should check it

2dzi 6AGK2dzi KIF@Ay3 Fye Y2NB 27T Thilightfdblzhg/ SR F2 N
KISy Qi aN&afDarkyétKstogireaglingthis and hunt them both down

immediately, then realise Stephenie Meyer is really a bit jpfiek

Four and a halbut of five

How to seeit
la AdQa |y yna Of I aanXN@LdsiBog ILINGE (@abiSNIB e G fhe 13
both Bluray and DVD flavours. Both feature similar extras

Bits and pieces

wThe laws of horror physics dictate that the longer a horror classic remains a standalone
film, the more inevitable an unnecessary sequel becomes. Sure enough, desipijeab
perfectly great horror film on its own meritsone that stands the test of time and remains
brilliant to this dayg The Lost Boysventually got two completely unneeded sequdlgst
Boys: The Trib&as released i2008 and was quickly followed upy Lost Boys: The Thitist
2010 Corey Feldman returned to starboth: because let's face it, what else has he been
up to?

wThe Frog brothers' names are Edgar and Alan, a reference to legendary horror fiction
writer Edgar Allen Poe.



MoniK a: A Wrong Way To Die (2012)

Director: Steven R Monroe

Starring:Jason Wiles, Cerina Vincent, Jeff Branson

REAGAN "So, uh, theysayy@UNS RS R® ¢KI 0 &2dz 6SNB (1AffSR®
MONIKA "That would appear to be the case.

u K I { StaR gt siisonFétbturried to Gebrged ucastand,
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The same accusation can be aimed directliylahiKg which has some of the least realistic
RAIFITf23dzSAVQBSoKEEBR LG RARYQUO 020KSNJ YS (K2d
decent little film.

KSYy 6SQNB AYGNRBRdzZOSR (2 hGovdriNBsbedd@y A & (X wS
()Iff FNRY KAad FNRSYR 52dz:f S segristze@ldife) setsT | Y 2 dza
GKS olff NRffAYy3a 6KSYy AGQa adza3ISaGadSR wSlk3aly
YR aKIF@S &a2YS Fdzyé 6AGK (GKS aArxadsSNI2F | I R

Off Reagan goes to Nevada, then, but before he agas to find Double he encounters said
sister, Monika. She suggests they go to the local bar to try and find Double and her sister,
0dzii ¢KSYy Al GdaNya 2dzi GKS& FNByQl G§KSNB (KS

G2 az2y-padnts Qa Y2

One thing leads to anotherandK S G g2 32 1
YR KSQa O2y @Ay OSR

0l
RFyOSe® wSlI3aly Aa avyauaaSys:
The end.

e
|

Only kidding, that would be a shite ending. Instead, Reagan wakes the next morning to find
DobwfS YR az2yAllQa aAadSN®» ¢KS fFGGSNI Aa Ay
her sister¢ the one Reagan was smuggling his sausage inside lastngis shot dead the

day before. Whaaaaaaaaaaat.

Not entirely sure how he could have dated/an Y 1 SR gA G K | O2N1JASI wS
completely convinced that all is as it seems. He goes off on a hunt to find Monika, and things
get a little crazy when he actually does.

. 2dz AaSS3Y AG Gdz2Ny & 2dzi a2y Al A Zexphinsidaf a2 NI 2
when she was alive she had stolen money from a dodgy gang, and without that money the
JFy3 A& 3FA2Ay3 G2 GF1S 2dzi GKSANI FNHzZAOINI GA2Y

Reagan needs to help Monika deal with the gang, then, before her soul can finally rest in
pSIF OS® . dzi A4Qa | o0AG 6SANR 0SOlFdzasSs dzyt Al S



AYGSNI O 6AGK KSNX» LGQA Yy 2RR LINBYAaS (KSys>
it is for the most part.

YI1Ay3 Ad Slhraeée G2 aSS ¢gKe wSlI3Ily ¢g2dzf R 6
the same way.

Monika (Cerina Vincent) is a curious charagieK SQ& I G U NJF OGA DS Ay |y dzy
S

{ KSQa ozvusttxya G2 6l GOK Ay GKIFG akKS (y2éda

andthemoney)an@ SGx |4 GKS alyYS G4AYSI aKS R2SayQi
a ghost).

{LISF1AY3 2F (KS 3AFry3ds GKSEQNB dzyR2dz0 G SRf & (K
rTzNSYSyuxzyéﬁ RAFf23dz28S0d ¢KS ydzYLlie 6gK2Qa A
b2aa> LXI&@SR 0@ ! yYRNBg 126 NRE A& LISNKILEA (K
in a film.

He may be played by a genuine Rridoward is from Cardiff 6 dzii A G Q& dzy Of SI NJ &
switching between Cockney and American accents at random.

Tha script, though.. WS & dza ® | &StagWailisfuan@rg NIRV@ &o doubt that written

down in a screenplay (or, even better, in a novel) the dialogue would have seemed very

clever and thoughtful. But something happens to it between there and the sceeeh

gKSY (KS ySSRfSaa KeLISNpb2tS adlNIa AG4NBF YAy
Fo2dzi Fa NBIfTAAZGAO a {sSRSyQa OKIFIyOSa 27F o6A
wAIKG 4 GKS SyR oy2 aLRAftSNESX PR2lgsgiond 2 NNE O

brilliant twist.

¢KS FTAYIf a0SyS Aa | oAG 2F I NRBffSNO2I ad SNy
biggest, mostclichédcepdzia Ay TFAf Y KA dgérdiN®ceved tdist that, K Sy § K
had it ended there, would haveeen a perfect way to conclude.

Instead, not content with one shit twist and one clever one, it decides to try the shit one for

I 4S02yR GAYS 0ST2NBE NRftftAy3d (KS ONBRAGaAD Ly
Get past its nigglesthe overly flowery dibbgue, the varying acting ability, that bloody

triple endingg and MoniKais a decent effort with a lovely art style and a brilliant

soundtrack. Those with a relatively high tolerance for-dadipping should check it out.

Threeout of five

How to seeit

MoniKawas released on\ZD in the UK by 4Digital Medla.ii Q& y 24 @ At o6t S @

as yet.

Bits and pieces



wCerina Vincentwho plays Monika, also played Areethe naked high school exchange
student- in Not Another Teen MoviéVhat's that?A shiteScary Moviespoof ripoff? My
friend, you clearly haven't seen it: read my review in a few pages' time.

wShe was also the Yellow RangePower Rangers: Lost Galawgherwise known as 'one of
the Power Rangerseries that nobody cares aboutady, the Vietnamese girl who played
the original Yellow Ranger, Thuy Trang, died in a car accident aged 27.



Monster House (2006)

Director: Gil Kenan
Starring:voices of Mitchel Musso, Sam Lerner, Spencer Locke, Steve Buscemi
GAre you guys mentallychaf SY3SRK . SOFdzAS AT @2dz  NBX LQY

DJ and Chowder have the feeling that not all is right with the creepy house across the road.

After its owner, the evil Mr Nebbercracker (Buscemi), has a heart attack and is sent to

hospitd the house appears to take on a life of its own, terrorising the local residents. But

surely there has to be a more logical explanation for.this¥ § SNJ I f f & K2dzaSa R2
to life and eat people, do they? You bet your balls they do.

After witnessing the creepy chateau coming alive and saving a girl called Jenny from its evil
clutches DJ, Chowder and their new lady chum decide to work together to put an end to the
evil house so the rest of the street will be safe.

Despite being a movie aimed etildren,Monster Houséeels a lot likeThe GoonieandThe
Monster Squadh that it appeals to adults too because the children in it are so believable.
¢ KSNBQa y2 a3S Szay'mwalwa Waddrméisicdl stigg$ throughiat, this is a
film that feels surprisingly realistic despite its use of stylised CGI animation.

A large part of this is down to the cast. The three leads, who were essentially unknowns

before taking on this role, have a real chemistry that shines through even with a |a@& of
FYAYLFOGA2Y Ay (GKS gléed !'a F2N {KBowrdindghdskd NI A y 3
there including Maggie Gyllenhaal, Jon Heder, Jason Lee, Kevin James, Kathleen Turner and
Fred Willard, the majority of whom have unique voices that lend thenesgberfectly to

this sort of movie.

The dialogue is by faflonster Hous@ a4 a0 NBy 3 LIR2AYI1d ¢KS AONALI A
swear the writers had just held a dictaphone under a group of kids and written down

everything they said. They argue, theynaiieach other up, they try to hide their

inadequacies or family problems, and they pretend to be cooler and more gopahan

they actually are, often failing miserably (one particular adahy line has them finding the

K2dza SQa dz@dz | 32 G ld&B&SAyead y2KiRSS RIS2NKI ST a2 AdQa || 3

The strength of the dialogue ultimately means that the final act, which is pretty much all
FOUA2yEX R2Sa adzZFFSNI YR GKAy3Ia adlF NI G2 FSSf
albeit one that still looks gteil @ a NJ b S60 SNONI O1 SNDa NBGSE I G2 N
0KS K2dzaSQa &aSONBG 3I2Sa az2vysS glre G2 YIS dz
tale that is likely to take audiences young and old aback.

When | reviewed'he Monster Squa@lead t over the page). G NHzY LISG SR KS 2fR
fLFYSylG GKIFG atKSe R2y Qi YIS GKSY fA1S G(GKAaA
still the caseMonster Housd & G KS Of 2aSaid LQ@S SSy I FAfY



GKAET SO LOQANDBF (KNI KA R2ISERFGdaIr GNRPYyAaS Ada
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Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

You can geMonster Hous®n DVDandBIUNI @ @ LT &2 dzQNB | Cl yoOe

alsogetthe 3DBINI & KSNB odzi @& 2 dzQf t-rappéyerRYol poses ¢ +

Bits and pieces

wHere's what you call clever marketing in action. There's aesgethe movie in which our
heroes encounteBkul] a massive nerd voiced by Jdlapoleon DynamiteHeder. When
they meetSkul| he's in an arcade playing a fak&i8style game calle@hou Art Dead
Here's the clever big during the first few years afs release, fans could head the
Monster Housevebsiteto actually play Thou Art Dead, which played a bit Glestlevania

wUnlike most CG animated movies, the performancadamster Housevere completely
motion-captured. In fact, by as late as Z0it was still the only motiocaptured film based
on an entirely original story.



The Monster Squad (1987)

Director: Fred Dekker
Starring:Andre Gower, Duncan Regehr, Tom Noonan
GThe Creature stole my Twinkie.

YARAQ FAfYa Ay (K hannhpyaredoday. eI had airdge ta@ theitnjaS
NBIFItAay GKIFd Y2ad 2F 02RlIéQa FAfya INB G22 a
{ LA St 6 S NElease o7 in whicthNi digitally removed the guns being held by the
agents and replaced themitu walkiel  t {1 ASa® Ly aK2NIzX (2RI&Qa
pussies.

(@

lye2yS 6K2Qa NEkOGSoiésil &now dxactly KSR mean. The kids in that

film acted realistically, they had an attitude, they got into nasty scrapes, they wantsekto
G2YSYyQa 02204 GKS& YIS Fdzy 2F GKS FILd 1ARZ
d2dzyR (2dzaK oodzi 2yfté& Ay SIOK 20KSNRa O2YLI Yy
real. Ditto, then, withThe Monster Squad similar film of that era whictor some odd

reason never gained the same cult following as that other rdoekd'group of kids go on

an adventurémovie.

The Monster Squaglathers some of the greatest Universal monsters (albeit visually

redesigned versions so as to not piss off Ersual, this being a Tristar film and all) and

RdzyLlda GKSY Ay | avylrtf ! YSNAOFY &dzo dzZNbd 5NI Od
the Mummy and the Creature From The Black Lagoon are all in town to find a special,
indestructible amulet which is said to mé#ain the balance between good and evil. Once

every hundred years the amulet loses its invulnerability for a short time, at which point it

can be destroyed and evil can rule the world, and as luck would have it that time is about to

occur.

Meanwhile, a scret club of kids who love talking about monsters and call themsé@lles

Monster Squadet hold of an ancient book written by Professor Van Helsing in which he
documents what happened 100 years prior when the amulet was nearly broken, and they
realiseth & AGQa aSG G2 KFLIWSYy FAFAYyd ¢KS& RSOARS
knowledge to stop the fearsome fivesome from taking over the world.

The Monster Squaid genuinely funny at times, and shares the same realistic childlike sense

of humourThe Goonigis famed for having. When the kids are together talking about
Y2YAGSNB Ay UGKSANI GNBSK2dzaS @&2dzQNB (NI yalLl2 NI
similar conversations with your friends about such ridiculous thidglkthe Wolfman have

balls so you codlkick him in them? Can you buy silver bullets-daft? And does the

scary German guy across the road really want to kill children? (Incidentally, it turns out he

does/ QyYR GKS FAfY Of SOSNI & OKlFy3aSa GKS | dzZRASY
one poignant shot).



CKS Y2yaiadSNA (KSYaSft@Sas YSIYygKAESS NIy3aS Ay
on the story, because the film could have done with a little extra authenticity. Instead, Stan
Winston (the late effects maestro behind the likafsTerminator 2and Jurassic Pajldoes

his best job at reimagining these famous freaks, and while some are impresbe
animatronicCreature From The Black Lagdwad is brilliant and the Mummy is creepy to

watch¢2 0 KSNE | NBy Qi dazookslikerd bNdaf & drip, Brdexafdd, abdithe
22fFYlYy R2SayQi 2271 ljdAdS a aOFNE a4 KS KI

The Monster Squaid recommended viewing for anyone who lovEite Goonied L (1 Qa T dzyy
AGQa 3I2G ANBLG | OGA2yFA yAHIEQ a0 M YWATYAMYUISIGA A2 &Sy Rl
aGAtft I ANBIG atAoS 2F Wyna OKAfRK22R 22@&0

Fourout of five

How to seeit

The Monster Squaid currently unavailable in the UK, but the B&y recently released in

the US has no region coding and willwojko. NAGAaK L F@SNARA oAdQa 6K
It's also out on DVD in the US.

Bits and pieces

wlt may be a lightearted horror film but many believe Duncan Regepdstrayal of
Dracula is one of the finest in the history of the character. lidwtiquite go that far but
there's no denying he does a great job.

wlf the Wolfman's face looks a little familiarTie Monster Squadhat's because it's based
onthat of Stan Winstonwho created the special effects



The Muppets (2011)

Director: Janes Bobin

Starring:Jason Segel, Amy Adams, Chris Cooper, Kermit The Frog, Miss Piggy, Fozzie Bear,
Gonzo, Animal

STATLERLFT L RARY QU 1y2¢ lye o6SG0USNE tantpt &l & &2
point."

WALDORF"'l hope so. Otherwise | @i R Q @ Salf the audieRce Kalf to death.”
STATLERYou mean half the audience is still ali/e?

LOQ@S 6SSy | KdzZ3S Fly 2F (GKS adzJliSida SOSNI ary
get hold of more and more Muppets stuff | managed to grittesth and ignore the worst

parts of Muppet historfMuppets In Spacehe early laugkree Saturday Night Livstuff)

and focus on the classicBhe Muppets Christmas Carbhe Muppets Take Manhattaand,

of course,The Muppet Shoviself.

The Muppets hve been out of the public eye for so long however that when | heard

another movie was on the way | felt excitement and trepidation in equal measure. Would
thisbethelong 6 AGSR NBOdzNYy 2F (KS adzlJllSta LQ@S o6S
an anahronistic, outof-date embarrassment that would sound the death knell for my

beloved puppets? Thankfully, the answer is the former, and by some distance.

The Muppetdells the story of Walter, a young puppet who lives with his brother Gary
(JasonSegeB. | £t GSNJ A4 (GKS ¢2NI RQa o6A33Sad adzZdlSia 7
Mary (Amy Adams) ask him to travel to Hollywood with him he jumps at the chance to visit

the hallowed Muppet Studios.

LY F2NIdzy - 0Stes aAyOS (KS aandydars, dvaligrlaghvesai R2 Y
the Muppet Studios to find it rundown and dilapidated. While there he hears a deal being

made by the evil Tex Richman, who claims he wants to buy the Muppet Studios to turn it

into a museum but in reality wants to demolisheeything and drill for oil.

Distraught, Walter decides to try to find the reclusive Kermit and convince him to regroup

the Muppets and put on one more show to raise enough money to buy the Studios back,
0dzi GKSNBQaA &5 é QDY S |clibtRehdh &ther sidé yhéyldisbanded

years ago, and Kermit and Miss Piggy left on bad terms. Can they save the day and buy back
the Studios? You might be surprised.

The Muppetss hilarious. Newcomers will get a laugh from the jokes and such busthis i
clearly a film for the fans and as such is packed with previous referendé®tMuppet
Showand the various movies. While most of these references are fairlykmelivn, die



hard fans will have fun spotting the odd appearances of some of the more @btuppets
that only featured in a couple of sketches 30 years ago.

Some may turn their nose up at its numerous attempts to break the fourth wall by making
O2yaitlyd NBFSNByOSa (2 GKS FIFOl GKSe@QNB Ay
LINPO I ol @3 @@y@ O] G23ISHUKSNE al NBE NBYINy & G
Y2PASe€ 0 odzi GKAA ¢l a | fol&& TheMippedShowvT ¢ KS
featured countless backstage sections where they discussed the running of the show as it

wash LILISYAy3dx a2 AdG YIF1Sa aSyasS (GKFG GKS@QR )
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The music is also sensatiom@l2 dzQR K2 1JS &2 O2yaARSNAyYy3 GKS T
The songs are written by Bret McKenzie of Flight Of The Conchords fame and fans of that
band/TV showwill hear some definite Conchordian elements to many of them. Indeed,

‘Man Or Muppet, the song that won McKenzie an Oscar, has a pleasantly similar vib&€xd

Not Cryingfrom the first episode oFlight Of The Conchords

It does have one or twiffy moments. One of the main plot points involves the Muppets
YSSRAYy3 (2 FAYR I OStSoNARGe G2 LINBaSyld GKSAN
Kermit and others desperately trying to find someone as time is running out. Everything is
seemingly bang set up for a special celebrity cameo to appear at the last minute and

surprise us, but when they eventually settle for a celeb who already appeared at the start of

the movie it feels a little cheap and is a bit of adetvn.

¢ KAAa Aay Qidwoiddsind$§olRnddsTeréliaSlisappointing drop in an ocean of
joy. The Muppetss essential viewing for everyone, because it wonderfully introduces these
fantastic characters to those too young to know them, while also ensuring it does justice to
their heritage and history for lonrime fans to feel like this is a suitable end to their

journey. And the ending is a pleasantly refreshing surprise too (at least until the film bottles
it and quickly squeezes in a more conventional conclusion during thermalits).

Ly FIF OG> (KS 2y {The MNipetsive olt oLfigeYs bgtaude, far vitatewerd
reason, of the literally hundreds and hundreds of popular and obscure Muppets who all
FSIFGdzNBE Ay GKS TFAfY (KSN&keivandgoindiderBaylym F w20 A Y
Fl @2dz2NAGS OKIFNY OGSNXY |, Sax GKIFOQa K2NNRAOf& oA

Four and a halbut of five

How to seeit
The Muppetss available on DVD and Bl in all regions.

Bits and pieces

wAlthough the vasiajority of Muppets feature in the film, there was fairly major outcry
from the fans(including me, hence abovehen it became clear that neither Rizzo the rat or
Kermit's nephew Robin were in it. This was remedied with a clever cameo in the sequel,
Muppes Most Wanted in which Rizzo appears apdints out that older characters aren't
getting much attentionbefore leaving with Robin, who lets out a dejected sigh.



wSpeaking of the sequel, itmme wasMuppets... Agairall the way through production and
was only changed tMuppets Most Wantedhortly before releaselhis makes for an
awkward situation in the film in which, at the end of the first song, Walter suggests they
name their movieMuppets... AgainWhoops.



Nazis At The Centre Of The Earth (2012)

Director: Joseph J Lawson

Starring:Dominique Swain, Jake Busey, Joshua Allen, Christopher Johnson
Also known as: Bloodstorm (UK DVD)

oCome on, you bobbleeaded zombie Nazi son of a bitch! Fick dich!

LQ@S aL21Sy Ay (KS Llghtfily shamglegs filntsiudo thathave dzY = ( K
no qualms about constantly releasing koudget ripoffs of popular films to trick confused

mothers at video rental storeSfiakes On A TraiRaranormal Entityand Atlantic Rinmspring

to mind).

With said rentaktores on the way out though, The Asylum have instead seemingly switched
their focus to original movies, albeit completely ridiculous ones.

Recently they struck gold witBharknadpthe doeswhat-it-saysonthe-i Ay FAf Y G KI G Q:
bonkers it ended up trendg on Twitter in the UK when it aired on SyFy. This one, though,
may have taken things a little too far.

[ SG YS 2dzald SELX IFTAYy GKS LX20G G2 e2dzdp C2NJ I 6
SESOdziAGS YR a2YS2ySH88 KRoOKRYy3 B8RHARTAL XGO
G SG YS aid2L) e2dz 0 KSNB -RNGEAEA 1LI26 SA @l @S0 (1 KIAGANK
Of SFNIT & FdzO1 SR AlG Ylye (GAYSA 20SNWE

The film opens with two scientists (Joshua Allen andl@ita starlet Dominique Swai

drilling through the ice in Antartica. They soon come across a hidden tunnel which drops

0KSY KdzyRNBR& 2F TSSO o06a2 y20 ljdadS G2 GKS U
outside a massive underground complex.

This is no ordinary undergroundcompl€  y 2 GKF G (GKS@QNB dzadz f € @
run by Nazis. Not modern day citizens who have decided to follow the Nazi way of life, mind
you, but the actual same Nazis from the 1940s.

[ AGAY 3 Ay GKSANI dzy RS NH NP dzy ® stdylaliveiall theseSyeas@dS Y Iy
08 ANIFOGAY3I 20KSNJ LIS2L)X SQa alAy G2 GKSANI 02R
2y ' YAydziST I NByQi aoOASyGdAaadta LIS2L SK 51 RI

Worried that their colleagues have gone missing, another group of scie(iggtby Gary
.dzaSeQa az2y WFH1S0 RSOARS (2 32 t221Ay3a FT2N 0
themselves. Entering the German complex they meet Dr Josef Mengele.
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Thg scientists are told they have to work with the Nazis and helmtwéh their
SELISNAYSydGaz 2N o6S (AftSR YR KIS GKSANI a1A
Naturally, some object, and things get nasty.

I gl NYyAy3IY (GKS ySEG FS6 LI NI AN LKA | NB LI NI A
might want to skip fowvard a bit.

Three of the girls are sent to the shower room (remember, under the supervision of the guy
from Auschwitz). In a completely uncalled for scene, one of them is stripped and raped by
six Nazi zombies.

Another reveals to Busayg K 2 Q& IgfeddBothé@theiNazisti K § aKSQa LINB3y
with his child. He apologises and punches her in the face. The next cesdethis is no

word of a lie¢ sees her awake and screaming while Busey and a Nazi abort her foetus and

take its stem cells.

ThosesfY OStfta NS GKSy dzaSR G2 (A0l 2FF GKS ¥,
bring to life¢ and let me make sure | use the correct technical term lgeae=UCKING

a!{{L+x9 wh.h¢ I LEC[OWDP ¢KIGQA I 3IALl yatheW SOK & A
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spoilers are wondering where the fuck robot Hitler came from), but also have Josef fucking
aSyaStS 2NRSNAyYy3I &aSEdz £ @A 20fF§ySES dh (19 AQH KNI AN

Ultimately, the film suffes due to its insistence on controversial scenes. Its title and its
d0dzRA2Qa KSNAGEF3IS gAtt 0S Sy2daAK F2N) Y2ad G2
they do eventually get it they have to sit through a number of extremely uncomfortable

momentsto get there.

LQY 2Ny (KSy ® -Hitlkr$ arfiohgythe bestwork The Asyiuin hasR\er2
released, offering plenty of C@lelled action at its silliest. But the second act is so poorly
KFIyRt SR a2 G2yl ffeé ¢ NRymedditaLamsvdcy aA dSs (K|

Twoout of five

How to seeit



Nazis At The Center Of The Eadh be foundbn DVD and Bhay in both the UK and US. In
the UK it's got the alternative titlef Bloodstornthough it does occasionally also play on
the British vesion of SyFy with its original name.

Bits and pieces

wl don't want to get nitpicky buk really shout reiterate that a tunnel hundreds of feeto

the ground is nowhere near the 'Centre Of The Earth’, so if you watch this expecting
magmaencrusted Nazai from the Earth's core, | think you're going to be disappointed. Mind
you, if you willingly watch a film with a title like this expecting anything of real value then I'd
imagine disappointment has a recurring role in the TV show that is your life.

wRiglt at the end of the film, after the credits roll, you see Robot Hitler's hand move
slightly. Could we seeNazis At The Center Of The Ear?rChrist, | hope not.



Not Another Teen Movie (2001 )

Director: Joel Gallen
Starring:Chyler Leigh, Chris Evardgime Pressly, Eric Christian Olsen
d SiQa YIS tA1S I GNBS YRX ONYYOK® hdzi 27F |

Everyone has their guilty pleasures, ot Another Teen Movie certainly one of mine.

While there have been countless atrocious spoof movies released over the fplawing

the success obcary Movigthispissi I {S 2F (SSy FitA01la FNRY GKS
rare few that are actually genuinely funny.
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Hate About YouBring It OnAmerican Pi@and Cruel Intentionsire also aped. This also
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of Not Another Teen MoV plot. Star quarterback and -aund cool guy Jake Wyler (Chris
Evans)nakes a bet with his friend that he can turn the ugliest girl in a school into the prom

gueen. Théugliest girl chosen (in a school that features an albino hippie, a hunchback and
conjoined twins among its pupils) is Janey Briggs (Chyler Leigh), #otebatkloving girl

who is quite clearly attractive but is considered ugly because she wears glasses and has a
ponytail.

Cue a whole bunch of familiar scenes as Jake tries to convince Janey to like him and
accompany him to the prom. He takes her to ag@gnteen house party where she jumps

off the roof into a swimming pool (a Rmost Famous he tries to seduce her with a

GKALILISR ONBI Y 0A1 A yVarsity Buaegandfhis &tt6mpt td wiin herlovedi S NI &
by singing from the bleachers as slaéés an art class on the football field is straight out of

10 Things | Hate About Y.auhough on this occasion his song choice is far less successful.

Then there are the various cameos that should have people chuckling away. Melissa Joan
Hart ClarisséExplains It AllSabrina The Teenage Wijdives an important lesson on slow
clapping, Mr T gives some sage football advice and Molly Ringwald gives her true feelings on
GSSYyIFaISNE® LGQEA ONRfETAlIYiID

If you see this on TV or have access to the US versigattliix and spot it on there, try to
avoid that nagging doubt that suggests this is going to be an embarrassing pile of pish like
99% of the othethilarious spoof films directed bithe guy who made the tea on tHecary



Movieset. As one of the few prmer efforts released shortly aftédcary Movighis is one of
only a handful of truly decent examples of the genre before it all went to shit. Yes friends, |
have no shame in saying that | am a famNof Another Teen Movie

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit
Not Another Teen Movie available on DVD in both the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wl will fight to the death anyone who lumpéot Another Teen Movie with the other
abysmal spoof movies that have tried to cash irSmary Moviever the years. If you dare
assume thatNot Another Teen Movie in the same bottorof-the-bargainbin league as the
likes ofMeet The Spartan€pic MovieSuperhero Movig/ampires Sucénd (sigh)The 41
YearOld Virgin Who Knocked Up Sarah Marshatl Felt Supdad About If then you're
about as wrong as pickled onions in ice cream.

wlf you really want to get the most out dfot Another Teen Moviend want to ensure you'll
get most of the major jokes, watch the following films filShe's All Thaf he Breakdst

Club Varsity BluesCruel Intentions10 Things | Hate About Y,cdmerican BeautyPorky's
andFerris Bueller's Day Off



Paranormal Activity (2007)

Director: Oren Peli
Starring:Katie Featherston, Micah Sloat

MICAHc "What if we just get this Owjboard and we find out what it wants and then we
gveitg KI & AG gFylakK ¢KSy AdQa 3I2ySaoh

PSYCHIC'Because what it probably wants is Katie.

You wake up in the middle of the night. In the darkness you can just about make out a black
shadow standingal KS R22NX¥ LU0 R2SayQi Y20So LOGQA 2dza
close your eyes but when you open them again the shadow is still there. In a panic, you

slowly reach down to the side of your bed, being careful not to take your eye off the

shadow, andyrab your phone, turning it on. What little illumination it provides is just

enough to dimly light the room and reveah coat, hanging from the door. Relieved, you lie

back down again and close your eyes, but something lingers in your head that mesgbe,

maybe, the coat was a trick and the real monster is still quietly and invisibly watching over

you.

If you can relate to this sort of thing and have experienced similar moments before where
82dzQ@0S ySNB2dzat e aiddzRASR dthey didSthenPargnonin& S R NJ
Activitymay quite frankly scare the shite out of you, despite what'thig men say.

You know the sort of people | meathe ones who pipe up any tinmehe Exorcigs
YSYGA2y SR> 2dzal a2 (KRBacisOIys dXKdzniR gl 200K |4
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important when watching?aranormal ActivityBut more on that later.

The film follows Katie and Micah (the actors used their real names), a couple who have just

moved into a new place having beé&gether for three years. One day Katie decides to tell

Micah that when she was younger she experienced some paranormal gwmingsolving

IK2adGa FyR GKS fA1SZ FTYR GKFEG akKsSQa 3SaGiAay3
started happening in theihouse, such as the lights flickering and whatnot. Rather than

getting an electrician in, the excited Micah decides to go and buy a video camera so he can
document everything and pretend to be a ghost hunter. As the days pass, these incidents

become moreegular and more extreme, until it becomes clear that the otherworldly being

GKFG KFaatSR YFTGAS ¢6KSYy &AKS gl a | @2dzy3Qdzy K
kicking the haunting up a notch.

As you may have guessed by the whole video camera tRergyormal Activityis one of
those'found footage jobbies in the style of he Blair Witch Projectroll Hunterand
Cannibal Holocausty $ KA OK AGQa Of FAYSR GKFG GKS LIS2 LI



events actually happened. It opens with a messagharks to the parents of the two lead

characters for their caperation, and closes with a simple copyright message with no

credits whatsoever as if to suggest nobdaprked 2y A G FyR AdQa 2dzad az2)
couple shot themselves.

¢ KA A Acdsy, Oficoursek Raranormal Activith & &2 ¢St f Llzi (G23SGKS
really be paying attention to the camerawork to realise this, meaning the vast majority of
GASGSNE R2yQl 0SOldzaS (KS@QNB (22 odzaeé ¢l (0K

L y RS SR in paitiCusar whid tiiul} Help®aranormal Activityeel authentic. Since
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screen time and she does a wonderful job. It may sound like an insult that she never seems
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The other thing handled masterfully Faranormal Activitysits structure and pace. Fairly

early on the film makes its intended pattern clear to the audieick SNE Qf f 6S Rl & ( A
scenes where Katie and Micah interact with eacheothnd build our emotional investment

in them, followed by night scenes where spooky shit will happen, followed by more daytime
scenes where Katie and Micah discuss what happened the night before. This may seem like

' 02NARY3IZ N IA R lyxlaviedyzdesigizetiBo farwzyouriatieian oh @herdzl

things.

In fact, the whole film is laid out in a way to make sure your attention is fully directed at

what it wants you to be looking at. At night the camera is put up on a shelf and overlooks

thewhd S RIFNJ SYSR 0SRNR2YZI | yR 'rightyi@Sghasti Qa |j dzA O]
time' then your entire attention is focusednhcevery tiny aspect of the roond 2 dzQf f & O NXzii 7
every shadow, every hatth-makeout shape, every slight movement for signs bbsgtly

presence.

{ dZRRSyfteé& @&2dz FSStf €tA1S @2dz2QNB o6l O1 Ay @&2dzNJ N
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KF@gS (G2 1SSL) aljdzAydAy3a Ay atingiat hRd Wijr gensesy R ¢ K Sy
are heightened, meaning when something does happeand unlikeBlair Witchit does

actually happen regularly, be it in the form of a moving door, footprints appearing on the

floor, bedsheets moving or even loud roars and batmsing from downstairg the fear is

greatly amplified.

[ FGSNE 2dzad | a @& 2 dzQdaRimaisSing] digitihe idstBypoutine2it 0 KS T A
shakes things up and creepy stuff starts happening in broad daylight. A Ouija board bursts

into flames, a photograph smashes itself, and it slowly dawns on the audience that

everything they thought they knew was wrargjter setting its own rules and waiting for us

to accept and trust in therParanormal Activityras broken them, betraying our trust and

f SF@AYy3I dz& dzy OSNIFAY FEf 208SNIF3IFLAYyd ' yR GKI
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there to advancehe story, it does make it harder to feel sympathetic towards the far more

fA1SF6fS YFGAS a @2dz FSSt aKSQa oOoNAYy3IAyYy3I Al

The ending (the main theatrical one at least) is also a little disappointingngake of CGI

NAIKG d GKS SyR G2 32 F2NJ I OKSFLI a0 NB (KI
annoying'screametYouTube videos. For a film that so expertly delivers its suspense slowly

FYR LINRPINBaaAiAgdgSte (KNP dz3 kBedpitatticshrighDat thed-endfd€ 1 YS  {
a generic Hollywoodtyle'final screarm That said, it does have two other endings (one

involving the police and another with athreatt A G G Ay 30 6KAOK Oly o6S ¥2
really fare much better, so maybe tdisa 2dzad F FAfY GKIFG OFyQili NB
satisfying manner

LF¥ &2dzQNB PBaganoyhidl Adtigitypliease do ourself a favour and waithinder

the optimal conditions: lights out, sound up, no other distractidfigou watch this film

GAGK F ANRdzZL) 2F YIdSa 4G F LI NI& 2N AF AdQa
really paying attention, the impact will be lost. This is a film that requires your full attention

and really needs you to be studying every centimetre of iteest during the night scenes,

so in order to get the most out of it you need to have a completely silent environment, the

lights completely off and the sound up high enough that you can hear the slight buzz from

the camera during the night scenes. Watchki¢é that and you will be terrified, no matter

how much you lie about it to your pals afterwards.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Due to its huge worldwide succe$ranormal Activitgan be found dirt cheap these days
on DVD and Btmay. UnlikeThe Bla Witch Projectthis film was shot on a {def video
camera so Bhinay does make a difference.

Bits and pieces

wThe number of films with the word 'Paranormal’ in the title released siPa@normal
Activityis fairly shocking. Some of the more shamsksamples in the past couple of years
includeParanormakEntity, Paranormal DiarigdParanormal IncidenfParanormal Captivity
Paranormal AsylupParanormal Adoptioand Paranormal Xperience 3D

wParanormal Activitys the most profitable film of alirne in terms of percentage of return
on initial investment. Paramount acquired the rights to the film for $350,000 and it ended
up making $193 million.



Paranormal Activity 2 (2010)

Director: Tod Williams
Starring:Sprague Grayden, Brian Boland, Mollytipim, Katie Featherston, Micah Sloat
@S 2dzaid OFyQl St (GKAA | FFSOU &za (GKIF G YdzOK®

After the success dfhe Blair Witch Projecthe inevitable sequel followed. Rather than

sticking with what worked and going with ain@r low-budget handheld camera effort, the

filmmakers went with a big $15 million production that felt nothing like the original. It was a
Y2RSNI 4GS &4dz00Saa odzi Yz2ald Frya 2F GKS TFTANRIDG
another review). Naoubt with this in mind, the makers &aranormal Activitynstead

RSOARSR AF AlG gl ayQid o NP P&andrikaSActivity@&dee RY QG (G N
less the same as the first movie.

hyOS F3FAYy ¢SQ@S 320 | 028408 NIAPAYIs S @GBS H?2
whole thing captured on home video cameras (with security cameras chucked into the mix
too this time). Once again weird shit starts going down, and once again it seems clear that
GKSNBEQa a2YS a2Nll 2F RSY2y GSNNBNRaAy3d GKSYd

Unfortunately, Paranormal Activity 2eems to lose something that the original héte

sense of intimacy that made it so powerful. Whereas the original film simply consisted of a
couple moving in together for the first time, using a single stasaght camerdo record

the weird goingson that have started to happen, this time so many new elements are
introduced to try and add some variety. Instead though, they just make the situation more
complicated.

CKA& UGAYSI NI GKSNJ GKIyYy eodpeimoving tO2 ravtio®e PlusS QIS
their baby. Plus their their iear2 f R Rl dZZKUGSNJ FNRY (KS Kdzaol YR
their dog. Plus their Spanish maid. Plus the house has loads of security cameras installed.

t £ dza GKSNBQa v 2 ihabwingming pod.lPNRI® y¥oupleNdnh thedoriginal

film are back (this is mainly a prequel), as it turns out Katie is the sister of the new female
protagonist.

{2 y26 6SQ@S 32yS FTNRBY | FAf{Y GKIFIG KFER (g2 C
that has eight characters, one handheld camera and a house full of security cameras. While

the film manages to do a good job of keeping the same atmosphere as the original to a
RSINBSxT dzA GAYIFIGSte GKSNBQa 2dzad 0 %df YdzOK Ay T
YSFEYAy3 GKSNBQa (22 YdzOK GAYS aLISyld 62yRSNAY
for the tiny, subtle details that made the original so terrifying.

CKSNBQa y2 f2y3aISNI I 1S@& INBIFI Ay (KS K2dzaSsz |
every time they see it. The original had the famous shot of the bedroom, with the-night

vision cam overlooking the entire room and just glimpsing the hallway, where the audience

were subconsciously guided to fix their eyes firmly each time they heardtépste€oming



up the stairs. It was clear that any time we saw the bedroom there could be trouble. This

GAYS 68 O02dzZ R SELSOGAY3I Al FTNRY (G(KS olFo6e&Qa N
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much to keep an eye on.

LG fta2 2RRfeé& R2SayQi aSSyYy [[dzadS Fa akKz201Ay3
original film. While theifst 50 minutes of the sequel pass without much incident, once it

3SGa 3F2Ay3T @2dz2Q@S 3F20 LIS2LX S ISGGAYy3I RNI I3TSR
crib, the dog getting attacked, a ridiculous shalyn scene in the basement reminiscent of

.REG@nda big scare moment involving kitchen drawers and cupboards. Yet despite all this |
YIFYylF3SR (2 &atSSLI az2dzyRfe Fd yAIKG FFGSNI g1 GC
the original.
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original film by starting off with peaceful nights and slowly ramping up the tension night by
night, but it takes things too far by offering®? t AGGt S F2NJ (22 f2y3Jod . @&
the same still shot of the pool for the eighth time it slowly begins to dawn on you that
GKSNBEQ&a LISNKFLA F f28 2F LI RRAyilding. {1 Ay 3 LI I C
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This suspicion is confirmed whattimately nothing happens in the pool, other than a hokey
‘revelation that the pool cleaner equipment slides out the pool each night. Even then we

R2y QG 3SG G2 éAdySaa AG F2N 2dzNBSE @2Sa Fa Al
film: insteadwe have to watch it over the shoulders of the characters as they check back the
security footage.

If nothing elseParanormal Activity & proof that its predecessor was just the perfect blend
of shocks and subtlety. Much like a game of Buckaroo, lrygtitp add too many things to

the mix it just ends up all over the place. Despite an interesting final ten minutes, which act
as both a prologue and epilogue to the original film, this is a shadow of thé&ranhormal
Activity. And just a normal shadowpt a creepy demon shadow.

Twoout of five

How to seeit

Paranormal Activity & out on DVD and Bhay. As with the original, the handheld stuff is
filmed on an HD camcorder so the Bay really does make a difference at times, but the
introduction d blurry security camera footage makes it a little less essential.

Bits and pieces

wTo dateParanormal Activity holds the record for the biggest US opening weekend for a
horror film ever, earning $41.5 million. Given that it cost $3 million to makkmomote,

it's no wonder Paramount keeps churning them out.

wBrian De Palma, the director Garrie was originally considered to direct tisequel That
would have been pretty bloody interesting.



Peex AAGO " EC (1983)A1T OOOA
Director: Tim Burton

Sarring: Paul Reubens, Elizabeth Daily, Diane Salinger, Mark Holton

PEBWVEE."¢ KSNB Q& | f2ddl )\yzla Fo2dzi YS @&2dz R2Yy
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understand.”
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Though he was something of a household name in America during the 1980scBee

Herman was never really that famous in the UK. This is no doubt because hidaverth

OK A f RNFBRE&HS SN2 4 Was Bele givénShe nati@h exposure as it was in the

States, instead relegated to an earhorning spot on therobscure satellite channel
bAO1St2RS2y Ay (GKS SIFINIié RFHeéea 2F {l1eé&d ¢KS !V
was popular enough to spawn two films (this aid T Peewee) with a brand new third

one on the way courtesy of Judd Apatow.

Peeg SSQa . A Zelld the@tSrydi MaKild Peewee Herman (Paul Reubens) and

his quest to find his missing bike. Pe@ee is obsessed with gadgets and gizmos, and his

houseAda f AGGSNBR gAGK FEf YIYYSNI2F 6SANR | yR
bike that he holds dearest to his heart, much to the annoyance of his rich neighbour Francis.

After heading into town and popping into a local joke shop-Ree returrs to discover his

O0A1S KlFha 0SSy auz2tSyo | SFNIONR|SYy> KS @2pa
justice.

L ¥ @& 2 dzQ NBveg/Hemnan]tBe chata&er may at first seem a little odd. From his

squeaky voice to his bizarre array of laughs,Qéu 6 S F2NHA GSYy F2NJ FSSE A
you watch him brush his teeth with an oversized toothbrush then completely cover his face

with sticky tape. His childish sense of humour soon grows on you though, and by the time

KSQad ONIOlkwaLaADK27f 828z I NS odzi 6KIF O Y LE 2
away with him.

The film is essentially a series of-p&tces as Pewee finds himself travelling across

I YSNAOI (2 FTAYR KAd 0A1S Ay ¢SEla& WylatiSNI 0SA
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attempt to win them over and avoid a kicking.

& ¢AY . dzNI 2 y QOReesFRSASNIIO (. 2ANSS MisRingReg/Ohditt&dark and
gothic imagery that his later work would become synonymous with, but there are still the
odd scenes that are clearly Burtonesque. The sequence in whiclv@edreams of his bike



being stolen by a bunch of evil clowns and then dunked in a pool of lava by a massive robot
is one such example of future Burton shining through.

¢ KS T A Yryanindids vire Wrilliants|&pstick humour as Reee finds himself being

chased by guards through Warner Bros Studios and causing trouble in all sorts of movie sets
FYR FALfY aKz220ae LGQA || ONREEAFY(dIZ KAl NR2dz
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Despite its age and its deliberately childish sense of hunieeg SS Q& . A dsa RSy (i dz
hilarious film that still manages to hold its own. As the first ever BuEtiman
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this is a treat. Perhaps if more people in the UK had $amyp SS Q& . A DorhisAB S y (i dzNE
aK2g GKSYy KAa OKIFNIOGSNI g2dzt R KI @S 0SSy Y2NEB
a cut favourite on these shores and one you should certainly check out if you fancy a laugh.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

You can gePeewee's Big Adventuren DVD or Blway in the US but in the UK it can't be
bought standalone. The only way to gettBritain is as part of the Tim Burton Collection
box set (on either Bluay or DVD), which contains the film as welBasman Batman
Returrs, Charlie and the Chocolate Factddyveeney ToddCorpse BrideMars Attacksand
Beetlejuice

Bits and pieces

wlt saddened me (though didn't completely surprise me) to find out that the shopping
district Peewee visits near the start of the film has completely changed in appearance since
the film was shot. There's a YouTube video doing the rounds that showsewigtthing

looks like now. Sadly, Chuck's Bix&Ramag the bike shop that plays a pivotal role in the

film ¢ is now a mobile phone shop.

wPaul Reubens went on to star as Reee in another filng Big Top Pe&veec but although
these films are what hesest known for in the UK, in the US he was more famouB éer
wee's Playhousd used to be obsessed with this kids' TV show (which aired early in the
morning on the UK version of Nickelodeon way back in its first few months), which saw
man-child Peewee piss around in a house filled with talking furniture. The set design was
bizarre, and it's little wonder: a young Rob Zombees a production assistant on the show.



Phantom Of The Paradise (1974 )

Director: Brian De Palma
Starring:William Finley, Paul Wiams, Jessica Harper, Gerrit Graham

2212 tKAfOAYD® L Y | LINRPFSaaAz2ylfo L KIF@S
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if you were somehow able to execute a bizarre fatay crossbreed betweenThe Phantom
Of The Operdgaust The Picture Of Dorian Grapd The Roky Horror Picture Shaw

Now, this one has a hell of a lot going on during the first 45 minutes so bear with me here,
0SOlFdzasS Yeé L 20 adzyYINEQa 3I2Ay3 G2 o6S f2y3ISN

The film stars lanky, pepyed William Finley as Winslow Leach, a singer angosar
trying to make it big in the music industry.

One night, while performing as a support act for deop rock & roll nostalgia act The Juicy
Fruitsq who he despises, incidentaliyWinslow catches the ear of famed record producer
Swan (played by singsongwriter Paul Williams).

{6y GKAYla 2Ayatz26Qa YdzaAO g2dzZ R 0S LISNFSOI
0dzi KS RzééYQu GKAY 1l 2Ayaft 2g-hédmantakes NJ |j dzI £ A
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regarding a possible record deal.

' FUSNI KSENRY3I y20KAY3I F2NI 6KAES | yR S@Syidz t
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sing hs song at the opening night of the Paradise.

Unhappy that his song is being used without his credit, Winslow tries to complain but is
0SFGSY dzLd 6@ {é6lyQa KSYOKYSY FyRX FNI}IYSR F2N
in Sing Sing prison.

This iswhere it starts to get a bit silly. After six months in Sing &ithgring which time all
his teeth have been removed and replaced with steel ones as part of afandad
experiment¢ Winslow hears one of his songs on the radio being sung by the Juitsy Fru

D2Ay3 o0SNBSN] = KS [dd 1 I 3Jdz2 NRX oNBlF1a 2d
fI S S | a4 RSaldNReAy3d (GKS Wwdzi C
An accident with a record press, however, results in Winslow melting half of his face and,
fleeing from the police, he plunges himself into a river, presumed dead. But obviously not



actually dead because that would be a bullshit movie (not to mention an extremely short
one).

Eager for revenge, the hideously scarred Winslow (now wearing a helmet} heshe

balcony of the Paradise and tries to kill the Juicy F(nisv known as the Beach Bunvgth

a bomb while they rehearse for the opening night. Swan confronts Winslow and cuts him a
deal.

KFa G2 F3INBS 1 2ckéand®y tolsébbtagalthey FANBRGE & X
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also give Winslow the recording conttde wants, promising to use all manner of
electronic gizmos and dedahs at the studio to restore his original singing voice.

t KSgod L O2dzZ R 32 2y 2 odzii GKIFGQa NBLFffe adnaftf
the craziness that ensues.

Without going into too much detaiPhantom Of The Paradisentinues to introduce a
variety of mental plot points and other bizarre asides, including a deal with the devil, a
vampirethemed band who cuts off fake limbs while performing, magical ageing
photographs and a glasrock junkie singer called Beef.

All of this is presented in typical Brian de Palma fashion, with all manner of weird and
wonderful camera angles and, at one point, his signature-spigen effect (more famously
used later inCarrie.

Being a musical, the film also packs a number of songs into-itar@te runtime. These

az2y3aa olfft gNROGGSY o0& {6y I OlG@askihdtherdzf 2 Af € Al
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Juicy Fruits, the aforementioned Beef and said vampire band.

Actingwise, theperformances are fairly solid throughout, with the star of the show

dzy R2dzo t SRf & 06SAy3 DSNNAG DNIKIFIY |a .SSTo | SC
consistently hilarious during this time with his overblown utemmesleading to

numerous lagh-out-loud moments.

LGQa GKS tKIFIyid2Y ¢K2 NBYFIAYya Ay (0KS YSY2NE |
necessarily for all the right reasons.

William Finley puts in a solid stint as Winslow, but as soon as the helmet goes on he starts
puttingonthe mos2 ASNX @ RNI YI 0A O LISNF2NXI yOS &2dzQf t ¢
asked to endure continuous shots of him looking aghast and agape at the drop of a hat.
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may not have developed the same cult following as the likd®ooky Horrok G Q& a G Af € |
fantastically eccentric film that you really have to see.

Interestingly, as a sideote, the film did inspire two young boys who, after becoming
friends when they we thirteen, ended up seeing the film more than twenty times in the
cinema.

9Y Il Y2dZNBR gA0GK (GKS tKFIyd2YQa O2adGdzyS 2F | €S
similar outfit for their electro house music performances. You might have heard of them: a
little-known French duo called Daft Punk.

Fourout of five

How to seeit

Phantom Of The Paradises recently released on Btay in the UK by the eveeliable

Arrow Video, complete with nearly three hours of interesting extras including anloagr

interviSg Ay GSKAOK tldzZ 2AffAFYA A& [dzSaitdAz2ySR o
OdzZNNByilife y2 55 @GSNARAZ2Y Ay (GKS !'Yd 1'a F2NI!
20th Century Fox.

Bits and pieces

wlf you're a fan oPhantom Of The Paradiyou may feel at home living in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada. The film was a massive flop when it was first released theatrically but,
bizarrely, Winnipeg was the only place in North America where it was a success, staying on
cinema screens for monttedter others ditched it

wThe film features a band that keeps reinventing itself over the course of the story. At the
start of the movie they're doavop band The Juicy Fruits but later on they switch to surf
music and become the Beach BurAster Swan attemis to murder them, they then change
again, this time to glam/Goth band The Undeads.
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Director: Carl Monson

Starring:Buck Kartalian, Lynn Lundgren, a load of other people shagging

HENRY"Welf = GKIFGQa YmgNRSNI 2NJ a2YSUGKA

EVE; "Never heard of a pht getting arrested, have you?"

Henry Fudd (which is an even more appropriate name in Scotland) is a weird bastard. He
spends his lunch break spying on couples having sex, then after work he goes back home,
where he livesvith his possessive mother, and locks himself in his room, the walls of which

are covered with pages of porno magazines. Oh, and he has a plant called Eve that eats
people.

t £ SFasS 52y Qiis @dentiallpalovwadgdl mipSfiT Little Shop Of étrors, only
0l a Al Qa 'SeIN@taidedKBidRlarrg Novak) with moreex sceneand less quality.
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increasingly larger food, starting with flies and upgrading to frogs, dogs and eventually

people, including; you guessed ] SY NB Q& Y2 i KS N

LiQa I ad2NB O0KFG YAIKEI KIOS 0SSofcoigeNiS Ay (SN
already had),but £t S| &S 5 2y Qis eOblcket af @ish. Back Kagahln is a bizarre
actortowatchA 1 Qa Of SIF NJ §KS FAf{ Y A dbuthamakd@soBeRr (2 0S
truly odd facial expressionspnstantlychewing the scenerfliterally, at times).
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and its movement is so limited (its mouwth2 @Sa | yR GKFdQa AG0 GKIFGO A
off-camera (complete with ovethe-top slurping sound effects and unconvincing whimpers

from the victim).

5Aa0NI OGAay3atexr AG Ffaz asSsSvya G2 GKAyl AdQa |
this film for seemingly no reason, and it goes surprisingly far too (you see-ladaatéd

handjob at one point). It contributes nothing to the plot whatsoever, meaning we have to

keep seeing shots of Henry watching them every ten seconds, gurningianahgrlike a

five-year old watchingron Man

Ultimately, this is the worst thlng abottf SIFasS 52y Qi ltteds to beeathumbe (i K S NJ
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comedy it suffersbyndt OG dz t t @8 06SAy3a OSNE Fdzyyeod 2 KSy Al
adzFFSNE 0SOldzasS AdGQa y20G aoOFNER Ay GKS aftA3akKi
 Olidz tte &aKz2g¢g G(KS aldFF &2dzQR SELISOG G2 asSs
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imagine).

This is sadly another case ofatowdzZR3 S FAE Y GKIF G R2SayQid tA@GS
2 KFGS@OSN) @2dz R23X R2y QiU LI &plaiangser aidzdoma &S A G =
the sansclothes'actressesg K2 a Gl NJ Ay AGX &2dzQff FAYR Al KI

One and a halbut of five

How to seeit

t £ SIFAS 52y Qiis dly availabR in the WiKKaS pait of The Harry Novak Collection
Vol3alongwh¢ KS t A 31 S S LABNIESSInfI IDwzdtKatigByNdhew how to
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the disc with trailers and other short films as they usually do.

Bits and pieces
wThe similarites toLittle Shop Of Horroe no accident: this was fully intended to be a
softcore take on Roger Corman's cult classic.

wBuck Kartalianwho plays Harry Novajqgined the film fresh from a small role @onquest
Of The Planet Of The Ap&swhich heplayed a gorilla.



The Prophecy (1995)

Director: Gregory Widen

Starring:Christopher Walken, Elias Koteas, Virginia Madsen, Eric Stoltz, Viggo Mortensen,
Moriah Snyder
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feel like itq rip the souls from little girls. And from now until kingdom come, the only thing
you can count on in your existence is never understanding why.
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advantage in their holy war.
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by all accounts, a bit of a hard man and a complete prick, as most men who peel the faces

off Chinese soldiers tend to be. The angels believe that with this soul, theynedly win

the war in Heaven.

Good angel Simon finds the soul first, and hides it by placing it inside a little girl called Mary.
Meanwhile, fallen angel Gabriel (Walken) is Iooking for it too and is perfectly willing to rip

Y A s oA = oz
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Christopher Walken is by far the best thing ab®be Prophecyand probably the main

reason the film spawned fout S1j dzSf & oG 62 2F G6KAOK 2+t 1Sy NBI
3SydzaaySte ONBSLER IYyRX Ay GNHMzS 21t {1{Sy adagetsSs
ASyYydziySt e FFyaINE gAIGK GKS KdzYlya KS Sy O02dzyiSN
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round. Elias Koteas puts in a reasonable shift as the police detectinggbirg with his own
lack of faith and his religious past, but you never really feel for him.

Meanwhile, Virginia Madsen puts in more or less the same effort as she Gahidlyman

GKAOK Aa G2 aleée y2i0 0KIFIG YdzORE DaAdzt Rx YR ! & REN
then wishing she was Gillian Anderson, then remembering that Gillian Anderson was pretty
wooden too, then ultimately deciding that it would still probably have been worth having
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like the filmmakers just went to a central reservation, found some Naiwericans and

LI AR OUKSY | ¥S¢ GK2dzal yR o0dz01a G2 2dzad aira o
souls coming out of children, bodies bursting into flames or cars driving through the side of

their homes, they just sit in the background not botheringhe slightest.

Luckily, acting asid€he Propheck a y Qi (22 o6l R® 2 KAES AdGa LX 240
places its tongue in its cheek from time to time, with funny dialogue keeping things

entertaining (when Madsen tells Walken to go to Hell, hehNshah f @ NBLJX A S&a a1l St @
| SF@Sy o (i tSFrad 3SG GKS TALO2RS NRAIKGEOD D ¢K
lastminute addition of Viggo Mortensen who turns up as Lucifer to fuck about with things.
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Christopher Walken, wars in Heaven or catatonic Native Americans. Walken does save it

from being a complete borefest but even the inimitable delightkisfstopstart dialect

OF y Qi GdzNy afimAyid2 +y SaaSyda

Twoout of five

How to seeit

The Prophecig only available in DVD in the UK, either as a standalone release or as part of
The Prophecy Collection box set, which also includes the second and third films. In the US
it's on DVD and Bltay, eithe on its own or as part of the Prophecy Complete Collection

box set featuring all five films in the series.

Bits and pieces

wThere were adtal of five films (to date) ithe Prophecyseries. If you want to collect them
all you're looking foiThe Propheg The Prophecy,The Prophecy 3: The Ascertie
Prophecy: Uprisingnd The Prophecy: Forsaken

wAlthough he doesn't star in too many horror films, Christopher Walken has still dainbled
the genre from time to time. He starred in Stephen KiAdis [@ad Zoneand was also the
Headless Horseman Bieepy Hollow



Psycho Il (1983)

Director: Richard Franklin
Starring:Anthony Perkins, Meg Tilly, Vera Miles
A R2y QiU (Af€E LIS2LX S IyeY2NB®

NOTE: Spoilers for the origirRdychamheadR2 Yy Qi NEBER2 & REYQUAFY 26 62 NJ
want to know) who the killer is in the original film.

2 KSYy Al O2YSa G2 &aSldsSta ONBFGSR f2y3 | F3iSNJ
beatPsycho lIReleased a massive 23 years after the origtsgithothe only thing egn

more amazing than this hefty gap is that despite the number of years that have passed the
sequel still sees the return of Anthony Perkins in the lead role of Norman Bates.

Having spent more than two decades in a psychiatric hospital after the incidetite first

FAEfYS b2NXIY Aad NBfSIFIASR 2y 322R 0SKIF @A 2dzNJ |
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he committed two murders and start living there again, but thgoe have it.

In an attempt to integrate him back into society and get him living a normal life again,
b2N¥IyQa R20G2NJ 3SéGa KAY | 2206 G | f20Ff RA
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room at his motel and they become friends. The end.
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¢ KS @& QNXB . Youlsked, NormausrhalR have been released on good behaviouhatut
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bars between his predominantly riased meals.
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approve of her somanging around with a young woman and seemingly wants Norman to

kill Mary. But is he really going mad again, or is someone messing around in the background

in an attempt to make Norman lose his mind once more?
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once again the best thing aboBsychotb ! f 1 K2dzZAK | AGOKO201 Qa aSya
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something truly specia] Perkins is still a treat to watch.
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amends but still plagued by thevents of 1960.
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Psycho lémulates its predecessor in one respect, in that it introduces a fairly big twist long
0ST2NBE (KS FTAfYQa 20SNX® 2KSNBlFa GKS FTANROG TA
45 minutes in, shocking audiences worldwide second sheds a disturbing light on Mary
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too, but after befriending Norman she begins to feel sorry for him and becomes convinced

KSQa Ayy 2 Oy hattle betekza MadySumtiher mum, as the former tries to stop

the latter from turning Norman cuckoo again.

Some may say this twist comes too early, but it does throw an interesting spanner into the
works as otherwise the easy conclusion to come to Midae that Norman has indeed lost it.
This way a very real element of doubt is introduced.

Psycho Ilnay not have been anywhere near as successful as its iconic predecessor, but that
R2SayQd YSry AGQa  R2R3Ie aS[@Ay3a d&y ia akiz2dd R
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happened to Norman Bates after the first film.
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decades afteits last appearance.
Threeout of five

How to seeit

At the time of writing, the only way to get an-print versionPsycho lin the UK is by

buying the Psycho Collection DVD box set, which contains all four Psycho movies. In

America, there are a few optiongicluding:  / 2 £ £ S O 2-D@rsich,Rastardt® y . f dz
DVD version and a DVD box set featufsgcho Jlllland|V.

Bits and pieces

wAlfred Hitchcock was known for making cameo appearances in many of his films, so to pay
tribute to the legendary directoPsycho lalso features a ‘cameo’ of sorts. Whiiorman

opens the door to his mother's bedroom for the first time, a shadow of Hitchcock's famous
‘profile’ silhouette can be seen on the wall.

wA furtherfour Psychdilms were made after thif?sycho INvas a continuation of the
Psycho Istoryline wrereasPsycho IV: The Beginniwgs a prequel showing Norman's
childhood. Then there was an NBC movie in the '80s cBéges Motel in which Norman's
former asylum roommate inherits the moteand the 1998emake by Gus Van Sant,
which... well, ét's na talk about that because it makes me sad.



Religulous (2008)

Director: Larry Charles
Starring:Bill Maher
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Bill Maher is no stranger to controversy, butReligiloushe tries to take it to the next level
by discussing, criticising and mocking every religion he can thinisaally to the faces of
those deeply involved with said religions.

C2NJ (0 KS NI aGimdGamholit wes raised dathdfic, went to a Catholic school,
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ago is still valid?
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some others arel generally live my life by some of its teachings (alltieegood to each

other stuff, basicdl @ 0 'y R GKIFGQa GKIFIid LQY LISNFSOGte O
Catholics than me though, or those who are Jewish, Muslim, Mormon or what have you. Bill

al KSNJ AayQuao

Religilousees Maher travelling around the world, meeting with various watking

religious types and generally criticising their faith, asking them awkward questions and

butting in every time they try to answer so he can make a wry comment to make them feel
F¢g16FNR® LIQa (GKS R20dzYSy Gl NB Sldimednd Syad 27F
telling their whole family their living room smells like dead people.
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good questions and discussion points, but he undermines this by using unfamidaes to

help enforce his own point. As well as his aforementioned continuous interruptions while
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after the interview is over, and he often deliberately interviedws most extreme divisions
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parishioners for large donations.
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part in the film by telling them it was calle¥ Spiritual Journegnd was going to be pro
religion.
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And when he starts to approach the subject of the Musliithfahe apparently fearless

Maher suddenly starts pusdgoting around it and is far less critical.
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IsReligulousunny? Yes, it is. Is it worth watching? Yes, if only because it encourages a lot of
thought and Maher does make somerwinely interesting points at times. But is it a fair
and respectful documentary about modern faith? Not in the slightest.

Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
Religulouss available on DVD only in the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wWhile I'm on aant against notable figures mocking religion, fuck Ricky Gervais too. While
| love his work and was as big a farTbe Officeand Extrasas you could ever hope to find, |
strongly object to him using his fame to mock Christians on Twitter. Everyonélscbit

their own religious beliefs (or, indeed, to have none) but | hate people who condescend
those whose beliefs happen to be different. He acts like-gelat-old who's just discovered
what atheism is and suddenly thinks he's enlightened.

wWell, tha escalated quickly.



Resurrecting The Street Walker (2009 )

Director: Ozgur Uyanik
Starring:James Powell, Tom Shaw, Lorna Beckett
A QY GNBAY3I (2 YI$ES YeaStF AyRAALISyYyalotSo

The mockumentary has been done so many times now that it would take someititatiy
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Street Walkemanages this on an incredibly low budget and left me very impressed with the
results, despite it ultimately not being the zombie prostituiienfl thought the title was

promising.
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runner at a small production company in London in the hope that his hard work will
eventually get him noticed and eventually movenhiip the filmmaking ladder.
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Street Walkera (fake) 1980s video nasty that was ultimately never finished when the cast

and crew went AWOL. Sensing an opportunity to enakhame for himself, James convinces

his boss to let him film the remaining scenesTbe Street Walkeandbring itoutl & & G K S
FAfY GKIFIO 61 a ySOSNI NBfSIFIASReéd aSlygKAT ST Wl
a documentary following James asstarts work on his project.

Eventually the pressure starts to get to James and he starts losing his grip a little. The early
aK2ta KS FAfyYa R2y QG YSSO GKS FLILINRGIHE 2F KA
assistant (who both despises andlespised by James) to oversee the rest of the

production. A shoot in a basement goes wrong as something catches fire and the crew is

trapped underground in darkness while they try to escape. A couple of weeks later, one of

the actresses dies from an astmattack. And on top of all this, James and Marcus start to

get the feeling that the origingtreet Walkefilm may have actually been a snuff movie,

which would explain the absence of the cast and crew.

Despite the lowbudget nature of the filmResurreting The Street Walkeloes make for
O2YLIStftAYy3d GASgAYI G GAYSad ¢KS YIlI22NAGe
0StASOIrofS LISNF2NXYIyOSa oiGKz2dzaK | O2dzJ S=
A G Q dpacgdSHraughout, and the endingso often a problem point with this genre, as

Troll Hunterand The Blair Witch Projegirove( is actually really effective and disturbing
without being gory or gratuitous.

2 ¥
t A

| was pleasantly surprised Resurrecting The Street Wallker L & Of @s$t &llbtdf RA Ry Qi
Y2y Se G2 YIS odzi G4KIFIG Of SINIe& RARYQlO YIFGaGS
creepy little mockumentarwithin-aY 2 O1 YSYy G NB GKIF 1Qa ¢Sttt 62N
something different.

N
K



Fourout of five

How to seeit
This littlebeauty is only available on DVD in the UK at the moment: it isn't oralgland it
isn't out in the US.

Bits and pieces

wlf you were hoping for something a little more literal from the title, | instead recommend
you check ouFrankenhookeran '80s genm which a lonely chap does indeed resurrect a
number of street walkers to create a prostitute Frankenstein's monster.

wSadly, neither directoDzgur Uyanikor lead actordJames Powell have been involved in
any other feature films in the five years sinihis was released. | hope this changes, because
both showed real promise in this.



The Ring (2002)

Director: Gore Verbinski
Starring:Naomi Watts, Martin Handerson, Brian Cox, David Dorfman, Daveigh Chase
oMy wife was not supposed to have a child.

ISISYR KFra Al GKSNXQa || R2R3I& GARS2 GlF LIS R2A)
y2 O2@0SNX» LT @&2dz ¢ OK Al &2dzOQNB LINBASYiGSR ¢
FFGSNI 6KAOK GKS LIK2yS gAff NAofrAlyolthatyd? dzNJ K 2 dza
KIS aS@Sy Rl e&a G2 tAOSd {dzNB Sy2dzAKI 2yS 4S5
AaSONBlO YR R2 gKIG @2dzOQNB adzllJll2aSR (2 R23I @2
anti-piracy campaigns are getting a little hegwynded.

OfO2dzNES LQY Lzt f Ay3 @2dzNJ £ ST @2dz OKSS1@& @&2c
tape inThe Ringthe American remake of the cult Japanese favouRitegu When journalist

wlk OKSt Qa o02FG0a0v yASOS ¢ §OKSaepar&tedyati I LIS & A
SEFOdte G(KS alryS GAYSz whkOKSt RSOARSa G2 A&
watching the tape first to see if the same thing will happen to her, naturally.

0 K
Y%

Those who know me well will know | have a general dislike for remakes/abh majority

lack that certain spark their precursors had, changing what made them special and worth
remaking in the first place in order to fit them into a more modern or regionally relevant

setting. The Rings one of those few examples that, whildélstot quite managing to live up

G2 0KS 2NAIAYI TS R2SayQid R2 AG | RA&ZASNBAOS
NBYF{Sa GKIFIGd LQR | Oldzatfte NBO2YYSYR (2 &az2vySsSz2
would if someone had shat in theioadster.

The main difference between the two versions is in the second act. While the Japanese film

has its female protagonist discovering the story of Sadako, a young girl shunned by society

for her powers who ultimately uses them for evil purposes towg¢those who punished

her, the remake instead tells the tale of Samara, a girl who was very much evil in the first

LI | OS® wl OKSt Qa Ay@SadAalr dAz2y :afarmBnere KSNI (2 |
{FYFINIQ&a FILOGKSNI aldAff Tf KAGARI KAk E8Ra0 RSERE
dadzA OARS® LGQ&a Fft | oAl YA&ASNIofSs NBLIHffego

CKFiQa ¥y¥aliAagQal Bl Yy RDEWRSE 53 NIEA WAYRQE 2RZONS O A
T StEtAQa OAYSYFG23INI LIKE | NB &dzZLJSNDSndbsAGK St
more gloomy, rainy scenes than a Noah biopic. The soundtrack by Hans ZiGlatkator,

The Dark KnighiThe Lion Kings haunting, with its simple nursery rhyme theme repeated
throughout andcreepilysung at times by Samara herself.

Where the remakedalls apart a little however is in the way it feels the need to pander to its
audience. In the origin®ingE Yl yeé 2F (KS FAtyYyQa f20F0A2ya |
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AYF3ISNE 2y (GKS GFLISET YR AGQa SELISGSR GKI
time or during repeated viewings) will pick up on these images andifeslttiedby them.

TheRiNg YSIygKATSSY R2SayQid ¢glyd G2 dGr1S GKS OK
2y (KS&AS a0SySa o0S@Sy (K2daAK ¢ seqa@ngdladder NI Y 2 N
f SFYAy 3 | 3l Ay &tieatéd togalfldstiback db theNdslderibkiiyyshown on the

GFrLISe® {IYS 32Sa gA0K gKSYy akKS tSINya 2F {I Yl
the attention of a particularly jumpy horse on a shifheseare only a handfulof examples

in a film that constantly nudges us in the arm and sélyey, remember? Remember you

al ¢ GKIFIG 0STF2NBK hy G(GKS GFLISK wSYSYOSNK LG &

The infamous twist ending is also ruined a litileneedless CGI effects and a silly car chase

scene cut in the middle to break the tension. Without giving too much away, the Japanese
2NRAIAYLFE QA SYRAYy3I 62Nl SR I t20G 0SGGSNI 0SSOl dza
about to happen it was already-hLILJISY Ay 3 YR @2dz RARY QG KI @S (]
inserting a car chase scene halfway through, the remake gives the audience a chance to

A GKSN) GKSANI 6K2dzAKdas RAISaG oKIG GKSEQ@OS a
about to happen next.

2 KAES AGQa I NBaeRARFIZEY OB Y| dzZSES (KRISWIZaS (G2 Y
film in terms of atmosphere, mood and subtlety. It certainly comes much closer to its

LINBERSOS&da2NNa ljdzZ tAGe GKIYy 20KSNI NBY#RSAA REQ
keen on subtitles or confusing Japanese mythology then this is still a very good alternative.

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit

The Rings available on DVID the UK, where you can alsetgt in a twopack withThe Ring
2. No twopack in the US but the presence of a-Bly version is more than sufficient
consolation.

Bits and pieces

wALt the time of directingrhe RingGore Verbinskonly had a couple of directing credits to
hisname Lee Evans comedousehuntand Brad Pitt filnThe Mexicanlt all took offafter
The Ringhough, whenjust one year latehe took on directing duties for a small ldvwdget
indie film calledPirates Of The Caribbean: The Curse Of The BlackYRaarhay have heard
of it.

wAs a bigoonnie Darkdan, it was odd for me seeing Daveigh Chase (the girl who played

Donnie's little sister) in the role of the evil Samara. When it gets to the bit where the viewer

is watching surveillance tapes in which she's being interviewed by psychiatrists, | kept

expecting her to resort to heDonnie DarkNR2 f S | YR | a3 A& &KEIPG U A | FdzC



The Rise And Fall Of A White Collar Hooligan (2012)

Director: Paul Tanter
Starring:Nick Nevern, Simon Phillips, Rita Ramnani
@ SAYy3 | K22t A3y A&y QrauchH moré toinpliGated tBam thét. A FS 2 NJ |

52y QG 0SS F22f SR o0& (TKeRisa And Faf Of 2 WhadllKrHéoligany ST 06 S
is as much about the ins and outs of football hooliganisftesSimpsoris about the inner

workings of a nuclear power piai Yes, you do see the odd spot of layabout soccer yobbery

odzi Ay G2a4F€t Ad GIF1Sa dz2LJ FNRPdzyR np aSO2yRa 2
alargea OF £ S ONBRAG OFNR a40FY: (K2dAK 200A2dzaf &
footbh £ € K22t A3l yAAY & FhelRkd Anddrall Qi KTVIScarimeA 3y Qi O €

¢CKS FTAEfY (Sffa GKS au2NB 2F aA|1S> | F2200l f f
much money. His failoo-understanding girlfriend is trying her best to keep higitspup but
KS NBIFIfAasSa AdQa 2yfte | YIFLGGSNI2F GAYS o0SF2N

meets Eddie, an old mate of his, during one of his hooligan outings. Eddie tells him about a
Ll2adA060fS R2R3I& RSIt K ihak&Bikedich K ye@aBdedepRcer vy I 2
of the action too.

It involves taking hundreds of cloned debit cards anithdrawinga few hundred pounds

out of each cash machine with them. In time Mike, along with the other guys working

together on the scheme, withake millions for a mysterious boss man, who in turn will pay

GKSY (K2dzal yRa yAIK(GT & AT2 NI SKOS tdzdASy T AY/daiSP (! KySR |
belong to anyone, only the banks are being screveel God knows they deserve it, eh?

Naturally, KAy 3a& R2y Qi 32 1jdzAGS | O0O2NRAYy3I G2 LI y>
and able to live a lavish lifestyle of cocaine and hookers (all while his far too accommodating
girlfriend looks on concerned), it all eventually goestips comingto &K S R g KSy KSQa
nabbed by the police in a foreign country.

2 KAETS AGQa | FLANI @ RSOSy(d L) PhédRideyiridl Falll Ofda | LJL
White-Collar Hooligatis just packed with clichéd and uninspiring scenes. Even the poster

tagline (vhich is paraphrased in the film, as seen in the quote above) has been churned out

a million times before.

9SSy ¢2NRESS AGQa A YL &aA odrofagonigtwhb B,Jjdite | y& &2 NI
FNFyltez | O2YLX SGS LINREUER ¢S | FAIAGRS Zi KI-SIQ aK S C
JANI FNASYR oYlF1{Ay3a KSNJ o6dz2 KAY | &aSlFazy GAaO0]
OKSIGa 2y KSNJ gAGK LINRPaGAGdziSE 6KAES o0f26Ay3

be behind him?

ljustfeltemptywatchr 3 G KA & FAEYD LG AayQid GSNNAo6f S 06 dz
FYR KIFa Y2NB 2N fSada y20KAy3 G2 R2 gAGK F22i0
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One and a halbut of five

How to seeit

L ¢ 2 dobskeyn@timeh T L ¢gSNB &2dz o6dzi AF &2dz2Q@S 324 |
films then knock yourself ouit's on standalone DVD and on Bay in a twefilm set with

its similar rubbish sequelyhite Collar Hooligan 2: England Aw&lK only, mind, but |

doubt toomany Americans will lose sleep over that.

Bits and pieces

wlnexplicablyjn only two yearghis has already spawnetbt one, buttwo sequels. Step
forward andbow your head in shamé&Vhite Collar Hooligan 2: England Avayd White
Collar Hooligan .3

wlLead actor Nick Nevern clearly has the hooligan bug, for some reason. Not only did he star
in this andwhite Collar Hooligan,2ewent on to star in and direcpoofThe Hooligan
Factory Yes, there's a spoof film about hooligan movies. What a world we live in.



Robocop (1987)

Director: Paul Verhoeven

Starringt SGSNJ 2 St £t SNE bl yoOe ! fftSys Ydz2NIGBo®yR { YAl
Cox

REPORTERRobo! Excuse me Robo, any special messagdl fbe kids watching at
home?"

ROBOCO®"Stay out of troublé.

What can be said aboRobocopi K & Kl ay Qi |t NSF R& 06SSy al ARK
medievalthemed rompabod 'y Sy OKlFydSR OF yRf Sadia] o ! yR
AayQi SYyadANBte I O0O0dzNY (S

{GAfEfZ L YAIKG Fa ¢Stf GKNRBg Yeé 2LAYAZ2Y Ayd?2
NEf SFaSR o001 AY wmMpyTs 2dzald AyeOnaHae AnBSES I
82dzONBE (GKS a2NIi 2F LISNARA2Y 6K2 AayQid O2y @Ay OS

Robocops set in a futuristic version of Detroit, where crime is high and the city is in tatters
(top marks to screenwriters and probable soothsayers Edward Neuragd Michael Miner
for their spoton prediction skills).

Hotshot cop Alex Murphy is transferred to the city to work for the DPD, the privately owned
L2t A0S F2NOS adNdHzaA3ItAy3a G2 (1SSLI 5SGNRBAGQa ON

adzNLIKe Qa LX Iy (2 gdeSibticdallytb®dstgp aldzbst imnke8iatelyA G &
when he heads out on an assignment and finds himseltfadace with Clarence

Boddicker, a crime boss who also happens to be a bit of a prick, having already killed 31
cops.

LiQa GKSNST2 NBodditker aadlaidbaNg, &hs are&kdabyhand at offing
officers, proceed to gun down Murphy, reducing higlido numerous tiny pieces in a
brutal firearmsbased reprise of the Black Knight scene fidanty Python And The Holy
Grail

Left with litte moreK 'y | KSIR IyR (2NR2X adz2NLKeQa I ff
gpStt 0SOFdzaAS dzyf Saa LQY YAiaidl | SydfetableQa y20 L
football character.

CKSNBQa adAff K2LIS (K2dzZaKo h/ trimeni, € antg NLJ2 NI G
to use a massive sentry droid called-EID to ride Detroit of crime. Sadly, BEDn Q& A YA G A |
boardroom demonstration fails spectacularly when it malfunctions and pumps endless

bullets into an OCP bigwig in a gratuitous shower of blood.



This leaves room for another exec, Bob Morton, to step in and suggest OCP go with his own
project: Robocop. The idea is to take cops who have been killed in the line of duty and put
their head inside a robotic body.

CKFG ¢l & @2dzQR HlSetability of@2nhdhimeAbiitkhe mikdSind/syads of a
former pro cop. Now, If only there was some sort of police officer who had recently been
reduced to no more than a mannequin at a wig shop

adzNLIK& Qa KSIFR A& LINEYLI fdne,lalid RogbdcSpRs bary Well, A G a v
odZAf G 9AGKSNI gl &z AdQa I aSO2yR OKFyOS F2NJ
SYGANBte@ SNIaSRd® aAyR (KS g2NR WIrHfyY2adQ GdKSN

At first it seems making Robocop was a good idesjust his first night on duty, he stops a
newsagent from being robbed and prevents an attempted rape. Not too shabby.

¢KS LINROfSY Aaz KSQa adlFNIAy3a G2 3ISG KAa YSY
to be a person, how he used to have a famalyd how he was gunr\l\ed down by Boddicker
FYR KA& YSyo 2KIFG KFLIWISya ySEGK 2S8fttsx GKIGQR

LG 32Sa oA0K2dzi al @Ay RobdceNE I Ve a NBYBKRDAza aF B¢
of the few 80s action movies that appeals to a relatiweige range of audience sensibilities.

h¥ O2dzNASXZ AG GAO1a GUKS YIFI22NJ FOUA2Yy TFAtY
' YFraaArgs 2yS Fd | 3t adlarazy a -
GKFGo dirersR d2ONE2YFIESNE &2dz OFy Qi Y2@3S F2NJ

x

But crucially, it also speaks on a more intellectual level, with plenty of commentary on the
likes of business practices, the privatisation of public services and the dumbing down of TV
news (the hilariously lighearted way background news reports deal with deadly serious
world incidents is sadlgven morerelevant nearly 30 years later).

t SGSNI 2SSttt SN Aa faz OoNREfTAIFIYGd Fa adz2NLIKE& Kk w
robofied, as he manages to somehdeliver a deliberately wooden and monotone

LISNF2NXYIFyYyOS &St adAaftf aKz2¢g GKSNBQa | It AYYSN
there.

LF¥ &2dz KRAIEESII aB8BSPFONSE R2Ay3I €2dzNBESEF | ANSI
anditwasrele &SR f2y3 06ST2NBE &2dzNJ 6AYS (GKIGQa FAYS

.dzi L LINPYA&AS e2dz A0Qa a NXftSOryd G2RIF& | a
than the remake that, while still entertaining enough, was missing that certain something.

Yesfriends,ti A& (GKS RNRAR @2dzQNBE f221Ay3 FT2N
Sorry.

Four and a halbut of five



How to seeit
Robocops currently available on both DVD and-Bdy in the Ukand USYou can also get it
as part of the Robocop Trilogy, also on DVD andgd@iu

Bits and pieces

wKeep an eye out for the That Was A Bit Mental Volume 3 ebook, in which | ieeievcop
2 and Robocop 3Spoilers: neither are as good as the original. And incidentally, though it
goes without saying, nor is the 2013 remake.

wRobocomlso spawned a bunatf iffy TV series. The second of theBepocop: Prime
Directives consisted of four featurdength episodes which were subsequently released on
DVD. Look out faRobocop: Dark Justid@obocop: MeltdowyRobocop: Resurrecti@nd
Robocop: Crash & Buifryou're interested.



Robot Wars (1993)

Director: Albert Band

Starring:Don Michael Paul, Barbara Crampton, James Staley, Lisa Rinna, Danny Kamekona
DRAKE'L G Qa 3ISGGAY3I dA ft surfapedziopskos t&SdouDI&KA ST X NB |j dzS a
LT PLUNKETTRequestenied. Stop acting like a weak sister.

& &2dz Y@ KI @S 3dzSaaSR>: KA&a NBOASG AayQid |
Charles commentated while a bunch of pale recluses battled their own custade

robots, before fidgeting nervously as the pradus cruelly gt a beautiful woman to tryo

get an excruciating interview out of them.

No, this is yet another losbudget offering by beloved-Biovie studio Full Moon, this time
pitting two massive mechanical monstrosities against each other whilelthenfikers
cruelly get a beautiful woman to try and solve a mystery in the process.

{2 @&2dz aSSz AiQa OSNEB RAFTFSNByldod 9EOSLII F2NJ
cruelty.
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One company offers a tour service that cuts through this wasteland, allowing passengers to
visit new areas. Oh, and the vehicleghe dza S (G2 R2 GKA& AayQd | 0dza
enormous robot scorpion.

{KAGQa | 02dzi G2 32 R24ys GK2dzZAK® , 2dz 4aSS3 (K

with the 'Eastern AllianceK SQf f 3IA GBS GKSY GKSANI aS3aF w2062
funding b make and upgrade new robots.

2 KFG KS R2SayQid 1y2s Aa G§KI G SkghaddedcausSNYy | f
intentions. When he gets to take out the Mega Robot 2 for a test drive he suddenly reveals
his true colours, threatening to destroy ayene as only a large steel scorpion can.

If only there was a man who could stop the evil Gismg, preferably one with rugged good
looks and a level of setionfidence that would be downright infuriating were he a real
person. Enter Drake, awalkinggKS 2F | YIy FTyR S@SNE o6Ad (GKS

14 &2dzQR SELISOGE 5NI 1S A& &a2YSGKAy3 2F | Kz
disagreement with the chief saw him getting booted off the tour run. After CBimg turns

nasty though, a spt of humble pie munchery from the lieutenant brings Drake back, ready

to blow up some stereotypical Asians.



Also accompanying Drake is journalist Leda, played by Barbara Crampton, who you may
remember fromReAnimator® | yf S&da &2dz KI dSyQid asSSy Ato

ledakKAyl1a GKSNBQa 42YSGKAYy3a R2R3IE 3J2Ay3A 2y AY

looks suspiciously like LA), so she goes on a tour there and deliberately misses the.return

dzYz 22dzNySeé oFft A3IKIK S5NAGSK LGQainvestiFadzO] Ay 3 a

faz2 I NIGKSNI NRPldzyR OKI LI OIFff SR id
I |

¢t KSNBQa f {q
f20 2F Y@&tS FNRY ¢Syl OA2dza 5%
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NEYAYRE YS$

Of course, all this pesky storyline nonsense is mere forepéarg up to the final climactic

battle between the aforementioned robd O2 NLJA 2y | YR 5NI 1{SQa 26y YS
1 (which was deactivated by the company and had been lying underground for years,

presumably only so someone could activate it and dramadljigppunch through the ground

above it in the future).

/| 2y AaARSNAY3 Ala 0dzRISG>E GKS NBo2G FA3IKGa IO
Y2U0A2Y I YAYF(GA2yY GKS@QNB ySOSNI ljdzAGS 0SSt ASE
laughable tertiory either. Indeed, the final blow is pretty effective.

LGQa +Ffaz2 332G F FFLANI & oNRA&A] LI OS:I y2 R2dz 0

needlessly long intro sequence during which it feels like nearly every crew member is given
their own credit,i KSNEQa @SNE €t AGGES LIA&AaAy3d Foz2dzi | yR

L{QRacifikRim y20 o0& Fyeé aidNBIOK 2F GKS AYFIAYI (A
cheap and cheesy mechanised scrapping then you could do far wors& et Wars
despite / because of the lack of Craig Charles (delete as applicable).

Threeout of five

How to seeit

Robot Warsvas recently released on DVD in the UK by 88 Films. As well as a selection of
upcoming 88 Films trailers, it also contains the original Full Médaozone feature on the

making ofRobot Warsgl K 0 I LILJSI NBR 2y GKS 1 { @GSNRAZ2Y 21
long though, compared to the usual h#lf2 dzNJ + A RS21T 2y Saod { Attt AdGQ
NBE3Il NRf Saad , 2dz OF y I t armcommeydRoulingtead gb fobthe5 Ay
double-bill DVD containing botRobot Warsand the similarly cheesy giant robot movie

Crash And Burn

Bits and pieces

wRobot Warsvas directed by Albert Band, a legendary doudget filmmaker. Band started

his career inhe early '50s and then helped his son, Charles Band, set up a production
company called Empire Pictures. The studio ended up folding in the late '80s, at which point
Band then formed Full Moon, the iconien®vie horror studio responsible for the likes of

the Puppet Masteseries.



wRobot Warss a spritual successor Robot Joxa 1989 film directed blReAnimator
legend Stuart Gordon. It takes place in a paatv3 world where war is outlawed and robots
fight instead.



The Shrine (2010)

Director: Jon Knatz
Starring:Cindy Sampson, Aaron Ashmore, Meghan Heffern
GThere is no retributioa.

Top tip for my budding fimmakers outther&e ¥ & 2 dzQNX 3I2Ay 3 G2 &asSi |
f20FGA2YZ YIS adz2NB @&2dz NBI R dnebhénga fikmiset¥T A N& ( d
Ay GKS FAOOGAZ2YIE t2fA&aK QAT 3S 2F |t @LyAl ®
letter V in its language. That said, cultural inaccuracies aSlte Shrinés a haldecent

horror that starts slow but ultimately endsed.

LG GStfa GKS ad2Ne® 2F /I N¥YSys | 22dNylFfAad o
travelling to Europe and going missing, only for their bodies and luggage to turn up in

ASLI NI GS 9dzNRPLISEHY O2dzy G NASad jourmdNoSligcowmda Sa 2y S
that they were last seen in Alvania, so she heads there with her photographer boyfriend and

Sara, her intern.

When they get there they find an odd, dense fog in one section of forest, inside which sits
an evitlooking statue. After erdring the fog and seeing some weird shit, Carmen and Sara
RSOARS A0Qa GAYS G2 tSIQS o0dzi 6STF2NB GKS GNA
f20Fftas oK2 A0 OdzaNya 2dzi R2yQa GF1S G222 {AYR

To say too mucmore aboutThe Shring 2 dz2f R 6S alLR2AftAy3a AGEI az L
though is that it takes a pretty long time to get going. Once the three are captured things

pick up a little and a couple of particularly nasty, gory scenes set the ton# &2 dzQ NB

squeamish about sharp things slicing your heels or poking your eyes, it might be best to look
away).

As the film progresses it seems more and more likely Tt Shrinés just going to be a rip

off of Hoste] what with its remote Eastern Europeédocation, its gory murders and its group

of townsfolk who all seem to be in on some sort of plot to kill tourists. And then, with fifteen
minutes to go, the film takes a clever twist that makes you question whether the locals were

soevil afteral,and KSGKSNJ 6 KS@ Yl &@0S 2dzad 1yS¢é az2YSiKA

It also gets a little silly at the end, with d&korciststyle shenanigans and certain people
OGN yaF2NXY¥Ay3d AyiaG2 RSY2YyAO Ydzilyd GKAy3Iad LGC
of the vampire nake-up in Buffy and AngesinceA 4 Q& NBYF NJ Fo6f & &AAYAf I NJ

Despite all thisThe Shrings fairly standard stuff for the most part. It does try to make
things interesting by having the dialogue almost completely in Polish with no subtitles for
the last 45 minutes or so, though while this was no doubt intended to make the viewer feel
2dzad & LISNLX SESR &a (2 6KIGQAa 3J2Ay3 2V

I &
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{GAfTEX AGQa o0& y2 YSIya I GSNNRoO6ES FAE{Y YR
R2gy @2dz aK2dzZ R adAtft 3IAGS AOG + 3IF2 AF &2dz 3S
suitably moody and has a decent score which, amagingds recently nominated for a

Grammy for some reason.

Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit

The Shrinés available on DVD and Bl in the UK thanks to the wonderful people at

| NNB ¢ +ARS2d ! yF2Nldzyl (St ez RBasigé&trado SAy 3T |y
feature.Same deal in the US, although it's instead distributed by the oddly named KimStim.

Bits and pieces
wBefore he went on to directhe ShrineJon Knautz also wrote and directed the
entertainingJack Brooks: Monster Slaystaring Robert 'Freddy Krueger' Englund

wl wonder what it'd be like watching this film if you were (or could at least fluently speak)
Polish. Considering the second half of the film is filled with moments where the natives
speak without subtitles creatinga sense of confusion and dread by their wehklvictims-

| wonder if the audience feels less tense if that feeling of fear is removed by their ability to
understand what they're saying.



Slaughter High (1986)

Directors: George Dugdale, Mark EzrReterLitten
Starring:Caroline Munro, Simon Scuddamore

GThey say he still roams the nuthouse, ever hopeful of a chance to escape, so he can take his
evil revenge out on us 4ll.

After Friday The 13timade the cheap slasher movie popular, a slew of imitatoree
quickly churned out over the following years. One notable exampleSkagyhter High
which was originally called LINJA £  (bRthdd @ quiclblastinute title change after it
was noticed that Paramount had its own film called JNA f G2t Bifrélease that gear.

¢CKS Y2YA1SNI Y2RATFTAOFIGA2Y OFYS a2 'fLKNBE G20
Day with a hastily addedAKASIlaughter Highsuperimposed on the bottom! Turns out

Slaughter Highvas a much better title anyay, because not only is it actually set in an

abandoned high school, you can also do some tinkering with your video box and change the

title to the far more appropriatd.aughter HigHairly easily.

Slaughter Higlbegins with a flashback in which the imps$ably nerdy Marty (Simon

{ OdzZRRI Y2NB0O A& O2I ESR Ayid2 (GKS 3IANIaqQ t2018N
adzy NPOX F2NJ a2YS LI NByid aSER(GGA YISIANA 2 KC 22 K
(sorry, | mean Slaughter Higdmd Carol and heriends are actually playing an elaborate

practical joke on him. After an extremely embarrassing incident involving a surprising

degree of male nudity and inappropriate touching, Marty flees to the emotional security of

his beloved chemistry lab to contintinés school project. Unfortunately, there he becomes

the victim of another, harsher practical joke, one which sets the lab on fire and leaves Marty
hideously scarred for life.

Fastforward five years and we catch up with Carol and the rest of the bigly; kow older,

wiser and doing their own thing (though they all still look exactly the satthe age of 37

GKSY (GKAA gl & FAEYSRYE /FNREfAYS adzyNE gl Ay Qi
0SAAY SBAIKOD ¢CKS@Q@S I fofreuds &nd,edd& B meeyupA y OA G I G
with their friends again, they all head off to the school.

When they get there they find the school all locked up and fenced in, seemingly abandoned.

They manage to find their way in there anyway and eventually find a iecorated with

'‘welcome backmessages and food so, happy that there seems to be a party after all, they
A0A01 FINRdzyR® ! yR (KIGQa ¢gKSy GKS& adl NI 3Si
seeking revenge after all these years? Well, no shit.

Curpusly, althouglSlaughter Highvas actually filmed in the UK with British actqrs

Caroline Munro was weknown for her roles in various Hammer horror films, for exangple

it masquerades as an American film, with all the actors putting on their best daneri
FOOSyidaod t SNKI LA (KSe (K2dzaAK4G  atl aKSNJ FALY



SOSNE2YS (NASaAa (GKSANI o6Sald (G2 O2y @Ay OS (KS @A
the occasional shots of English countryside do make that difficult tovaelie

Shallow as it sounds, given its target audience a filmSlkaeghter Higliives or dies on two

things the quality of the kills and the amount of nudity on show. While the former is of a

half-decent standard, anyone watching this film in hope of sgalecent helpings of the

latter (you perverts) will be disappointed and perhaps a little disturbed, because both

instances of nudity end in horrible disfigurement. Ever taken a bath in &aihter High

AaK26a ¢gKeé @2dz 4K2dzZ RYQOR LSISAI $a Wwaid (RE L1 ASy |
abandoned school in the first place, mind you.

¢CKS GKAYy3 0GKFdG @Attt &dA OiSladghfer Bighdmedel atheR f 2 y 3
than its biazarre, ovethe-top ending, that i is the soundtrack, created lifie king of

KAf I NA2dzate o0FR a0O2NBaz | I NNE alyFNBRAYAD | S
the earlyFriday The 13tF A f Ya > YR AT &2dz2Q0S SOSKRMdayya22e SR
The13thPartRA 402 GKSYS (KSy wha heSladghtér BiglskdrelidLJe G 2 K
even worse yet still somelwremains frustratingly catchy. 2 dzQf t FAY R &2 dzNB St ¥
your head then immediately getting angry with yourself for accepting such a shite piece of

music into youmind.

l
.

I VYR & K SoffilliKgS/6uébragh with pishy music, Manfredini outright steals his own
musical stings fronfriday The 13t@8d a O NB a4 0Sy Sa | yR NBdzaSa (K
FILOG GKIFIG GKS ({AfTESNR&E I ySNR 6SIENAKE | 2Sai
YIFalzZ @2dz2QR 06S T2NHA OBiday Tre M3thimK A y {1 Ay 3 A G 4|

Slaughter Higlis a fun example of mi@0s slasher cheese. It sticks to all the typical horror

rules, taking them to extreme levels at times (we know if you get naked you thiese

FAfYaX odzi R2Sa AlG KIFI@S (2 KILWSY &s86F2NBE (KS
af AGKife o0FIR Sy2daAK (2 (1SSL) @2dz aYAfAy3ad (KNP
time well enough.

Threeout of five

How to seeit
Slaughter Higlgot a fancyDVDspecial edition in the UK last year courtesy of Arrow Video.
Americans have to make do wi#tslightly less spectacular DVD.

Bits and pieces

wOne tragic little afternote that may affect your enjoyment of the film as you watch it:

Simon Scudamore, the British actor who played the lead role of Marty, committed suicide

at the age of 28 shortly after the film was released. This does make it a little harder to watch
and makes the odd ending seem even more sinister when you consider the memahge

the real actor was suffering at the time.

wlf you're in the UK and fancy visiting the school fr8laughter Highyou'll actually need to
travel to two different locationslts exterior isHolloway Sanatoriurm Surrey, while the
interior was filmedat St Marylebone Grammar School in Westminster.



Skeepaway Camp lI: Unhappy Campers (1988)

Director: Michael A Simpson
Starring:Pamela Springsteen, Renee Estevez, Tony Higgins
Also known as: Nightmare Vacation Il (UK VHS)

ANGELA "I did my time. Twgears of therapy, electroshock, was on every pill you ever
KSFEFNR 2FX LXdza |y 2LISNIGAZ2Yyd LQY O2YLX SGSft e
How do you know so much about me?"

SEAN,"a® RIRQa | O2LJ | S KSft L&A hih tNe\dByaydu gét 2 dzd | 2
out."

ANGELA"¢ KI 1 Qa G(G22 o0FR® 2| Al dzyd Xt KS KSINB 6KI

Warning: The following review spoils the identity of the killer in the orighte¢paway

Camp However, it does not spoil its big twist ending, soif B Y Qi YAYR 1Yy 26 Ay 3
1AftESNI g61a @2dz Oy F¥SSt FTNBS (2 NBIR 2y5> al ¥
you watch the original. Which you really should, you know.

Sleepaway Camgaused something of a dilemma. When you end a film in sustocking,
outrageous manner, how exactly can you follow that §¢epaway Campdecided the
FYa6SNI ¢gla (02 3IAGS GKS 2NRAIAYyLFEQa (AfESNI I C

Years after butchering a load of kids in Camp Arawak all those years ago, Bakgldas

gone through extensive electigshock therapy and psychiatric treatment. She decides the

best thing to do is get a job as a counsellor at a new summer camp called Camp Rolling Hills,
seeing as everything went so well the last time.

| 4 &2 dfORs SIEMIBSE I &G A f Slaughtedng @itiof harsysterh, arld (i K $
having been subject to countless mihdf G SNA Yy 3 (GNBIF GYSyda 2 NJ
nuts.

In her eyes, all teens who commit sinbe it sex, drugs or just a general gyuattitudeg are
to be killed as punishment. Preferably in the most imaginatively gruesome way possible.

SinceSleepaway Campdpparently takes place a number of years after the original, Angela

is no longer played by Felissa Rose, who was 14 whiladilthe first film and, at 19, would

have been a tad young to play a counsellor in the second. If only there was some sort of
FlY2dza NRO|l adl NnRa aAadaSNI gK2 gtFyiSR G2 3Sd

Stepforward 26jear2 f R t I YSf I  W. NHzOS Q& liKeAh& itnSobERle { LINA y 3 &
samesex love child of The Boss himself and Dave Grohl. Springsteen takes on the role of



Angelawith3 dza G 2> | yR AdGQa Oft SINJ akKS KFa F oNARETfALl
decides to slay a bunch of teenagers.

L  Q a vilkih i& IBss éffective without a worthy adversary, and Angela has one in the
shape of another celebrity sibling, Renee Estevez.

CKS aAadSNI 2F 9YATA2 YR [/ FNXI2a W KIENIAS {KS
of energetic, intense performare her brothers are known fay quite the opposite, in fact

but her timid nature does bring some charm to proceedings and you do want to see her
AadzZNDAGS ' y3aStlQa (AftfAy3 ALINBSo

LGQa ljdzZAdS | aLINBSs: (G220 2 A0K mReddparedSo 1 KS 2 NR
nine) Sleepaway Camipshould keep slasher fans satisfied with an average of one death
every four minutes.

The various slayings are relatively inventive too, though even the more original offings on
offer ¢ a tongue being removed, anouthalS RNR gy Ay 3I> o6 GGSNEB I OAR
facecR2y Ql 1ljdzZA S YIF GOK dzLJ G2 GKS FANRG Y20ASQa
a0t RAY3 YR GKIG WOdzNI Ay3 G2y3 Ay GKS dzyYSy

One area in which the sequel does outtlpredecessor, though, is the development of
ly3aAStFQa OKEFNFYOGSNY 2 KAES (K dijnizedlyiofer LI A y T dzt
much scope for developmenfngela is by far a more interesting character this time around.

In a classic examp®F G(KS WYAa3IdzZARSR Y2NI fAG@Q GNRBLISIZI
lecture in which she explains to her victim where they went wrong in life and why they
RSaSNIBS 6KIFIiQa o2dzi (2 KILWSYyd LYy KSNI YAYRSZ
teensslbE Qa | 0a2fdziSfte R2AYy3I (GKS NRIKGI GKAy3ISD

Indeed, when the pure and kind Molly (Estevez) eventually becomes one of the few
surviving teens, Angela is reluctant to kill her, instead merely tying her up.

LGQa 2yt e gKSyYy az2ffe (Nhedandia the ptodedsithalS\ngely R & 4 |
RSOARSa G2 FA3IKG o O GLFT AdQa Fye O2yazfl i
KSNJ RSIFIGKX aeé2dz FfY2ad YIRS Adéod

At its coreSleepaway Camiph & a G Aff 2dzad | RFEFi mMey@ma afl &K

whisker under 80 minutes), a variety of deaths and plenty of horny-fdeasing nudity.

dzi Ay ty3aAStElr AdG Ffaz 2FFSNABR Yy AYyiSNBadaAy3
at times, may actually make you feel sorry for her even as st gz a kill count that goes
well into double figures.

Of the countles$riday The 13tlklones released in the 1980s, this has more going for it than

most. It has a very different, more jokey vibe to its more disturbing predecessor, but while
watchingtheF ANBR G FAELY A& Ay y2 gl & SaaSyaalrt Ay S
recommend doing that first.



Threeout of five

How to seeit

Sleepaway CampAld | @+ Af 0t S 2y &dlFyRIf2yS 55 FTNRBY
recommend you buy it as part of the 8gaway Camp Trilogy DVD box set, which also

includes the fantastiSleepaway Camgnd the equally sillleepaway Camp lll: Teenage
Wasteland(revienved2 @S NJ (G KS LI 3 Say @ersioikab tNaSrrentybet an. HD dz

LINARYy (G R2Sa& SEA&L MA YOS B G2Xa 0SSN GiIlKy2-deéf St SOA &
nut it might be worth holding back to see if it gets the-Bly treatment one day.

Bits and pieces

wFun fact: | actually owned a light blue Camp Rolling Hills shirt that belonged to one of the
extras in the film. Like an idiot, | decided to wear it. Multiple times. Until it got worn out and
| had to chuck it. Sorry rando8leepaway Campeéktra, your shirt is gone forever.

wlf you haven't read the That Was A Bit Mental Volume 1 ebook yet,aally should: it's
got reviews ofSleepaway Camgnd its recent ‘canon’ sequdketurn To Sleepaway Camp



Skepaway Camp llI: Teenage Wasteland (1989)

Director: Michael A Simpson

Starring:Pamela Springsteen, Tracy Griffith, Michael J Pollard, Markedliv
Also known as: Nightmare Vacatioll (UK VHS)

CINDY, "Why are you doing this to me?"

ANGELA". SOl dzaS @2dzQNB || OKSSNI SIFIRSNE | F2NYAOl
anddo SAARS& (GKIFIdxX @2dz2QNB NBIf yAOSodh

| SNB3Q& a2YS | RPAOB LA B azMzDNBYRISHNB 2F GKS |
Sleepaway CamgndBack To The Futukel @S Ay O2YY2y Ké X &2 dzNJ NB A L
sentences.

CKS FTANRGY a¢KFGQa | LINBilGe FdzO1Ay3a 206a0dz2NB
the publicin$ y SNI f I NBy Q (Sledpaway Garkgr SNAGSR3GIKE (G K S

¢tKS &aSO2YyRY G4bS@OSNIKSfSaax GKS FyasgSNI G2 @&2d
and third movies shot baeto-0 O ® ¢

Yes, just aBack To The Future Para@d Part 3were filmed in one g then released as

separate films, shooting o8leepaway Camp Htarted almost immediately after its
predecessofleepaway Camp Il: Unhappy Campespped.

LG aKz2dzZ R O2YS |a y2 adz2NLINAaS GKSy GKFd fSIR
returnsi 2 LI & ({AfESNI!y3IStl . F{SNIIF3IFLAY Ay (KS
directed by the same chap and is, by and large, similar to the second movie.

This time the movie opens with Angela killing an underprivileged teenager and stealing her
place at Camp New Horizons, a coufuniided camp designed to bridge gaps between
troublesome, poor teens and snotty rich kids.

& @2dzQR SELISOGE FdGSywiia G2 YI1S 3dagsa YSYod S
2TFa R2y Q0 ¢ 2 NJneviladle Andl,eéirfg Fhe ndokaliséul shedigjzin§ela A
2SayQd GIr1S G22 (1AyRfteée (2 OGKFG a2Nl 2F o6l R

Despite the slight change in pl&|eepaway Camidl still feels very much like an extension

of the second film. Ample mlity and cheesy onéners remain the order of the day, and

ly3aAStl O2yGAydzSa (2 fSOGdzNBE KSNI @AOGAYA 2y 0
increasingly original ways.

Not that you get to see much of them this time, mind. Whereas the secondrfdne or less
escaped any cuts, almost every deattSleepaway Camipl was butchered by the MPAA in



America. Thankfully, these deaths are all reinstated on the DVD version by Anchor Bay,
0K2dzZaK alRfé& (G0KS@QNB 2yf & | @drthan integrafed iagk oI G OK
into the film.

LiQa | &aKFYSZI 0SOlFdzaS GKSNB INB a2YS Tl ANIe@
by a truck and stuffed into a trash compactor, another is run over by a lawnmower, while
another is handcuffed then taeto a tree which then drives off, ripping their arms out of

their sockets.

tKSY GKSNXQa (GKS AyTFlrY2dza a0SyS 6KSNB | 3IANI
landing on her head. All grim, but all censored.

LGQa Of SINJ I Fdzy thihyGriossldéathKandexeOging thghd(pudzL) & A

GSNE YdzOK AYUSYRSRO ¢gAGK GKS fAYAUSR 0dzR3IS
Wyz2ySe aK20iaQ 6SNBE NBY2QOSRO®

¢2 a2YS (K2dzAKXI GKS RAFE23dzS YlIe& | OGal tfte& 08
of casual racism in the script, uttered by both rich and poor characters.

hyS 2F GKS 3ry3 {ARa (Sftfta y20KSNE | KAALIY
2T GKS NAOK 3FANIX & (Stfa KSNandFdis, Shémeeradnd Qa I G0
NEBLI AS&a aSoz odzi KSQ& aSEAOlIYyéd LG YI& 68 NB
FONRP&aa GKIG NIXOAAY A& dzAfte y2 YFGGSN gKFEG &2
watch.

This asideSleepaway Camp i$l entertaining enough @Sy (K2 dzaK A 0Qa |t ¢
of the second film. Someone does something morally dubious that pisses off Angela, she
kills them in a gruesome way with a snarky dnd Yy SNE NB LIS G G2 FF RS dzy

Inevitably, this means my advicefairly dull. Watctsleepaway Campfitst. If you enjoyed

AG YR @2dz gyl Y2NB 2F GKS alyYS: GKSy @&2dz
adre reolreée FTNRBY UGUKS GKANR FAfY 0SOlFdzaS GKSN
jibe) that willchange your mind.
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Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
See the 'how to see it' section f@eepaway Camphkcause it's exactly the same situation.

Bits and pieces

wA total of twelve scenes were trimmed by the MPAA in order to prevent the fdm f

getting an X rating. The DVD from Anchor Bay has a special feature showing them all: they're
all essentially gorier versions of the existing kills in the final cut.

wSince they were both filmed back to ba8teepaway Campadhdlllre-used a lot othe
same shooting locations. Although they're meant to be completely different camps, the
girl's cabin in each film was actually the same one,laidtoutin two different wa.



Snakes On A Train (2006)

Director: Peter Mervis
Starring:AJ Castro, Jid Ruiz, Giovanni Bejarano, Al Galvez

JULIQ "I respect the old ways and the power of your spells but she needs to see a doctor.
Someone who can take array or a blood test. kkould save her life."

BRUJQ@ "She has snakes. There is no doctor whasedlthis'

This is another film from The Asylum, the shameless'$iludio who quickly writes, casts
and shoots a casim film every time aproper popular film is released.

They then stick their shoddy alternative in video shops up and down thetrgoumaking

GKSANI Y2y Se 2FF R2LISe 42 R&0 daRk®S (i KRAI1Y AMIORE SHA
some kind of official sptoff or sequel. And people like me, of course, who watch them

0SOlI dzaS ¢S | -yfd d@nd arlikely O Ndtrerhhdalidhad. Safe to saBnakes
OnATraRARY Qi RAAFLILRAY (D

LQY 32Ay3 (2 FG4GSYLW G2 NBfle GKS LX20 G2 &2
ge& 0SOlIdzaS AGQa GNHzZ & | O0ATFNNBE ad2NRBO® {2YS
train and hde out in the cargo hold. His girlfriend is extremely ill, because a curse has been

put on her, a curse that somehow led to a load of snakes hatching inside her stomach.

Once they get on the train her boyfriend starts the ritual to cure her but things lgbtits-
up and the snakes get loose on the train, meaning its cast of irritating passengers has to
start working (mostly) together to sort the situation out.

For the most parGnakes On A Tram silly fun but the performances are generally weak.
Sone scenes also feel a little out of place, such as the disturbing scene in which a creepy
older chap acting as a drug cop blackmails a young teenager into getting her baps out in
return for not reporting her druggmuggling. Considering the silly tone oé tiim

OKNRdzZaAK2dzi GKA&A aO0SyS aidAiaodla 2dzi ftA1S I &a2NB

Other moments are just glorious silliness. The bright red gore is ridiculous and plentiful, with
plenty of hilarious snak&dl5 f | § SR RS { K & dpplau@ Hz@ASBumlifor Breaking 2 G
a horror taboo and not necessarily ensuring the safety of the only young child on the train.

By far the most memorable moment 8hakes On A Traih2 6 SOSNJ A a GKS FTAL YQ
give anything away would be scandalous the CGI here is fantastically bad and everything
3SG a2 20SNJ GKS G2L) GKIFG e2dz2Qff 2dzad aArld 0KS

L ¢2dzf RYQil ySOSaal NAf & NB OkeyYGWARTais Sodn abllzy 2 dzi
you can but if you ever see it listed on TV youudti@t least give it a watch, safe in the



1y26f SR3IS GKIF G RSa LdhintntiahKitBs isyattudlly andentedtirnilg NJ O & K
enough film.

Two and a halbut of five

How to seeit
{GSFRe 2y ® { (A Shakes QnTA T&if aiQ aNdabld oR DVDIlinythe Bdhd
Us.

Bits and pieces

wHere's an odd ondror six yearehd actor AJ Castro lent his voicabhe WWE series of
video games. Wireas most of th&VWEwrestlers recorded their real voicésr the series
a handful weren't availde to do so. As a result, Castuas the voice of none other than
John Cena frofdVWE Smackdown vs Raw 2G@0I7the way up toVWE 12

wThe end credits include the admittedly funny messaggo'snakes were hurt during the
production of this screenplay. @na small child was, but it's cool.



Spirit Trap (2005 )

Director: David Smith

Starring:Billie Piper, Luke Mably, Sam Troughton, Emma Catherwood, Alsou
JENNY "L aQgirit clock. My mum had one."

ADELE "So what doe# do? Horoscopes or sometigiti'

JENNY"L 0 Q& &dz2lJll2aSR G2 60S | oNAR3IS 6SiGsSSy 2 dzN
really”

True story: as Billie Piper was flying to Romania toSipinit Trap she received a call from

KSNJ I 3Syd GSttAy3d KSNABKIRR Sadza i KISI yRER alik § (
Doctor Who

Excited, Billie turned to her Spirit Trap-star Sam Troughton to share her good news.

G¢eKFGIQa I O2AYOARSYOSzZé¢ {FY NBLIEASR® a. Il O] A
played the second Ddc2 NJp £

LYGSNBaldAy3d aiddzFF SKK {KFYS (KS& RASQG YI 1 S
Trapis a bucket of gash.

C2dzNJ a4 NI y3ISNAR SIFOK NBOSAGS | LK2yS OFff TN
them they can all move into a massiwegepy house in London. There they meet Tina, the
K2dzaSQa NBaAaARSY(G 6K2 KIFa | aAYAEFNIFAN 2F R?2

Conveniently, edtstudent fits perfectly into the Generic Horror Movie Character

t SNBE2YlFtAGE / KINIud WSyye o6t ALISNL Aa (KS gK?2
psychic), while Nick (Troughton) is the nigegey chap who becomes the inevitable love

interest.

Iy dzy NBIF£A&GAOI €
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¢ 2 I
YFER IANI FNASYRXZ 02
haemorrhoids by the end.
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aSSyAay3dte 2yfeé Ay (GKSNB 06SOFdzaS akKSQa LJX I &SR
100th richest man in Russia (not a joke).

CKAA ¢2dz Ry Qi
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LYSgArGlrotes Al R2SayQi &adl & o NPhglBuyNick nds f 2y3d
a small diary trapped inside its mechanism and removes it (ld@$ > KS R2SayQid
actually read the diary right away: that would spoil the plot too early).

Once the clock is up and running again, weird things start to happen. Anyone with a horror
Of AOKS oAy3d2 OFNR Aa I ff 0 domepoid; d8bong byd®eR (2 0
the same tired tropes trot out.

One character sees what they think is a ghostly reflection in a mirror, but when they turn
NREdzy R Al AayQli GKSNB® ' y20KSNI gl 1Sa 2 FTAYR

A third has spooky dream$aut walking through an abandoned college, while Billie Piper
constantly clings to a special necklace which, predictably, lets her do weird shit. In this case,
AGQa aLlsSEr{iAy3a 2 KSNI RSIR Ydzyo

l YR 2F 02dzNBE ST i K¢k NdpRain fact vihidriuBihately RaddtRtheda OSy S
revelation that the house is hiding a terrible secret and its past is coming back to haunt its
residents (literally).

¢t KSNBQa BFrNEap Adzid Sy aly KI @S a
Piperasideil KS | OGAy3 Aa 2F KAIK &0
are about as shocking as a kAeagth skirt.

SSy 60SF¥2NBx I yR
K22f RNJ Yl Of I &

¢CKSNBE Aa (KS 2RR FIfAYYSNI 2F K2LJS Ay GKSNB® 5
322R aK2(dX | y Rgohdaytd dzbd bighed and bigttefttingsa ditching his

generic alias and going by his real name insteadhatever that may be. Indeed, the fact

that IMDb lists this as his single credit is telling.

Sy GK2dAK (KS 2f

The last ten minutes are also relatively interesing I Y R S @
Sy R2yS dzYLJiSSy GaA

I RFN)J] aSONBGQ LMAAK KlFa 068
does at least make for a slightly different take on things.

Ly 3ISYySNIf (K2daAKXZ (KSNSQahthikbothérthanfoythe L2 Ay G &
novelty of seeing Billie Piper in her first lead role in the brief period badaretor Whogave
her a far bigger stage.

One and a halbut of five

How to seeit
L NBFffe g2dzZ RyQil 02 0KSNJI oPger shiire in §ordmsétedS a2 Y
then you carget it on DVD in the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wRussian pop star Alsou, who stars in the film, also hosted the 2009 Eurovision Song
Contest in MoscowStarring in a shit film and presenting a weird music shewhere
anything she can't do? (Spoilers: yes)



wSam Troughton, the aforementioned grandson of second Doctor Patrick Troughton, was
also inAlien vs PredatoWhoever the complete opposite of King Midas is, that's our Sam.



Suspiria (1997)
Director: Dario Argento

Starring:Jessica Harper, Stefania Casini, Flavio Bucci, Barbara Magnolfi, Miguale Bose

0We must get rid of that bitch of an American girl. Vanish! She must vanish! Make her
disappear! Understand? Vanish, she must vanish. She must dieli®ielelena, give me
power. Sickness! Sickness! Away with her! Away with trouble. Death, death,&eath!

| firmly believe that you can take any random single frame f8mapirigs entire 98minute
runtime and hang it on your wall as a piece of art.

LOGEI S 2yS 2F GKS Y240 oSFdziA¥FdzZ FAEYA LQOS
gAOK2dzi I aKFER2g 2F || R2dzoix 06SOldzasS AGQa 2ad

The film follows Suzy Bannion (Jessica Harper, who had previousgdstaPhantom Of
The Paradise > 'y ! YSNAOIY RIyOS aitdzRSyd 6K2Qa NI ¢
Germany.

The day after she arrives at the school, Suzy is informed by the staff that one of her fellow
pupils was brutally murdered the previougght and the police are investigating the
incident.

It slowly becomes clear that not all is as it seems at the school, not least of all because the
dorm room is infested with a plague of maggots dripping from the ceiling.

Rumours persist among the studsrthat the school is actually run by a coven of witches,
partly because it was founded by a suspected witch called Helena Markos.

.dzi O2dz R (K2

aS aSSyay3ate RFEFaG NHzy2dzNBR + O dz
much of a horror film if it ty S R

2dzi GKS& gSNBYyQlGO®

LQY y20G 3J2Ay 3 (Swspifidg Obi2 ii 2@ STHaKS 2yt A
FAfYa: A0Qa Yzailfte y2yaSyairolto LT ¢
with its startling twists and revelations,Ahd A ay QG A G @

Nor is it a brilliant acting showcase, with performances that range from average to
downright comical, along with the token dubbed dialogue that accompanied most low
budget Italian cinema at the time.

Instead, you should watcBuspirisbecas S A G Qa @A adz ffe& dzytAlS Fye
before and ever will. Argento is an artist, drowning his shots in gorgeous, surreal colours
GKFG FNB a 02fR FYR RSSLI Fa FyeddkKAy3d &2dzQf f
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standard Eastmancolor Kodak film, Argento then tracked down one of the few remaining
three-strip Technicolor printing machines and printed the film using the old Technicolor
process from the 1930s and 1940s.

The resulis a dreamlike fusion of 70s production values and the -@aturated, vibrant
O2ft2dzNBE 2F SFENIASNI OAYySYlF 6ST¥2NB (GKS Ay RdzaidN

Ld AayQli 2dzad GKS O2f2daNE AGQa GKS aSd RSaAd
various rooms all have their own stylised look with the walls in particular impressing. When

ga GKS ftrad GAYS @2dz NBIFIR I FAfY NBGASg (KL
Suspiridooks.

It extends to the kills too. This being an Argento fiBuspira's deaths are unflinchingly
brutal yet beautiful to look at. Take the first major murder, which sounds grotesque on
paper.

A young woman has her face pressed against a window until it smashes, is then dragged up
to the roof of the building and is stabbdenumerous times (including a graphic shot of the
knife penetrating her heart, which then gushes with blood).

I NRLS Aa GKSYy G4ASR I NRdzyR KSNJ ySO] YR daKSC
glass window, hanging her in the middle of thegrandhd@ ! & AT GKI 0 &I 3
massive shards of glass falling from the ceiling also impale another student.

It sounds horrific (and itis)andyet YR L QY &a2NNE AT GKA& Yl {1Sa VY
¢ Argento makes it look breathtaking. Theistd glass window, the hall, the bright red

0ft22R (KIFIG O2dzZ RYRGQERBYARDAFIOSKNBlI 82¥86 OAy 3
made to look so artistically stunning.

¢CKSY (KSNXQa (GKS Sldzr ffe dzyAljdzS nagthazy RG NI O1 o
O2YL}RaSR YdzaAO FT2NJ YlIye 2F | NHSyG2Qa ¢g2N]ao
STFFSOUAGS D2of Ay Qa YdzZAO Aa Ay ONBFOGAY3I | &S
0l yYRQa ydzYSNRdza FTAfY aO02NBaod

| could go on all day about how incredil@aspiriais, but you should really track it down and

watch it yourself, preferably in HD if you can. The plot is ridiculous, the acting is hokey, but |

3dzt N» yGSS AGQa 2yS 2F (GKS Y2ald o6StdziATFdzZ | yR
your life.

Fiveout of five

How to seeit
Suspirids currently available on DVD and 8&y in the UK courtesy of Cine Excess. Sadly,
theBIuNI & A& F O0AUG LINAOSEé odzi AlGQa NBIffe GKS ¢

AlQa 2yteée FgLAflIofS 2y 550



Bits and pieces

wOriginally Argento wanted to make it so all the students at the ballet school were 12 years
old or younger. However, his dad Salvatore Argento, who was the film's prodaoicenim

this was a terrible idea because a horror film in whickyga-old girls were killed would

almost definitely be banned. Argento changed the story so that the students were 20
instead, but kept their childike dialogue.

wThe 'actress’ who plays Helena Markos isn't credited in the film. That's because she was a
random hooker Argento picked up off the streets of Rome.



Super 8 (2011)

Director: JJ Abrams

Starring:Joel Courtney, Riley Griffiths, Elle Fanning, Kyle Chandler, Ryan Lee, Zach Mills,
Gabriel Basso

0Stop talking about production value, the Air Forceoisig to kill us

LOQ@S O2YLIX FAYSR | FSg GAYSA 2y ¢KIFGThela ! . A
Gooniesor The Monster Squaany more films where children act realistically, talk over

each other, swear from time to time and are in genuine darthroughout their adventure.

Super 8s proof that, though rare, these films can still exist in modern cinema.

Set in 1979Super 8ells the story of a group of Xgearolds who meet up on occasion to

shoot a lowbudget zombie film using their Supen®vie camera. While filming a scene

near a railway line they manage to catch film of a train speeding past them, colliding with a
truck on the line and causing the mother of all train crashes. Running over to the truck they

find their biology teacher behahthe wheel, who cryptically tells them that they and their

families are all going to die if they tell anyone what happened. Little do they know that the

train contained a huge alienlifefor@ y S ¢K2Qa y2¢ FNBS>T y20 (22
been treatd, and well up for a shitstorm.

Put bluntly, this film is superb. The first Rabur is charming as you instantly fall in love

with all the kids in the group (not in that way you maniac). Their dialogue is believable and

you completely buy intothe ideda K+ &t G0 KS@ QNB | o0dzyOK 2F Of2a8s
OKIF N} OGSNI wW2S IyR KAa OKdzylieé OKdzy / KFENXSa o
of Alice (the wonderful Elle Fanning) makes things even more entertaining as you see this
groupof@ dzy 3 (SSyl3S o02ea ag22yAy3d 20SNI KSNJI 6 dzi
genuine.

¢CKSY (KS |OiA2y 0S3IAyas | pdaricikalyNde ttaioSrask.2ta & LI N
YIe 2yfteée tFad FNRdzyR cn & SihengkiRgi(and theiBhely i Qa |y
version knows it, offering a huge satenu on the disc filled with sketches, animatics,
AYGSNIBASGga YR F220F3S FNRBRY GKS RIFAtASa 27F
and is truly the highlight of the film, whicladly means nothing else in the following 80

minutes or so can top it.

{GAf T GKSNBQa Sipar®f ¢ KSSYHED LI 20f 208 dAio BdkE RS
a few months before the events of the film adds some moelkded emotion to

proceedingsespecially when it ties into his relationship with Alice and her father. While it

R2Sa 3S4G I ftAGGfS YdzOK G G4AYSa o0GKS FTAyIlLf a
worth remembering this is a family stimoviecA 1 Q& S&aa Sy (i AETEdndasl Y2 RSN
such these scenes are to be expected.



My only real concern is the alien itself, which is disappointing. Director JJ Abrams goes down

the JawsandAlienroute by not showing much of it until near the end of the film, but when

you finally seetiyou sort of understandwhyi 0 Qa | FF ANI & dzy RSNBKSE YA
YR RSALIAGS AdGa aAl S AlG yS@OSNI aSSvya GNdz & S
bloody pulp).

Rubbish alien design asideyper 8 & o6 NRA f £ A | y (ietberh vib@ eunnB@tiiroughy” Qv n :
AG 6{LAStOoSNR ¢la 2yS 2F (GKS LINRPRddzOSNRO | yR
who entertain in every single scene. See it.

Fourout of five

How to seeit
Super 8s available on DVD and Biay in the UK andJS.

Bits and pieces
wStick around after the credits roll in this one: you'll get to see the kids' completed zombie
movie.

wlt should come as no surprise that the enormous train crash scene in the film was mostly
CG, but it's perhaps more surprising tlitawas all more or less improvised with no set
storyboards ready when filming began.



Taken (2008)

Director: Pierre Morel
Starring:Liam Neeson, Leland Orser, Famke Janssen, Maggie Grace

A R2y QiU 1y26 6K2 &2dz | NEo ¢&lookiyyofxdansomylgaa ¢ K|
GStft @2dz L R2y Qi KI@S Y2ySeéod .dzi 6KId L R2 K
acquired over a very long career. Skills that make me a nightmare for people likiygpau.
f SG Yé RIdzZaAKG S the eddof iy I2vil Bot 160K foriya 1 will not$ursue you.
.dzii AF @2dz R2y QU L gAtf 2871 F2N) &2dzZ L gAf

Takenis one of those films that chooses to be completely ridiculous from start to finish, has
absurd levels of don, packs plenty of unrealistic coincidences throughout its plot, leaves
umpteen gaping plot holes in its wake, then flicks you a folded piece of paper and tells you

that it contains information on the number of fucks it gives. Then, when it driveshdatso
FElLYAYy3 Y2U2NDA1 ST @2dz dzy F2f R GKS LJ LISN I yR

[ ALY bSSaz2y LXlea . NBIFIY aAffaxs + NBGANBR / L!
move near his daughter Kim, who lives with higaxtner (played by Famke Janssen). Since

heOF NBa& F2NJ KA& RIFEdZAKGISNI 82 YdzOKZI KSQa& 2 O0SNI ¢
GgKSY &aKS Fala KAY AF akKS Oly 32 2y K2fARF& g
asa KSQa 2yfteé& wmt O6SOSYWI KT d&za K SOK ILYS25HEE QAT RB M
old).

It turns out his suspicions were spot on when, during a phone call to him, Kim is abducted
from her French rental apartment by a bunch of Albanians who have dodgy plans for her
g 2 ygatintod KS aLISOATAOA 0 dzLINRSDS Poff a4 &F 20NZI dayTl &1 Sl KK

LiQa KSNB ¢ KSNFB -soklighflyauareasstic| aslBryan sendStBefreca3dthé NJ
of the phone call to his CIA buddies and finds out the exact region the kidnappers come
from. He then heads to Paris tmdl them, and despite the city having a population of over
two million people he finds a lead almost instantly.

The rest of the film consists of Mr Neeson working through the speediest investigation in
film history, effortlessly kicking lumps of shite &uf O2dzy (if Saa -ddwells3adz2 a |
along the way, racking up a higher body count than a mannequin factory in the process.

¢ KSNBQa || f &potwith al\bbariket &f a Brelzoh detective (played by Leland

Orser) who looks like a thinchte Kevin Spacey and keeps trying to catch Bryan, even though

KS 1ySs6 KAY ol Ol Ay GUKS RI@ FYyR (y2sa o6KIG K
added to extend the running time a littlall this film is clearly about is Liam Neeson tearing

shit up.

TalenA &  YAYRtSaa OGA2Y Y2@0ASs o6dzi AG R2SayQ
you want to do is switch your brain off and watch an Irishman plough his way through a



bunch of Albanians in France, ahdkenscratches that oddly specific itch pectly. The

baddies are so nasty that every broken neck, shot chest and electrocuted pair of thighs (yes,
NBIffedo A& 2dzadA T A SBapdrand. Akdingxdrally, iCafl eatistweld 1) dzA (0 S
least, until Taken 2.

Fourout of five

How to seit
Takenis available on both DVD and Bay in the US, and DVD and 4y in the UK too,
which is nice. The UK also has a DVD double pacK akigtnand Taken 2

Bits and pieces

wTalk about really getting into your role: after starringliaken Fanke Janssen decided she
wanted to do her bit in the redife fight against corruption. As a result she is now the
Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations Office against Drugs and Crime.

wYou may think Liam Neeson's character is quite the hero, delragever he can to rescue
his daughter. However, throughout the courseTakenhe Kkills a total of 35 people. That's
35 people who probably had families. Speaking of which...



Taken 2 (2012)

Director: Olivier Megaton

Starring:Liam Neeson, Maggie Gradeamke Janssen, Rade Serbedzija
BRYAN "If | kill you, your otherans will come and seek revenge?"
MURALX, "They will."

BRYANCc "And | will kill them too."

When the hero in an action movie ploughs his way through countless baddies, butchering

and slaightering them in the name of our entertainment (as well as whatever cockamamie

NBI a2y (GKS LX 20Q&a 3IABSY KAYXZ 2F O02dzZNASUI 4SS
recently deceased.

Atfter all, for every nameless terrorist, anonymous criminal ang RS & ONR LJG (G Kdz3a (K
mother, a father and maybe even a wife and children somewhere mourning the death of a

man who may have been a bit of a prick in real life but was always good to them at least.

2 SONB dzadzr tf & ySOSNI aK?2ghfilinkitoags, beRB@a G SR FI YA
KdzYl yAasSa (GKS SySYASa yR YI1Sa @&2dz FSSt az2N
GKAY1AY3a A& a,9{x OKdzO1 GKIG Flryyeé 20SN) G§KS

This is the thinking behinflaken 2 which takes place a few months after the eventshef

FANRG FAEYD blFaGdzNFffe> Ay 2NRSNJI F2NJ YS (2 RS
GKSNBE INB | O2dzZL)t S 2F OSNE YAY2N aLl2Af SNA TN
reasonably predict yourself though).

After Bryan Mills (Lra Neeson) killed a load of Albanians on the way to his kidnapped

daughter in the firsiTaken the families of the deceased receive the bodies and vow to get
NE@ZSy3aS 2y (GKS YIy GKIFIGX Ay OGKSANI SéSasx o6dzicC
the traditional Takenplot methods (i.e. absurdly unlikely coincidences) they find Bryan on

holiday in Turkey with his exife (Famke Janssen) and daughter Kim (Maggie Grace).

YARY LA Y3 G§KS RI dz3 K (cahd aifealizth® ifs@time sofeo®S NBE 2 NR
GNASR GKFG AG NB&dz §S&soiytime théfamiliésditie Qa ¢ 2 NI K
previous villains decide to go straight to the source and kidnap Bryan instead. Oh, and his

exg ATS (223 aSSAy3a a4 aKSQa Ay GKS FNBI G G°F

LiQ&a Iy décigiondecRiselt Nigs the tables aroumtead of playing the helpless

kidnapped daughter, this time Kim is the reluctant heroine, forced to find and rescue her

LI NByida Ay | 02dzyiNE 6KSNB aKS R2SayQd aLlSth i
cugoms (all while wearing a conveniently skimpy bikini, jean shorts and open shirt combo,

of course).
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dad, getting instructions on how to find him and wreck the bloasgtjin the process. | lost

count of how many grenades she throws and car crashes she causes while trying to find her

old man, and before long my sympathies were split between Kim, her parents and the

innocent people of Istanbul as their city is subjecttmntless explosions and road

accidents.

2 KSNBla G0KS @gAafttlrAya Ay GKS FTANRG FAEY IINB d
conscience as you whoop at Liam Neeson while he stabs, shoots and electrocutes the nasty
buggers,Taken X lead baddie (plgeed well by Rade Serbedzija) does actually turn things

around a little because you can at least understand his plight a little.

His son was a bad bastard, of that there can be no doubt, but as he puts it he was always

kind and loving to his family, and ssch in his eyes, his innocent child was taken away from

KAY YR KS glyGa bSSazy (2 LI & F2N AGH | SQa
throughout the film are the perfect example of two wrongs not making a right, but you can

at least undersand his motivation for wanting to kill Neesdt S Q& y 203G aAYLX & 0 SA
for no apparent reason.

Taken Xl a | RAFFSNByG FSSt (2 Ada LINBRSOSaaz2NJ |
AlQa y20G ljdzAdS a 02 Y mbHodgh tifeSinalPcbidfrddtatOmends y 3 | &
nicely). That said, | still look forward to the inevitable thiimken where no doubt the thing

being taken this time will be Kim's driver's licence and travel Visa aftgrabple of

Istanbulcomplain to the US endssy that she was chuckiggenades around and smashing

up their cars.

Threeout of five

How to seeit

Brits can gefraken 2on DVD, Bluay, a snazzy Blay Steelboolor as part of a DVD box set
orBuN} &8 02EaSi t2y3 sAGEASKEATARRAGONSt YESNKS
DVDorBlway2 yf & | yR GKIGQa @&2dzNJ f 20

Bits and pieces
wNeeson's slightly less ruthlessTiaken 2 'only’ killing 30 people compared to the 35 he
offed in the first movie. Still, 65 murders is quite the rap sheet.

WALt the time of writingTaken 3s indeedproduction and set for release in a few weeksy
prediction wasn't quite accurate, thoughis time Neeson's out to protect his daughter
from whoever'smurdered his exvife. What an unlucky bastard.



Troll Hun ter (201 0)

Director: Andre Ovredal
Starring:Otto Jespersen, Glenn Tosterud, Johanna Morck, Tomas Larsen

6 S2LX S tglea sLyd yrFriddaNFt SELXFyYyFGiA2ya F2NJ
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The billboards cuently advertisingTroll HuntetOf  AY A0Qa GiKS o6Said Y2y
JurassicPatké ¢ KAA Of FAY A& (2 Llzi AG Fa (1AyRfe& |
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Indeed, Troll Huntets handheld amateur footage looks just like an HD versidsiaf Witch

or Cloverfield as it follows a trio of Norwegian college students as they film a documentary
investigating a bunch of mysterious bear killings. Eventually they come &tanss a
mysterious chap who it soon emerges is a troll hunter. He agrees to let the filmmakers tag
along on his hunt, as long as they follow his instructions. But are trolls real, or is he just a
delusional old dick?

Well, thankfully, the trolls do evéndzl £ € @ (dzNY dzLJ ' YR (GKS& QNB LINEB
y20 dzadz-ftfte Iy |YolaalR2NJ 2F /DL Ay TFAfyvya od
given the extra difficulties placed on the animators with the unsteady and often grainy

camera), and whethe final troll turns up it just kicks things up another notch.

The fauxdocumentary gimmick also works pretty wellTimoll Hunter Often this sort of film

is ruined by the actors failing to give realistic performances, buUK SNE A G Q& It @S|
LG dAaYySa GKS | OG2NB ¢gAff addzyofS 20SN ¢2NRaA
the various interviewees encountered throughout the course of the film were just normal

people taking part in a documentary.

LGQa y20 I LISNKSOLI OSt WA YAYR @FED aft 26 (KNP
there are some annoyingly unresolved plot points. One character is bitten by a troll fairly
early on, and near the end the film appears to be building to a twist ending involving the
result ofthat bite, but it ultimately never comes to anything. Indeed, the ending in general is
RSSLIX & RA&AIFILILRAYIAY3IT a AGQa a2 | 6 NYzLI

I YR
YSaal3asS aleAy3da a6S R2y Qi | Oldzt f INBE W26 K26
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Negative points asidg;roll Hunteris one of the bettetuncovered handheld footagélms

out there, with the superb CGI effects really having a positive impact (check the trailer
0St2¢ F2NJ ANBI G SEIl YLX S& -packedas tieladsiwduldlhav@ a vy 2 (i
82dz 0SSt ASOSsY odzi AlQa | yAFGe tAGGES STF2NI



Threeout of five

How to seeit
Troll Huntelis available on DVD and Bhy in the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wDon't be too surprised if you see a US remak@&rofl Huntersometime in the future.

Twilight studio Summit Entertainment bought the rights to make an American version of the
film before the Norwegian one was even released.

wFour of the actors in the film, including the titulaoll hunter himself, ae played by
Norwegian comedians. For comparative purposes, imagine a UK version in whiotilthe
hunter is Jimmy Carin fact, don't.



The Tunnel (2011)

Director: Carlo Ledesma
Starring:Bel Delia, Andy Rodoreda, Steve Davis, Luke Arnold

MWecamedsy KSNB (G2 3ISG | ad2NBEX YR y26 6SQ@S
running scared®

CAfYYF1Ay3 Oy 06S |y SELSyaAAfdgettmind y Sadax SO8
footage effort in the style ofThe Blair Witch ProjecRather than wining and dingn

investors to get them to fund their movie, the Australian chaps behinel Tunnedlecided

to try something different with theit135k Project

They worked out that at 24 frames a second thei8idiute movie would contain around

135,000 individual fraras, so after setting up a teaser trailer on their site they asked film

Flya G2 o0dz22 FNIYSa F2Nl bm SIFOKXZ YSIyAy3da S@SN
piece of the movieHave a look at the fim postéery R @ 2 dzQf f 4SS GKIFG AGQ2

ofsoY S 2F GKS SINIfe O2yGNROdzi2NER® LUQA | Of SGS
YSSRSR 0L 02dz3KdG FTAGS FTNIXrYSa vYeaSt¥Fs YR 6KA
LGQa | 3JI22R 220 (KS@& e Tunnaskaddiadd liflediynRA Yy 3> (12 2 >
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NEOeOftS || aKAOGt2FIR 2F 41 GSNJ 0KFGQa 0SSy feay
the war. Suddenly though they decide to scrap the idassimg the curiosity of Natasha, a

TV journalist. The rumoured reason is that lots of homeless live in these tunnels and could
ONBIFGS | LINRPofSYZ o6dzii bl OlFakKl AayQid O2y dAyOS

After interviewing a recenthgurfaced homeless man who goes mental when theneins
YSYGA2ySRZ bl il akKl RSOARS& GKSNBQa Y2NB G2 i
more fellow journalists. The four of them head into the tunnels unauthorised to see if they

Oy FAYR 2dzi Y2NBI o0dzi GKS& LINENSBIQwmE & 238FSAIdki AR/Y
GKS GdzyySftaz IyR Al &adz2NB Fa aKAGS AayQd | od

The Tunnek essentially a documentary in which the survivors recap the events through

talking head interviews, which appear every now and then to break uBtaieWitch-style

shakyfound ¥ 22 G 3S 6 S@Sy ( K 2fozAdkhiskiie, Hadng eén ofiele® Ky A O |
up by the survivors). Despite being fake these interviews are very convincing, thanks to the
OFadQa yIFGda2NF tf RSt AJS Nauthhedokink footagdbtoaitiedead O2 y G A Y
actor had been a real cameraman for 25 years and spent a day teaching the others in the

group how to speak the jargon of TV journalism so everything would come across as

believableg a success, in my opinion.

The tenson is handled just right for the most part, with the footage alternating between a
camera mounted with a light for exploration and dialogue scenes, and a night vision cam for



the tenser, creepier moments. Imagine if you watcHéte Blair Witch Projeeind

something did actually appear afew timésK I 1 Qa GKS a2NI 2F GKAy3 @
There are only two real negatives abdtlte Tunn@ YR dzy F2 Nlidzy I 4 St & (KS
first is that so much is left unexplained it can be a bit frustratberause having invested an

hour and a halfintosuchawafl RS> (SyasS FTAt{Y AdQa y20G dzy NBI
be explained somewhat.

At leastThe Blair Witch Projetbok the time to establish a Blair Witch legend at the start of

the film so that when the weird shit started happening you were able to put together a

somewhat logical conclusion in your mind as to what had happened. Here weird shit just
KFELIISya YR @2dzQNB 2dzald fSFG GKSNBE GKAYyl1Ay3
planred sequelThe Tunnel: Dead Emdll explain things a little better.

The other big ledown is the ending. The use of talking head sections throughout essentially
IAPSa gl @ K2 adiNDAGSRY a2 gAGK GKS 2dzi02YS
sure®K & GKS NRdziS G2 GKIG 2dzi02YS A Goutlwith Ay @Sy i
the heroes in grave danger and seemingly about to be killed one minute, and then the film

just giving them up and having them escape fairly easily with no propéareaqon as to

how they managed it.

TheTunneh & yn FlLyidladA0 YAydziSa 2F GSyarazy F2ff
Glasgow a&he arse collapsirigwith an imaginatiorfree final ten minutes bottling what

could have been a spectacular conatus The buileup and tension created throughout are

incredible, but the overall feel of the film is soured a little by a hugely disappointing ending.

That aside, everything leading up to the end still leaves something of a lasting impression
andassuchiQa adAff RSTA yound ®obtagefigng & re@edt tintleK S 6 S G G SNJ

Three and a halbut of five

How to seeit
The Tunnek DVDBonly and is available in both the UK and US.

Bits and pieces

wlf you don't fancy buyin@he Tunnelyou can justorrent it. Hang onput the pitchforks
down, I'm being seriougsthe filmmakers have officially released a torrent file allowing you to
download it for free.

wRumblings omhe Tunnés official Facebook page suggest a sequel is on the way.
Hopefully it'l follow directly on from the end of the first film so that terrible ending can
evolve into something worthwhile.



Urban Explorers (2011)

Director: Andy Fetscher

Starring:Nathalie Kelley, Nick Eversman, Klaus Stigimeier, Max Riemelt

Also known asTheDepraved,Urbex: Urban Explorer

b2p> o028z tSGQA YIS é2dz I 3ISydzAiyS adzl KARS:

| knowThat Was A Bit Mentad a film review site rather than a travel blog but take my
adviccanywayA ¥ €2dz S@OSNJ 32 G2 . SNIAYIZ R2yQd4 LI & |
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584LIAGS GKAAX GKIGQ& sSléeciddiddo durbankEkpiorers 2 dzNJ & 2 dzy 3
Together with their tour guide Kris, they begin a tour of the abandoned labyrinthine

LJaal 3Sgle&a yR GdzyySta teAy3a Ay RSOIF& dzyRSN
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The odd thing about this film is it throws a lot of red herrings your way throughout. Be
prepared to forget about a lot of things that occur in the first half of the film because,
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Take the sceneagly onin whichthe group encounter a trio of nasty chaps with a vicious

dog. After a tense encounter they leave, never to reappear. Same goes with the impressive
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to form between two characters, shortly before they leave to lgefp after anincident and
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¢ KI{dQa YrRail Expl@rersid bad film, though. Thankfully, after this initial 40
minutes or so of random ideas, encounters and plot points, the proper conflict really take
shape and things start to geteresting.
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become a fairly gory film. It never quite manages to reach the notorious deptHesiélor

the like and the majority of the more gruesome actidrappen offcamera but one scene in

particular near the end, in which (without going into too much detail) a shirtless man has his

‘other shirt removed and pulled over his head in the goriest wedgie imaginable, will have

anyone but the most bloodthirsty gehound wincing.

Parts of it still fall into typical annoying horror clichés. When the eventual bad guy is
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circumstances, becomes intensely irritating over a fifte@nute period.

That saidUrban Explorers still a good deal better than many of thisteland The
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little ideas.

Threeout of five

How to seeiit
Urban Explorers available on DVD and Bly in the UK. In America it's DIy and is
available under its alternative titl& he Depraved

Bits and pieces

wl'd love to try urban exploration one day, maybe to see some of the abandoned London
Underground tube stations that were closed many years ago. As long as it's safe and there
aren't any dodgy bastards living in there a®Jitban Exploretrd'd be well up for it.

wlf you're also interested in the exploration of abandoned and unseen locatabrexk out

the documentaryUrbexon Vimeo. It's an interesting little film in which the filmmaker,
having reached his lowest ebb in life, finds salvation and inspiration in America's decaying
and forgotten past.



The Wasp Woman (1959)

Director: Roger Caman
Starring:Susan Cabot, Michael Mark, Anthony Eisley
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If I had a penny for ever$0s movie that copied the whole 'scientific progress goes boink’
setupofThe FIf L QR LINRP Ol 0 2% toKBRIFIl ME8®dzy R an Oy L &t
Either way,The Wasp Womais one such movie, and while its setting and plot begin

differently to that of The Flythings soon start to get very familiar.

After neglecting his job as a beekeeper by instead catohamps and performing

experiments on them in his office, the eccentric and elderly Eric Zinthrop is told to piss off
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Zinthrop pays an unannounced visit to Starlin, a cosmetic firm in New York, and asks for an
audience with theirowneWl Yy A OS { GF NI Ay ® | Sasérudnzhativhed SNJ 6 K | {
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makes it look younger. Stunned, Janice gives him an immediate contract and promises to

pay him anyting he wants to develop and perfect the formula exclusively for her company.
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namely, if a human uses it they look a lot younger at first but once it wears off they turn into

a huge, murderous wasp monster. Better cancel your order for now, Boots.
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youthful looks but at night it wears off and she transforms, killing anyone who happens to
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and is in hospital. Meanwhile, the serum is running low, meaning Janice will soon transform
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The Wasp Womais, as Charles Dickens or{peobably)putit, d R ¥4 | a Fdz01 ¢ 2 K
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poster, the wasp costumaithe actual movie is gt that: a stupid furry mask with two furry

gloves. On some scenes, when we see the waspified Janice from behind, we can see where

her wasp mask ends and her very human neck begins.
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