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Introduction  
 
Welcome to That Was A Bit Mental: Volume 2, the second ebook compilation of reviews 
from my award-repelling film review website. 
 
Many thanks to you for purchasing this lengthy tome, unless you managed to blag a free 
copy somehow: in which case, well done on dodging the measly £1.50 admission fee. 
 
For those not in the know and blind-purchasing this because you saw a blood splatter on the 
cover and thought it'd be edgy, That Was A Bit Mental is a website dedicated to reviews of 
odd movies. 
 
Mainly (but not exclusively) dealing with horror movies, the criteria for eligibility on That 
Was A Bit Mental has widened over the years. The general rule is that the film must have 
the ability to potentially make someone turn to their companion as the credits roll and say 
άǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭέΦ 
 
In short, as long as it isn't a romantic comedy, chances are it's eligible for inclusion. 
 
Enclosed in these electronic pages, then, are 99 of the finest reviews from my site, 
presented in a 'director's cut' format. Typos have been fixed, shit jokes have been replaced 
with microscopically less shit ones, confusing paragraphs have been cleaned up and 
shameless Amazon links to DVDs and Blu-rays have been punted. 
 
In short, they're basically how I should have written them in the first place. Ah well. 
 
άhƴƭȅ фф ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎΚέ L ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƛƭΦ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ŝōƻƻƪ ƘŀŘ мллΗ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ L ǇŀƛŘ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
£1.50 for this, you're screwing me out of a penny and a half's worth of content! A pox on 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 
 
Pox thee not, dear reader, because there is indeed a hundredth article tucked away at the 
back of this ebook that's better than any standard review: my alternative script for Twilight. 
 
Originally intended as a relatively short, shameless attempt to get site traffic from teeny-
boppers, it evolved as I wrote it and ended up becoming the longest article on That Was A 
Bit Mental. It's probably my favourite, too. 
 
Enough of these pesky formalities, however. It's time for you to read a big load of reviews of 
films, most of which you probably haven't seen and are likely to never want to. For every 
Alien and Blair Witch Project you'll find in this book, expect to find ten Slaughter Highs and  
Please Don't Eat My Mothers. 
 
Whether you're of the opinion that I watch all this shite so you don't have to, or that I watch 
all this shite so you're better informed as to which is good shite and which is just shite shite, 
I hope you find this ebook useful and entertaining. 
 



Massive thanks again for reading. 
 
Chris Scullion 
December 2014  



Alice Sweet Alice (1976 )  
 
Director: Alfred Sole 
 
Starring: Paula Sheppard, Linda Miller, Niles McMaster, Mildred Clinton, Brooke Shields 
 
Also known as: Communion (original title), Holy Terror (re-release title) 
 
άMaybe you are afraid that God will send St. Michael to take another of your loved ones. 
When St. Michael took my little girl, I only thought of how cruel God was.έ 
 
LǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŀōƻƻ ƛƴ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
filmmakers are wary of killing a kid in a movie ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ς but it also works 
the other way too. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛȊŜŀōƭŜ ƭƛǎǘΣ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘΣ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳǎ 
which feature a scene in which a child murders someone else. 
 
Alice Sweet Alice ƛǎƴΩǘ afraid of either taboo. Not only does it include a child being killed 
mere minutes into its runtime, its entire plot also revolves around the notion that another 
child may be killing people. 
 
The latter child in question is the titular Alice, a badly-behaved 12-year-ƻƭŘ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻΩǎ 
constantly winding up and bullying her younger sister Karen (played by a young Brooke 
Shields). 
 
²ƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ƭƛŎŜ 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ǝƻ 
seriously out of control. 
 
It all kicks off at the local chapel, where Karen is set to get her first holy communion along 
with a bunch of other girls her age (the film was originally known as Communion before it 
was rebranded a couple of years later following Brooke ShielŘǎΩ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀƳŜύΦ 
 
While waiting in a back room before entering the church, Karen is grabbed by a masked 
assailant wearing a yellow raincoat. 
 
{ƘŜΩǎ ōǊǳǘŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊŀƴƎƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ōƻŘȅ ŘǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǘǊǳƴƪΣ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜ 
with a candle. Killing a 9-year-ƻƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦƛƭƳΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ōƻƭŘΦ 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ YŀǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ !ƭƛŎŜΩǎ ŘŀŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǳƴǘ ς who loathes Alice ς moves in to 
help her mum. 
 
Before long a number of other dodgy incidents take place and it quickly becomes apparent 
that Alice may be the guilty party. 
 



bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ƪƛƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǾŜǊǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ŎŀǘǎΣ ƘŜǊ ŀǳƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ 
mysteriously stabbed in the hallway by the masked, raincoated killer shortly after we see 
Alice putting on that very outfit. 
 
.ǳǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΚ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ !ƭƛŎŜ ŀŘŀƳŀƴǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΚ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ŀǳƴǘΣ ƛƴ 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŀŘŀƳŀƴǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘΚ ²ƘȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŜƴtal institution for evaluation, 
ŘƻŜǎ !ƭƛŎŜΩǎ ƭƛŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊ ǘŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǎƘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘΚ DŀƘΣ Ƴȅ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ōǊŀƛƴǎΦ 
 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǇƻƛƭƛƴƎ ǎƘƛǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ !ƴŘ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ you do 
that, because Alice Sweet Alice has a curious atmosphere to it that sets it apart from most 
Ωтлǎ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎΦ 
 
Indeed, it feels more like an Italian giallo film, with its whodunit plot and elaborate, almost 
lovingly-constructed murders. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ŧǳƭƭ of strong performances, particularly from Paula Sheppard and Linda Miller as 
Alice and her mum. 
 
Both work fantastically together, with Sheppard excelling as a young girl growing ever colder 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ only daughter she has left. 
 
Lǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜǎǎ-than-
stellar performance and part-mumbly, part-screamy dialogue means a number of key plot 
points (specifically the all-important motive) can be easily missed ς I had to look it up on 
IMDb later because I had no fucking clue what they were saying. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
its final little shock twist is one of the finer άWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
is just as well because it takes place in a church. Get it watched, then. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Alice Sweet Alice is only available on DVD at the moment. UK readers will want to get the 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ уу CƛƭƳǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴŎǳǘ 
form on DVD in the UK (previous releases have cut out a few seconds of animal cruelty in 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ Ŏŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǿǳƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜύΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ ŀǳŘƛƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΦ 
 
In tƘŜ ¦{Σ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 5±5 ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƛǎ ōȅ IŜƴΩǎ ¢ƻƻǘƘ ±ƛŘŜƻΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ 
includes the same commentary. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Have a look online for the re-release trailer of Alice Sweet Alice to see sneakiness at its 
best. The film was re-released after Brooke Shields became famous and though she's only in 
the film for the first ten minutes, the trailer implies she's the star. Cheeky bastards. 
 



ω Paula Sheppard, who played Alice, was actually 19 years old during filming even though 
she was playing a 12-year-old. Oddly, despite putting in a decent performance, she only 
starred in one other movie - odd sci-fi comedy Liquid Sky - before quitting acting. 



Alien (19 79) 
 
Director: Ridley Scott 
 
Starring: Sigourney Weaver, John Hurt, Ian Holm, Tom Skerritt, Harry Dean Stanton, 
Yaphet Kotto, Veronica Cartwright 
 
ά²ŜΩƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǇŀƛǊǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǎǘŜǇ ōȅ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƴŘ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōǳƭƪƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǾŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōƭƻǿ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
you?έ 
 
It speaks volumes of Alienϥǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ор ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
still one of the most effective sci-fi/horror hybrids ever made. While many sci-fi films of its 
ŜǊŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŘŀǘŜŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ !ƭƛŜƴΨǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŎƛƴƎ Ŝnsure it still holds 
ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ όŀƴŘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇύ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ 
 
It tells the story of the Nostromo, a mining ship that intercepts a strange SOS signal from a 
nearby planet. Waking from hypersleep, the crew of the Nostromo land on the planet to 
investigate. There they find a deadly parasite that infects a crew member and uses his body 
as a host to infiltrate the ship, at which point it begins systematically killing the rest of the 
crew. 
 
The key to AlienΩǎ ǎŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ wƛŘƭŜȅ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Jaws technique: by showing 
as little of the monster as possible, Scott has the viewer filling in the blanks themselves, 
adding what personally scares them and making something much worse than could ever 
possibly be shown on-screen. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭƛŜƴ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƻŦ {ǿƛǎǎ ǎǳǊǊŜŀƭƛǎǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ Iw 
Giger that his creation is still terrifying in full view. Its long head and extending teeth are as 
close to a killer penis as you can get, and as the crew members are offed one by one and the 
ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƘŜǊƻƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ wƛǇƭŜȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ 
ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŦŜǾŜǊƛǎƘƭȅ ǎŎǊƛōōƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ άƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ 
their mental notebooks.  
 
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ, mind you. This sexual subtext is rife in AlienΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ 
ǎƻ ŎǊŜŜǇȅΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻƭΩ ŎƻŎƪ-headed Alien with its extending knob mouth pumping 
subconscious fears willy-nilly into the minds of the female half of the audience, the little 
Facehugger parasites are working on the male half. 
 
The Facehuggers turn the tables on gender equality: being as delicate with my descriptions 
ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ CŀŎŜƘǳƎƎŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǾŀƎƛƴŀ-shaped underside, that impregnates 
the male human, dropping its seed down his throat and letting him incubate the baby Alien 
ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŜǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΦ 
 
LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ϥ/ƘŜǎǘōǳǊǎǘŜǊϥ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƛƴ Alien, partly for the 
reasons given above but mainly for the way it comes out of nowhere. Legend has it the rest 



ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƭŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ IǳǊǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
into a seizure and convulsing, being pinned to the table and a huge lump blasting out of his 
chest were genuine. 
 
Alien is a classic because it takes a minimalist approach to horror. Everything leading up to 
the last 15 minutes (at which point shit goes down) takes place at a very slow pace, setting 
an atmosphere as it goes and using that aforementioned Jaws trick to make sure the viewer 
ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǳƴǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǳǘ ς 
released in 2003 ς is shorter than the Theatrical Cut, as Scott decided to remove more shots 
of the Alien (mostly the uncoƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ άƳŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǳƛǘέ ƻƴŜǎύ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
and mysterious. 
 
So, Alien, then. A sci-fi film about men getting pregnant and women being scared by big 
cock-headed space monsters. On paper it sounds like it should be a load of shite (especially 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦŀŎŜǘƛƻǳǎ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘύΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
greatest horror films ever made ς at separate times atmospheric and energetic, subtle and 
shocking, unsettling and terrifying. 
 
Oh, and its trailer is amazing too. 
 
Five out of five 
 
How to see it  
There are umpteen ways to see Alien. You can either get the DVD on its own or get it as part 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ !ƭƛŜƴ vǳŀŘǊƛƭƻƎȅ ōƻȄǎŜǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ .ƭǳ-ray person you can get the 
film on its own ς and this is what I recommend ς as part of the Alien Anthology Blu-ray 
collection which can be found for stupidly cheap considering how much extra content it 
offers. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If you're one of those modern hip kids who plays them there video game thingies, you 
should really give Alien Isolation a whirl. Many games have tried to relicate the atmosphere 
of Alien and almost all have failed, but Isolation completely nails it. 
 
ω Go hunting on YouTube and you'll find test footage online of Bolaji Badejo, the chap who 
played the Alien wearing an early version of the costume and trying different types of 
movement, making it behave more like a dinosaur at times. It's an interesting look at what 
could have been, and frankly I'm relieved they went with something different in the end. 
 
ω {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǇȅ ǘƛǘƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜϥǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 
Alien is a brilliant example of this: it's short and to-the-point. It's certainly a bloody good 
deal better than its original working title, Star Beast. 



Aliens (1986 ) 
 
Director: James Cameron 
 
Starring: Sigourney Weaver, Michael Biehn, Paul Reiser, Lance Henriksen, Bill Paxton, 
Jenette Goldstein, Carrie Henn 
 
ά²ŜΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪΣ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ aƻǎǘƭȅΦέ 
 
LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ǌare that a sequel not only offers a complete change of pace to its predecessor but 
also manages to match it in terms of quality. Aliens is one such film, one that has a very 
different feel to Alien but is still a fantastic film regardless. 
 
After her epic battle with the Alien at the end of the first movie, Ripley (Sigourney Weaver) 
takes a well-ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƘȅǇŜǊǎƭŜŜǇ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊΦ ¢ǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻƻ 
tired though, because she remains asleep in suspended animation for 57 years and by the 
ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎŀƭǾŀƎŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǎƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ 
ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ мл-year-old daughter has died of old age. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ 
in the first filmΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ŏƻƭƻƴȅ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
pricey mining ship in the first film, and tell her to go see a psychiatrist. That is, until a few 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŎǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ IƳƳƳΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘΦ  
 
hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘ ς there be Aliens all up in that bitch ς but the company 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪ wƛǇƭŜȅ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ōŀŎƪΦ wŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǎƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
is just as welƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩŘ ōŜ ƴƻ ŦƛƭƳΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƴŜǎΣ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ !ƭƛŜƴ ōǳǘ ŀ 
whole army of them, makes Aliens a very different film to Alien. The moments of tension 
remain but rather than ending in a crew member getting stealthily picked off, they usually 
conclude with lots of gunfire, yelling and blink-and-ȅƻǳΩƭƭ-miss-them shots of Aliens 
ŜȄǇƭƻŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŀŎƛŘƛŎ ƳŜǎǎ ƻŦ ȄŜƴƻƎǳǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ Aliens is all 
the better for it. 
 
With ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜǎǘƻǎǘŜǊƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
hard to find a character that genuinely seems like they might be vulnerable, which is why 
the ingenious introduction of Newt is so important to Aliens. Newt is a 10-year-old girl 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ƭƛŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ōȅ ŎǊŀǿƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
the air ducts and other nooks and crannies of the colony complex. Other than her expert 
hide-and-ǎŜŜƪ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƭǳƴƎǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ όȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
a scream this high in your life), Newt is otherwise as vulnerable as a snowman in Barbados 



and so Ripley not only takes on the role of the heroine once again but also that of the 
protector. 
 
The supporting cast is of a high quality throughout. Cult legends like Bill Paxton, Jenette 
Goldstein and Terminator alumni Michael Biehn and Lance Henriksen are all perfect in their 
wildly different roles, and Paul Reiser ς usually a bad comedian ς ƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ άǿŜŀǎŜƭέ 
as he plays the company sleazeball who has a hidden motive for the mission. 
 
Aliens has been available in two different versions for quite some time now. A Special 
9Řƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ мффн ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ 
minutes to proceedings. Much of this extra footage takes place in the opening half of the 
film, but it adds more depth to each of the lead characters by showing what happened to 
bŜǿǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
choice between the two (and you have the time to watch a 154-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŦƛƭƳύ LΩŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ 
recommend the Special Edition because the majority of the extra content is interesting stuff 
and only serves to increase your attachment to the characters. 
 
Regardless of which ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Aliens where 
everything properly kicks into high gear and it all gets crazy. The introduction of the 
ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ vǳŜŜƴ !ƭƛŜƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ƛƴ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ 
surprised if an illustration of the epic final battle was found in some dictionaries next to the 
word 'awesome'. 
 
Is Aliens undoubtedly better than its predecessor? No. Does that mean the original remains 
the best? No. Choosing which is best between Alien and Aliens is like choosing which is best 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦ .ƻǘƘ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ŜǾŜǊ-so-slightly prefer Aliens because 
its focus on action and its greater number of memorable lines makes it more entertaining on 
repeat viewings, but this favouritism is negligible to say the least. My advice is simple ς get 
them both and enjoy an epic four-and-a-half-hour double-bill. That way you can get stuck 
into a game of five-a-sides then go home, run the bubble bath and chew on your Curly 
²ǳǊƭȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ 
 
Five out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'How to see it' section for Alien, as it's the same situation. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Big respect to Michael Biehn, who plays Corporal Hicks in Aliens. There aren't many actors 
who can claim to have been in not just one of the most iconic movies of the '80s, but two of 
them (he also played the protagonist Kyle Reese in The Terminator). Only Lance Henriksen 
can match that ς he too was in Aliens and The Terminator, albeit in lesser roles. 
  
ω If you're the sort of nerdlinger (like me) who likes to watch the end credits of a film right 
to the end, doing so with Aliens will let you hear the sound of a Facehugger scuttling past. 
 



ω There's one thing Aliens doesn't get enough credit for, and that's a countdown timer that 
actually fucking works. In most movies a countdown (usually for a bomb or something) lasts 
much longer than the 10 seconds we see on the timer, but the 15-minute countdown timer 
that appears near the end of the film (no spoilers) does actually last exactly 15 minutes. 
That's some fine editing there. 



Alien 3  (1992 ) 
 
Director: David Fincher 
 
Starring: Sigourney Weaver, Charles Dutton, Charles Dance, Paul McGann, Lance 
Henriksen, an Alien 
 
ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ŘƛŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘΣ ƻǊ 
ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ƪƴŜŜǎΣ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎΚ L ŀƛƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎΦ bƻōƻŘȅ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ {ƻ L 
say fucƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛǘΦϦ 
 
ADVANC9 ²!wbLbDΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǇƻƛƭŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀǊƴŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
than two decades old, to be fair. 
 
LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƧƻōΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ȅƻu were the manager of something... a plumbing 
ŦƛǊƳΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƙŀppy with the knowledge that when 
it comes to managing plumbing firms, you know your onions. 
 
bƻǿ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ǘǿƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ hƴŜ brother is a leading politician: be that 
the Prime Minister, President, whatever it is in your country. The other brother is one of the 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ ²ƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ 
display room. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ stop reading this ebook 
and go back to reading Fifty Shades of Shite. ̧ ŜǎΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Alien 3 is 
the plumbing firm manager of the Alien series. Look, just go with it. 
 
The film begins right after the events of Aliens, with Ripley, Newt, Hicks and android chum 
Bishop escaping the Alien-infested colony planet LV-426. All is not well, though, because a 
Facehugger has managed to smuggle itself onboard too. 
 
¢ǊƛƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƭŀǊƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ŀǊŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǇƻŘ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ 
nearby planet. When she comes to, Ripley is told ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ bŜǿǘ ŀƴŘ 
Hicks are both dead and Bishop has been completely broken. 
 
¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ 
landed on Fiorina 161, a prison planet where the entire population consists of males. And 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ 
 
Not that this becomes much of an issue when it quickly emerges the stowaway Facehugger 
has managed to get inside the prison complex, planting its seed inside a dog and creating 
the first dog Alien. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŦƻǊ wƛǇƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊƛƴƴƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛƴŜƴΩΣ 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƛƴŜƴ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ... by which I mean weapons to fire. After all, being 



a prison planet populated by murderers and rapists, it was dŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƛǎŜ 
to leave firearms around. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŎƘŀǇ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōǳǘ 
ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ȄŜƴƻƳƻǊǇƘ ŘƻƎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŀƳǇ ōƻǘƘ ǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ Ƨŀǿǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
your dangly bits. 
 
With this premise, Alien 3 ŦŜŜƭǎ ƛƴŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜΦ Lǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀƴ 
experience similar to that of Alien or Aliens, and so decided to combine both. 
 
By returning to the simpler formula of a single creature and no weapons to fight it with, it 
initially seems to be leaning back towards the more tension-filled atmosphere of the first 
film. 
 
However, Alien's atmosphere was also partly down to the small crew (each of whom who 
you cared about) and the fact it took place in a relatively small ship. By sticking it in a 
massive prison complex and chucking a load of meatheads in there, parts of it start to feel 
like the more action-focused sequel Aliens instead. 
 
The result is the inevitable jack of all trades and master of none, with a film trying to 
combine the slow pace of the first film with the action of the second and ultimately failing 
to nail either. 
 
Not that fans of the series will feel catered for, anyway. Before the opening credits have 
even finished rolling (preceded by a brilliantly creepy alternative version of the 20th Century 
CƻȄ ŦŀƴŦŀǊŜύΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƻŦ IƛŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿǘΣ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ǿŜΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ 
three hours getting to know in the last film. 
 
Hicks was a great character in Aliens and his presence on a prison planet would have been 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ-year-old Newt that grates most, as it completely 
ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅǎ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
protect her from the Aliens was all in vaƛƴΦ άDŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ōƛǘΦΦΦ ƻƘΦ bŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘΦέ 
 
Having Ripley then perform a fairly gruesome autopsy on this young girl we were once eager 
to see survive is the final insult, and a pretty disturbing scene to watch. 
 
This 'up yours' to the fans aside, Alien 3 ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƛŘƭŜȅ {Ŏƻǘǘ ŀƴŘ 
James Cameron, and with then-newcomer director David Fincher constantly fucked around 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ όƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŎǳǘύΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛǎ 
nothing more than a sci-fi slasher film with an Alien playing the role of Freddy, Jason or 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŦƛƴŜΦ 
 
The only time things really fall apart is during the third act, in which the remaining prisoners 
decide to try trapping the Alien by leading it to a giant piston then pouring hot lead onto it. 
 



This results in a messy ten-minute segment in which the Alien is led through a complex relay 
system of prisoners who let it chase them one at a time (complete with overuse of a first-
person Alien viewpoint) as they lock doors along the way, forcing it towards the piston. 
 
With all these similarly bald chaps running around hollering corridor numbers at each other, 
ȅƻǳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƭƻǎŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ƛŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǿorking or not 
όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǳƳōΥ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘύΦ 
 
Once the Alien is disposed of, the film finally redeems itself with a brilliant ending in which 
wƛǇƭŜȅΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŜǎǘburster, launches herself into a furnace, 
incinerating both her and the Alien sprog so the evil Wayland-¸ǳǘŀƴƛ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ 
for bio-weaponry research. 
 
Alien 3 may not be the greatest Alien ŦƛƭƳ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ όŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘύΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ-decent 
sci-fi film in its own right, with a brave ending showing that our heroine is willing to make 
the ultimate sacrifice to save the rest of the world. And with Ripley now dead, it brings a 
decent close to the series, drawing a line under it all. 
 
Um. RiƎƘǘΦ !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΧ 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'How to see it' section for Alien, as it's the same situation. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Try to get hold of the Alien Anthology Blu-ray box set because it contains a brilliant 
documentary detailing the hell David Fincher went through trying to get this film made. Not 
many behind-the-scenes documentaries are as brutally honest as this one, but Alien 3's 
production problems are so well documented that I suppose it would have been ridiculous 
for Fox to pretend it was all rosy. 
 
ω Michael Biehn was raging when he discovered that Alien 3 would start with Hicks dead, 
meaning his services were no longer needed. An early version of the script had a 
Chestburster coming out of Hicks, with a replica of him planned to be built, but he 
threatened to sue Fox for using his likeness. Eventually they ended up using his photo at the 
start during a computer sequence - amazingly, Biehn was paid more for the use of this 
photo than he did for starring in Aliens. 



Alien: Resurrection (1997 ) 
 
Director: Jean-Pierre Jeunet 
 
Starring: Sigourney Weaver, Winona Ryder, Dominique Pinon, Ron Perlman, Brad Dourif 
 
RIPLEY ς ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ƘƛƧŀŎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
cryo tube to thƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŀƭƛŜƴ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŀǎǘȅ ƻƴŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ŦŜǿ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ōǳǊǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛōŎŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ŘƛŜΦ !ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΚ 
 
PURVIS ς ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ 
 
RIPLEY ς άLΩƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 
There are some people who feel writer Joss Whedon can do no wrong. To those people I 
remove my cap, stare soberly at them and nod my head in the direction of Alien 
Resurrection, at which point blood streams freely from their eyes as they collapse in a heap, 
screaming indecipherable slogans of bile and malice. 
 
To be fair, that would maybe be a bit of an overreaction on their behalf, because Alien 
Resurrection ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ Alien film ever made. 
 
With Ripley (Sigourney Weaver) well and truly dead at the end of the third film having 
launched herself into a massive pit of lava, it was always going to have to be a massively 
ƘƻƪŜȅ ǘǿƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŦƛƭƳΦ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ (or, 
rather, it does). 
 
ΨwƛǇƭŜȅΩ wakes up in a massive ship, 200 years after the events of Alien 3Φ .ǳǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŀƭ wƛǇƭŜȅΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƭƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƳƻǾƛŜΦ Iƻǿ 
Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƭƻƴŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǾŀ ǘŀƴƪΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ask? They 
ŘƻƴΩǘΥ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƭƻƴŜ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŘǊƻǇǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ōƭƻƻŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΦ 
 
όhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ wƛǇƭŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōƭŜŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ Alien 3 since, as she was pregnant 
with a queen Alien, the Alien on the ship never tried to attack her. Maybe ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ΨǘƻǿŜƭ 
ǘƛƳŜΩΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ridiculous later on.) 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ wƛǇƭŜȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŜƎƎŜŘ ƛǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ŀƎƻΣ ƳƛƴŘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀ 
new and improved Ripley, made with a brand new formula (remember when Nestle added 
the white bit to Milky Way bars ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΚ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘύΦ 
 
{ƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƘŜǊ 5b! Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ !ƭƛŜƴΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ 
traits ς acidic blood, super strength, ridiculous pain tolerance and the like. 
 



!ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŦƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŦǊȅ όǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ōȅ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ 
ŎƘƛǇ Ŧŀǘ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳύΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƻƴōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǊƛƎŀΣ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƻŘƎȅ 
experiments. 
 
Just like the real Ripley, the cloned version was also pregnant with a Queen Alien, but the 
ōƛƎ ǎŎŀǊ ƻƴ ƴŜǿ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎΥ ƘŜǊ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
growing fairly rapidly. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘo get hold 
ƻŦ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ !ƭƛŜƴ ŜƎƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƻŘƎȅ ΨŎŀǊƎƻΩ όŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴǎύ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
of space bandits, they get Facehugging and start spawning some proper warrior Aliens. 
 
The aim of all this is studying the Aliens and seeing what makes them tick. Unsurprisingly, it 
turns out what makes them tick is busting out of their pishy little cells and going on a 
rampage. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ wƛǇƭŜȅΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ōŀƴŘƛǘǎ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƛŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
somehow. But with her Alien blood, can she really be trusted? (Yes, as it turns out.) 
 
LǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ Wƻǎǎ ²ƘŜŘƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ IŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ 
very different actors in mind when writing the script, so for example when he was writing 
the character of ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƎƻŜǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘ .ǊŀŘ 5ƻǳǊƛŦ όŀƪŀ aǊ ΨIf You See Me In A Film You Know My Character Will Go A Bit 
MentalΩύ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛǎǘΦ 
 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƭŀƳŜΣ as regardless of casting some of the sillier ideas 
in the film are indeed part of the script he wrote. Ripley playing basketball with Ron 
Perlman? That was Whedon. Aliens taking part in an underwater chase sequence before 
trying to attack a paraplegic tied ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǳȅΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ŎƭƛƳō ŀ ƭŀŘŘŜǊΚ !ƭƭ 
Whedon. 
 
His masterstroke, however, is the insane ending in which it emerges that the Queen Alien, 
ƴƻǿ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƎǊƻǿƴΣ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ wƛǇƭŜȅΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘǊŀƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
mammal instead of laying eggs. This results in a truly bizarre half-human, half-Alien hybrid 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǎƛƎƘǘǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΦ {ƻǊǊȅ WƻǎǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻƴ 
casting. 
 
Alien 3 was a slight let-down but by at least ending with Ripley killing herself and sacrificing 
herself to destroy the Alien species it would have been a decent enough way to bring the 
series to a close. 
 
By refusing to let Ripley die and adding a number of ridiculous twists to the tale, 
Resurrection takes what was once a highly respected sci-fi series and turns it into hokey 
popcorn flick nonsense. 
 
If you just want to switch your mind off for two hours and enjoy a silly creature feature, 
then Alien: Resurrection ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ Řƻes. 



 
The problem is that what it does is a million miles from what Alien and Aliens did, and in 
ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Alien saga. 
 
Two out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'How to see it' section for Alien, as it's the same situation. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Jeunet wasn't too fussed by the critical panning Resurrection got when it was released. 
Instead he had a break from filmmaking then, four years later, went on to direct Amelie, 
which many regard as one of the greatest films ever made. I'm still waiting for that 
inevitable Alien vs Amelie crossover though. 
 
ω There's a shot where Ripley, being some sort of weird superhuman/alien hybrid, grabs a 
basketball and, while walking away, tosses it back over her shoulder, droping it perfectly 
into the net. Amazingly, this was real and a complete fluke (the plan was to replace it with 
CGI). It was almost ruined, too, thanks to Ron Perlman, who was also in shot and broke 
character right after the ball went in, going crazy. Thankfully, there were just enough frames 
in there to keep the scene in and cut right before Perlman goes nuts. 



Alligator  (19 80) 
 
Director: Lewis Teague 
 
Starring: Robert Forster, Robin Riker, Michael Gazzo 
 
άLΩƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ LΩƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƪƛŎƪ ƛǘǎ ŀǎǎΦέ ό5ŀǾƛŘΣ 
Alligator) 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘƻǇ ǘƛǇΥ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƴƻȅǎ ȅƻǳΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƭǳǎƘ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǘ 
baby alligator down the toilet to punish her. Chances are, twelve years later the alligator will 
still be living in the sewers and will have mutated into a huge beast by eating genetically 
modified dogs. Oh, and according to Alligator, your daughter will also mysteriously age 
about 20 years and become a redhead. 
 
Alligator ƛǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ too seriously. It follows David 
Madison, a Chicago cop investigating a number of body parts that have mysteriously been 
ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ Lǘ ǎƻƻƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊ 
living in the sewers, one much bigger than any other alligator known to man. 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎŜǳǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǊƳƻƴŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
been illegally acquiring dogs, injecting them with a serum that makes them grow quickly, 
ǘƘŜƴ ŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǿŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǘƻǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜŜƴ 
eating them, hence its ridiculous size. After going into the sewers and seeing the gator eat 
one of his partners, David has to convince his fellow cops ς as well as an alligator specialist 
όǿƘƻΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭ Ǝrown up) ς ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘΦ  
 
The monster effects in Alligator are handled in two different ways depending on the scene. 
Sometimes they seemingly used a real alligator and made it walk through a miniaturised set 
(which is blatantly obvious at some points, such as the moment it brushes past a clearly 
cardboard bench and it slides out of the way). At other times the film makes use of a large 
mechanical alligator, much like the mechanical shark featured in Jaws. This makes for a few 
great moments wheǊŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƻǊΩǎ mouth, struggling to 
ŜǎŎŀǇŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ /DL ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŘŀǊƪ Alligator ƎŜǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
taken less seriously than Jaws and others of its ilk. Various legs are bitten off, people are 
swallowed whole, an old man is trapped in a car while the gator smashes it and crushes him 
ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǘŀōƻƻ ōȅ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ 
because Alligator is pretty tame these days, so rather than feeling offended or disturbed 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŎƘǳŎƪƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊΦ 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ Alligator ŘƻŜǎ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘǊƛŎƪǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴade clear 
through the opening credits that the alligator in the sewer is definitely the one dropped in 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƘǊƻǿŀǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 



female scientist helping out David is the same young child from that opening sequence, they 
never make the connection in the film that this is her alligator all grown up. 
 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘƻǊ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ άƻƘ 
ǎƘƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ w!ahbέ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘtle something to proceedings, as it is it just 
feels like an odd coincidence with no real closure. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƛǘǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ Alligator is one of the better examples of the slew of cheapo 
ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ WŀǿǎΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ after cheese featuring a 
ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊ όŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜύΣ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ȅCȅ ǇƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
now ς LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΣ Mega Python vs Gatoroid ς and hunt this bastard down instead. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Anchor Bay UK released a lovely little two-disc DVD featuring both Alligator and its sequel, 
Alligator 2: The Mutation όŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅύΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
solo DVD affair. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The original script for Alligator was a little different and, in my opinion, could have made 
for an even more ridiculous (and therefore better) film. Rather than growing large by eating 
lab rats injected with growth hormones, in the original script the alligator grew to its 
enormous size because of beer from a local beer factory pouring into the sewers. 
 
ω Apparently, as was the case with the shark in Jaws, the giant mechanical alligator kept 
malfunctioning. When shooting ended, it was donated as a mascot to the Florida Gators 
college sports team. I'm sure they were grateful for the fucking massive broken robot. 



The Amityville Asylum  (20 13) 
 
Director: Andrew Jones 
 
Starring: Sophia Del Pizzo, Lee Bane, Andy Evason, Eileen Daly 
 
LISA ς ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳŜƭƭΚέ 
 
DELANEY ς άLǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ air. No matter how much we bleach the floor, there is 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ 
 
In December 1975, George and Kathy Lutz moved into 112 Ocean Avenue, a house in 
Amityville where thirteen months previously, a man had shot and killed six members of his 
family. 
 
The Lutz family left the house after only a month, claiming they had been terrorised by evil 
paranormal forces living there. A book entitled The Amityville Horror was released two years 
later and the story went on to spawn a number of movies. 
 
The Amityville Asylum is the eleventh movie to use the Amityville story as part of its plot, 
ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŘƻŜǎΦ 
 
What we actually have here is a low-budget film shot in Wales, with a bunch of British actors 
trying to sound American while wandering around a spooky asylum and a tenuous link to 
the Amityville story shoehorned in to make the film a better sell. 
 
Lisa (Sophia Del Pizzo) takes on a cleaning job at an asylum. After meeting her co-worker 
Delaney (LŜŜ .ŀƴŜύ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ 
 
This entails meeting each patient, getting an impressively detailed rundown of their entire 
ōŀŎƪǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ όŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊΣ ƳƛƴŘύΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
cleaning equipment. 
 
In faŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ 
to use them all goes on for a mystifyingly long time, to the extent that I ended up thinking 
άǘƘƛǎ I!{ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƭƻǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴέΦ bƻǇŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎŎŜƴe on how to use 
bleach. 
 
As time goes on at the asylum, Lisa is subjected to a number of disturbing incidents. One 
night she sees a young girl wandering the halls. On another night, upon spotting a 
supposedly mute and catatonic elderly patient also roaming the hallways, said patient tells 
[ƛǎŀ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΦ 
 
Worst of all, another patient ς this one a resident in the dodgily-titled Ward X ς claims to 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƪƴƻǿǎ [ƛǎŀΩǎ ƳǳƳ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŎƪǎ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ !ƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǳƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜΦ 



 
9ŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣ [ƛǎŀ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ 5ŜƭŀƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎȅƭǳƳΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊƭƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜǊΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻŘŘ ŀƴŘΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦǊŀƴƪƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ 
a complete mess. 
 
LŦ L Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōƭǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ LΩve had shites that were scarier than The Amityville Asylum. 
The so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨŎǊŜŜǇȅΩ ōƛǘǎ Ǉŀǎǎ ƘŀǊƳƭŜǎǎƭȅ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ 
twists are about as harrowing as getting the hiccups. 
 
Incredibly, it also has the balls to try the tired άȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ·Κ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ¸έ ǘǿƛǎǘ ς the oldest trick in the book ς twice in the space of twenty minutes. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ ¸ƻǳ ǎŀǿ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭƭǿŀȅΚ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
20. DUM DUM DUMMMM. And what? ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ 
But she died last night! DUM DUM DUMMMM. 
 
LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΚ ¸ƻǳǊ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ The Amityville AsylumΚ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŦǳŎƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳƛǘȅǾƛƭƭŜΗ 
DUM DUM DUMMM(B). 
 
Eventually, the film does reveal its tenuous (and ridiculous) link to the Amityville series. It 
turns out the asylum was built on the grounds of the demolished Amityville house and as 
such the so-called ghosts that haunted it are now in the asylum. 
 
Um, except in real life the Amityville house still eȄƛǎǘǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ōǳƳǿŀǎƘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
just jammed the Amityville story in for some extra notoriety. 
 
Shite plot and atrocious ending aside (there are something like three different attempts at a 
twist in there, each one randomly ditched and replaced with another like an indecisive 
ǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎύΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭȅ ǎƘƻǘ ǘƻƻΦ 
 
{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀƭ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘing, 
particularly when the camera is placed behind a door, or a table, or a wall in an attempt to 
ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ΨǾƻȅŜǳǊΩ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘǎ ǳǇ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ΨL ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΩ ŦŜŜƭΦ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ Ψ!ƳƛǘȅǾƛƭƭŜΩ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΣ 
ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ άŀƘ-MITTY-ǾƛƭƭŜέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ά!I-ƳƛǘǘȅǾƛƭƭŜέΦ CǳŎƪ ƳŜΦ 
 
The only saving grace, and the sole element ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƭƳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ΨƘŀƭŦ ŀ 
¢ǊŜǾƻǊΩ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻƴ ¢hat Was A Bit Mental, is Sophia Del Pizzo in the lead role of Lisa. 
 
IŜǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŀŎŎŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ Ƴȅ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƻƴŜ όƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ LΩƳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
back in Tandoori Palace again), but that aside she really does try to polish a turd. She puts in 
ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭȅ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ς and I mean that in a good way ς ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ 
in something good in the future. 
 
.ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΦ 



 
One out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Amityville Asylum is currently only available on DVD in the UK and US. 
  
Bits and pieces 
ω Being the complete pissbag I am, I once tweeted lead actress Sophia Del Pizzo to tell her I 
enjoyed her performance in this, while neatly omitting the fact I thought the film itself was a 
ōǳŎƪŜǘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ǿŀƴƪΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΥ άThanks for giving it a go dude. And for the compliment. 
Low budgets can be an arse!έΦ {ƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƛǘŜΦ 
 
ω Amazingly, the film was actually supposed to have a lot more in common with The 
Amityville Horror, and was even supposed to feature Ronald DeFeo, the real-life killer whose 
slaying of his family in the Amityville house led to the initial inspiration for the book and 
film. This was thwarted when the actor who was supposed to play DeFeo was turned away 
at immigration following a mix-up with his work visa, meaning most of his scenes and 
references to DeFeo were cut from the film, leaving it fairly Amityville-free despite the title. 



Any Given Sunday (1999 ) 
 
Director: Oliver Stone 
 
Starring: Al Pacino, Jamie Foxx, Cameron Diaz, Dennis Quaid, LL Cool J, James Woods 
 
ά[ƛŦŜΩǎ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǎƻ is football. Because in either game, life or football, the margin for 
ŜǊǊƻǊ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǎƳŀƭƭΦ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ƻǊ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΦ 
One half-ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻƻ ǎƭƻǿΣ ǘƻƻ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǊŜ 
eveǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦ hƴ 
this team we fight for that inch. On this team we tear ourselves and everyone else around us 
to pieces for that inch. We claw with our fingernails for that inch. Because we know when 
ŀŘŘ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
losing.έ 
 
Take one of the greatest actors in the world, team him up with one of the greatest directors 
in the world, throw in an amazing supporting cast and set it all on an American football field. 
The result is Any Given Sunday, one of the finest sports films ever made. 
 
tŀŎƛƴƻ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ¢ƻƴȅ 5Ω!ƳŀǘƻΣ ŀƴ ŀƎƛƴƎ ŎƻŀŎƘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ aƛŀƳƛ {ƘŀǊƪǎΣ 
to glory one last time. Standing in his way are Christina Pagniacci (Cameron Diaz), the 
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƭŀǘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ όŀƴŘ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘύ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
wants to move the team to another cityΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ όWŀƳŜǎ ²ƻƻŘǎύ ǿƘƻΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 
giving players illegal injections to keep them playing, despite the risks to their health. 
 
¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǘƻƻΦ Iƛǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊōŀŎƪ όDennis Quaid) is also feeling the 
pangs of old age and fears his career is coming to an end, his wide receiver (LL Cool J) is 
ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ being thrown the ball enough and believes it could affect his sponsorship 
contracts, and the rock in his defence (played by real-life American footballer Lawrence 
Taylor) has injured his neck and is one bad tackle away from permanent paralysis at best, 
death at worst.  
 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ²ƛƭƭƛŜ .ŜŀƳŜƴ όJamie Foxx), a cocky young third-string upstart who comes 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǎƘƻŎƪ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ IŜ 
starts running different plays to the ones Tony picks and while the Sharks start to win games 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƴǎ ƭƻǾŜ .ŜŀƳŜƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀƳƳŀǘŜǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
situation is one big time bomb waiting to go off. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ hƭƛǾŜǊ {ǘƻƴŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ Any Given Sunday clocks in at a hefty 
мрл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƛƭƭŜǊΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ-fighting between players, tense 
arguments between Tony and Christina, the behind-closed-ŘƻƻǊǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ tŀŎƛƴƻΩǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻus lengthy and motivational 
speeches, every scene is captivating. 
 
Best of all though are the game sequences. You will never see any sport filmed in such a 
dramatic, impressive way as Stone uses slow motion, close-ups, point-of-view shots, 



montages and music to perfection during sequences that can often be long (up to 15 or 20 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎύ ȅŜǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜΩƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
and show something out of the ordinary, like a game taking place in torrential rain (it might 
ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ LΩƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǎǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎƛƴŜƳŀǘƛŎ Ǌŀƛƴ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǳǇ 
there with Road To Perdition and .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ !ǘ ¢ƛŦŦŀƴȅΩǎ) or a shocking injury (detatched 
eyeball, anyone?). These game sequences are clearly the highlight of the film and are 
breathtaking. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǊŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀŎǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀƳŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
what you get here. Pacino is enthralling to watch, Foxx is likeable and hateable all at once, 
Diaz comes across as the complete bitŎƘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ 
completely believable. 
 
It even has you questioning certain values throughout, particularly when Foxx calls Pacino 
out on an 'inspirational' speech he gave to him earlier in the film, about how he had to block 
out the crowd and imagine he was back at home, playing with his friends in the ghettos. At 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ tŀŎƛƴƻ ƛǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ƳǳŎƘ 
thought, but when Foxx brings it up and accuses Pacino of being pŀǘǊƻƴƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ 
but agree with him. Even decent people have flaws, it seems. 
 
Naturally, given the subject matter it's understandable that Any Given Sunday is far less 
popular in the UK than it is in America. Indeed, if (like me) you understand the rules of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǳǘ of the film because the game scenes will 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǎǘ 
ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛll give it ŀ Ǝƻ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
an incredible character study and remains one of my favourite sports films more than a 
decade after I first saw it. 
 
Five out of five 
 
How to see it  
You can get Any Given Sunday on DVD or on Blu-ray. Both versions claim to be the 
ϥ5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǳǘϥ but in reality the theatrical version (which has never been released on DVD) 
was five minutes longer. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Any Given Sunday should also be praised as the only film I've seen to date that's managed 
to use a Kid Rock song well. During one of the action scenes, Kid Rock's Bawtidaba plays in 
the background and really helps emphasise the scene. Unlike Kid Rock himself, who only 
helps emphasise what being a prick is like. 
 
ω In case you're curious about the title, it helps if you know your American football and 
know that most games are played on a Sunday. It therefore comes from a line in the film 
spoken by Al Pacino: "On any given Sunday you're gonna win or you're gonna lose. The point 
is, can you win or lose like a man?" 



Argo (2012 ) 
 
Director: Ben Affleck 
 
Starring: Ben Affleck, Bryan Cranston, Alan Arkin, John Goodman 
 
"Okay, you got six people hiding out in a town of what, four million people, all of whom 
ŎƘŀƴǘ άŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜƭƻƴƎ ŘŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ a movie in a week. You 
want to lie to Hollywood, a town where everybody lies for a living. ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ǝƻƴƴŀ ǎƴŜŀƪ 
ллт ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ /L! ōƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŎŜǊŜŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
gonna walk the Brady Bunch out of the most watched city in the world?" 
 
wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾƛŜǊ 
ǎǘǳŦŦΦ [ƛŦŜΩǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ terrorism, war and courtroom 
ŘǊŀƳŀ ǘƘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜƘƻƭŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ LΩƳ ƎŜƴerally more Motel Hell than Hotel 
Rwanda when it comes to film taste. Still, I do appreciate a good film no matter what genre, 
so when Argo ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ hǎŎŀǊǎ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ά!ǊΣ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƴέ όǎƻǊǊȅύΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ-life story of ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŎŀǇŜǊΩΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀ 
man was sent into Iran and tasked with getting six American diplomats back to the US while 
an anti-American revolution was ensuing in the background. 
 
You see, years prior America had been backing Mohammad Reza, an Iranian shah (king) who 
had made life miserable for Iranians for many years. When the Iranians revolted the shah 
fled and the US allowed him to travel there for medical treatment. Iran wanted him back so 
the entire country could kick the living pish out of him, but the US refused, so the Iranian 
people went apeshit, started massive street protests and stormed the US embassy, taking 
52 of its workers hostage as they tried to destroy any incriminating files. 
 
Six workers escaped unnoticed, though, and sought refuge in the Canadian embassy 
building (in real life they actually stayed at the British embassy too, but that was omitted 
from this film). While the Canadian ambassador kept them hidden in his house, he and the 
CIA (though mainly the CIA, according to this film: more on that later) came up with a plan 
to get them back to the States undetected. 
 
The plan was Argo, a fake science fiction movie set up by the CIA to act as cover. After 
hosting a fake press event and posting fake ads for it in movie magazine Variety (to create a 
convincing alibi should anyone be questioned), CIA operative Tony Mendez (Affleck) was 
sent to Iran to find the Canadian embassy and tell the six what was going on. The story was 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǎŜ ŀǎ !ǊƎƻΩǎ ŦƛƭƳ Ŏrew, on a location scouting exercise to see if it was 
worth shooting in Iran (so to speak). 
 
Mind you, as the film shows, there are just a few problems with this plan. The first is that in 
order to prove they were location scouting, the group actually need ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ LǊŀƴΩǎ 
busiest marketplace and walk around, taking photos, without being spotted or causing an 



ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ 
heavily grilled so their story needs to be watertight. 
 
Finally, the Iranians have set up a sweatshop to put together the shredded papers found at 
ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŜƳōŀǎǎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦΩǎ 
ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƛȄΩǎ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻwn to the Iranian 
police, making a return to America impossible. And you thought flying with Easyjet was a 
nightmare. 
 
It could be argued that at two hours in length, Argo is technically an hour and a half too 
ƭƻƴƎΦ LΩǾŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ story, all that remains is to see whether they 
ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
dusted, so in theory it could have been crammed into a short half-hour TV drama. In doing 
so though, it would have lost a lot of what makes it so outstanding, primarily its tension. 
 
.Ŝƴ !ŦŦƭŜŎƪΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƧƻƪŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ΨƪƴƻǿƛƴƎΩ ŦƛƭƳƎƻŜǊǎ όǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŦǳŜƭƭŜŘ 
by the Team America ǎƻƴƎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǿƘȅ ƘŜΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜύ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ 
always liked him, and Argo ǎƘƻǿǎ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛƴ 
front of it. Every shot is meaningful, every nervous glance tells a thousand words, and every 
anxious moment of suspense builds the tension ever tighter until the whole bloody thinƎΩǎ 
about ready to burst. 
 
During the final twenty minutes I was dangerously close to breaking into a sweat, something 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩǾŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ The Sexbendables came 
close*). 
 
All the cast are flawless, to a man (or woman). Affleck is eminently likeable as Mendez 
(though my obvious man-crush on him may sway my opinion somewhat), John Goodman 
and Alan Alda are hilarious as the Hollywood producers who help with the fake movie, Bryan 
/Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ ƛǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŀǎ aŜƴŘŜȊΩǎ ǎǳǇŜrvisor, and the six actors playing the would-be 
escapees are believable as a terrified group, uncertain if this ridiculous plan will work. They 
also look remarkably similar to the real-life  group of six, as evidenced during the end credits 
where the real-life and movie characters are shown side-by-side. 
 
The only real niggle I have with Argo ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǊŜŀŘ ǳǇ ƳƻǊŜ 
about the actual incident after watching the movie. While the film seems to make out that 
the plan is essentially the brainchild of the CIA, in reality ς as then-president Jimmy Carter 
has since said in an interview ς it was more the case that Ambassador Taylor at the 
Canadian embassy in Iran was responsible for 90% of the operation. 
 
Changing history to make things sŜŜƳ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ŦǳŎƪ ȅŜŀƘέ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƴŜŀƪȅ ƳƻǾŜ 
(as does one that paints Iran in a very negative picture), even in a film that opens the 
country up to criticism at the start. 
 
Its tinkering with the facts aside, Argo is a breathtaking film filled with enough tension that 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǎ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ L5ϥed for beer and end 
up cracking. Go see now. 



 
*Disclaimer: The Sexbendables is not a real film, though with every day that passes I wish a 
little more that it was. 
 
Five out of five 
 
How to see it  
Straightforward stuff here: Argo is available on DVD and Blu-ray in both the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Former president Jimmy Carter, who was in office at the time of the real events the film 
were based on, has praised Argo and said it was a "great drama". However, he also says it's 
guilty of giving America too much credit, and that in reality it was the Canadian ambassador 
who came up with and orchestrated the idea. Poor Canada, forever being awesome but 
living in America's shadow. 
 
ω Alan Arkin and Bryan Cranston are both in Argo, and both were also in Little Miss 
Sunshine... although Arkin didn't know this. You see, the two never appeared in the same 
scene together in Little Miss Sunshine (nor in Argo), so during Argo's promotional campaign, 
when someone pointed out to Arkin that this was the second time they'd appeared in a film 
together, he replied: "Get out of here, I had no idea". 



Banshee Chapter (20 13) 
 
Director: Blair Erickson 
 
Starring: Katia Winter, Ted Levine, Michael McMillan 
 
ά9ǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜ-ass bummer from start to finish. 
Lƴ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ƘǳƴƪŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘƛŘŜΦ ¢his is 
not one of those nights.έ 
 
First, a history lesson. In the early 1950s, the US government and the CIA started a 
programme called MKUltra. This was a highly dodgy project in which unwitting US and 
/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ΨōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊŀƭ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ 
 
Over the course of more than two decades, normal Americans were subjected to 
administration of drugs, hypnosis, sensory deprivation, isolation, verbal and sexual abuse 
and torture ς by their own government ς as a test to see how their mental states and brain 
functions could be altered. 
 
Project MKUltra was officially halted in 1973, after the Watergate scandal caused the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƧǳƳǇȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
experiments were made known to the public. Naturally, some conspiratorial types believe 
such experiments are ongoing to this day. 
 
Why am I telling you all this? Because it's all true, and ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻŦ Banshee 
Chapter. 
  
The film begins with a lad called James carrying out an investigation into one of the 
unknown chemical drugs the CIA used in one of the aforementioned MKUltra tests. 
 
James is a young documentary filmmaker, and he wants to document what happens to 
someone who takes the drug. With his friend filming him he drinks the chemical and soon 
starts to lose it. Suddenly some odd crackly radio music can be heard and weird shit starts 
going down. But that would be spoiling things. 
 
James goes missing after the incident and his friend is taken into police custody, accused of 
killing him and hiding the bƻŘȅΦ 9ƴǘŜǊ !ƴƴŀΣ WŀƳŜǎΩ ƻƭŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎƘǳƳΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
over the investigation in an attempt to find out both what happened to her friend, and what 
exactly this chemical does. 
 
As part of her investigation Anna meets Thomas Blackburn, an eccentric writer who used to 
ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ aY¦ƭǘǊŀ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ IŜΩǎ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ 
though at times he does get a bit weird and do this: 
 
As Anna and Blackburn investigate further they find tapes of the government experiments, 
showing the effects of the chemical on members of the public. 



 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƘƻŜƘƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ΨŦƻǳƴŘ-ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜΩ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
thing too because it does it relatively well. The scares are less predictable than in most other 
attempts at the genre, and do a spot-on job of keeping the viewer unsettled. 
 
Eventually they find out what the chemical really does, and it has to be said the explanation, 
though an interesting twist, is pretty bloody hokey. Without wishing to spoil too much, it 
makes the brain more receptive to certain government transmissions. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ƻƴŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜǿǎ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƻ 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōout to happen. 
 
Then it all just goes mental with bleeding eyes, people vomiting blood and loads of jump 
ǎŎŀǊŜǎΦ ²ƘƛŎƘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜΦ 
 
Depending on your sensibilities, it may also leave a slightly bitter taste in your mouth to 
have a horror film based on real-life atrocities in which a government betrayed its country. 
 
!ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ 
piggybacks off a real-life scandal for the sake of making a scary film, Banshee Chapter is 
worth a watch. 
 
LǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǎŎŀǊŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ 
soundtrack. Nicely done. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Banshee Chapter is available on DVD in the UK and ¦{Φ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ƛǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
copious extra features ς ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΨŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŜǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜƛƎƘǘ 
minutes, and still somehow manage to repeat some footage and soundbites. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If you want to be annoyed, follow Chee Keong Cheung on Twitter (@CheeKeongCheung). 
He's the MD of the company that distributes Banshee Chapter in the UK and he must have a 
column on Tweetdeck constantly searching for the film's name or something, because every 
time someone tweets to say they've watched it and enjoyed it, he retweets it. 
 
ω The banshee is actually part of Irish mythology, and is apparently a female spirit. People 
say they can heard a banshee wailing when someone's about to die. Reports that Justin 
Bieber's career is a banshee are purely speculation. 



Best Worst Movie  (20 09)  
 
Director: Michael Stephenson 
 
Starring: George Hardy, Michael Stephenson, Margo Prey, Connie Young 
 
άYou compare our movie to a Katherine Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart movie and it fits in. 
Because our movie was all about people and the experiences those people are experiencing. 
Just as Casablanca and those movies are about people and the experiences they are 
experiencing.έ 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ς I review an awful lot of shite ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
makes it fun. The worse a movie is, the more I generally enjoy watching it. As a film that 
many regard as the worst ever made, then, Troll 2 is a film that holds a special place in my 
heart. 
 
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜr, to consider the people who starred in these films, 
or those who directed or wrote them. How do these people feel when they read the 
countless reviews ripping their hard work to shreds? How does it affect your confidence 
when, 20 years down the line, people are still calling your film a bucket of dogshit or saying 
ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇƭŀȅΚ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Best 
Worst Movie attempts to answer.  
 
Surprisingly, despite its notorious accolade as one of the worst films ever, the majority of 
the Troll 2 cast are fine with being associated with it. Indeed, Michael Stephenson, who 
played the lead role of the young kid in the film, is the now-adult filmmaker who actually 
made this documentary. Together with George Hardy, the man who played the father in the 
movie and now works as a dentist in Alabama, they set about trying to find out more about 
this supposed cult following their crappy little movie is now meant to have. George in 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ Ŝnjoying sell-out midnight screenings at various 
cinemas around the US and so he starts a tour of America, attending screenings and 
enjoying the fame he never had the first time around. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŜd with other little 
tidbits here and there. These range from sections on the more dedicated Troll 2 fan clubs 
around the world (including one group who hold their own national Trollympic Games) to a 
sobering wake-up call in which George, taking his newfound fame a little too far, travels to a 
signing at a memorabilia fair in Birmingham (UK, not Alabama) and is promptly ignored by 
everyone. 
 
By far the most interesting asides however are the interviews with the various other cast 
members scattered throughout the film. These answer that all-important question ς άǿƘŀǘ 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƳƻǾƛŜέ ς and the resulting stories have varying 
levels of success. Connie Young, who played the sister in Troll 2, seems to be enjoying her 
life and continues to act, and while Troll 2 ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ŀ ōƭƻǘŎƘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ /±Σ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ƧƻƪƛƴƎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōƻƻƪǎΦ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ 
Don Packard, the odd troll-looking man who plays the shopkeeper in the evil town of Nilbog, 



reveals that he actually walked straight onto the set from a psychiatric institution and 
continued to suffer from mental problems for years later, but then he turned up at one of 
the recent Troll 2 screenings and the love he got from fans of the film made him feel good 
about himself for the first time in his life. 
 
bƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƻƴŜǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŘŘŜǊ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪ 
with you. The elderly chap who played Grandpa Seth now sits in his house explaining how 
he did some plays and played old men in other films but never got married and never had 
ƪƛŘǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜŘƛƴƎ άLΩǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǿŀǎǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜέΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
woman who played the mother has completely lost the plot, living in seclusion with her 
ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŘŜƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ 
audition. To her, Troll 2 is genuinely up there with a Katherine Hepburn film or Casablanca, 
with no hint of irony, and if there was still any question in the ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ 
can short of a six-pack a return to her house later in the film leads to indisputable proof and 
arguably the most hilarious and yet tragic scene in the film. 
 
To say any more about Best Worst Movie would spoil all the twists and turns it takes, and it 
makes it even easier to appreciate Troll 2 when you realise how its cast and crew feel about 
ƛǘ ƴƻǿŀŘŀȅǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ Troll 2 ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
interspersed with enough footage from the film to give you the general gist, but the ideal 
situation is definitely watching Troll 2 and Best Worst Movie as a double-bill so you can 
enjoy the worst film ever made and then get the almost-as-silly inside story. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Best Worst Movie is available on DVD only, in both the UK and US. I strongly recommend 
buying a copy of Troll 2 alongside it, either as part of the Troll & Troll 2 double bill DVD in 
the UK or the 20th anniversary 'Nilbog edition' Blu-ray in the US. The latter sadly has no 
special features to speak of, but is at least the best quality version of this worst quality film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Troll 2 was proudly played at the third That Was A Bit Mental double-bill screening in 
London. It went down well, but that's partly because I'm such an awesome host. Probably. 
 
ω But what of Troll 2 itself, I hear you ask? Where's its review? Why, you can find it in the 
That Was A Bit Mental Volume 1 ebook, dear reader. If you were reading in order you'd 
have read it already, you see. If you haven't then it looks like your rebellious, rulebreaking 
nature has bitten you squarely in the rump. 
 
 



Beware: Children At Play (19 89) 
 
Director: Mik Cribben 
 
Starring: Michael Robertson, Rich Hamilton, Robin Lilly, Lori Tirgrath 
 
άTear her to pieces! Bite through the bone! Gulp the blood! Gobble the flesh!έ 
 
The fine people at Troma specialise in making and distributing incredibly low-budget films 
ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜŜǊ ōŀƭƭǎΦ Beware: 
Children At Play ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǉƭƻǘ ǎƻ ǘŀōƻƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ƛǘΩŘ ōŜ 
distributed by a big studio. 
 
It tells the story of John DeWolfe, an author who specialises in crime and the paranormal. 
He travels to the countryside with his wife and daughter tƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ wƻǎǎΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀ 
ǎƘŜǊƛŦŦ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻǿƴΦ wƻǎǎΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿŜŜƪǎΣ ŀǎ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
the other children in the area, and he wants to know if John has any ideas on how to find 
them. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭl the missing kids ς wƻǎǎΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ς have formed 
an odd group of feral children who, under the leadership of an older, manipulative 
teenager, roam the woods killing and eating anyone who steps onto their turf. Sometimes 
one of them will head back to the town to lure adults into following them into the woods 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘŜŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀǇŜ 
ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭ ǎŜŜŘ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ hǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ L ŘǳƴƴƻΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
some baps ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŘƻŘƎȅΦ  
 
What you then have is a relatively slow-paced film sprinkled with fun little set-pieces where 
numerous adults are killed in inventive ways by evil kidsΦ LǘΩǎ ƻŘŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛƭƳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǿ-budget shit (the acting quality is generally on 
par with that of a four-year-ƻƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
into the Milky Ways) or a hidden gem (the script may not be getting the best delivery, but 
iǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ-written with some great one-liners). 
 
!ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŘƛǎǎƻƭǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƭŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ bƻǿΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊŀƛƴǿŀǎƘŜŘ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴk that the best way to deal with this situation is to get the cops 
involved, head into the woods as a large group, use strength in numbers to apprehend the 
kids using tasers, handcuffs and the like, then take them to the nuthouse to try and knock 
the creepy cannibal side out of them. For some reason however the police and the rest of 
ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ όǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊύ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
time to kill them all. 
 
This results in a fucking INSANE final five minutes in which numerous children aged five to 
fourteen are slaughtered in increasingly brutal ways. One gets a pitchfork in the throat and 
is pinned against a wall, another is stabbed in the back by her mum, while yet another is 



shot at point blank range with a shotgun as their head explodes. I could only watch in 
stunned silence, awe and admiration at the sheer balls displayed by the filmmakers as I 
watched slaughter after slaughter. In the most memorable shot, a villager puts a pistol in an 
eight-year-ƻƭŘΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
joking. In total, eighteen children are killed in around two minutes. 
 
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŀǇƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦŀƪŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŜǾŜƴ 
have the gall to try filming a whole village of children being brutally murdered in gory detail 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ȊƻƳōƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ 
that stirs a feeling of respect in me for some reason. I could understand that in some 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƘese filmmakers are morally bankrupt and the lowest of the low, but to me 
this is the perfect example of someone taking a genre clearly built around fantasy and 
ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 
 
Beware: Children At Play is basically Children Of The Corn with a budget a twentieth of the 
size, woodlands instead of cornfields and a far bloodier, more outrageous conclusion. And 
for that reason, I like it. If you want to see a film that is absolutely guaranteed to show you 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƛǘΦ Wǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀ ƪƛŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ CƻǊ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ¢ǊƻƳŀ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ even 
try to release Beware: Children At Play on DVD in Britain. If you live in that neck of the 
woods and have a multi-region DVD player though you can import the US version. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω You can usually tell the quality of a Troma film by its title alone. Particularly brilliantly-
named offerings include Demented Death Farm Massacre, I Was A Teenage TV Terrorist, 
Surf Nazis Must Die, They Call Me Macho Woman! and the intriguing sounding Albino. 
 
ω If you plan on seeing this one, don't watch the trailer since it gives away most of the dodgy 
special effect shots where the evil children are killed. Watch it fresh and the payoff will be 
greater. 



The Beyond (19 81) 
 
Director: Lucio Fulci 
 
Starring: Catriona MacColl, David Warbeck, Cinzia Monreale 
 
Also known as: Seven Doors Of Death (USA) 
 
άBe careful what you do, because this hotel was built over one of the seven doors of evil.έ 
 
Though Italian director Lucio Fulci may be best known in the UK for his video nasty Zombi 2 
(better known as Zombie Flesh EatersύΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƴŀǎǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ Ŧŀƴǎ 
ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ The Beyond is easily one of his 
better films. 
 
After starting with a flashback in which a poor sod in New Orleans is crucified in a cellar by a 
mob ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƭƻŎƪΣ ǿŜ Ŧŀǎǘ-forward to the present day (well, 1981) where we 
meet Liza (Catriona aŀŎ/ƻƭƭύΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǘƻ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘΣ 
refurbish and re-open a decrepit hotel. 
 
It becomes clear very quickly that, as luck would have it, the hotel is built on a gateway to 
IŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ǎƘƛǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ȊƻƳōƛŦƛŜŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǎƘōŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ IŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ IǳƭƭΣ ƳƛƴŘ ς though I 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ [ƛȊŀ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ WƻƘƴ όDavid 
Warbeck) to try to figure out how to stop this from happening. 
 
I should probably make it clear that Italian films of this era can only really be judged among 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƛƭƪΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴg it like any other film released these days then much of it is 
laughable ς the acting is atrocious and the dubbing is absolutely abysmal ς ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
here about movies that were so low-budget they were shot silent and the soundtrack was 
cheaply dubbed in later. 
 
!ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ CǳƭŎƛΩǎ ŦƛƭƳǎ όŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜύ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
technique and though snobs will say it completely ruins the films, more open-minded sorts 
will agree with me that it gives them a vintage charm. In fact, this clear zero-budget vibe 
only makes the film seem more impressive when it actually pulls off something memorable, 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƴƻ ŎŀǎƘΦ 
 
This being a Fulci film, and one of the films that ended up on the British video nasty list in 
the '80s, it should be fairly apparent what most of these 'memorable' scenes were: gory 
deaths. Many of the deaths in this film are the stuff of horror legend and some of them still 
look surprisingly realistic to this day, a true testament to the special effects work of Fulci 
and his effects guru Germano Natali. 
 
Of course, much as with the fake scenes in Faces Of Death (reviewed elsewhere in this 
ebook), ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘǎ όL ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƻƴ .ƭǳ-ray) does expose a lot 



of scenes as far less realistic than they seemed back when fourth-generation VHS copies 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǘƛǘƛƭƭŀǘƛƴƎ ōƭǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ 
ƳƛƴŘ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛǎƭȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŀǊŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
necessarily believing. 
 
Because of this, the infamous scene in which a paralysed man has his face eaten apart by 
spiders is weakened a little when it becomes abundantly clear that some of the more active 
'hero' spiders are about as fake as you can get, and when his now-clearly latex nose is 
ǇŜŜƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƛŎŀƭΦ 
 
With this in mind, that only makes it all the more impressive when the effects are 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇΩǎ ŦŀƪŜ ƴƻǎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŧƻƻƭ ŀnyone these days his 
tongue being torn off might, and when a helpless blind woman has her throat ripped out by 
ƘŜǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŘƻƎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŀǊǾŜƭ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ CǳƭŎƛ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊŜǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǎƻ 
darkly realistic given their budgetary constraints. 
 
Somewhat unconventionally for a horror film, the final twenty minutes in The Beyond are 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦ LǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ CǳƭŎƛΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ 
minutes a hospital is overrun by zombies, but Fulci had never planned to have zombies in it 
at all. The German distribution company who owned the rights to his films put pressure on 
him to add them however because his previous film Zombi 2 had been so popular. 
 
The resulting happy little accident is a film that starts like a haunted house movie and ends 
ŀǎ ŀ ȊƻƳōƛŜ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ CǳƭŎƛΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΦ 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘǎ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƎƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŘǳōōƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǘŀǎǘŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ 
ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎǳŎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎt examples of Italian horror of that era. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Although it was a banned video nasty back in the 80s, these days The Beyond is readily 
available uncut in the UK. Luckily, the lovely folks at Arrow Video have released a cracking 
print of it in Blu-ray and DVD flavours, complete with a couple of commentaries and some 
great documentaries about Fulci. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The final 'abyss' scene in which numerous sand-covered dead bodies lie on the floor was 
filmed by slightly dodgy means. Fulci rounded up some local tramps, plied them with 
alcohol, made them strip naked and got them to lie drunk on the floor while he filmed. Fun! 
 
ω The spider attack scene may look cheap as shit but it actually found its way into a big-
budget blockbuster. When Peter Parker gets bitten by a spider in Sam Raimi's 2002 Spider-
Man movie, the nightmare sequence that follows include a brief clip from The Beyond. 



Beyond The Mat  (1999 ) 
 
Director: Barry Blaustein 
 
Starring: Mick Foley, Jake Roberts, Terry Funk, Vince McMahon 
 
άMy mother was 13 years old when I was born. Why? Because my dad raped a little girl that 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ ŀǎƭŜŜǇΦ aȅ ŘŀŘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ōƻƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ WŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ {ƴŀƪŜΦέ 
 
I know professional wrestlinƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ 'real'. I know the results are predetermined, I know the 
storylines are set months in advance and I know winning a championship belt is nothing 
more than a backstage reward for your in-ring ability and the way you connect with the 
crowd. So does Barry Blaustein, the documentary filmmaker who spent a few years making 
Beyond The MatΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ όŀnd they are athletes: they 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ŀ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘǳǊǘǎύ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōƻǘƘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 
and mental hell to bring an entertaining show to the public. This film aims to expose that 
torment.  
 
Shot during the Attitude era of the WWF (as it was back then), Beyond The Mat introduces 
and follows a bunch of different wrestlers at various stages in their ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 5ŀǊǊŜƴ 
5ǊƻȊŘƻǾΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²²C ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƛƎ ōǊŜŀƪΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ¢ƻƴȅ WƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
Mike Modest, two wannabe superstars who train at a small wrestling school and want a 
ǎƘƻǘ ŀǘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ¢ŜǊǊȅ CǳƴƪΣ ŀ ƭŜƎend ready to hang up his boots, 
and Mick Foley, a legend-in-the-making at the top of his game as Mankind (the film was 
ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ IŜƭƭ Lƴ ! /Ŝƭƭ ŦŀƭƭǎύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 9/²Σ ǘƘŜ 
upstart organisation looking to take on the big dogs of the WWF and WCW. And finally 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ WŀƪŜ ϥThe Snake' Roberts, a one-time superstar fallen on hard times. 
 
LǘΩǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƴȅ ŀƎŜ όearly 
30s) who grew up idolising him. At his height in the WWE, Jake The Snake was a cold, 
calculating master of intimidation: he was the ultimate bad guy and even though you booed 
him when he came to the ring, deep down you loved watching him on TV. By the time 
Beyond The Mat catches up with him ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ŎǊŀck addict wrestling in two-bit hick towns, 
struggling to maintain relationships with his father (no wonder, considering how he was 
conceived) and his estranged daughter. 
 
Iƛǎ ǘŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ άǘǿƻ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ two at a 
ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻȅǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǿƻ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǘŎƘέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǊƻŎƪ ΨƴΩ Ǌƻƭƭ 
behaviour coming from the Rolling Stones or Russell Brand, but Roberts puts it into 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎΥ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΣ ŀƛƴΩǘ ƴƻ 
ǿŀȅΦ !ƛƴΩǘ ƴƻ ǿŀȅΦέ 
 
On a more positive note, the WWF footage is interesting to see. The story goes that Vince 
McMahon originally give full permission for Blaustein to film backstage and interview his 
stars, but when he saw what people were saying about him he tried to get the film banned. 



What ultimately happened was the release of two versions of the film: a Theatrical Cut 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻǳǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ όŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǌŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ WŀƪŜ 
Roberts mentions McMahonύ ŀƴŘ ŀ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛ-Vince 
comments McMahon wanted to remove. Having seen the Theatrical Cut plenty of times in 
ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ όŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿύΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ 
certainly changes the ƳƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ 
you hunt down if possible. 
 
Beyond The Mat is an illuminating look at the world of professional wrestling and the people 
ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ LǘΩƭƭ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ŀƴƎŜǊ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ 
realise that while the results are pre-ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŀƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ άǘƘŀǘ aƛŎƪ CƻƭŜȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
ŀ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŎƘŀǇέΦ 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Beyond The Mat on DVD in the UK, which is the standard 
Theatrical Cut. You can get it fairly cheaply. In the US the Theatrical Cut is out of print but 
you can find ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǳǘ easily. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω You're going to take the piss here, but if you want a modern day equivalent of Beyond The 
Mat try out WWE Total Divas. Yes, seriously. Half of this E! reality TV show is indeed a load 
of pish, but the other half is a genuinely interesting look at the behind-the-scenes going on 
at the WWE. 
 
ω Beyond The Mat may be a brilliant look at the hidden world of pro wrestlers, but let's not 
heap praise on Barry Blaustein just yet. He also wrote the screenplays for The Nutty 
Professor and Nutty Professor 2: The Klumps. 



Black Christmas (19 74) 
 
Director: Bob Clark 
 
Starring: Olivia Hussey, Margot Kidder, John Saxon, Keir Dullea, Marian Waldman 
 
Also known as: Silent Night, Evil Night (USA title) 
 
ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ ōŀōȅ ōǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ŘŀŘŘȅΩǎ ǿŜƴǘ ŀ-hunting, gonna fetch a rabbit skin to wrap his baby 
Agnes in.έ 
 
Although Halloween is credited as the film that kicked off the slasher genre and Friday The 
13th is the considered the one that inspired a slew of imitations, Black Christmas pre-dates 
them both by nearly half a decade. 
 
This makes it all the more impressive, then, that despite being one of the earliest proper 
examples of the genre, it remains one of the better slasher movies 40 years after its original 
release. 
 
hƭƛǾƛŀ IǳǎǎŜȅ όǿƘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŦŀƳŜ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎƻ ½ŜŦŦƛǊŜƭƭƛΩǎ wƻƳŜƻ ϧ Wuliet) plays Jess, a 
student living at a college house with a bunch of other girls. Recently the house has been 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘƻŘƎȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǇǊŀƴƪ ŎŀƭƭŜǊΦ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ 
explicit messages, c-bombs, the lot. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ resident party animal Barb (Superman's Margot Kidder) gets a kick out of 
giving the caller as good as he gets, the other girls are disturbed by the messages. Turns out 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜǇȅ ōŀǎǘŀǊŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƛǎ 
actually making them from upstairs in the same house. 
 
Things start to go tits-up when quiet girl Claire goes to her room and, unbeknownst to the 
ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƳŀǘŜǎΣ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛŎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
made to sit in front of the window, plastic bag over her face and all. 
 
²ƘŜƴ /ƭŀƛǊŜΩǎ ŘŀŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ƛǘ ǎƻƻƴ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōŀŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ IŜΣ .ŀǊō ŀƴŘ /ƭŀƛǊŜΩǎ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘ 
start hassling the police and trying to convince them to investigate her disappearance. 
 
There are two main types of slasher film. The first has an established killer from the start ς 
be that Freddy, Jason, Chucky, Michael Myers or what have you ς with the plot focusing 
mainly which ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ-be victims will be able to defeat them. 
 
Black Christmas is an example of the second type, the whodunit slasher, where the plot is as 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘΦ 
 



Whodunit slashers almost always have a red herring who seems to be the most likely killer, 
and Black Christmas ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ tŜǘŜǊΣ WŜǎǎΩǎ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƪƴƻō-
end and is controlling and aggressive. 
 
You see, Jess is pregnant and she wants to have an aōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŦǳŎƪ ǳǇ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǊŜŎƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿǊŜŎƪǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
piano, before heading over to the house to sort things out with Jess. Drama! 
 
The evidence against Peter mounts when the dodgy phone calls start referencing 
conversations Jess has had with him regarding the abortion, making it seemingly clear that 
he has to be the one making them. 
 
The whodunit plot and the unique visual style of the killings make Black Christmas feel more 
like a North American (Canadian, to be exact) version of an Italian giallo film, the sort of 
stylised murder movie that the likes of Dario Argento and Mario Bava were renowned for. 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŘƎȅ ŘǳōōŜŘ ǾƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǿ-quality production 
quality of a typical giallo, it does still have a similar mood and tone. 
 
One aspect in which it certainly outdoes giallos, however, is the performances. Olivia Hussey 
does a decent job as Jess, but the supporting cast is fantastic. Marian Waldman is hilarious 
as the alcoholic landlady, Margot Kidder is convincingly irritating as the constantly drunk 
.ŀǊō ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ {ŀȄƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ΨǇƛǎǎŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŎƻǇΩ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜΩŘ 
do it again in A Nightmare On Elm Street. 
 
Warning: The next paragǊŀǇƘ ǎǇƻƛƭǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǎƪƛǇ ƛǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
happens. 
 
I said earlier that the plot of whodunit slashers tends to revolve around finding out who the 
killer is, and then figuring out how to defeat them. In this respect, Black Christmas is 
interesting in that neither question is answered. As the final credits roll to the sound of a 
ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΥ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ 
the house, alone with Jess. 
 
Black Christmas may be one of tƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
one of the best. It still has the power to shock four decades later, and not even a slightly 
ǎƘƻƴƪȅ ǊŜƳŀƪŜ ƛƴ нллс ŎƻǳƭŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ȅŜǘΣ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ όǎƻǊǊȅύΦ 
 
Four and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Black Christmas is only available on DVD in the UK. In America, you can choose between 
either the DVD or a Blu-ray edition, which is naturally the best way to see the film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The argument over what the first slasher movie was is one that continues to rage on, 
mostly among neckbearded types to be fair. Some say it was 1960's Peeping Tom, because it 



featured an antagonist that hunted and killed a series of people. Others say it was Black 
Christmas because it fit more in line with modern slasher conventions. Others still claim 
Halloween is the first 'true' one because it laid the foundation for countless imitations to 
follow. I couldn't give an eighth of a shite, to be honest: they're all worth a watch. 
 
ω Black Christmas was remade in 2006 and, surprisingly, it's one of those few remakes that 
isn't actually terrible. By no means is it anywhere as impressive as the original, mind. 



The Blair Witch Project  (1998 ) 
 
Directors: Daniel Myrick, Eduardo Sanchez 
 
Starring: Heather Donahue, Josh Leonard, Mike Williams 
 
άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ǘƻ aƛƪŜΩǎ ƳƻƳΣ WƻǎƘΩǎ ƳƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳΦ !ƴŘ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ 
everyone. I was very naive. I am so so sorry for everything that has happened. Because in 
spite of what Mike says now, it is my fault. Because it was my project.έ 
 
There have been so many shaky-cam movies since the release of The Blair Witch Project that 
it can be hard to go back to the film that kicked off the frenzy and appreciate it in a more 
recent context. It no longer feels fresh, it no longer feels original, but what it does still offer 
is a well-structured, creepy film... ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 
 
The story goes that three student filmmakers ς Heather, Josh and Mike ς decide to make a 
documentary on Ellie Kedward, a woman who lived near Blair, Maryland in the 1700s and 
was dubbed the Blair Witch by those who shunned and exiled her from her village. Kedward 
was said to have led children away from the village and killed them as punishment for her 
banishment. Fast-forward to the 1940s and a madman called Rustin Parr takes seven 
children into the woods and kills them, claiming the Blair Witch told him to. 
 
And so, in 1994, our trio of filmmakers set out to investigate and try to find out more about 
the legend. Or at least, they did. You see, The Blair Witch Project opens with a message that 
Heather, Josh and Mike went missing while filming this documentary, and the footage that 
makes up the movie is what was found in the woods by a search party looking for them. Of 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ōƻƭƭƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ IŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ WƻǎƘ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ 
and well and still struggling to find film roles to this day, but at the time of its release The 
Blair Witch ProjectΩǎ Ǌather convincing website and a 'real' documentary about the Blair 
Witch legend on the Sci-Fi Channel had plenty of filmgoers certain that what they were 
watching was real footage of three missing children.  
 
And so we see Heather interviewing local townsfolk about the Ellie Kedward tale, and 
whether they thought it was real. We see her standing at various locations in Maryland, 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ 'raw' footage where the trio 
buy supplies from a supermarket and goof around in a hotel room. And then we see them 
parking their car, leaving it behind and heading into the woods. 
 
The Blair Witch Project plays on our fear of the unknown, doing this not only by keeping 
whŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀŎǘƻǊǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
were only given very vague instructions as to what their characters should do that day ς go 
missing, drop the map, etc ς and anything else they experienced was completely 
unexpected. 
 
So when they wake up one morning to find odd piles of sticks next to their stuff, they had no 
idea that was going to happen (the film crew did it as they slept). When they hear the noises 



of children laughing outside their tent at night (tape recordings being played by the crew), 
the terror you see and hear from them is genuine. This is what sets The Blair Witch Project 
apart from the countless imitators that followed it, in which the 'fear' was carefully scripted, 
rehearsed and acted out to try and look authentic: here it actually was. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜΩǎ ŘƻǿƴŦŀƭƭ ǘƻƻΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 
watching the film for the first time can be an extremely unnerving and at times terrifying 
experience (especially if yoǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǿŜƛǊŘ 
ƴƻƛǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎŎŜƴŜǎύΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
happens (or, indeed, ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘύ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƳǳǘŜŘ 
experience. Fear ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ 
with is 81 minutes of people running around with a camera. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ The Blair Witch Project, see it. It took an awful lot of work to make 
something like this look so genuinŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
ōŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŜŘΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ  ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ōƛƎƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƪƴƻō ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ōƻŀǎǘ άǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭέ 
όŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
to fear management and the vast majority of first-time viewers will be scared stupid. This is 
in no way a film intended for multiple viewings though, so if you remember seeing it when it 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ of being 
scared in the woods as a walk in the park. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Blair Witch Project is currently available on DVD and, oddly, Blu-ray (even though the 
ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǇƻƻǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ I5 ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅύ. Both have 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄǘǊŀǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ 
fake documentary shown on the Sci-Fi Channel to promote the film), but the Blu-ray also 
has a few very interesting alternative endings. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If you're in the mood for something completely different, check out Blair Witch 2: Book Of 
Shadows. It was critically mauled when it was released because its higher budget and its 
decision to ditch the handheld shaky-cam in favour of more traditional set-based filmmaking 
meant it was nothing like the original, but treat it as what it's supposed to be ς a fairly meta 
story that treats the first Blair Witch as a movie, albeit one in which the events were indeed 
real ς and it may surprise you. I liked it. 
 
ω It's very easy to mistake The Blair Witch Project as a handful of pricks running around in 
the forest, but there is actually a pretty detailed backstory in there if you feel like going to 
the trouble of looking into it. Try to get your hands on the book The Blair Witch Project 
Dossier, which provides a lot of the legend that leads to the events of the film, and if you 
can try to find the three Blair Witch PC games that were released in 2000. Each is set in a 
different time period ς one in 1941, one in the 1860s and one in 1785 ς and fills you in on 
more of the backstory. 
 



Blood Glacier  (2013 ) 
 
Director: Marvin Kren 
 
Starring: Gerhard Liebmann, Edita Malovcic, Brigitte Kren 
 
Also known as: The Station 
 
άMaybe the legends of wolfmen and mermaids are based on biological realities. Maybe the 
9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ ƎƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ !ƴǳōƛǎΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƧŀŎƪŀƭΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΦέ 
 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 5±5 ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ 
little suspicious. Blood GlacierΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ WƻƘƴ 
Carpenter sci-fi horror film The Thing. And this would have been accurate, had The Thing 
been deeply average. 
 
Set in the German Alps, the film focuses on a group of researchers working in a tiny lab as 
they research glacial reduction and how it affects climate change. Obviously this subject 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǳƳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀŘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ Blood Glacier then throws a 
curveball in the shape of, well, a blood-coloured glacier. 
 
Researcher Janek (Gerhard Liebmann) is out walking his dog when he comes across a large 
glacier leaking a red liquid. Investigating a nearby cave he finds a creature that attacks his 
dog, so both Janek and his canine companion leg it back to the lab to tell the others what 
happened. 
 
It turns out the red stuff is an odd organic substance which is transforming the local wildlife 
ƛƴǘƻ ƳǳǘŀǘŜŘ ōŜŀǎǘǎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ±Lt ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ 
 
The introduction of the group adds a few more sub-plots to keep things interesting. For 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ¢ŀƴƧŀΣ WŀƴŜƪΩǎ ŜȄ-lover who later reveals she was pregnant 
with his baby but had it aborted. Ouch. 
 
Meanwhile, once the frozen shit hits the fan and all manner of mutated creatures start 
knocking on the lab door, the group dynamic begins to feel reminiscent to that of Night Of 
The Living Dead, with arguments and fights threatening to harm the residents before the 
mutants get a chance to. 
 
.ȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ wƻƳŜǊƻΩǎ ȊƻƳōƛŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
DVD cover does. In no way does Blood Glacier come close to matching Night Of The Living 
Dead when it comes to studying themes of trust and co-operation within a group mechanic, 
partly because most of the characters are completely forgettable. 
 
The only stand-out performance, other than those of Janek and Tanja, is that of the Minister 
ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ .ǊƛƎƛǘǘŜ YǊŜƴ όǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊύΦ IŜǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǎǘȅ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ 



work and so does a good job of racketing up the tension in the lab. Other than that, though, 
ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ Řǳƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 
 
{ŀŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ƘǳƳŘǊǳƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
are some great ideas here: mutated cockroaches, foxes, goats and eagles appear at various 
points throughout the film. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ǎƻ ǳƴŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎΣ ǊǳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
serious film. Had The Thing featured creatures that looked like they were designed by a high 
school model-building club it wƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ όƛŦ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǇŀǊŘƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
pun). 
 
The final straw is the absolutely ridiculous ending, which is just beyond belief and will just 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΥ ά{ŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΚ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΚέ 
 
Spoiler warnƛƴƎΥ ǎƪƛǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎΦ 
 
Earlier in the film, a pregnant woman succumbs to the organism and dies. At the end, after 
surviving the onslaught of mutant monsters and leaving us all in no doubt whatsoever that 
this organic thingy is a very bad thing, Janek and Tanja find her mutant baby, which looks 
disgusting and undoubtedly evil. Amazingly, they decide to adopt it as a replacement for the 
one she aborted, and leave on a helicopter with it. WHAT. 
 
Do not be fooled by the hype, Blood Glacier is no more like The Thing than a pack of 
sausages is like Babe: Pig In The City. What it actually is, is a passable Austrian horror film 
that us perfectly watchable but drops the ball with disappointing regularity. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Blood Glacier received a DVD release in the UK in early 2014 courtesy of Studiocanal, then 
got a US DVD release in August 2014. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Despite how average it is, Blood Glacier was still considered impressive enough to win 
three awards at the Austrian Film Awards - best makeup, best sound editing and, amazingly, 
best actor for Gerhard Liebmann. 
 
ω I'm sure Liebmann would have been happy enough with that award, but he also won 
another that same year - a Diagonale Actor Award (awarded for excellence in Austrian film) 
for the dubiously named Bad Fucking. Bet that was an awkward ceremony. 



The Burning  (19 81) 
 
Director: Tony Maylam 
 
Starring: Brian Matthews, Leah Ayres, Brian Backer, Jason Alexander 
 
άThey never found his body, but he survived. He lives on whatever he can catch. Eats them 
ǊŀǿΣ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ bƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƘǳƳŀƴΦ wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪΥ ƘŜΩƭƭ 
ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜΥ ƘŜΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΥ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΗέ 
 
Although there were a number of slasher films before Friday The 13th (most notably 
Halloween and Black ChristmasύΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳō-
genre that was by far the most oft-ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΩулǎΥ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊΦ 
 
(Obviously, by that I mean slasher films set in a summer camp, as opposed to films where a 
ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǇǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ άƻƻ-ŜǊ Ƴƛǎǎǳǎέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōōƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΦύ 
 
One of the earliest imitations ς and one of the best, actually ς was The Burning, a film 
written and produced by the then-indie Weinstein brothers and their small studio Miramax. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ ¢Ŝƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇ 
decide they hate one of their counsellors, Cropsy, so much that they want to play a trick on 
him. 
 
One kid snŜŀƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ /ǊƻǇǎȅΩǎ Ŏŀōƛƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ǎƭŜŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀ ǊƻǘǘƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎƪǳƭƭ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ 
his bedside, with a lit candle inside it. Christ knows where he got that skull from, mind. 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ /ǊƻǇǎȅΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭȅ ƎŜǘting a bit 
of a fright when he wakes up, kicks out and knocks the skull over. 
 
This sets his bedsheets on fire, which in turn ignites a conveniently placed bottle of gasoline 
on his floor, causing the entire cabin to go up in flames. 
 
Burnt worse than a naǊŎƻƭŜǇǘƛŎΩǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŘ ǘǳǊƴǎΣ /ǊƻǇǎȅ Ǌǳƴǎ 
screaming out of his cabin, all ablaze, and dunks himself in the nearest river while the young 
pranksters run like fuck, escaping the crime scene pronto. 
 
[ǳŎƪƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ /ǊƻǇǎȅΣ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘŜŀŘΥ ƘŜ Ƨust has a melted face that resembles a strawberry 
yoghurt with jam mixed through it. Unluckily for a different bunch of kids at a nearby 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ǿŜŜ ōƛǘ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƻƪŜŘΦ 
 
Checking himself out of hospital, Cropsy heads back to the camp where he was burned alive, 
stopping to quickly murder a prostitute in New York along the way (just to have a kill in the 
first half-hour, you see). 
 



Unlike Friday The 13th, which took place at a camp that was still days from opening, the 
camp in The Burning is already thriving and full of children of all ages. 
 
The potential controversy of Cropsy causing some sort of child genocide is helpfully averted 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŀƴƻŜƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ down a 
river to a different part of the woods. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ǊƻǇǎȅ ƛǎ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǿŀƛǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ The Burning ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ΨǎŜǊƛŀƭ 
ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǎǘŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭǎ ǘŜŜƴǎΩ ŦƛƭƳ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦŀǊ ōƭŜŀƪŜǊΦ 
 
There are three things that make The Burning stand out from the countless other Friday The 
13th clones that would eventually saturate drive-ins, grindhouse cinemas and video shelves. 
The first is its odd soundtrack. 
 
Rather than the typical heart-ǇƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇect from a slasher film, The 
Burning instead opts for a score composed by Yes keyboardist Rick Wakeman. The result is 
an odd mix of progressive synth music and surprisingly jaunty music which, somehow, 
actually works. 
 
The second is the acting. Without excŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ¢ƘŜ .ǳǊƴƛƴƎΨǎ Ŏŀǎǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ǎǇƻǘ-on 
performances, providing us with characters that we love, hate, laugh at and care about for 
all the right reasons. 
 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ ǎƳŀǊǘ-ass Dave (played by SeinfeldΨǎ Wŀǎƻƴ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊύΣ ƻǊ ¢ƻŘŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
responsible counsellor with a shady past, each actor plays off their fellow characters well 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘΦ 
 
hǊΣ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎǳǘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǎƻ ŦŀǊέΦ tǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘe 
group dynamic at the campsite and conveniently ignoring the fact that Cropsey had already 
ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƭǳƴƎŜŘ ŀ ƪƴƛŦŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƘƻƻƪŜǊΩǎ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ 
 
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ The Burning: its special effects. When 
Friday The 13th Part 2 went into production Paramount asked effects guru Tom Savini (who 
had worked on the first film) to return. Savini, however, turned Paramount down and 
instead signed up to work on The Burning, and it shows. 
 
While there are a decent amount of gory shots to be seen, by far the best example is the 
infamous raft scene, in which a batch of teens is quickly killed in a number of gruesome 
ways within a brief 20-second period. 
 
Fingers are cut off, someone has garden shears planted in their neck... ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƎǊƛǎƭȅ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ΩумΦ 
 
Sure enough, the home video version of The Burning was banned in the UK, becoming one 
of the infamous Video Nasties (of which I eventually intend to review all 72). 
 



[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƴƻǘƻǊƛŜǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ 
of Faces Of Death or Cannibal Holocaust (which is reviewed over the page). Indeed, its gory 
scenes pale in coƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ Saw and even the Friday The 
13th remake eclipsing it in terms of gore. 
 
Its unwarranted Video Nasty status aside, then, The Burning is worth a watch as one of the 
better examples of camp slasher cinema. Its brilliant performances are uncharacteristic for 
ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ōƭƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƎƻǊŜƘƻǳƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƻǾŜǊ-the-
top. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Tragically, despite now being passed fully uncut in the UK, The Burning has been out of print 
for a while, meaning the best chance Brits will have of getting a copy is buying the old out-
of-print 5±5 ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿκǳǎŜŘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƻƴ Ŝ.ŀȅΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
deal with a stunning Blu-ray/DVD combo version, which is sadly region locked. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The story of Cropsy was actually based on a real campfire story that, apparently, continues 
to be told to this day in New York and New Jersey. You'd think they'd have enough real-life 
crimes to talk about. 
 
ω While on-camera The Burning was the debut for the likes of Jason Alexander and Holly 
Hunter, it was also the first movie for two other famous names off-camera. Harvey 
Weinstein created and produced the film, while his brother Bob Weinstein helped with the 
screenplay. 



Cannibal Holocaust  (1979 ) 
 
Director: Ruggero Deodato 
 
Starring: Robert Kerman, Francesca Ciardi, Perry Pirkanen, Gabriel Yorke, Luca Barbareschi 
 
TV EXECUTIVE ς ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŀǇŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΦέ 
 
PROFESSOR MONROE ς ά!ƘΣ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦ /ƛǾƛƭƛǎŜŘΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ !ƭŀƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƘŜΩǎ ŘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ¸ŀŎǳƳƻ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ 
be respected as such. You know, did you ever think of the Yacumo point of view? That we 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǾŀƎŜǎΚέ 
 
The story goes that when Sergio Leone ς the legendary Italian director of Once Upon A Time 
In The West and The Good, The Bad And The Ugly ς first saw Cannibal Holocaust, he felt 
compelled to write a letter to his friend RǳƎƎŜǊƻ 5ŜƻŘŀǘƻΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
 
Lǘ ǊŜŀŘΥ ά5ŜŀǊ wǳƎƎŜǊƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜΗ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƛƴŜƳŀǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 
ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǎƻ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
 
He was right. Cannibal Holocaust was eventually banned in numerous countries (the 
unofficial estimate is around 50, including the UK and its native Italy), and such was the 
realistic nature of the on-screen deaths that Deodato was actually arrested and held on trial 
under suspicion of murder of the four main actors: a charge he was only able to drop after 
getting all four actors to appear at the courtroom. 
 
¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎǳǊŘƭȅ ƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǇǊŀǾƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ όǿƘƛŎƘ LΩƭƭ 
get to later) may suggest that Cannibal Holocaust is little more than a tacky little dollop of 
ƎǊƛƴŘƘƻǳǎŜ ƎǊƻǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƻŎŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
intensely difficult to watch. 
 
The movie is split into two parts. The first sees a New York professor, aided by a guide and a 
captured tribesman, travelling into a South American jungle to try and find four missing 
filmmakers who had left two months prior to shoot a documentary on the existence of 
cannibal tribes in the jungle. 
 
After getting into numerous scrapes and witnessing some truly shocking things (which, 
ŀƎŀƛƴΣ LΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻύΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƛƴŘǎ ŀ ƎǊƛǎƭȅ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
remains of the filmmakers and all their camera equipment. 
 
Deciding he needs to get their film reels home ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ǎƘƻǘΣ ƘŜ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
the tribe, partaking in their grim rituals and eventually gaining their trust and their 
permission to take the reels. 
 



The second part of the film is by far the most interesting, as the professor returns to New 
York and watches the footage with three NYU executives. As we watch the footage with 
them, we see how the four filmmakers commit various atrocities on both the tribes they 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘƛng their 
interests in this documentary are noble. Slowly it becomes clear that they may not have 
been entirely innocent after all. 
 
¢ƘŜ ΨŦƻǳƴŘ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜΩ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜŘŀǘŜǎ The Blair Witch Project (the film many 
credit with the birth of the genre) by more than two decades. Everything is shot so 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎƭȅΣ ōŀŘ ŘǳōōƛƴƎ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ 
ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ς for better or worse ς by the fact that some of the 
atrocities shown look real because, well, they are. 
 
Every grisly animal killing in the film is completely genuine. The actors really did drag a giant 
turtle out of the water, behead it, pry its shell off, scoop out its intestines and eat it as its 
limbs twitched disturbingly. A South American native really did scalp a monkey and eat its 
brains. A pig really was shot in the head, a spider and a snake really were hacked in two by a 
hatchet and a muskrat really was tied up and had its throat slit. 
 
The above are all shown (in the uncut version, at least) in unflinching detail, making it clear 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ 
trickery could imitate it. 
 
Incidentally, until recently the film had nearly five minutes of cuts in the UK with all animal 
scenes removed. This surprisingly changed in 2011, when Shameless Entertainment 
resubmitted the film for Blu-ray release in the UK and were told they could reinstate all the 
animal slaughter footage, with the exception of the muskrat scene. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŦƻǊ ƳǳǎƪǊŀǘ Ŧŀƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ 
banned, the passing of all the other animal deaths seems to me a case of locking the stable 
door after the horse has already had a bolt in the head. 
 
My persoƴŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǘŀǎǘŜƭŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ 
LΩƳ ǎǘŀǳƴŎƘƭȅ ŀƴǘƛ-censorship (as long as the footage is within the confines of the law) and 
ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ..C/ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ƛǎƴΩt considered 
an illegal act then they should be in there, much as I hate them. 
 
Another controversial sequenceΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨwƻŀŘ ¢ƻ IŜƭƭΩΣ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊǎΩ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜŀƭ-life footage of executions in Nigeria. While the 
grainy quality of this footage disguises the detail somewhat it still makes for bleak viewing 
ŀƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜΦ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ƛƴ 
the film, and makes it clear that despite what they think is supposed to be taboo, the 
showing of real animal slaughter and real executions mean all bets are off. As a result, when 
humans are abused and mutilated later in the film (in a surprisingly realistic manner), what 



ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ 
real deal too. 
 
Cannibal Holocaust ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ς the even more reprehensible Faces Of 
Death also mixed genuine footage with staged footage to try and make the presence of the 
former increase the believability of the latter. The difference was that the staged scenes in 
Faces Of Death ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭŀǳƎƘŀōƭȅ ŦŀƪŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎΦ 
 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƎŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻn the numerous nasty incidents the viewer is forced to 
ǿŀǘŎƘΣ ǎƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƳƛǘ 
would be. Bear in mind all scenes are shown in graphic detail, with few cutaways and things 
only obscured at moments where it would be impossible to film without doing it for real. 
 
(Obviously, the next paragraph has massive spoilers) 
 
A tribesman is seen raping a tribeswoman with a giant stone phallus, then raping her with a 
spiked mudball, then beating her to death with a boulder, as punishment for adultery. 
Another tribeswoman is raped by the film crew. The female member of the film crew is 
gang-raped and beheaded. A pregnant tribeswoman has her baby forcibly removed and 
buried alive in mud while the woman is beaten to death. Another tribeswoman is found 
impaled on a large wooden pole (as the poster depicts). Another filmmaker is hit with a 
spear, hacked in two and has his torso ripped apart and eaten. After being bitten by a snake 
(off-camera), one man has his leg hacked off but dies of shock anyway. Finally, a filmmaker 
has his penis cut off: I have no idea how they managed to fake this last one because it looks 
so genuine. 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ Wreck-It Ralph. Somewhere among all this depravity is a real 
point, and genuine commentary on the state of journalism, in that the same reporters and 
filmmakers who preach about the horrors of this world are themselves using those horrors 
(and sometimes helping create them) for fame and ratings. 
 
A warning shown at the start of an Australian DVD version released a few years back 
ǳƴǿƛǘǘƛƴƎƭȅ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ Lǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά!ǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǿŜ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
with absolute sincerity that by no means do we condone the artistic decisions employed by 
the makers of this film. However, as firm believers in the constitutional right of free speech, 
we do not believe in censorship. 
 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǎƘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀǎ 
a disturbing historical document of a bygone era of extreme irresponsibility which no longer 
ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 
 
Ironically, in opening with this warning to those who have already paid for the DVD, the 
company in question is only demonstrating what the film is trying to say: that some are 
more than happy to display mock outrage at atrocities while cashing in on the 
sensationalism they provide. 
 



If you can see past the onslaught of graphic and sexual violence and reach its genuine, valid 
message then Cannibal Holocaust ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƭŜŀȊȅ ǎƘƻŎƪ ƳƻǾƛŜΦ 5ƻƛƴƎ 
so requires an incredibly strong stomach though, and making it to the end will ensure that 
Cannibal Holocaust stays with you ς for a number of reasons ς for a long time. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Cannibal Holocaust has been released in a myriad of versions over the years, all with varying 
degrees of cuts made. In the UK the most complete version is the aforementioned DVD and 
Blu-ray by Shameless Entertainment. The Blu-ray is the best quality version of the print 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǳƴŎǳǘΣ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ΨwƻŀŘ ¢ƻ IŜƭƭΩ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜΦ 
Only the 15-second muskrat killing scene has been cut (replaced with random shots of 
monkeys in trees as we hear it squealƛƴƎύΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ΨƴŜǿ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 9ŘƛǘΩ ƛƴ 
which Deodato has gone through the film again and removed all of the animal killings. It also 
has some interesting interviews with the cast and crew, some of whom are less than kind 
when talking about the film. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ .ƭǳ-ray version available there (though the UK one is 
region-free so you can import it). However, the Deluxe DVD edition from Grindhouse 
Releasing features a second disc full of extras, the fully uncut version of the film (muskrat 
ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭύ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ΨŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ ŦǊŜŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΩΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
you get in bonuses. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω To this day I'm torn on Cannibal Holocaust. I personally think it's an incredibly effective 
film with stunningly realistic special effects given its tiny budget, and while the animal 
killings are disgusting to watch they're very much a relic of their time and hard to criticise in 
this newly-enlightened era 35 years later. Despite this, I still find it difficult to recommend 
Cannibal Holocaust to others looking for a good horror film, because it make me feel they'll 
think less of me as a person if they watch it and are disgusted by it. So if you give it a go 
based on this review, don't hate me. 
 
ω Director Ruggero Deodato recently condemned the animal killings in his film, saying he 
regrets everything he did, including making the film in the first place. I'm not entirely sure 
how genuine he's being there, given that in the past he's claimed the killings were in the 
name of art and every animal killed was then eaten for food. Nonetheless, this is the reason 
for the 'Director's Re-Edit', which appears in the UK Shameless Blu-ray release and removes 
or severely cuts many of the animal killings under his apparent instruction. 



The Care Bears Movie (1985)  
 
Director: Arna Selznick 
 
Starring: Voices of Mickey Rooney, Jackie Burroughs, Cree Summer, Sunny Thrasher 
 
άThey must be taught a lesson! A lesson for the children! A lesson for the town! A lesson for 
everyone!έ 
 
First, a disclaimer. I watched the shit out of The Care Bears Movie when I was a wee tot, and 
it terrified me every single time. When I saw it was available on the US Netflix library (which 
can be accessed using this trick), I decided it would be the perfect film for That Was A Bit 
Mental, for reasons that will become obvious. Well, even more obvious than 
anthropomorphic bears that can project magical symbols from their guts. 
 
The film opens on an orphanage, where delightful-old-man-and-not-at-all-a-padeo Mr 
Cherrywood (Mickey Rooney) is tucking the children into bed. They ask him for a bedtime 
story to help them sleep peacefully and he obliges, ill-advisedly deciding to tell them the 
one about the evil as fuck book that tried to plunge the Earth into misery. 
 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ aǊ /ƘŜǊǊȅǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǘŀƭŜ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ YƛƳ ŀƴŘ WŀǎƻƴΣ ǘǿƻ ǎƴƻǘǘȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ άƎƻƴŜ ŀǿŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƧŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǳƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǳŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǘǿƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ǘŜŘŘy bears 
approach them and ask to be their friends. Despite their best efforts, Friend Bear and Secret 
.ŜŀǊ όŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜȅύ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ YƛƳ ŀƴŘ WŀǎƻƴΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƴƻǘ-at-all-
sinister-or-ǾƻȅŜǳǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōout you: Kim reads a lot of books 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǎ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ WŀǎƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƧŜǘ ǇƛƭƻǘέΦ  
 
¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ /ŀǊŜ-A-Lot the Care Bears are 
working on a new machine that can quickly teleport bears back there from Earth. The 
machine goes a little wonky though and as well as Friend Bear and Secret Bear, Kim and 
Jason are also beamed up to Care-A-[ƻǘΦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇƛǎǎŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ 
annoying bears but in one of the quickest mood swings ever it only takes half a verse of a 
musical number to completely win them over. Handy. 
 
Meanwhile, Tenderheart Bear has been sent to offer friendship to Nicholas, a wannabe 
magician who feels all alone because other kids make fun of him for playing with his wand 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ όŀƘŜƳύΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƳŀƎƛŎ ōƻƻƪΣ ŀ ōƻƻƪ 
possessed by an evil spirit in the form of a big green face that looks like a cross between 
Grace Jones and the Wicked Witch from Snow White with food poisoning. The face teaches 
Nicholas some evil spells and he uses them at his next magic show to remove all the love 
from the children there. The face then tells Nicholas to collect some items for her so that 
they can both create a spell so evil that itΩƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ 
other. 
 



Tenderheart legs it back to Care-A-Lot to tell the Care Bears but they already know: 
somehow Care-A-Lot is linked to human emotion so as people on Earth stop caring it starts 
to wreck Care-A-Lot. If Nicholas manages to complete the spell then nobody on Earth will 
care about anyone and, to put it in the nicest way possible, the Care Bears are fucked. 
 
So begins a journey consisting of numerous songs, various hijinks and a trip to the Forest Of 
Feelings, a mysterious new place with a bunch of cuddly new animals called the Care Bear 
/ƻǳǎƛƴǎ όŜŀŎƘ ǎƻƭŘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅύΦ LǘΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ that it becomes abundantly clear The Care 
Bears Movie is simply a 75-minute advert for these new toys. 
 
In fact, I remember the VHS tape I had as a child actually started with an advert for the Care 
.ŜŀǊ /ƻǳǎƛƴ ǘƻȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎΚέ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ άbŜǿ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǇƻƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΗ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
filmmakers realised most kids tend to turn a video off before the end credits have finished 
ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ άƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻȅǎΣ ǘƻ ƘŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǘέΦ .ǳǘ L ŘƛƎǊŜǎǎΦ 
 
Considering its target audience The Care Bears Movie is one scary film. That bastard face-in-
the-book gets more and more evil as the movie progresses ς eventually speaking in two 
voices at once and changing colour ς and there are plenty of other scary moments 
throughout such as the evil purple cloud that roams around, the giant tree monster that 
grabs the Care Bears and nearly eats them, and the final chase through a creepy fairground 
while a distressing song called 'Look Out' plays in the background. Terror, thy name is Care 
Bears. 
 
That aside, the rest of the film remains good-natured fun for very young children with lots of 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƻǾŜǊŘƻ ƛǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ όάǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚέ ŀǎƪǎ YƛƳ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ 9ŀǎȅΣ ƳƛǎǎǳǎύΦ !ƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ .ŜŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜΣ DƻƻŘ [ǳŎƪ .ŜŀǊ όƻǊ /ŜƭǘƛŎ .ŜŀǊ ŀǎ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ 
him, because his symbol looks like the Celtic FC logo) gets less screen time than even the 
annoying Care Bear baby twins, Baby Hugs and Baby Tugs (the latter being not only the 
name of a Care Bear but also a self-pleasuring technique for those recovering from genital 
surgery). And the twist ending, which went right over my head when I was a kid, is a 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘǊŜŀǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ (spoilers) Mrs Cherrywood is Kim then 
that means Jason is unaccounted for and in such circumstances I usually assume that means 
they died horribly. Poor Jason. 
 
Um, anyway. The Care Bears Movie. If you have (or can borrow) some young kids watch it, 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǿ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ 
ƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǳǇ ǿŜƭƭΦ LŦΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇǊƻƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ Ǝƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ŦŜŜling 
like a creepy old person. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Care Bears Movie is available for a few quid on DVD in both the UK and US. 



 
Bits and pieces 
ω Good job Care Bears, you made a lot of children illiterate because they were too fucking 
terrified to open a book. Probably. 
 
ω A sequel, you ask? But of course! Care Bears Movie II: A New Generation was released in 
1986 and saw the Care Bears trying to stop an evil demon called Dark Heart taking over a 
summer camp. It was the first film I ever saw in the cinema, but I was only three years old 
and I haven't seen it again since so I'm not sure my review would be up to scratch. 
 
ω The Care Bears were recently given a reboot with Care Bears: Welcome To Care-A-Lot, a 
horrible-looking CGI cartoon series. Good Luck Bear even has an Irish accent in it. Is nothing 
sacred? 



Children Of The Corn III: Urban Harvest (1995)  
 
Director: James Hickox 
 
Starring: Daniel Cerny, Ron Melendez, Jim Metzler 
 
ELI ς ά²Ŝ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ from He Who Walks Behind 
¢ƘŜ wƻǿǎΦ hǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΗέ 
 
T-LOC ς άIŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƳƻǘƘŜǊŦǳŎƪŜǊΦέ 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻǊƴ-related scenarios you can plant before the crop 
gets spoiled, so after Children Of The Corn and its iffy sequel it was decided to take the 
series to the streets instead. No longer are we dealing with a town full of creepy-looking 
!ƳƛǎƘ ƪƛŘǎΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
 
Joshua and his younger brother Eli have been moved from Gatlin to live with foster parents 
in Chicago. Since they come from Amish backgrounds it takes them a little while to get 
settled into their new city lifestyles, and this is further compounded by the fact that the 
younger brother is a fucking maniac. 
 
Things come to a head when the inseparable brothers go to their new city school and are 
ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ όŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ 9ƭƛΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 
Joshua tries to fit in, learn the city life and befriend his new classmates, Eli instead starts 
hatching a plot to make everyone pay.  
 
For the most part, Children Of The Corn III is a passable but ultimately forgettable yarn 
where the usual 'weird kids getting used to a foster home and new school' tropes are dished 
out left, right and centre. Meanwhile, a number of dull Omen-style 'accidental' killings take 
place, all seemingly committed by the mysterious He Who Walks Behind The Rows, the evil 
deity from the first two films. 
 
As Eli starts preaching at his school about He Who Walks Behind The Rows and giving 
lectures on why adults are so evil but kids are brilliant (or words to that effect), the other 
children at the school start to take notice and become brainwashed by his teachings, 
forming a cult of kids ready and willing to destroy the adults. So far, so meh. Having said 
that, one of the kids is actually a young and uncredited Charlize Theron ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǎǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
roundabouts. 
 
It seems that Children Of The Corn III is going to trundle along to a boring ending until Eli 
decides he and his army of kids should go back to Gatlin and try to summon He Who Walks 
Behind The Rows. Then things get fucking INSANE, with a huge ridiculous monster bursting 
out of the ground and wrecking the place, eating kids and flailing tentacles all over the 
ǇƭŀŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ 
picks up a kid who is clearly a crude model miniature of a person. 
 



So, Children Of The Corn III, then. Bullshit for the first 70 minutes, followed by 15 minutes of 
complete lunacy that makes no sense whatsoever but is oddly compelling for its sheer 
ǎƘƛǘƴŜǎǎΦ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ... ŎƻǊƴȅΚ bƻΣ ƴƻΣ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅΦ 
 
Two out of five 
 
How to see it  
The UK standalone DVD is out of print now but you can still get it cheap for a couple of quid 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ! ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ !ƴŎƘƻǊ .ŀȅΩǎ ōƻȄ ǎŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
three Children Of The Corn filmsΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŦŀƴŎȅ ōƻȄ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ 5±5 ŀƴŘ ŀ 
rather needless Blu-ray release. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Sometimes I wonder what Stephen King thinks of all these Children Of The Corn films. 
From his single 11,000-word short story written for Penthouse magazine, Hollywood has 
churned out a total of ten movies and re-tellings, the vast majority of which have fuck all to 
do with his story except the title. 
 
ω If you're looking for another bit of before-they-were-famous type trivia other than the 
aforementioned Charlize Theron appearance, this film's successor Children Of The Corn IV: 
The Gathering starred a young Naomi Watts, acting her little Australian heart out. 



Chronicle (2012)  
 
Director: Josh Trank 
 
Starring: Dane DeHaan, Alex Russell, Michael B Jordan 
 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŜȄ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊΦ !ƴŘ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
strongest ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ !ƴŘ ŀǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇŜȄ 
ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ 
right? A lion does not feel guilty when it kills a gazelle, right? You do not feel guilty when you 
squash a fly. And I think that means something.έ 
 
!ƴŘǊŜǿ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƘŜŜǊȅ ŎƘŀǇǇȅΦ Iƛǎ ƳǳƳ ƛǎ ŘȅƛƴƎΣ Ƙƛǎ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎ ŘŀŘ ōŜŀǘǎ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ 
no friends. His only solace is a video camera that he uses to film his life and document the 
various goings-on around him. In short, things could be going better. 
 
hƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ aŀǘǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ς a popular kid running 
for school president ς ŀǎƪ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŦƛƭƳ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƘƻƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 
the woods. While investigating the hole the trio fall in and end up in a cave, where they find 
a huge glowing structure. Some weird shit goes down and the camera glitches out and 
breaks, switching off. 
 
We rejoin them a short while later after the three teens have somehow managed to leave 
the cave. Things are different though: ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǇŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΦ !ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
simply move objects with their mind, but as they flex their telekinesis 'muscles' and are able 
to move progressively larger objects, things get a little more serious and Andrew starts 
toying with the idea of using his powers to punish the society that shunned him.  
 
The first half of Chronicle is great fun. As the trio get used to their new abilities they do the 
ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŜnagers would do: use them to mess around. They 
move leaf-blowers over to schoolgirls to blow up their skirts, they go to toy shops and freak 
children out with floating toys and they make YouTube-style Jackass clips where they stab 
each other with forks, thǊƻǿ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭǎ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǊ 
parks to confuse them. These guys are no Spider-Men: to them, with great power comes 
great irresponsibility. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǎƘƻǘ ŀǎ 'found' footage in the style of The Blair Witch Project and Troll 
Hunter: most of it is shot throǳƎƘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ōǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ into the film we 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ /ŀǎŜȅΣ aŀǘǘΩǎ ŜȄ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƭƳ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ όŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 
blog). Talk about a coincidence. 
 
This fairly shameless introduction is just an excuse for the filmmakers to break the whole 
'found footage' restrictions and introduce multiple camera angles. The rules are broken 
even further when Andrew realises he no longer has to hold his camera, instead using his 
powers to make it float around him and essentially allowing the film to make use of any 
crane, tracking and steadycam shots a normal movie can use. 



 
As things start getting out of hand and the movie gets a little darker Chronicle does start to 
lose its momentum a little, but it still remains compelling. The three leads interact well 
together and though a couple of major turning points could be seen a mile off (particularly 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎύ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŜƴŘǎΦ 
 
One slightly disappointing aspect is the final act, in which the whole handheld camera 
ƎƛƳƳƛŎƪ ƛǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎΦ !ǘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ǎǘƻǇǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ όƴƻ ǎǇƻƛƭŜǊǎΣ ƳƛƴŘύ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƛtƘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
small cameras and pull them all toward him, giving him a selection of suspiciously high-
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƛƴŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀƴƎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘƘŜƭŘ ƎƛƳƳƛŎƪ 
survive through to the end. 
 
Chronicle ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƘŜǊƻ ƎŜƴǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άŦƻǳƴŘ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜέ 
film style on their respective heads. It could have done with a stronger conclusion but for 
the most part this is one worth seeing. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Chronicle is available on both DVD and Blu-ray in both the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Since this review was first written, it has been announced that Chronicle director Josh 
Trank is to direct an upcoming Star Wars spin-off movie. I'd like to think it was my review 
that did it. You're welcome, Josh. 
 
ω άIƳƳƳΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳϥǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƻǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǳƴŘ-footage style manner, 
through the eyes of the protagonists' handheld cameras. But near the end there's supposed 
to be a big massive fight that takes place all over the city. How the fu- GOT IT. We'll make 
one of the kids so powerful that he has full telepathic control over every camera in the city 
and is able to jump between each shot with the expertise of a Hollywood edƛǘƻǊΦέ 



The Company Of Wolves (1984)  
 
Director: Neil Jordan 
 
Starring: Sarah Patterson, Angela Lansbury, Micha Bergese, David Warner 
 
άNever stray from the path, never eat a windfall apple and never trust a man whose 
eyebrows meet in the middle.έ 
 
Director Neil Jordan is perhaps best known for his contributions to the vampire genre 
(Interview With The Vampire) and the 'chicks with dicks' genre (The Crying Game) but in the 
Ψулǎ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴƛŦǘȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŜǊŜǿƻƭŦ ŦƛƭƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ The Company Of 
Wolves, a film so rich in imagery and metaphor that its ideas and themes are still heavily 
discussed more than 25 years after it was originally released. 
 
While the prologue is set in the present day, the vast majority of The Company Of Wolves 
takŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊȅǘŀƭŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳΦ Lƴ ƛǘΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wolves that roam the woods nearby. Rosaleen, a twelve-year-old girl, is caught up in this 
ƘȅǎǘŜǊƛŀ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎŜƴǘ to stay with her granny 
for a while. 
 
There her granny tells her a bunch of stories, which play out one by one over the course of 
the film: some told by granny, others recounted by Rosaleen to her mum later on. 
Eventually, Rosaleen herself becomes the subject of one of the tales ς a werewolf version of 
Little Red Riding Hood ς ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴƴȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  
 
The Company Of Wolves ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǊȅ ǎŜǘ-pieces, 
the ones it does feature are fairly extreme. One transformation scene in particular has a 
ŎƘŀǇ ǘŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦŦ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƻƴƭȅ Ƙƛǎ ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀ ǿƻƭŦΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ 
ǘƘǊǳǎǘǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƻǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǳǘƘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ǿŜǊŜǿƻƭŦ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
aƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǳƴǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦŦ ƛǘΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ǊƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ōƛƎ ŀƭƭŜƎƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ wƻǎŀƭŜŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ-of-age. It all comes to a head during 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ wŜŘ IƛŘƛƴƎ IƻƻŘ ǘŀƭŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ wƻǎŀƭŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǿŀƴǘǎ 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴ ŀ ƪƛǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǘǿŜƭǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǇŀŜdo. 
 
Underlying sexual connotations aside, this is an incredible-looking film. Jordan and 
ŎƛƴŜƳŀǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ .Ǌȅŀƴ [ƻŦǘǳǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ-like setting and 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦŦΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ with the sort of 
artsy-fartsy shots that usually have me dismissing a film as pretentious but work perfectly 
here. 
 
The Company Of Wolves Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏǳƭǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘȅΦ 
LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǊƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ 



really much like it out there. While it does lose its way a little at times and get a tad too 
ǎƘƻǿȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƎƻƻŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ LΩŘ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
films fantastical and cerebral. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
UK wolf-lovers can get The Company Of Wolves on DVD and on Blu-ray. The Blu-ray is pretty 
cheap at the time of writing and both versions have an excellent commentary by Neil Jordan 
explaining a lot of the messages hidden in the film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Some of the props used in The Company Of Wolves recently went up for auction. They 
were a 'special effects wolf back' (estimated to sell for £800-£1200), a cable-controlled 
'Bertie' transformation head (£4000-£6000), a cable-controlled human-to-wolf 
transformation head (£1500-£2500) a wolf body puppet (£2000-£4000) and a wolf bust 
puppet (£2000-£4000). Sadly, none of them were sold. 
 
ω If you think about it, this film isn't very realistic because wolves lack the proper 
communication skills and business acumen needed to effectively run a successful company. 
Indeed, were The Company Of Wolves a real PLC its share price would plummet almost 
immediately as soon as it was revealed its board consisted entirely of wolves instead of 
people. 



Confessions (2010)  
 
Director: Tetsuya Nakashima 
 
Starring: Takako Matsu, Kaoru Fujiwara, Yukito Nishii, Ai Hashimoto 
 
άaǎΦ aƻǊƛƎǳŎƘƛΧ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦέ 
 
My good chum and work colleague Tamoor gave me a Blu-ray yesterday and told me: 
ά²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΦέ L Ǝƻǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘΦ млл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ L 
was on Amazon ordering a copy for myself, because Confessions ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŦƛƭƳǎ LΩǾŜ 
seen in years. 
 
Yuko Moriguchi is a teacher in charge of a class of 13-year-ƻƭŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀŎƪ ƛǘ 
ƛƴΦ {ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻΣ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ: her young daughter has died and she knows that the 
two people responsible for it are two of her pupils. 
 
Rather than tell the police and send the two young killers through what she believes is a far 
too lenient youth justice system, she decides to plot her own revenge, a revenge that ς once 
you learn the true story of what happened to her daughter ς will have you questioning 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊΦ 
 
The first half-hour of Confessions ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴƎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ 
essentially one long monologue delivered by Yuko to her students, explaining to them what 
happened, how she discovered the identities of the killers, and her method of punishment. 
To say too much would be to spoil a film that really has to be seen with very little knowledge 
about the plot.  
 
This first half-hour is the first of three different 'confessions'Σ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ 
acts into separate revelations. Throughout the second act you start to question whether the 
two 'killers' really deserve the punishment Yuko has bestowed upon them, but by the time 
ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀŎǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǿƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƎȅƳƴŀǎǘ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ /ǳǊƭȅ 
Wurly whiƭŜ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ωслǎ ǊƻŎƪ ƴ Ǌƻƭƭ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Confessions, though. The soundtrack is an 
incredible combination of beautiful score and achingly hip music: ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
watching slow-motion shots over piano music aƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ wŀŘƛƻƘŜŀŘΩǎ 'Last 
Flowers'. 
 
Speaking of the slow-ƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŜƭǎ 
ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǎƻ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
almost every shot is a unique work of art. 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Confessions ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ōǳǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊōΦ ¢ƘŜ 
performances all round are fantastic, the scenes of bloody violence are always handled in a 



way that seem almost poetic and never gratuitous, the ending is powerful and ingenious all 
at once, and I just want my copy to turn up soon so I can watch it again and again. 
 
The pace may be a little slow for some people and those who turn their noses up at subtitles 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜƴ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
highly enough. 
 
Five out of five 
 
How to see it  
Confessions is available on DVD and Blu-ray in the UK, but is Blu-ray only in the US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Don't get this confused with the Confessions... series of British films from the 1970s, which 
includes such entries as Confessions Of A Window Cleaner and Confessions Of A Driving 
Instructor. Let's just say you'll end up watching an entirely different type of dodgy twisting 
and turning, if you catch my drift. Nudge, nudge. Wink. It's softcore porn, is what I'm saying. 
 
ω Also, don't get it confused with Confessions, the 2010 album by Liza Minnelli. It's a bit 
different. Look, I'm just trying to help. 



The Craft (1996)  
 
Director: Andrew Fleming 
 
Starring: Robin Tunney, Fairuza Balk, Neve Campbell, Rachel True, Skeet Ulrich, Christine 
Taylor 
 
BONNIE ς ά¢ƘŜ ŀƭƳŀƴŀŎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
NANCY ς ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǊŀƎΦέ 
 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ƎƛǊƭΣ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ 
pain in the arse at the best of times. When the head jock at the school makes matters even 
worse by telling everyone you were a crap shag even though you never did anything with 
ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ: become a witch. 
 
!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ {ŀǊŀƘ όwƻōƛƴ ¢ǳƴƴŜȅΣ ǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ TV show The 
Mentalist) comes to. She decides to get friendly with three weird girls who have an 
unhealthy obsession with the occult. 
 
9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΩ aŀƴƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ 
Bonnie (Neve Campbell) has massive scarring on her back and wants to be able to shed it so 
she can feel self-confident again. 
 
Rochelle (Rachel True) is sick of bitchy bully Laura (Christine Taylor) mocking her with racist 
ŀōǳǎŜ όά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΚέ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƴŜƎǊƻƛŘǎέύΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ 
her a lesson. And Nancy (Fairuza Balk) is sick of living in a leaky trailer with an abusive 
stepfather and a weak mum. 
 
It soon becomes clear that Sarah has special witchy powers, and so ς with four people 
generally needed to summon Manon ς the trio willingly become a quartet and accept Sarah 
into the group. 
 
The four perform a ritual asking Manon for the power to help them with their individual 
problems: except Nancy, who asks for Manon to enter her body and give her all its power 
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ IƳƳƳƳƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ the film. 
 
!ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘΦ 9Ǿƛƭ ƧƻŎƪ Ƴŀƴ 
Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǇŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƭŀǇŘƻƎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀ ƧƻƪŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƧƻŎƪ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ .ƻƴƴƛŜΩǎ ǎŎŀǊǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΦ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜΩǎ ōǳƭƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƭǳƳǇǎΦ !ƴŘ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ŀǊǎŜƘƻƭŜ ǎǘŜǇŘŀŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
heart attack, dying and leaving her mum $175,000. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŜƘΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ well, because 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘƛǘŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎύΦ 9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ {ŀǊŀƘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƛǘŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŎǊŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ōŜΦ .ƻƴƴƛŜΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎŎŀǊǊƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀ 



vain cow. That bully lass is almost completely bald and is frequently found crying in the 
school showers. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƴƻǿ-obsessed jock admirer is now getting desperate, to the point 
that he tries to get a bit rapey. After he fails with an attempted assault, she tells her friends 
what happened and NaƴŎȅΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴǾƻƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ aŀƴƻƴΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǘǘȅΦ 
 
The rest of the film sees Sarah becoming alienated from the other three, culminating in a 
massive witchy battle and some truly dark moments involving the apparent deaths of family 
members. 
 
Considering it was aimed at a teenage audience, The Craft is surprisingly dark. Self-harming 
ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǳƴŦƭƛƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŎŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊΩ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ όŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ The Craft sees itself as more of a supernatural 
thriller). 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǘŎƘŀōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ 
chemistry ς well, as believable as you can get given the subject matter. 
 
There ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŀƪ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜΩǎ ǎǳō-Ǉƭƻǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀǊŎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘΦ 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ .ƻƴƴƛŜΩǎ ƴŀǊŎƛǎǎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ƭǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘȅ ōƻǘƘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ from 
ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŜǾƛƭΣ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ΨōŀŘŘƛŜΩ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ƘŀƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
with the other two. 
 
LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōŀƭŘƛƴƎ ōǳƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ 
before she quickly gets in line and becomes nasty with little explanation. 
 
Despite these niggles, The Craft is a decent little film with a well-written script, strong 
performances and some surprisingly grim moments given its target audience. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Craft is only available on DVD in the UK. In the US you can get either the Special Edition 
DVD or the Blu-ray edition. The latter is region-free so Brits craving some hi-def witchery 
pokery can import the Blu-ray without any hassle. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǿΣέ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ (but probably aren't). Well, Neve Campbell 
obviously went on to star in the Scream movies (reviewed in the TWABM Vol 1 ebook), 
while Robin Tunney starred in the first series of Prison Break before becoming one of the 
leads in The Mentalist. Fairuza Balk was in the likes of American History X and Almost 
Famous, while Rachel True's never really been able to find a role bigger than that in The 
Craft, most recently having a small appearance in Sharknado 2. 



 
ω On rare occasions at school (usually the day before holidays or the like) we'd be allowed to 
bring in videos and watch them instead of our usual lessons. One bright spark decided to 
bring in The Craft, which we watched during our Religious Education class while our God-
fearing teacher looked on in ever-growing disgust. 



The Creeps (1997)  
 
Director: Charles Band 
 
Starring: Rhonda Griffin, Justin Lauer, Bill Moynihan, Jon Simanton 
 
ά̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇŜǊǾŜǊǘΗ bƻΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ƻƭŘ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜΗέ 
 
Full Moon Pictures is one of my favourite B-movie horror studios. Established in the 1980s, 
it was well-known among horror fans for its cheesy low-budget efforts. 
 
Some, like Puppet Master and Subspecies, were so popular they went on to spawn their own 
multi-sequel franchises. Others, like Dollman ς in which an intergalactic bounty hunter 
ŎǊŀǎƘƭŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ƘŜΩǎ ǘŜƴ ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ǘŀƭƭ ς ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘΦ 
 
Full Moon continues to this day, and while most of its recent output retains all of the 
cheese, it leaves out most of the charm. Titles like The Gingerdead Man and Dangerous 
Worry Dolls sound like they should be superb slices of low-budget larks (well, they do to me 
at least) but ultimately they end up in the TWABM Hall Of Shame. 
 
A great example of how it used to be is The Creeps, a Full Moon pishfest that was given a 
DVD re-release this week. 
 
Anna (Rhonda Griffin) works at the rare books section of the local library. Guests have to fill 
out a bunch of forms before they can even see the books on display, and even then they 
have to wear a mask and gloves so as not to damage the already fragile tomes stored there. 
 
One day a nervous-looking portly chap comes in asking to see the original manuscript for 
aŀǊȅ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅΩǎ Frankenstein. When Anna lets him have a look, he waits until ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 
being watched and steals it, swapping it for a fake duplicate with blank pages. 
 
When Anna finds out the book is missing she realises her lesbian boss (trust me, it becomes 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳύ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛǊŜ ƘŜǊ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ so she hires seemingly 
useless detective Raleigh (who works in the back of a video shop which conveniently stocks 
a lot of Full Moon titles) to track the big fella down. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘΦ IŜΩǎ ŀƭready stolen 
the other original manuscripts for The Mummy and The Wolf Man (um, even though those 
ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ōƻƻƪǎύ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǎ .ǊŀƳ {ǘƻƪŜǊΩǎ Dracula to 
complete his fiendish plan ς the resurrection of the four greatest monsters in literature, 
ready to do his bidding. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƴƛŎƪ 5ǊŀŎǳƭŀ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ōȅ !ƴƴŀΣ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƘŜ 
remembers he also needs one final ingredient: a naked virgin sacrifice. Story of my life, 
mate. 
 



Kidnapping Anna and tying her up in his dungeon (leading to the horrendous quote you see 
at the top of this review), the scientist only gets halfway through the ritual before Raleigh 
turns up and rescues Anna. Hooray and such! 
 
Nevertheless, the ritual is too far along to stƻǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ 5ǊŀŎǳƭŀΣ CǊŀƴƪŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
Mummy and the Wolf Man are all indeed still brought to life... as midgets. 
 
BOOM! ThatΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛǎǘΣ ǎƻƴΗ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƴƛƴƛ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊǎΗ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƴƛƴƛ ǇƛǎǎŜŘ ƻŦŦΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
Dracula in particular eager to capture Anna again to complete the ritual and bring them 
back to full size. 
 
LŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ The CreepsΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀȅōŜ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want to be your friend anymore. This is Full Moon silliness at its finest, a delicious slice of 
mental midget mayhem. 
 
A word of warning, though: the acting is atrocious. I know bad acting is par for the course 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘƻǊǊŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ŀ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ 
woman off the street and made her act in this film, chŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŜΩŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
lines better than Rhonda Griffin does. 
 
tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ L Ǌǳƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 'the 
worse it is, the better it is' ǇŜǊǎǳŀǎƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ŀ ŎǊƛƴƎŜǿƻǊǘƘy script 
ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ 
miss. 
 
Fans of Grade A cheese will definitely want to give The Creeps a go. Everything about it 
suggests it should be rubbish ς the acting, the budget, the soundtrack, the ending ς but in 
this case multiple wrongs somehow do end up making a right. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Creeps ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 5±5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ уу CƛƭƳǎΩ DǊƛƴŘƘƻǳǎŜ 
collection. It even comes with the classic Full Moon Videozone magazine programme that 
was included at the end of the original VHS version, and also includes a ridiculous bonus 
ΨŦƛƭƳΩ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ hŦ {ŜȄ !ƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦{ 5±5 ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŘŜƻȊƻƴŜ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǘƻƻ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŎlude the bonus film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If the little midget Dracula lad with beard and the husky voice looks familiar, that's 
because he should. He's Phil Fondacaro, the dwarf actor who also played Roland in Sabrina 
The Teenage Witch as well as Vohnkar in Willow. 
 
ω Usually when these classic monsters have appeared in a movie together it's been the 
doing of Universal Studios. The first major example was 1943's Frankenstein Meets The Wolf 
Man,  which was followed by the likes of House Of Frankenstein and The House Of Dracula, 
both of which featured Dracula, Frankenstein's Monster and the Wolf Man. 



Creepshow (1982)  
 
Director: George A Romero 
 
Starring: Ed Harris, Leslie Nielsen, Ted Danson, Tom Atkins, Hal Holbrook, Stephen King, 
EG Marshall 
 
άYou see that crap? All that horror crap? Things coming out of crates and eating people? 
Dead people coming back to life? People turning into weeds, for christ sake? Well, you want 
ƘƛƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŦŦΚ !ƭƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƴΗ L ǘƻƻƪ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΣ ōŀbe. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Creepshow 3Σ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
Řǳōƛƻǳǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƳŜŀǎƭȅ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ Ƴŀǎƪ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ǊŀǘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Creepshow 
3 is bad (though it most certainly is), but also because its predecessors were so good that 
the third film let the entire series down. To cheer myself up, then, I decided to re-watch the 
original Creepshow again. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ Creepshow is a collection of five short stories written by 
Stephen King and directed by George A Romero (back when he was still good and not 
ǎƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƻƭŘ ǎƘƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƛǾŜǊύΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 9/ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
1950s like Tales From The Crypt and Vault Of Horror, and as such each story starts and ends 
ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ōǳōōƭŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ-hearted. Make no mistake, this 
may be a collection of horror stories but (much like the EC comics themselves) its tongue is 
planted firmly in its rotting cheek and its five tales of morality are much funnier than they 
are scary. 
 
The first story, CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ, features Ed Harris and tells the tale of a family get-together 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǇƻƛƭed when the corpse of a murdered father comes back to life looking for his 
CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŎŀƪŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
it clear ς as if there were any doubt ς that Creepshow ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ itself too 
seriously. 
 
Following that is The Lonesome Death Of Jordy Verrill, starring Stephen King himself in the 
ƭŜŀŘ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŦŀƳŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŦƛƴŘǎ ŀ ƳŜǘŜƻǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘΣ ǎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
opportunity to get rich from it, tries to colleŎǘ ƛǘΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ Ǝƻ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ 
ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŜƻǊƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀ ǎƭƻǿ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻΧ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
be telling. This is another fun, short tale with another silly ending but the real joy is in seeing 
Stephen King trying to ham it up and over-act as much as possible as the goofy, dim-witted 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊΦ YƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƭƛƪŜ 
this a bad performance only makes the cocktail sweeter. 
 
The third tale, Something To Tide You Over, slows things down slightly and is more dialogue-
ƘŜŀǾȅΦ Lƴ ƛǘ ¢ŜŘ 5ŀƴǎƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅǎ IŀǊǊȅΣ ŀ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ Ƴŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƴǎƻƳ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ 
ex-lover Richard ό[ŜǎƭƛŜ bƛŜƭǎŜƴύΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ƪƛŘƴŀǇǇŜŘ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ 



come with ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
Harry realises what Richard means by this and the grisly demise he has planned for both he 
ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀŘȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ bƛŜƭǎŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ όǿƘƛƭŜ Creepshow definitely 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
no hint of humour) and the inevitable twist ending is like something straight out of one of 
wƻƳŜǊƻΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
laboured a little. 
 
If the third yarn was a little laboured then The Crate feels like an eternity. The story itself 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƻƴŜ ς a college janitor finds a hundred year old crate under some basement stairs 
and reaƭƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ōŜŀǎǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
in any other circumstances it would be considered positively brief, when it follows three 
tales that are significantly shorter yet tell similarly detailed stories this one starts to feel like 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǳǊ-ƘƻǳǊ ŜǇƛŎ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
bad and the creature effects are decent, but had it been a bit shorter (and perhaps the 
previous three stories lengthened a bit) then mayōŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ-ending. 
 
Thankfully, Creepshow goes out on a high with the best story of the bunch, ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ /ǊŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
Up On YouΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ-written, well-acted story about a mean old fuddy-duddy called 
Upson Pratt. A clean freak with a phobia of germs and a ruthless businessman to boot, Pratt 
ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǎǘȅ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ !ǘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΩ ǿƛǾŜǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƘƛƳ ƘŜǊ 
ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ōȅ 
taunting her. He then insults the exterminator, who comes to the door after he complains 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻŎƪǊƻŀŎƘΦ Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƛŎƪΦ IŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ 
seemingly germ-proof, sterile home is invaded by a group of creepy-crawlies, one that spell 
a grisly end for a grisly man. 
 
There are umpteen horror anthology films out there and Creepshow is one of the best. 
While The Crate is a bit too long, the other four are good fun to watch and the fact it never 
takes itself seriously only works in its favour. Even the prologue and epilogue, in which a 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ōƛƴƴŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀŘ όǘƘŜ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ¢ƻƳ !ǘƪƛƴǎύΣ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ LŦ 
you get a chance, watch it to see how this sort of thing should be done. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Creepshow is available on both DVD and Blu-ray in the UK and US. For once the UK version is 
the one worth getting, as it's packed with special features whereas the American disc is 
fairly bare-bones. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Creepshow's sequel was almost as entertaining, but the recently released Creepshow 3 is a 
scandal of a so-called film that has no place bearing the Creepshow name. If you want to see 
just how angry it made me, the full review is in the That Was A Bit Mental Volume 1 ebook. 
 



ω If you can, try to track down the Creepshow graphic novel. It tells the full story of the 
movie in the style of the EC horror comic books the film itself pays tribute to. It's a sort of 
Printception, I suppose. Either way, it's a brilliant wee read. 



Curse Of Chucky (2013) 
 
Director: Don Mancini 
 
Starring: Fiona Dourif, Brad Dourif, Danielle Bisutti, Maitland McConnell 
 
ALICE ς ά/ƘǳŎƪȅΣ LΩƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦέ 
 
CHUCKY ς ά¸ƻǳ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦέ 
 
The success of Bride Of Chucky and its follow-up Seed Of Chucky mean these days Chucky is 
commonly considered a horror comedy star. Despite this, there still remains a core following 
of long-ǘƛƳŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ Ŧŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ Řƻƭƭ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊΩ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ style of the 
original /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ tƭŀȅ trilogy. 
 
Curse Of Chucky is that horror film, with nary a dick joke, sex scene or zany sidekick in sight. 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƘǳŎƪȅ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ-to-ǾƛŘŜƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƻŦŦΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
this is old-school Chucky doing what he does best: pretending to be a doll whilst trying to 
ǎǘŜŀƭ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƻǳƭΦ 
 
Set four years after Seed Of Chucky, Curse begins with a mysterious package turning up at 
the house of Nica (Fiona Dourif), a wheelchair-bound paraplegic who lives with her mother. 
tǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ /ƘǳŎƪȅΣ ōǳǘ bƛŎŀΩǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
odd-ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŘƻƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ /ƘǳŎƪȅ: she should probably get out 
more. Oh, right, the wheelchair. 
 
Shortly afǘŜǊ /ƘǳŎƪȅΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΣ bƛŎŀΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜǎ ƎǊǳŜǎƻƳŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ bƛŎŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƘŜǊΦ 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ bƛŎŀ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
disabled people so she can sell the house and get rich. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛǎƘΚ bƛŎŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ !ƭƛŎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ bƛŎŀ ƎƛǾŜǎ /ƘǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ !ƭƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƛŎƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
motion. 
 
What follows is something that, while not strictly a remake, feels like a retelling of the 
original /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ tƭŀȅ. Chucky befriends Alice and tells her who he really is, while the rest of 
the family refuse to believe her and start dropping off one by one. 
 
LǘΩs a treat to see Chucky in a serious horror role again, and despite the all-out comedy of 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǘǿƻ ŦƛƭƳǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƴƻ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
There are some properly chilling moments throughout and Chucky does feel scary once 
again, for the first time since /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ tƭŀȅ о was released 22 years earlier. 
 



Placing all the action in a single house gives the same sense of claustrophobia the original 
ŦƛƭƳ ŘƛŘΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ bƛŎŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ό!ƭƛŎŜ ŀǎƛŘŜύ ŀǊŜ ǳǘǘŜǊ ŎƻŎƪǎǘƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ inevitable deaths are 
simultaneously scary and triumphant, keeping the viewer hooked throughout. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊ-bound. Intelligent and 
independent yet paralysed from the waist down, Nica is the ultimate definition of a 
vulnerable heroine, one whose spirit is more than willing but whose flesh is woefully weak. 
¢ƻ ƘŜǊΣ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ-in elevator breaks down is a 
horrible ordeal, so the typical 'ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻuse' argument is neatly 
punted against a wall. 
 
Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ Cƛƻƴŀ 5ƻǳǊƛŦΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ bƛŎŀΣ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀ 
strong actress and while some accused the filmmakers of nepotism when she was originally 
confirmed for the role (shŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ .ǊŀŘ 5ƻǳǊƛŦΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ /ƘǳŎƪȅύΣ ƘŜǊ 
performance dismisses those claims as moot. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ Ŧŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ-time Chucky devotees too. As well as the 
references to the Andy Barclay story arc in the first tƘǊŜŜ ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōŀŎƪǎǘƻǊȅ 
showing what happened to Charles Lee Ray (the serial killer who transferred his soul into 
the Chucky doll) and the events that led to the police tracking him down at the start of the 
first film. 
 
The ending is also a huge fanboy moment for fans of Bride Of Chucky, and keep an eye out 
after the credits for a secret scene that concludes the entire six-film series brilliantly. 
 
In all, Curse Of Chucky is a great comeback for a classic horror character who had seemingly 
reŀŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ŜƴŘΦ Lǘ ŦƭƛŎƪǎ ŀ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ /ƘǳŎƪȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƛŜ ǳǇ ƭƻƻǎŜ ŜƴŘǎΦ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
Chucky films in the future but given how long it took to get this one greenlit, if this is how 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ LΩƳ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Curse Of Chucky is available on DVD and Blu-ray. If you fancy catching up on the series as a 
ǿƘƻƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ōƻȄ ǎŜǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ /Ƙǳcky: The Complete Collection which was recently 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ-free, so Brits can import it from Amazon US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The other five Child's Play films are reviewed in the first That Was A Bit Mental ebook if 
you want to get yourself up to speed on Chucky's previous adventures. If you're lazy and just 
want to know the order I liked them from most to least: Child's Play, Child's Play 2, Bride Of 
Chucky, Child's Play 3, Seed Of Chucky. Curse Of Chucky fits somewhere near the top, maybe 
after Child's Play 2. 
 
ω This isn't the first time Brad Dourif and his daughter Fiona have appeared in the same 
production, although the first time was perhaps slightly more awkward. Brad Dourif played 



physician Doc Cochran in gritty wild west TV series Deadwood, and Fiona appeared in a few 
episodes too... as a whore at the local brothel. Fun! 



Dawn Of The Dead (1978)  
 
Director: George A Romero 
 
Starring: David Emge, Ken Foree, Scott Reiniger, Gaylen Ross, Tom Savini 
 
άYou know Macumba? Voodoo. My granddad was a priest in Trinidad. He used to tell us: 
ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ƘŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 
 
While once-legendary horror director George A Romero has let his talents go a little 
wayward recently, the man will always be best known for his Dead trilogy. No film series has 
inspired more amateur horror filmmakers than Night Of The Living Dead, Dawn Of The Dead 
and Day Of The Dead. They were the first contemporary zombie movies, the films that 
wrote the rulebook and laid the foundations on which countless zombie movies, comics and 
video games in the decades since have built upon. While Night Of The Living Dead was the 
film that started it all off and created the modern zombie as we know it, its sequel Dawn Of 
The Dead is the film that manȅ ŀǊƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƭƻƎȅΦ LΩƳ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜΦ 
 
Taking place a short while after the events of Night Of The Living Dead, the original spate of 
reports of the dead coming to life has now escalated into a full-blown epidemic in which 
zombies roam the streets and buildings of Philadelphia. Two workers at a TV station realise 
things are starting to get out of hand and, as they try to escape a building being overrun by 
ȊƻƳōƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ {²!¢ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŜǘ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ bail. 
They head to the roof, 'borrow' ǘƘŜ ¢± ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
the locals are decidedly less bitey.  
 
Spotting a large mall (malls were a fairly new concept at the time Dawn was filmed) our 
fearful four decide to land on its roof and hold up in there for a while, agreeing that if things 
ƎŜǘ ǿƻǊǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭƭΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ 
long time. Things do get worse though and a massive horde of zombies manages to break 
into the mall, forcing the group to fight for survival. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ όŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎƳ 
ǘǳǊƴǎ ǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ȊƻƳōƛŜǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘΣ DŜƻǊƎŜΚ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΗύΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
somewhat telling that even 34 years after its original release Dawn Of The Dead still 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
zombie films, of which the limit of ethical quandary on offer is usually the basic 'oh no, my 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƛǘten by a zombie, I wonder if I should kill him if he changes into one'. 
 
LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ wƻƳŜǊƻΩǎ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƘǳŎƪǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
them constantly questioning whether the 'heroes' and other human characters are doing 
the right ǘƘƛƴƎΦ Lǎ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ȊƻƳōƛŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
effectively raid the mall and steal any goods from its shops as you see fit just because of the 
circumstances? Is it right to taunt the zombies and use them for shooting practice, 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŎŜ-ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΚ 
 



Should the pregnant female of the group be allowed to get in on the action, or is it right that 
they keep her in the upstairs storage room to keep her safe? And, when a motley crew of 
no-good bikers turns up later in the film to break into the mall, raid its shops and further 
humiliate the zombies by sticking custard pies in their faces, is it wrong to feel happy when 
the zombies get their own back and tear them limb from limb? 
 
Even if you decide not to take all these questions into account, Dawn Of The Dead is still a 
great zombie movie in its own right. The gore effects (courtesy of master of the macabre 
Tom Savini, who also plays as the leader of the bikers) are incredible, and even all these 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀǊǾŜƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƳōƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŜƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅǎ ς 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǎŎŀƭǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊΩǎ ōƭŀŘŜǎΣ ŀ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
brain through the ear, and ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄǇƭƻŘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŀƴΧ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ 
mass head-ŜȄǇƭƻŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ 
 
Meanwhile, the fantastically quirky soundtrack mixes a dramatic Euro-synth score from 
Italian horror musicians Goblin with cheesy stock muzak for the mall scenes, including the 
hilarious tune The Gonk which was later used in Shaun Of The Dead and Robot Chicken. 
 
Any time someone asks me to recommend them a classic horror film, Dawn Of The Dead is 
always one of the first I (and many ƻǘƘŜǊǎύ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ 
has the power to scare, to build tension, to disgust, to excite, to entertain and to make the 
ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭƻǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
ultimate zombie movie, and one that everyone with at least a passing interest in horror has 
to see at least once in their lifetime. 
 
Five out of five 
 
How to see it  
/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΚ !ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ 
that Dawn Of The Dead is available in more or less every format known to man. By far the 
best version currently available is the incredible three-disc Blu-ray edition from Arrow Video 
(they've also released an almost-as-brilliant DVD)Φ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ !ƴŎƘƻǊ .ŀȅΩǎ half-
decent Blu-ray or their great four-disc DVD Ultimate Edition here. That UK Blu-ǊŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
the best of the bunch, though. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω It's hard to believe given his suave, slim appearance in Dawn Of The Dead, but Ken Foree ς 
who plays Peter in the film ς would decades later end up playing Roger Rockmore, 
otherwise known as Kenan's dad in Nickelodeon children's show Kenan & Kel. Not many 
actors can boast two legendary roles in one career but Ken Foree can. 
 
ω Speaking of Ken, he also gets a cameo in the 2004 remake of Dawn Of The Dead. He plays 
a televangelist who appears on a TV interview and gets to once again say his classic line 
άǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜϥǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ IŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘέΦ 



The Day After (1983)  
 
Director: Nicholas Meyer 
 
Starring: Jason Robards, JoBeth Williams, Steve Guttenberg 
 
DR OAKES ς ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΚέ 
 
DR LANDOWSKA ς ά¸ŜŀƘΦ {ǘǳǇƛŘƛǘȅΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅΦέ 
 
The threat of nuclear attack is something that has remained ever-present for the past 70 
years. The technology may keep improving, and the potential enemy may keep changing, 
ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ǳōŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ LǊŀǉƛǎ 
(ha!) or ς in the case of The Day After ς the Russians who are the would-be obliterators, 
much of the world lives its day-to-day life with the constant underlying knowledge that at 
any point another pissed-ƻŦŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
The Day After was an ambitious and brave TV movie that attempted to convince all who 
ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
saying, but some people are a bit daft). It shows the build-up, the result and the aftermath 
of a fictional nuclear attack on Kansas City. 
 
/ǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǎƘƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ ŘƻǿƴΚ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ: wǳǎǎƛŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
America has troops in West Berlin (this is when the Berlin Wall was still up, remember), so it 
starts sending troops to East Germany to try and pressure America into leaving. America 
tells Russia to keep its snout out of it, and East German troops start getting arsey so Russia 
ōƭƻŎƪŀŘŜǎ ²Ŝǎǘ .ŜǊƭƛƴΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘŜƭƭǎ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ƛǘΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ 
of war, but when NATO sends troops in to sort things out Russia starts killing them, so 
America starts threatening nuclear action. 
 
As this fictional story is set up (usually through TV and radio broadcasts in the background) 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Yŀƴǎŀǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀōƻut their lives unaware of 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Yŀƴǎŀǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ {ǘŜǾŜ DǳǘǘŜƴōŜǊg, playing Steven (must have been a huge leap, 
that), a medical student trying to get home. 
 
When the bomb eventually goes off (it happens around 40 minutes into this two-hour film), 
the special effects are unsurprisingly modest for a TV movie made in the ΩулǎΦ {ǘƻŎƪ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ 
of nuclear explosions is mixed with wholly unconvincing shots of fake mushroom clouds 
(they were apparently created by injecting colored oil plumes into a tank of water) and 
shots of people with cheesy X-ray effects overlaid to make it look as if the radiation is 
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪŜƭŜǘƻƴǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ Ƙƛǘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ōƻƳōǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ LΩŘ 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ LΩŘ ōŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ Řǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎƴŜŀƪȅ ǇŜŜƪ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǊƛōŎŀƎŜΦ 
 



The aftermath is significantly more convincing. The filmmakers co-operated with the city of 
[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Yŀƴǎŀǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƳŀǎƘŜŘ 
windows and upturned, burnt-out cars for a few weeks, and the result is an effective post-
apocalyptic environment that may be a little understated (a message at the end of the film 
explains that the real devastation would probably be far greater), but still manages to 
depress. 
 
Apparently, when it was originally shown on TV in the US, no sponsors bought commercial 
time for any scenes after the bomb goes off, meaning the final hour of the film was free of 
commercial breaks ς just as well, because it would have really ruined the mood. 
 
The make-up effects are disturbing at times, with hair loss and charred flesh on display. The 
odd dead cow or burnt-out body are grotesque cherries atop a cake cooked at gas mark 
70,000. 
 
At times The Day After dabbles with social commentary. The campus hospital at the nearby 
university starts running out of staff and supplies and considers taking the morally dubious 
stance of locking the doors to any more patients who turn up. When aid arrives only some is 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
have to move on to the next town and help them too, the people revolt. Another scene 
shows members of the public being executed without trial. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜƴƛŀōƭȅ ōƭŜŀƪΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
interesting. The real story is the devastation caused by the bombs and how it affects both 
the environment and the normal people we were introduced to beforehand. 
 
The Day After deliberately goes out of its way to make it unclear who fired first. The only 
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΣŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
that Moscow has suffered similar devastation. The Day After is not a film in which America 
are the goodies and Russia are the bomb-ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ōŀŘŘƛŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
enemy is the nuclear bomb and the only victim is the human race, regardless of nationality. 
Because of this it remains relevant, effective viewing and is well worth a watch. 
 
.ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ {ǘŜǾŜ DǳǘǘŜƴōŜǊƎΩǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Day After is only available on DVD, ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ¦{Φ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ .ƭǳ-ray version 
yet, whicƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Kansas streets look thoroughly devastated and it would be nice to see it more clearly. Not 
ǘƘŀǘ ΨƴƛŎŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω I have the feeling The Day After is the reason Steve Guttenberg never became an '80s 
teenage heartthrob like Patrick Swayze or who have you. Once you see him all radiation-



riddled with half his hair melted off it's hard to imagine the ladies swooning unless they're 
fainting from sheer disgust. 
 
ω To this day, The Day After holds the record as the most viewed TV movie in American 
history. 38.55 million households watched it, with an approximate audience of 100 million, 
which I would imagine was only slightly more than the first episode of Joey (and significantly 
more than the second). 



Dead Heat (1988)  
 
Director: Mark Goldblatt 
 
Starring: Treat Williams, Joe Piscopo, Lindsay Frost, Darren McGavin, Vincent Price 
 
ROGER ς {ƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ WƻƘƴ 5ƻŜǎΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ ǳƴōŜƭievable? 
 
CORONER ς LΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎ ōǳǘ L ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ 
one thing ς stitches. You can see where the cut was made, traversing the sternum and 
incised with an electric saw. 
 
ROGER ς They had surgery? 
 
CORONER ς NƻǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀǳǘƻǇǎƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŦŜƭƭŀǎΦ L ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ 
myself. 
 
Dead Heat is an 80s cop movie in which one of the cops is a zombie. There you go, that 
should be all you need, enjoy. 
 
CƛƴŜΣ L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ LΩƭƭ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƪƛƴg this review worth your while, but that 
description really does sum up what I believe is one of the most criminally overlooked cult 
gems of the 1980s. 
 
Detective Roger Mortis (get it?) and his partner Doug Bigelow are called to a robbery at a 
jewellery store. As the crooks leave the store they pull out shotguns and start shooting at 
the countless officers who have surrounded the area. Although the officers score a number 
ƻŦ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǎƘƻǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ shoot 
cops dead until one is blown up and the other is run over. 
 
wƻƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǳƎ ǊŜŎƪƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƻƴŜǊ όŀƴŘ 
wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ŜȄύ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΦ Lǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŀŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ 
somehow come to life. Dum dum dummm.  
 
Without giving too much away, Roger and Doug soon uncover an evil plot to resurrect the 
dead using a special machine that can reanimate corpses with some sort of electrical 
ǎƘŜƴŀƴƛƎŀƴǎΦ Lƴ ŀ ǎŎǊŀǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜΩŜǊ-do-wells involved in the scheme, Roger is killed and 
brought back to life by the machine, essentially becoming a zombie himself. 
 
The problem is, he can only stay undead for so long before he eventually rots away, so 
together with Doug and Lindsay, a morally outraged worker at the company behind the 
ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ wƻƎŜǊ 
becomes all mushy and shit. 
 
Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭΣ Dead Heat ƛǎ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊ 
the top and knowingly wƛƴƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ 



ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚέ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ улǎ ŎƻǇ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
the laughs for the normal jokey dialogue between the two detectives. This just makes things 
even funnier, as nobody seems too bothered that Roger is essentially a walking, talking 
corpse. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƴǳǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ hƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǎŎŜƴŜ ς 
in which Roger and Doug fight with a bunch of reanimated meats ς is bloody insane, as a 
ƭƛǾŜǊ ŦƭƛƴƎǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ 5ƻǳƎΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ǎƪƛƴƴŜŘΣ ƘŜŀŘƭŜǎǎ Ŏƻǿ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜŎŀǇƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǎǉǳŀǿƪƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜΦ 
 
Even better is that the effects are fantastic for a film this old. Despite the clear madness 
involved in the aforementioned scene all the reanimated animals are surprisingly believable, 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛŘŜƻǳǎ ǎƪƛƴƴŜŘ Ŏƻǿ Ǌǳƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǎƻ 
realistically. Another surprising scene later on involving a plot twist and a rapidly rotting 
corpse looks a little hokey but is still a great effort by the effects team and looks suitably 
grimy. 
 
You might never have heard of Dead Heat ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ς not a lot of people (in 
the UK at least) have. Do yourself a favour and change that by tracking it down and enjoying 
ŀ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎƭȅ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŦƛƭƳΦ {ǳǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘŜŀǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ǉƭƻǘ 
ƘƻƭŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ŀƳƴŜǎƛŀŎΩǎ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ finish and 
the surprise introduction of Vincent Price near the end is the icing on the rotting cake. They 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
what a shame this is. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
You can get Dead Heat on DVD in the UK but it's out of print so expect to have fun tracking it 
down. Americans have an easier time of it, with DVD and Blu-ray versions widely available. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The fact that hardly anyone's heard of Dead Heat is all the proof I need that this world is 
on a downward spiral. If there was any justice in this world, Dead Heat would be up there 
with the likes of Return Of The Living Dead, Reanimator and The Evil Dead as a classic cult 
'80s horror film. Instead it's more or less completely forgotten these days. 
 
ω Joe Piscopo was one of the members of the notorious Saturday Night Live cast of 1980 ς 
the season that was about as funny as mass manslaughter. The majority of the cast was 
axed and replaced, except for Piscopo and Eddie Murphy. The two went on to be the stars 
of the show for the first half of the '80s. 



Dead Space: Downfall (200 8) 
 
Director: Chuck Patton 
 
Starring: Voices of Nika Futterman, Keith Szarabajka, Jim Cummings 
 
DOBBS ς ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦέ 
 
SHEN ς ά{ƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 
DOBBS ς άhǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜȄ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ Dead Space ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƎŀƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ 
petrifying, immersive survival horrors that combine the isolation of outer space with the 
terror of big bastard mutant alien things. Since the games start with you onboard a ship 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀƛŘ Ƴǳǘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ŎǊŜǿ ǎƭƛŎŜŘ ǘƻ ōƛǘǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ 
ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƭŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛtuation got so messy. Enter Dead 
Space: Downfall. 
 
A prequel to the original game, Dead Space: Downfall is an animated movie explaining how 
the SS Ishimura, a mining ship, ends up being infested by the monstrous Necromorphs. After 
a colony on the planet AeƎƛǎ ±LL ŀǎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀƭƛŜƴ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
Ishimura nips down to the planet and takes it on board. Not before a ship infected with a 
Necromorph manages to get inside the Ishimura though, infecting the Ishimura with the 
mutant menace. 
 
¢ƘŜ bŜŎǊƻƳƻǊǇƘ ǾƛǊǳǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ LǎƘƛƳǳǊŀΣ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
mutants. Predictably, shit goes down and various poor sods end up coming face-to-face with 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǇƭŜŜƴǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘhe mutants, save 
the Ishimura and figure out what the alien artifact is supposed to be. 
 
Of course, this being a prequel to the Dead Space video game, which sees you arriving at the 
Ishimura and finding everyone dead with Necromorphs still running riot, it should be fairly 
obvious to most people watching Downfall ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǇŜƎƎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ōŜfore long.  
 
Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŘŜŜƳƛƴƎ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǿƻŜŦǳƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǳƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅ άŦǳŎƪέ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǿƻ ǎŜconds to make up for it, 
as if that makes it cool. 
 
±ƛǎǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŀƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
and, certainly, the art style is very clean and similar to what you may expect from some 
anime studios. When you sŜŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ōŀǎƛŎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳƭȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ 



enough, but there are plenty of times throughout where everything suddenly feels chunky 
ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƛŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀlso interspersed with rubbish CGI shots of the ship, which stick out like a sore 
ǘƘǳƳō ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƧŀǊǊƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǎƻǳƴŘ 
posh when I want to. 
 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǊȅ ōƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘe movie and bloodhounds will smile at 
the various grisly demises of the crew members of the Ishimura, keeping you watching out 
of interest even as the rest of the film descends into a bunch of meatheads emptying 
endless rounds of ammo into hordes of mutantǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άŦǳŎƪέ ŀ ƭƻǘΦ 
 
Ultimately though Dead Space: Downfall ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǘΩǎ 
ƛƴŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ōŀǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
up to the first Dead Space ƎŀƳŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ Řƛǎŀppointingly generic and does the Dead Space story 
ŀ ŘƛǎǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ тп ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
probably not a good sign. As the crew of the Ishimura would say, it can fuck the fuck off. 
 
One and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Dead Space: Downfall is available on DVD and Blu-ray. You can also get it in a two-pack with 
the other Dead Space animation, Dead Space: Aftermath. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω In an odd case of foreshadowing, the title Downfall is a very appropriate description of the 
Dead Space video game series following the release of this film. Dead Space 2 was 
considered a worthy sequel to EA's original but Dead Space 3 was roundly panned for its 
focus on all-out action rather than the moodily atmospheric eeriness that made its 
predecessors so terrifying to play. If Dead Space 1 and 2 were Alien, then Dead Space 3 was 
Aliens, except it wasn't any good. In a way, then, that was a bad analogy,  but I can't be 
arsed changing it now. 
 
ω There's also a second Dead Space animated movie, 2011's Dead Space: Aftermath. It's 
more of the same but this time based on the events of Dead Space 2. Give Downfall a go 
first though, and only track down Aftermath if it floats your boat. 



Demons Never Die (2011 ) 
 
Director: Arjun Rose 
 
Starring: Robert Sheehan, Jennie Jacques, Jason Maza, Ashley Walters, Reggie Yates, 
Tulisa Contostavlos 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ς death that is. Life can be painful, 
ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ to. The warning signs are there if you look 
hard enough. Those pretty girls who seem to have everything ς smiles on the outside, but 
ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴΦέ 
 
Slasher films have been ten-a-ǇŜƴƴȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ωулǎ ōǳǘ Demons Never Die is to be 
commended for trying something different ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
want to die. 
 
Set in London, Demons Never Die tells the story of a group of college students, depressed 
for various reasons, who have all agreed to carry out a suicide pact. ThŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
ŀƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊŘƻǎŜ ƻƴ Ǉƛƭƭǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ 
the process of arguing the whens, wheres and hows of this grim little arrangement however, 
someone in a mask is offing them one-by-one anyway, annoying the other members of the 
group who think their chums are killing themselves on their own instead of sticking to the 
pact. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀ όŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅύΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊƻǿǎ ǳǇ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ aŀƴȅ 
slashers suffer in their inability to make the audience feel empathy for its characters: in 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜ 
all start ƻŦŦ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ άƻƘΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘέΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ 
have a hundred Nurofen later anyway.  
 
It does create some unexpected sympathy for one of the characters in the group as her 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ōǳƭƛƳƛŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ 
The revelation of this truly tragic motive does shock you into actually caring for her, but it 
turns out to be a little too late by that point (without going into too much detail). 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-being of suicidal people 
as the fƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƭƭ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ άŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎέΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǘǊƛǾƛŀƭƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜΣ ŀǎ LΩƳ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŀƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ whether it would 
possibly feel a little insulting to watch a film in which a group of characters with similar 
thoughts decide they can just turn those thoughts off and decide just to live instead. In the 
context of the film it helps because while it does then become a standard slasher from that 
point, it does at least introduce some tension as the characters now have something to lose. 



 
The cast are all believable and carry off their roles perfectly well, in particular the male and 
female leads who fall in ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5±5κ.ƭǳ-ray cover trumpeting N-Dubz 
and X-Factor star Tulisa Contostavlos as the main billed actress though, because while she 
does a good job she literally appears for the first two minutes of the film and is then gone, 
very much replicating the Drew Barrymore role in Scream (but even having much shorter 
screen time than her). 
 
Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ Scream is the template for a few of Demons Never DieΩǎ ǎŜǘ-pieces. 
One scene in particular, where the lead female is chased by the killer for a while and 
manages to escape before her boyfriend suspiciously turns up immediately after the killer 
disappears, is straight out of the first Scream. 
 
L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ŀōƻǳǘ Demons Never Die. A lot of the time I respected it 
for bringing the typical American slasher bollocks to a setting that would be far more 
realistic and identifiable to British teens, and the fact that all the characters were suicidal 
anyway ς though handled sloppily ς at least threw up some interesting questions. The night-
vision stuff near the end is also effective. 
 
At the same time though I was frustrated by a few things, mainly the lack of tension in the 
scenes with the killer, the extremely underwhelming ending and the fact that the film is 
constantly broken up with Hollyoaks-style music montage sequences (leading to the 
ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛƴƎƭȅ ƘƛǇ ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪΣ 
reǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǎƛŜ WΣ 5ƛƻƴƴŜ .ǊƻƳŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ wƛȊȊƭŜ YƛŎƪǎΣ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅύΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
it does try to take an overused genre and present it in an underused setting. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Demons Never Die is out now on DVD and Blu-ray. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Tulisa starred in another well-known video a couple of years ago, one that gained 
notoriety when it was leaked online. As in Demons Never Die she only lasts a few minutes, 
and as before her performance is pretty suspect. I think I'll leave it there and keep it subtle, 
so it's not blatantly clear I'm talking about her blow job video... shit. 
 
ω Curious about the title, I decided to do some research to see if demons can indeed die. 
Naturally, I headed to the world's greatest and most reliable source of information, Yahoo! 
!ƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ όŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŀŎǘύΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¸ƻǳ Can 
rebuke them in the name of Jesus and send them back where the belong, to the pits of hell 
and bind them there. Demons are the angels that choose to follow satin when God threw 
ƘƛƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ 5ŜƳƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ōŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŀǘƛƴΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ 
they dress classy. 



The Diary Of Anne Frank  (20 09) 
 
Director: George Stevens 
 
Starring: Ellie Kendrick, Iain Glen, Tamsin Greig, Geoff Breton 
 
άI have often been downcast, but never in despair; I regard our hiding as a dangerous 
adventure, romantic and interesting at the same time.έ 
 
Last month I suddenly had the urge to become more cultured, and so I finally did something 
LΩŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ: L ǊŜŀŘ !ƴƴŜ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅΦ CŀǊ ōŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŜƴŀƳƻǳǊŜŘ with it. Although Frank was an 
incredible writer for her age, being a young teenager who was naturally unaware of the 
horrible fate awaiting her the majority of the book consisted of spiteful comments about the 
people sharing the small annex with her as she, her family and four others hid from the 
Nazis. 
 
Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
historical importance of the book and the fact that we all knew the atrocious details of what 
happened to Anne Frank after she wrote her diary, you might be forgiven for not really 
warming to her, or maybe even thinking she was a bit of a knob. 
 
This TV mini-series made by the BBC, then, can be forgiven for making use of a little poetic 
license so that Anne is less like the cold, sometimes spiteful teenager she was in her diary 
and is instead more amiable and downright charming at times. While there are still 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƛǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŎǊǳŜƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ 
dismisses her ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜ 
than she is in her actual diary. 
 
This is partly thanks to the casting of Ellie Kendrick, who does an incredible job as Anne 
Frank. At first it does seem odd to see a 13-year-old German girl being played by a 19-year-
ƻƭŘ .Ǌƛǘ όƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻŘŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ Ŏŀǎǘ Ƙŀǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀŎŎŜƴǘǎύΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƘŜǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƳŀȅōŜ άŜƴƧƻȅέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 
what I mean. 
 
Also impressive is the accuracy of the annex set, which judging by photos and videos shot 
since is incredibly faithful to the actual one. This makes it a lot easier to transport yourself to 
their situation. 
 
There are two versions of this mini-series, a 150-minute version and a 100-minute version. 
Unfortunately the 100-minute version is the only one I had access to, but so much of the 
ōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ 
another 50 minutes. 
 
That said, the inclusion of some scenes is a little questionable, especially given that this 
version is a cut-down one. Was it really necessary to keep in her chat about menstruation, 



or show her crying as she comes to terms with the development of her breasts? Perhaps 
these scenes have been kept in there to show that she was a normal girl with normal 
thoughts, but they were still a little uncomfortable to watch since they were the private 
thoughts of a real 13-year-old. 
 
Naturally, sad as it is to say it, anyone watching a portrayaƭ ƻŦ !ƴƴŜ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ 
ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
once again uses a little poetic licence: it suggests that Anne was writing in her diary as the 
Nazis arrived, whereas in reality her last entry was three days before it happened. This 
ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǘŀǎǘŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŎŀƳǇ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ 
(which would have essentially been pure speculation, as nobody knows for sure when or 
how she died). Instead we get simple title cards explaining what happened to each of the 
annex members. 
 
²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ !ƴƴŜ CǊŀƴƪΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ нллф ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ 
όƳƻǎǘƭȅύ ǘŀǎǘŜŦǳƭΣ όƳƻǎǘƭȅύ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎΩǎ 
perŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
You can get the full 150-minute mini-series on DVD for only a few quid on Amazon. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω You may be well aware of the story a couple of years ago in which human fad Justin Bieber 
visited the Anne Frank museum in Amsterdam and wrote a message in its guestbook saying: 
ά!ƴƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎƛǊƭΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜōŜǊέΦ aŀƴȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜŘ .ƛŜōŜǊϥǎ 
comment as egotistical but I just think it's stupid: there's no way Anne would have been 
allowed to play music in the annex without the Nazis finding her right away. 
 
ω The film takes one fairly major liberty with Anne's story in that it has her writing in the 
diary as the Nazis arrive. In reality, they turned up three days after her last entry. The film 
would have you believe the book ends mid-sentence or something. That would just be a loa- 



Doctor Mordrid (1992 ) 
 
Directors: Albert Band, Charles Band 
 
Starring: Jeffrey Combs, Yvette Nipar, Brian Thompson, Jay Acovone 
 
άBefore this is over, I will drink your blood and feed on your flesh, and it will taste sweet.έ 
 
The story goes that indie studio Full Moon had originally done a deal with Marvel Comics to 
make a film adaptation of its Dr Strange comics. However, negotiations fell apart at the last 
minute and so an extensive rewrite was needed. 
 
The result was Doctor MordridΣ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴ ŀǿŦǳƭ ƭƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊǾŜƭΩǎ ƘŜǊƻ 
other than his titular medical qualiŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ 
charm, though. 
 
Doctor Anton Mordrid has been living in New York for 150 years, waiting for the promised 
return of the evil Kabal (Brian Thompson, best known for playing an alien bounty hunter in 
The X-Files), who a prophecy dictates will eventually break out of his dimensional space 
castle prison cell and come to Earth. Seriously. 
 
When Kabal comes back to Earth he plans to wreck the joint, summoning his minions from 
the fourth dimension (which L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘύΦ 
 
aƻǊŘǊƛŘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ ǊŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŦŀƴŎȅ Ŧƭŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƪŜǎƘƛŦǘ 
research centre where he can study world events and try to predict when Kabal will return. 
 
As luck would have it, Kabal returns to New York, of all places, saving the Doc a potential 
ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŦŀǊŜǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ {ŀǘŀƴƛǎǘǎΣ ƘŜ ƪƛƭƭǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 
and tasks the other with helping him recover the three elemental artefacts he needs to take 
over the world. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ 5ƻŎǘƻǊ aƻǊŘǊƛŘΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ Yŀōŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ Ǌƻȅŀƭƭȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
a bit of a problem. ̧ ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŦǊƛŜƴŘŜŘ {ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ IǳƴǘΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭǎ 
who regularly helps the police with odd crimes. 
 
²ƘŜƴ YŀōŀƭΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΣ {ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǎƪ aƻǊŘǊƛŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀŘǾƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƘƛƳ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎΦ 5ΩƻƘΦ 
 
Can Mordrid get out of jail back and find Kabal in time to stop him finding the three 
ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘǎ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ 
 
Although its plot is fairly straightforward, Doctor Mordrid does like to occasionally chuck in 
ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ŎǳǊǾŜōŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ άǳƳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ 
ŀōƻǳǘέΦ 



 
A good example is the scene in which the Doc teleports himself to the other dimension, 
which seems to consist solely of a tiny planetoid on which a castle sits. Inside he meets an 
ƻƭŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜƭǘŜŘ ƻŦŦΦ IŜ ŎǳǊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǘŜΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŦǳŎƪǎ ƻŦŦ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 
Earth again for seemingly no reason. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭȅ ƳŀŘΦ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
Kabal decides to resurrect a giant dinosaur skeleton. Mordrid does the same and suddenly 
things go all stop-Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛƎ Řƛƴƻ ōƻƴŜ ŦƛƎƘǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƛƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ 
shit. 
 
The cast is by and large decent, and certainly miles away from the gash Full Moon ended up 
ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ όLΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΣ Hideous! and The Creeps). By far the 
best example of this is Jeffrey Combs, the star of cult favourite Re-AnimatorΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ 
brilliantly loveable as the quirky Mordrid. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘ όƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōǊƛǎƪ тн ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύΣ ŎƘŜŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭƭȅ ōǳǘǘȅ 
then you could do a lot worse than Doctor MordridΦ LǘΩǎ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ Cǳƭƭ aƻƻƴΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 
ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ωфлǎ ŎƘŀǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƘǳŎƪƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ its 
unabashed low-budget presentation. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Doctor Mordrid was recently released on DVD by 88 Films, a UK publisher who focuses 
mainly on the Charles Band era of Full Moon films. As with its other releases the disc 
contains the Full Moon Videozone making-of feature that was also included on the original 
VHS version of the film. In the US, you can either buy it as a standalone DVD or get it as part 
of the Charles Band DVD Collection, which also contains Meridian, Crash And Burn and Head 
Of The Family. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Jeffrey Combs is better known as Herbert West, the main character in the brilliant 1985 
cult horror Re-Animator. He was also the voice of the Rat King in the recent Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles cartoon series. 
 
ω If you watch Doctor Mordrid and are surprised by the chemistry between Combs and his 
co-star Barbara Crampton, there's a good reason for it. She too was in Re-Animator, starring 
alongside Combs. 



Dollman (1991)  
 
Director: Albert Pyun 
 
Starring: Tim Thomerson, Jackie Earle Haley, Kamala Lopez 
 
OVERWEIGHT KID ς ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ YǊǳƎŜǊ ōƭŀǎǘŜǊΗ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ƘŀƴŘƎǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΗέ 
 
DOLLMAN ς ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ Ŧŀǘ ōƻȅΦέ 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ Cǳƭƭ aƻƻƴ CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦŀƛǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
stuff it puts money into is utter shite. The likes of Dangerous Worry Dolls, Gingerdead Man 
and KilljoyΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƪƛŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ōŀŘ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
Ŏǳǘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ: back in the late 80s and early 90s Full 
Moon Productions (as it was known then) was a powerhouse in the world of low-budget, 
straight-to-video sci-fi and horror. Film series like Puppet Master, Subspecies and Trancers 
were much-loved by genre fans at the time, and the Videozone making-of features at the 
end of each tape (long before DVD, mind) helped gain Full Moon a cult following of fans. 
Dollman was one of the more popular films Full Moon released during that time period, and 
ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭƭƛŜǎǘΦ 
 
Dollman opens on a planet many light years away with its hero Brick Bardo coming face-to-
face with his nemesis, the criminal Sprug. On this planet if you commit a misdemeanour and 
are caught you have a body part removed as punishment, so when you consider Sprug is just 
ŀ ƘŜŀŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƴŀǎǘȅ ōǳƎƎŜǊΦ {ǘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƘƛƳ 
jumping (well, rolling) into his spaceship and trying to leave the planet, with Brick following 
in hot pursuit. The two ships crash-land on Earth (the Bronx, to be precise), so Brick has to 
ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ {ǇǊǳƎ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
just one thing: on Earth, Brick is only thirteen inches tall.  
 
Despite (or perhaps because of) its ridiculous premise, Dollman is brilliant fun. Tim 
Thomerson is the cheesiest 80s action hero you can think of (despite it being released in 
1991), peppering the film with horrendous one-liners and moody acting. Combine that with 
ǊǳōōƛǎƘ ǎǳƴƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǎƴŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀ 
movie version of Duke Nukem. 
 
.ǊƛŎƪ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ŀ .ǊƻƴȄ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 5ŜōƛΦ {ƘŜ ƘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎ ǿŀǊŦŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ 
the Bronx and she wants Brick to help her fix it. The leader of the gang causing Debi the 
most hassle is Braxton, played by a young Jackie Earle Haley, who clearly enjoys playing the 
role. Eventually Sprug ends up out of the picture and the real battle between Brick and the 
gang begins. 
 
The major disappointing aspect of Dollman ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƻΩǎ ƎǳƴΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
powerful weapon ever created: at the start of the movie we see him shooting two criminals 
with it and they explode in a shower of gore with just one shot each. This bodes well for the 
rest of the film but when he gets to Earth and his gun is reduced in size, it's also reduced in 



power. This means that while it does damage to the countless gang members he guns down 
ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǿƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ 
clear this was a budgetary decision, so scenes where enemies are shot would just have them 
falling over rather than pricey gore effect shots. 
 
Dollman is dumb. Dollman is funny. Dollman ƛǎ ŎǊǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ όά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ǿŀƛǘƛƴΩ ŦƻǊΚ L 
ƳŜŀƴΣ ŦǳŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƛǘΗ CǳŎƪ ƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ǎŜǘ-up is fucked up! The little fucker knows what 
ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ǎƘƛǘ ƛǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦǳŎƪ ƘƛƳ ǳǇΦ {ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǳŎƪƛƴΩ ŘŜŀƭ 
and go looking for the tiny littƭŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǳŎƪŜǊέύΦ 
 
Most importantly though, Dollman is fun to watch, and at only 75 minutes (which might as 
well be just under 70 minutes given that it has the longest bloody credits sequence ever 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘύ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƭŀǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜƴŘǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ƙƛƭarity when watched in a group. This is 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ǎǳƳǎ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΣ ǎƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ 
why this is so fun, if a little cheap and cheesy. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
The DVD of Dollman is relatively rare in the UK because it's been out of print for a while 
now. Thankfully, it was recently released on Blu-ray by 88 Films. Both DVD and Blu-ray are 
easy enough to find in the US, as is a triple-bill DVD featuring Dollman, Demonic Toys and 
(naturally) Dollman vs Demonic Toys. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Yes, that's right, Dollman vs Demonic Toys. In it, Dollman squares off against another 
group of Full Moon characters, the evil Demonic Toys, which then went on to fight against 
the dolls from Puppet Master. Basically, Full Moon loves its 'tiny person' crossovers. 
 
ω I still can't think of Jackie Earl Haley without getting pissed off. As a massive Nightmare On 
Elm Street fan, lets' just say the remake - in which he played Freddy Krueger - wasn't exactly 
my cup of green tea. 
 



Dolls (1987)  
 
Director: Stuart Gordon 
 
Starring: Carrie Lorraine, Ian Patrick Williams, Carolyn Purdy-Gordon, Guy Rolfe, Hilary 
Mason, Stephen Lee, Bunty Bailey, Cassie Stewart 
 
RALPH ς ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƻȅ L ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘΦέ 
 
GABRIEL ς ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ȅƻǳΣ wŀƭǇƘΦ ¢ƻȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻȅŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘΦέ 
 
This may appear to be your fairly bog-ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘŜŜǎȅ Ωулǎ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ 
ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŦŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ άǳǇ ȅƻǳǊǎέ ǘƻ many a 
sleepless night. 
 
You see, when I was a young sprog of around five or six, I used to go with my dad to the 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƴǘ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ LΩŘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ-friendly but for 
at least a year there was a cardboard standee in the corner that used to scare the living piss 
out of me. 
 
The offending display simply showed the poster image you see to the side of this text. The 
ǿƻǊŘ ΨDollsΨΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ Řƻƭƭ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŜȅŜōŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
accompanied by ǘƘŜ ¦Y ±I{ ǘŀƎƭƛƴŜΥ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳέΦ 
 
We never rented DollsΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅ ƳŜΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ŦƻǊ 
months thinking about that doll. It was one of the reasons that, ironically, I despised horror 
films when I was young. 
 
¸ŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǿŀǘŎƘ /ƭƛƴǘ 9ŀǎǘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǿŀǊ ŦƛƭƳ 
Hamburger Hill, but when we started watching it there was a trailer for Dolls at the start of 
the video and I broke down, refusing (in my young and innocent way) to watch the film in 
case it had anything more to do with Dolls in it. 
 
{ƻ ƴƻǿΣ ŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΣ LΩǾŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƻƴ Ƴȅ нр-year battle with Dolls and 
watched the film that made me a nervous wreck for so much of my childhood. And, as is 
usually tƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŦǳŎƪΦ 
 
It tells the tale of Judy, a young girl going on holiday with her dad and stepmother, neither 
ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
When their car breaks down in a dark country road during a massive rainstorm, the trio run 
to a nearby mansion in the hope that someone there will be able to give them shelter. 
 
Luckily for them, the mansion is owned by a kind old couple, who used to make dolls back in 
the daȅΦ WǳŘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪƭŜǎǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘΣ ōǳǘ WǳŘȅ ƛǎ 



ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ 
for once. 
 
Before long the group are joined by three more people seeking refuge from the rain: 
friendly portly chap Ralph and two British girls, who are secretly robbers planning to steal 
wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ǿŀƭƭŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ƎƻŜǎ ƻŦŦΦ 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǳƴƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
informed ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƻƭƭǎ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
heads to keep an eye on their new guests. 
 
¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŜŀƭΦ 
Not too chuffed with their owƴŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ Řƻƭƭǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ 
and dish out some pint-sized punishment, taking her up to the attic and turning her into a 
life-sized doll. 
 
Its therefore up to Judy and Ralph to not only stop the dolls before everyone pegs it, but to 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ WǳŘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƎƛǊƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Řƻƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ 
 
Dolls is a silly film, with impressive special effects for its budget that make up for the 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǿ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƭittle musical score by the 
fantastically named Fuzzbee Morse. 
 
²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƛƭ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘǿƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
making the dolls alive is just batshit crazy. 
 
/ǊǳŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ L ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎƛƭƭy my fear of this film had been, that the 
Řƻƭƭǎ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΣ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦǊŀƴƪƭȅΣ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
fucking dumb. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ LΩŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ Dolls ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘΦ !ǘ ŀ ōǊƛǎƪ тт ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƛǘΩƭƭ ǿƘƛȊȊ 
by pleasŀƴǘƭȅ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ǎŜǘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŘŀŦǘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
make you smile. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Dolls is only available on Blu-Ǌŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ млм CLƭƳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ 
decent quality transfer, offering a commentary by director Stuart Gordon. In the US, you can 
only get it on DVD. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Dolls was the first ever film shown at a That Was A Bit Mental double-bill film screening. It 
was the first part of a double-bill that also included For Y'ur Height Only, the Filipino midget 
spy movie. Because, you know, little people. 
 



ω There aren't many horror films that had gore removed by the filmmakers themselves, but 
that's what happened with Dolls. Since Stuart Gordon had recently had success with the 
gore-heavy Re-Animator, he was encouraged by the studio to make Dolls similarly gory. A 
death scene was filmed in which one character had their intestines removed by a doll with a 
pitchfork. After filming was completed it was decided the gore didn't suit the film's tone and 
it was dropped. 



Drive (2011)  
 
Director: Nicolas Winding Refn 
 
Starring: Ryan Gosling, Carey Mulligan, Bryan Cranston, Albert Brooks, Ron Perlman 
 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ-ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ the route. You give 
me a time and a place, I give you a five minute window. Anything happens in that five 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΦ !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΚέ 
 
L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻw what to expect when I put Drive into my Blu-ray player. To be perfectly 
honest, though it had received rave reviews from people I knew, people whose opinions I 
ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ L ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ a go 
purely because my fiancéŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΦ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ L Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
film. 
 
Drive tells the story of an unnamed driver (Gosling) who works as a movie stuntman during 
the day and is a freelance getaway driver for criminals at night. After falling for his next-door 
neighbour (Mulligan) and deciding to help out her jailbird husband, things end up going 
pear-shaped and the driver has to struggle to ensure not only his own survival, but that of 
Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
 
Ryan Gosling puts in a curious but ultimately appealing performance as a man who says very 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
the point across but a lot of Drive consists of Gosling and Mulligan staring at each other 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ !ƴŘ ȅŜǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǎƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
their chemistry is such that they both do such a great job of saying an awful lot without 
actually saying anything.  
 
One thing that may shock you about Drive ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀ ǎǇƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŦƭƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
style of Blood Feast ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Drive has a lot more of the red stuff than 
your standard crime drama. One scene in an elevator in particular brings back some horrible 
memories of the fire extinguisher scene in Irreversible (rumour has it the director asked 
Irreversible'ǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŀǎǇŀǊ bƻŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΩǎ ƎǊƛǎƭȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘύΦ tǳǘ 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǉǳŜŀƳƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ: though, 
crucially, not enough that you should avoid the film altogether. 
 
The other thing I fell in love with was the soundtrack. It very much has an 80s feel to it (even 
though all the music was created within the past five years), and the opening and closing 
titles make it clear that this was the intention. If Grand Theft Auto: Vice City ς my favourite 
game in the GTA series ς was a movie, Drive would be it. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ Drive for whatever 
reason ς ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ǘƛǘƭŜΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ wȅŀƴ DƻǎƭƛƴƎ ς I 



ǳǊƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƭƻǿ ǇŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
an audio and visual masterpiece and one you should really make time for. 
 
Four and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Drive is available on DVD and Blu-ray. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω My wife has become fairly obsessed with the Drive soundtrack, ripping the arse out of it 
on Spotify on a regular basis. As a result I have almost the entire thing permanently 
ƛƳǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǿ ƻƴŜ όάǘƘŜǊŜϥǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ inside you, it's hard to 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴέύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘȅ ƻƴŜ όάŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƘŜǊƻέύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǘŜ ƻƴŜ όάyou 
keep me under your spellέύΦ Lǘϥǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΦ 
 
ω A lot of people compare Drive to the indie PC game Hotline Miami. In reality, the only 
similarities are its '80s-style soundtrack and the fact that both feature violence. That's not to 
say Hotline Miami isn't worth playing ς it definitely is ς but if you're expecting Drive: The 
Game you're going to be disappointed because it's less subtle. A lot less. 
 



Evil Never Dies (2013)  
 
Director: Martyn Pick 
 
Starring: Tony Scannell, Graham Cole, PH Moriarty, Anouska Mond, Fliss Watson, Katy 
Manning 
 
Also known as: The Haunting Of Harry Payne (original title) 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΧ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƪƛƭƭ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŀƴΦέ 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΣ ŀ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƎŀƴƎǎǘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǘǿƛǎǘΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 
anything like that since Cockney Spook, a movie I just made up in my head. 
 
Evil Never Dies (which until recently was going to be called The Haunting Of Harry Payne, 
but was changed to a far more generic title in December 2013) tells the story of Harry 
tŀȅƴŜΣ ŀƴ ŀƎƛƴƎ ƳƻōǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ten years for the murder of his 
gang boss and best friend. 
 
Keen to leave a life of crime behind him, Harry has moved to a small village in Norfolk to 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǇǳōΦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƻǊǘƘ 
watching, thiƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ 
 
!ǎ όōŀŘύ ƭǳŎƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƛǎƭȅ 
ƳǳǊŘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎƛŎƪƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ƘŀƭŦ 
measures in Norfolk, you see. 
 
The villagers think the killings are the work of the White Lady of Rayleton, the ghostly local 
ƭŜƎŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ .ǊŀŎƪŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜŀƭǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ IŀǊǊȅ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƘŜΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ the killing habit 
again. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘǿƛǎǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
the years by drinking them away. These powers might be able to help Harry figure out 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎo patch things up with his estranged 
ǿƛŦŜ όǿƘƻΩǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƳŀŘƘƻǳǎŜύΦ 
 
Evil Never Dies has some decent performances, but British audiences will be forgiven for 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ǇŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ƻŦ The Bill. 
 
Tony Scannell, who plays Harry, starred in the long-running ITV series for nine years as D.S. 
¢ŜŘ wƻŀŎƘΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ DǊŀƘŀƳ /ƻƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŜǊŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǊƛǾŀƭ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
Inspector Bracken, was PC Stamp on the same show for 22 years. 
 
aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǿƛfe is filled by Katy Manning ς who appeared in Doctor Who 
ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ Wƻ DǊŀƴǘ ς ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ƻƭŘ ƎŀƴƎ ōƻǎǎ ƛǎ 



played by the wonderfully-named PH Moriarty, who was Hatchet Harry in Lock, Stock And 
Two Smoking Barrels. Sƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ Evil Never Dies ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀōƻǾŜ 
normality despite its relatively unique concept. 
 
The story is fairly basic, with about as many layers as a t-shirt, while all the apparently 
gruesome killings were seemingly deemed too brutal (or, more likely, too expensive) to 
show on-screen. 
 
Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ƎƘƻǎǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ scenes are the flashback sequences in 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŀƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ-up 
gangster flick. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǘǿƛǎǘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
film decides it ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴƛŦǘȅ ǎǳŎƪŜǊ ǇǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŜǇ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƭƭȅ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ 
 
If you see Evil Never Dies ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŎƘŜŀǇƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜΦ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ƎŜƳ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǳƴŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Evil Never Dies is available on 5±5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ п5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ aŜŘƛŀΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ 
the US yet. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Much like Demons Never Die, reviewed elsewhere in this ebook, the title Evil Never Dies is 
a load of old pish. Evil has died countless times throughout history, from the execution of 
Saddam Hussein to the cancellation of horrendous British TV soap Eldorado. So the next 
time someone claims that 'evil never dies', tell them to wipe the shite from their lips. 
 
ω Here's an odd coincidence for you. Writer John Mangan is also an actor, who's due to star 
in Payne & Redemption, an independent film 'inspired' by the Max Payne video games. So 
one minute he's writing a film about a man called Payne, the next he's starring in a film 
about a different one. 



Exorcist II: The Her etic (1977)  
 
Director: John Borman 
 
Starring: Linda Blair, Richard Burton, Louise Fletcher, James Earl Jones 
 
FATHER LAMONT ς άLΩǾŜ Ŧƭƻǿƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦέ 
 
HELICOPTER PILOT ς άhƘ ȅŜǎΚέ 
 
FATHER LAMONT ς ά¸ŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜƳƻƴΦέ 
 
LΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ Ǉlenty of times before that The Exorcist όŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ /ǳǘύ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ-ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
supremely acted. In a way then Exorcist II: The Heretic is even more impressive, because it 
takes one of the finest films ever and follows it up with a sequel so brain-ŀŎƘƛƴƎƭȅ ōŀŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
without doubt the biggest drop in quality in film sequel history. 
 
Set four years after the events in Georgetown, 18-year-old Regan MacNeil (Linda Blair again) 
ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƳǳƳΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ {ƘŀǊƻƴ όYƛǘǘȅ ²ƛƴƴΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜǊ ƳǳƳ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǾƛŜΦ wŜƎŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƴƻƴƛtored by a psychiatrist anyway. The 
ǇǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛǎǘΣ 5Ǌ ¢ǳǎƪƛƴ ό[ƻǳƛǎŜ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊύ ǊŜŎƪƻƴǎ wŜƎŀƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
she wants to try hypnosis to free them. 
 
Meanwhile, a priest called Father Lamont has been assigned by the Church to investigate 
the death of Father Merrin at the end of the first film, so he visits Regan to try to get 
answers. So far, so normal. But this is still only the first ten minutes or so. Then it gets bad. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ Exorcist II had its premiere, the audience were fine with it until the 
'synchroniser' was introduced. At this point the audience burst into hysterical laughter and 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘȅ: ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ 
the accolades and reputation earned by The Exorcist are flushed down the toilet and the 
series turns into hokey sci-fi mumbo jumbo. 
 
You see, the 'synchroniser' ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ 5Ǌ ¢ǳǎƪƛƴ ƻǿƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƘȅǇƴƻǎƛǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ 
headbands with diodes attached to them, each connected to a flashing light that emits a 
tone. When Regan and Father Lamont both wear these headbands and use their minds to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƴŜǎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ CŀǘƘŜǊ [ŀƳƻƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ wŜƎŀƴΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ 
dreams. Seriously. 
 
Not weird enough yet? Then how about this: while using the synchroniser with Regan, 
CŀǘƘŜǊ [ŀƳƻƴǘΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ мфолǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
Kokumo who has the power to fight an evil demon called Pazuzu. Lamont realises that 
Regan was possessed by Pazuzu in the first film (not the Devil, then), and that he has to go 
to Africa to try to find the now adult Kokumo (James Earl Jones, dressed up in a giant locust 



costume: yes, really) to get advice on how to defeat it. Remember, this is the sequel to The 
Exorcist, one of the most revered and respected horror films ever. 
 
The whole thing is just an insult to the original film. The first Exorcist was a chilling battle 
between the devil and a priest questioning his faith, with an innocent little girl used as the 
arena. It took place in a quiet unassuming street, adding a sense of realism that made the 
otherworldly goings-on that more powerful and disturbing. Then the sequel comes along 
with mind-reading headbands, African demons and James Earl Jones dressed up like a giant 
locust, and everything is pissed against a wall. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ LΩǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘŜƴ ƻǊ ǎƻ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ Exorcist II, and have fallen 
asleep every time. This is no word of a lie. Only recently was I able to watch the whole film 
in one go, and now I have I can clearly say being unconscious was a far more entertaining 
experience. The first Exorcist was a challenging film that made its audience question their 
faith in religion. The sequel made them question their faith in Hollywood. 
 
A half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Looking for a laugh? Fair enough. You can get Exorcist II ƻƴ 5±5 ōǳǘ LΩŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ 
the Exorcist: The Complete Anthology DVD boxset instead (or the US Blu-ray equivalent) 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ brilliant films along with it. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω While Exorcist II could have so easily been the start of a downward spiral for the series, it 
was instead saved by the fantastic The Exorcist III. In it, the police lieutenant from the first 
film treis to solve a series of murders taking place in Georgetown by a seemingly satanic 
serial killer. 
 
ω If you get a chance, check out the trailer for Exorcist II. It perfectly highlights why its 
soundtrack is one of the worst I've ever heard in a film. 



Faces Of Death (19 78) 
 
Director: John Alan Schwartz 
 
Starring: Michael Carr 
 
άDuring the past 20 years I know that my compulsion to understand death was much greater 
than just an obsession. My dreams have dictated my mission. But now it is time to witness 
the final moment, to discover the circle that forever repeats ifself. The end of the beginning 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΚ LΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ 
 
LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ Faces Of Death for years but I knew that my pledge to 
ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƭƭ тн ǾƛŘŜƻ ƴŀǎǘƛŜǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝrin and bear it. When 
my fiancée took a trip to visit her friend in France, I figured there was no time like the 
present. As I expected, Faces Of Death is fucking horrible. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊǳŜǎƻƳŜ Ωтлǎ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƳƻŎƪǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΣ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ it wants 
us to consider death and make us question the ways in which we kill and be killed, but in 
ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǘŜǎǉǳŜ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŜƴ 
admitted that around 40% of the footage was faked, but that of course means around 60% 
ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀŎŀōǊŜΦ 
 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ Faces Of Death was fake, these days 
ƛǘΩŘ ōŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƴƻǘƻǊƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
early days of VHS, where people would rent and copy the taboo tape, passing it around their 
friends and constantly degrading the already fuzzy picture quality in the process. This made 
it easier to believe all the footage was real, because the detail lost in the tape quality would 
ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ǎǳōŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ 'realistic' in their heads.  
 
bƻǿŀŘŀȅǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 5±5 όƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘύΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǘƻ 
tell which of the footage is genuine and which is scripted, hokey buƭƭǎƘƛǘΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ 
more famous scenes ς the murderer on Death Row getting the electric chair, the orgiastic 
Ŏǳƭǘ ǿƘƻ Ŝŀǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ǿŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŀƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
rescuers recovering the mangled corpse of  a man wƘƻΩǎ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ŎƭƛŦŦΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǊ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΣ 
the man setting himself on fire, the restaurant where a live monkey has its head caved in 
and its brains scooped out ς are exposed as quite obviously fake with the benefit of added 
clarity. 
 
However, it also makes ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ 
to stomach and makes Faces Of Death one to skip. The first half an hour is easily the worst, 
opening with footage of actual open heart surgery and continuing on to plenty of graphic 
footage of animals being killed. We see an illegal dog fight taking place, followed by a dying 
lion bleeding to death. We see an African tribe cutting open a cow and draining its blood 
into a pot. We see a chicken being beheaded, then we see slaughterhouse workers cutting 
ŎƻǿǎΩ ǘƘǊƻŀǘǎ ƻǇŜƴ ƛƴ ƪƻǎƘŜǊ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ǎŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƭǳōōŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
skinned. 



 
Other real (stock) footage is harrowing to watch: a section on the Nazis shows lots of 
Holocaust footage, with emaciated bodies being carted around and dumped in graves, while 
newsreel footage of cholera victims in India, suicides, dogs with cancer and police gathering 
the brains and various other remains of road accident victims and San Diego plane crash 
corpses produce a continuous stream of shocking imagery. 
 
Faces Of Death Ŏŀƴ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƘǳŎƪ ƛǘǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǿŀƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 
simply been shoehorned in there to justify showing the footage. The simple fact is that 
regardless of how much of it is fake, the fact that much of it is real footage of humans and 
animals being killed means this is a film that truly lives up to the video nasty name, and one 
of the very few nasties that I believe should be banned in its uncut form in the UK. We may 
live in a time now where graphic death footage can be found online by those who really 
want to see it, but the act of putting some of it in a film, adding fake scenes to boost its 
running time and making money off it leaves a bad taste in my mouth. Avoid. 
 
A half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Despite its shocking real-life content, Faces Of Death is available to buy in a near-uncut state 
in the UK.  The only shots missing are the dog fight scene and the start of the restaurant 
ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ōŀǎƘ ŀ ƳƻƴƪŜȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ όǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ brains are fake the actual 
ōƛǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜύΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳƻǊōƛŘƭȅ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ 
have to see it in full, you can import the uncut German DVD (which was the version I 
watched) from AmazonΦ LŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ LΩŘ Ƨust watch the excellent Video Nasties: The 
Definitive Guide DVD documentary instead, which covers it in enough detail. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If your stomach is some sort of vacuum and you still crave grotesque sights after watching 
Faces Of Death, you're in luck! There are a total of five sequels, each offering a similar 
combination of real and faked footage, as well as a compilation of the first three called The 
Worst Of Faces Of Death. Really though, there are so many better things you could be doing. 
Learn to juggle, for example. 
 
ω hŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ƙŀǘ ²ŀǎ ! .ƛǘ aŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ Faces Of Death one continues to 
be the most popular (in terms of hits) every single day. There are some sick buggers out 
there and no mistake. 
 
ω With all the beheadings going on in the news and the likes of 4chan and Liveleak making 
graphic images and videos of real gory deaths readily available to young and old alike these 
days, I fear for the day that something like Faces Of Death is laughed off as harmless, tame 
fun much like once-shocking slashers like Friday The 13th are now. Speaking of which... 



Friday The 13th  Part 2  (198 1) 
 
Director: Steve Miner 
 
Starring: Amy Steel, John Furey, Warrington Gillette 
 
άL ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƻƳŜŘΗ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƻƳŜŘΗέ 
 
LǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ Ŧŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Wŀǎƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ƛƴ Friday The 
13thΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳǳƳ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ /ŀƳǇ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ [ŀƪŜ 
with teenage blood. Eager to cash in with a sequel but rŜŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 
same trick twice (not to mention the fact that Mrs Voorhees was decapitated at the end of 
the first film), Paramount decided it was time to finally introduce Jason himself. 
 
Before opening with a short prologue to ensure ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƘŜǊƻƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǿŀȅ 
with, Friday The 13th Part 2 jumps forward five years to introduce us to a new group of 
potential teenage victims. These cheery (and horny) scamps are headed to the countryside 
to take part in a training session so they can learn how to be camp counsellors. 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳΣ /ŀƳǇ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ [ŀƪŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻōƻŘȅΩǎ 
allowed to go there. As luck would have it though, the training centre is located just a 
ƳŀŎƘŜǘŜΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘhe Crystal Lake site. Hmmm, I hope nothing happens to 
anyone as a result of this. 
 
After a fan-pleasing return from Crazy Ralph ς who once again turns up to deliver an eerily 
prophetic warning and once again is dismissed ς the would-be counsellors meet at the 
training centre and proceed to tell the obligatory campfire backstory of Jason and his mum. 
 
What happens after this is essentially a re-do of the first film as one by one a total of eight 
victims are offed in various gruesome ways. One couple makes the slasher film mistake of 
having sex and the two are promptly impaled together mid-coitus as a result. A skinny 
dipping incident results in a machete-aided throat slice. Even poor old Crazy Ralph finally 
ƎŜǘǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ 
 
By far the most memorable kill in Part 2 however is that of Mark, the unfortunate 
wheelchair-ǊƛŘŘŜƴ ƭŀŘ ǿƘƻΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ IŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƛƴΩǎ ǇƻǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƛǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜŘΣ aŀǊƪ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ƳŀŎƘŜǘŜ 
plonked unceremoniously through his head before having his wheelchair kicked down the 
ǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΦ {ŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ WŀǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƘŜΩǎ 
an equal opportunities destroyer. 
 
Speaking of Jason, Part 2 does indeed mark his first main aǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊΦ IŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
quite the hockey mask wearing icon most know him as by this point, though (the mask 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ Part 3). 
 



Instead, in order to hide his disfigured face, Jason wears a slightly less menacing pillowcase 
over Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΦ IŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǊ 
ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳƴǘƳŀƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ όǘƘŜ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ²ŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ DƛƭƭŜǘǘŜύΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǊƻǊΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŧŀmous (hidden) faces. 
 
The main problem with Part 2 is its final third. After killing off eight people in quick 
succession the film leaves us with Jason, two survivors, and another 25 minutes or so left to 
go. The result is a lengthy chase scene that goes on a little too long for my liking, even 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƻƛƴŜ Dƛƴƴȅ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǎ 
WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜ ƘƛƳύΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘƻƪŜƴ ǘǿƛǎǘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎƛŎŀƭΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘŀt the ending 
ǿŀǎ όǎǇƻƛƭŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘύΦ ²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǘǿƛǎǘ όǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ƎƛǊƭΣ 
sitting in a canoe in the middle of Crystal Lake, is pulled under by a young Jason) is easily 
ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘo do so. 
 
After seemingly killing Jason, Ginny and her fellow survivor Paul head to another cabin. 
There, a maskless Jason bursts through a window and attacks Ginny, at which point we fade 
to white. The next thing we see is Ginny being helped into a stretcher, as she explains she 
has no recollection of what happened to Jason or Paul. 
 
Call me entitled, but after watching a chase scene for 25 fucking minutes I expect to see 
ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƻƭŘ άǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǎƻǊǊȅΦέ 
 
In a way, Part 2 ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ƙƛǘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŜǊ 
for the possibility of a sequel. They had a killer (Mrs Voorhees) who was killed fairly 
convincingly, and the twist ending with the little kiddy Jason coming out of the lake was 
little more than a Carrie-style dream ending to get the audience chatting as they left the 
cinema. It was a nice way to end a one-off film and had it not been so popular then it would 
have been a perfectly fine standalone story. 
 
When the first Friday The 13th became an unexpected success and a sequel became 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻǇŜǊΩ Wŀǎƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ be 
left ambiguous to prevent future complexities when making a third film, or a fourth, or (as 
eventually happened) a tenth. Hence the Part 2 ending in which Jason appears to create a 
final scare then just fucks off without any explanation as to where he went. 
 
As the series progressed the filmmakers got used to the balance of giving us a satisfying 
Wŀǎƻƴ ΨŘŜŀǘƘΩ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-up in place. This effort lacks the 
former, making the latter feel jarring. 
 
Friday The 13th Part 2 Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ Ωулǎ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳǎ ƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ 
are relatively well-ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
feel like generic bags of meat ready to be butchered in a variety of ways. The kills are also 
inventive enough given the genre was still in its infancy at this point, and the screen debut 
of Jason marks a classic milestone in horror cinema. The final 20 minutes are a bit of a slog 



though and the ending is just a piss-take, meaning while it may ōŜ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ƛǘΩǎ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
the finest of the Fridays. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Friday The 13th Part 2 is available on both DVD and Blu-ǊŀȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎǊŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 
Friday The 13th experience you have three options. In the UK your only main option is the 
Friday The 13th: From Crystal Lake To Manhattan DVD box set, which contains DVD versions 
of Friday The 13th Parts 1-8. 
 
This same DVD box set is also available in the US, though by far the best option is the 
recently released Friday The 13th: The Complete Collection Blu-ray set. This is only available 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ōǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ-ŦǊŜŜ όL ƻǿƴ ƛǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦύΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
flash with the cash you can import it. This set contains all twelve movies in one box for the 
first time, including Freddy Vs Jason and the 2009 reboot. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Jason is played in this movie by Warrington Gillette. I have no intention of legally changing 
my name by deed poll but if I did you can bet your balls it'd be to Warrington Gillette. 
 
ω Adrienne King, the 'final girl' from the first Friday The 13th, returned to Part 2 to film a 
small prologue in which Jason kills her for offing his mum in the first film. Apparently King 
was supposed to star in the entire movie but she turned it down because she was getting 
hassled by a stalker. After filming the prologue, she wouldn't star in another film again for 
another 19 years.  



Friday The 13th Part 3  (19 83) 
 
Director: Steve Miner 
 
Starring: Dana Kimmell, Paul Kratka, Larry Zerner, Richard Brooker 
 
άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ǝƻƴƴŀ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΚ {ƳƻƪŜ ŘƻǇŜΚέ 
 
After the second Friday The 13th movie ended with the doors left wide open for a sequel, 
that inevitable follow-up sauntered through said doors just one year later in the shape of 
the imaginatively titled Friday The 13th Part 3. 
 
The second film concluded with the survivor conveniently blacking out and having no idea 
where Jason had gone, so the third begins just one day later as a still very-much alive Jason 
heads to a lakefront property called Higgins Haven, where he takes solace in a nearby 
farmhouse to rest his wounds. 
 
!ǎ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƭǳŎƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
spend the week at Higgins Haven, blissfully unaware one of the horror gŜƴǊŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
notorious slashers is camping out in the building next door. 
 
¸ƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƴŜȄǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀ ƴƛŦǘȅ ƻǾŜǊǘƛƳŜ ōƻƴǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻǊƻƴŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀƭƭΣ Part 3 ends with a 
total of eleven deaths, the most in the series at that point. 
 
What sets Part 3 apart from its two predecessors and umpteen successors is that it was 
originally shown in cinemas in 3D. Not your typical red and blue affair either, but the proper 
clear, polarised glasses effort. 
 
I had the good fortune to see a rare screening of the 3D version in Edinburgh many years 
ŀƎƻ όǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƛƴǘǎ ƭŜŦǘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŎƛƴŜƳŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭŘ-school screens suitable 
for projecting that type of image onto) and it was sensational. 
 
!ǎ ŀ о5 ŦƛƭƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ωулǎ Part 3 naturally spends much of its time thrusting things into the 
camera to make the audience lose their shit. Throughout its 95 minutes viewers are 
constantly ducking as a baseball bat, a mouse, a snake, a yo-yo, a joint, a harpoon and two 
different eyeballs are among the items shoved towards them. 
 
The 3D effect ς as it was originally intended, at least ς is unexpectedly effective given the 
ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƭƻǿ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƘƻƻǘing in 3D in the 1980s. 
 
Some of the aforementioned close-ups are slightly misaligned, so when Jason squeezes a 
ǇƻƻǊ ŎƘŀǇΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜōŀƭƭ ǇƻǇǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ΨŘƻǳōƭŜ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΩ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ 
comes towards you. 
 



Surprisingly, then, the most impressive instances are during the less exciting scenes, where 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻŀƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΦ ! ǎŎŜƴŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŘǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜǊŜƴŜ ƭŀƪŜΦ 
 
Watching in 2DΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǿiewers do, the removal of Part 3Ωǎ ƎƛƳƳƛŎƪ 
relegates it to the status of just another slasher film continuing the tried and tested Friday 
The 13th formula. 
 
Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ its teens are slightly more 
ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎΥ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ {ƘŜƭƭȅΣ ŀ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎ ƴŜǊŘ ǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳΦ 
 
Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ {ƘŜƭƭȅ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Friday The 13thΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ 
item ς WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƘƻŎƪŜȅ Ƴŀǎƪ ς when it emergŜǎ ƘŜΩǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
as a prank. When Shelly pegs it later, Jason nicks his mask and keeps hold of it for the next 
eight films. 
 
If you can, watch Friday The 13th Part 3 in 3D as it was originally intended (see below to find 
out ƘƻǿύΦ Lƴ н5 ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōǳǘ ƻŦ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƳŀǎƪΦ 
 
Lƴ о5 ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǇƻƭŀǊƛǎŜŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
cheesy fun. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'how to see it' section for Friday The 13th Part 2 - the same applies for this film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω One of these days I want to screen Friday The 13th Part 3 in 3D. It's going to happen, mark 
my words. Sadly, it'll probably have to be in the rubbish red-and-blue glasses format, but 
even so. If you live in London, follow @TWABM on Twitter and keep an eye out for 
announcements. 
 
ω I don't want to get all wanky but technically this shouldn't really be called Friday The 13th 
since it starts the day after the events of Part 2 and then moves on to the day after that. So 
technically it should be called Sunday The 15th And A Bit Of Saturday The 14th. 



Friday The 13th: The Final Chapter (1984)  
 
Director: Joseph Zito 
 
Starring: Kimberly Beck, Corey Feldman, Crispin Glover, Peter Barton, Ted White 
 
άJesus Christmas! Holy Jesus! Goddamn! Holy Jesus jumping Christmas shit!έ 
 
Oh, you poor, deluded fools. To think there was once a time when the fourth film in the 
Friday The 13th series was supposed to be the last one ever. 
 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƘƛƴŘǎƛƎƘǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ς Jason would go 
on to star in a further eight movies ς ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘ The Final Chapter as the 
concluding part it was seemingly intended to be. 
 
Following on from the end of the third movie, an apparently dead Jason is carted off to the 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳƻǊƎǳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΦ tǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜΩǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ 
them again, killing a couple of doctors on his way out of the building. 
 
Wŀǎƻƴ ǎŜǘǎ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ [ŀƪŜ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ: ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ 
ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
gotten the hang of how this franchise works yet. 
 
Yes, another bunch of dick-swinging dudes and dudettes (including a young Crispin Glover) 
have rented a house at Crystal Lake, with the aim of partaking in all manner of alcohol 
consumption and numerous games of Hide The Sausage. 
 
Watching on enviously is Trish Jarvis (Kimberly Beck), who lives in the house next door with 
her mum and brother Tommy (a pre-Goonies Corey Feldman). Trish wants to join the party 
ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƳǳƳΩǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƻǘƘǎŀȅŜǊ-ƭƛƪŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜŀŘ 
to trouble. 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ǉƛǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ: ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ 
prizes for guessing what the next 50 minute-chunk consists of (except for maybe a badge 
saying Captain Obvious). A grand total of twelve deaths are doled out by Jason in The Final 
Chapter, each clearly attempting to outdo each other in originality. 
 
One poor sod has his neck sliced and broken with a surgical hacksaw. Another is thrown out 
a window, landing on the roof of a car three storeys down (and blowing out its windows in a 
ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǳƴǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴύΦ !ƴŘΣ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƪŜƴ ΨƛƳǇŀƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƭƻǿΩ 
scene returns, this time with an unfortunate lass getting speared from underneath a raft. 
 
As for poor Crispin Glover, he gets a corkscrew slammed into his hand then a meat cleaver 
lodged in his face. Thankfully, before this happens he manages to make his mark on 
cinematic history with one of the worst dances ever committed to celluloid. 
 



 
 
The Final Chapter ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƛƴƪŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǿ-ǎǘŀǇƭŜ ΨŦƛƴŀƭ ƎƛǊƭΩ ŀŎǘ ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ 
two survivors. Both Trish and her little brother Tommy are the last ones standing by the end 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ Part 2 ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
a lot more effective given that Tommy is so young and more vulnerable than his sister. 
 
If you want to get all arsey and academic about it, The Final Chapter offers an interesting 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ΨƘŜǊƻƛƴŜΩ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 
the idea of the final survivor being a teenage girl ς a traditionally weak character (according 
to the movies, not me) ς who realises she has to fight and finds inner strength to defeat 
what seems like an unstoppable foe. 
 
This time another level in the hierarchy is added iƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ¢ƻƳƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά¸ƻǳ 
thought teenage girls were weak? Try a nine-year-ƻƭŘ ōƻȅ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎƛȊŜέΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ΨŦƛƴŀƭ ƎƛǊƭΩΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ¢ǊƛǎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ 
her role in the final battle is merely to act as a decoy, having a half-arsed struggle with Jason 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ΨŦƛƴŀƭΩ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ¢ƻƳƳȅΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
blow. 
 
9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ /ƻǊŜȅ 
Feldman shave his hair off and swing a machete around (which does actually happen). 
 
Which brings us neatly to the inevitable twist ending (spoilers for the rest of this 
paragraph!). Yes, despite the title claiming this was indeed the final chapter, the filmmakers 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴ άƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ ƴƻǘŜ ōȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ Wŀǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ 
dead, young Corey Feldman had gone a little mad after killing him and could potentially go 
on to continue killing. 
 
¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŘŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭowed up on and the idea was scrapped by the time 
the inevitable Friday The 13th Part V: A New Beginning ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
say Part V ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ time. 
 
Friday The 13th: The Final Chapter is a good entry in a series that had more or less nailed the 
slasher formula by the fourth film. The ending is the only truly unsatisfying aspect, the rest 
is standard slasher fare that should pass the time well enough with a group of mates. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'how to see it' section for Friday The 13th Part 2 - the same applies for this film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω There are other series with movies that claim to be the 'final' instalment but can't help 
going ahead with another sequel anyway: see Freddy's Dead: The Final Nightmare (followed 
by three more films) and The Final Conflict (the third Omen movie, followed a decade later 



by Omen IV). But Friday The 13th is extra special because it makes this false claim twice in 
the same series: once with The Final Chapter, then again with the ninth entry, Jason Goes To 
Hell: The Final Friday. The latter was subsequently followed by Jason X, Freddy vs Jason and 
the Friday The 13th remake. 
 
ω Of all the actors to portray Jason over the years, The Final Chapter's Ted White is probably 
the least well-known. That's because he demanded to have his name removed from the 
film's credits in protest at director Joseph Zito treating the other teenage actors like shite. 
The final straw came during a scene in which teenage actor Judie Aronson was filming a 
scene in a freezing lake and Zito refused to let her come out of the lake in between takes. 
What a prick. 



Friday The 13th Part V: A New Beginning (1985)  
 
Director: Danny Steinmann 
 
Starring: John Shepherd, Shavar Ross, Melanie Kinnaman, Dick Wieand 
 
άWŀǎƻƴ ±ƻƻǊƘŜŜǎΚ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻǳǘǘŀ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ Wŀǎƻƴ 
±ƻƻǊƘŜŜǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŀŘΗ Iƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜƳŀǘŜŘΦ IŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ŀǎƘΦέ 
 
PiŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀ ŦŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ŜȄŜŎǎ ŀǘ tŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ 
Friday The 13th film, one which quite clearly drew a line under the whole series with the 
title Friday The 13th: The Final Chapter. And yet, people wanted more. 
 
So, ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŜŀǘƭȅ ōǊǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ΨŦƛƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƴŜŀǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ-
soaked carpet, Paramount greenlit a fifth film and decided to call it A New Beginning, the 
title implying that the first four films were still their own little series and now we were 
dealing with a brand new story arc. 
 
9ȄŎŜǇǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ A New Beginning follows on from the events of the fourth film, 
albeit a number of years later. Now a teenager, Tommy Jarvis ς played by a guy who looks 
nothing like Corey Feldman ς has been sent to a psychiatric asylum for similarly troubled 
teens, having continued to suffer nightmares and visions of Jason ever since he killed him as 
a kid. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘΦ ¢ƻƳƳȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ Wŀǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƴǳǘŎŀǎŜ ǘŜŜƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŘŜŀŘΦ 
Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƪƛƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǎŀ... oh, right, there must be someone actually 
killing them. Never mind. 
 
Part V does its best to walk the line between being a completely new story and a traditional 
Friday The 13th film. Though the asylum setting takes the action away from Crystal Lake for 
the first time the typical Friday formula remains, with teens lining up to get their own five 
minutes of fame/nudity before being offed in an appropriately grim fashion by a chap in a 
hockey mask. 
 
The acting is of a generally poor standard this time around, even by slasher film standards. 
While each Friday before it at least had a character the audience could side withΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
difficult to do so. The lad playing Tommy has all the personality of a pencil case, and his 
supporting cast ranges from dull to irritating. 
 
aƻǎǘ ƘŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƳŜŘȅΩ Ƙƛƭƭōƛƭƭȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǘŜǎǉǳŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴ ƭƛǾŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 
asylum and keep turning up to have a go at the staff for letting the teens wander near their 
house. The mum is foul-mouthed to an unnecessary extent, the result being that rather than 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ άǿƻǿΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƴƎǊȅέ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ άƘƳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊd to 
ƳŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜέΦ 
 



Her son, meanwhile, is probably the single worst character in the entire twelve-film Friday 
The 13th series. An infuriatingly annoying caricature of dumb hillbillies, he stinks up every 
ǎŎŜƴŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǳǇƛŘƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ-the-top performance and constantly threatens to turn 
the film into a terrible comedy rather than an adequate slasher. 
 
Which is, thankfully, what Part V still manages to be against the odds. The kills are varied: 
one poor chap has an ice pick rammed into his neck, another has a road flare jammed into 
his mouth, while one unfortunate lass gets a pair of garden shears thrust into her eyes. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀǘǊƻŎƛƻǳǎ мфулǎ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ 
nutcase pegs it after a lengthy spot of robot dancing. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ Ŧŀƴǎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ 
ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘ ǎǇƻƛƭŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƻƴΦ LŦ 
you plan on watching Part V at some point though, be a dear and skip ahead to the final 
paragraph. 
 
wƛƎƘǘΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƛŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀŎƪǎΦ !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎȅ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ Part V is that the killer 
wearing the hockŜȅ Ƴŀǎƪ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ WŀǎƻƴΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ambulance drivers from the start of the film, who recognises the first victim as his long-lost 
son and decides to take revenge. 
 
Although the New Beginning subtitle sort of suggested that might be the case, fans were still 
livid that the promise Part IV ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨThe Final ChapterΩ ƘŀŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
be accurate after all. They went expecting another Jason movie, instead all they got was 
some big dick in a mask. 
 
Paramount noted the fan outrage and took great pains to reverse the damage with the 
inevitable sequel, which was tellingly titled Friday The 13th Part VI: Jason Lives. Was it any 
ŎƻǇΚ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǎƻƻƴΣ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ 
 
So, I suppose you want to know if you should watch Friday The 13th Part V: A New 
BeginningΦ aȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘȅΣ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ΨƳŀȅōŜΩΦ Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
series this lies somewhere in the middle: not quite as effective as the original quadrilogy but 
still offering some decent, gory shocks before MPAA censorship started to ruin the later 
movies (more on that in a later review). 
 
DƛǾŜƴ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǾƛǎƛǾŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŜƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ 
Since the means take the form of a half-decent slasher movie thoughΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻƻ 
much. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'how to see it' section for Friday The 13th Part 2 - the same applies for this film. 
 



Bits and pieces 
ω Although Tommy Jarvis is now an adult in Part VΣ /ƻǊŜȅ CŜƭŘƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ it: he appears in 
ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ŦƭŀǎƘōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ¢ƻƳƳȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƧŀǊǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
back to the teenage Tommy, however, who looks nothing like him. 
 
ω As the review mentions, fans were truly pissed when it turned out Jason wasn't the killer 
in Part V, so Paramount ensured they didn't make the same mistake with Part VI: Jason 
Lives. They should have seen it coming though, in fairness: John Carpenter tried to pull the 
same trick with Halloween III: Season Of The Witch, which had nothing to do with Michael 
Myers despite the title. Fans revolted and Halloween 4: The Return Of Michael Myers was 
subsequently released, minus the involvement of a now-disillusioned Carpenter. 



Friday The 13th Part VI: Jason Lives (1986)  
 
Director: Tom McLoughlin 
 
Starring: Thom Mathews, Jennifer Cooke, David Kagen, CJ Graham 
 
άL ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŎǊŜƳŀǘŜ WŀǎƻƴΧ ōǳǘ L ŦǳŎƪŜŘ ǳǇΦέ 
 
After pissing off long-time Friday The 13th Ŧŀƴǎ ōȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǉǳŜƭ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Wŀǎƻƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
actually the killer (see my review of Part V: A New BeginningύΣ tŀǊŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŦƛƭƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ Friday The 13th Part VI comes with a fairly definitive 
subtitle that states, yes, Jason is alive and well in this one. 
 
Not that his resurrection makes a lot of sense, mind. After surviving a Friday film for the 
second time, Tommy Jarvis (now played by a third actor, the frustratingly spelt Thom 
aŀǘƘŜǿǎύ ŜǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƘŜ ǎŜŜǎ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ 
rotting body. Nice one, job done. 
 
9ȄŎŜǇǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǇƻƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ 
ŎƻǊǇǎŜΣ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳǳƴŎƘ ƻƴ ¢ƻƳƳȅΩǎ ŀǊǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƳ Ƙƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ 
pole and brings Jason back to life, all zombified and annoyed and that. 
 
¢Ƙǳǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨȊƻƳōƛŜ WŀǎƻƴΩ ŜǊŀ ƛƴ Friday The 13th lore. Before, he was 
just a man ς a lumbering, powerful mountain of a man, mind you, but a man nonetheless ς 
but in Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜŀŘΣ ǳƴǎǘƻǇǇŀōƭŜ ȊƻƳōƛŜ ƘŜƭƭ-bent on turning 
everyone in his vicinity into a mushy pulp. 
 
Realising he might have done something a bit silly, Tommy heads to the nearby police 
station, where the sheriff ς ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻƳƳȅΩǎ Ƙƛstory and not willing to accept Jason is back 
in Crystal Lake ς locks him in a cell. 
 
Meanwhile, a new summer camp is just about to start up, and one of the counsellors is the 
ǎƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƭƛƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ¢ƻƳƳȅΦ hƻƻƻƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ Eastenders 
or summat. 
 
If nothing else, credit has to be given to Jason Lives for featuring a summer camp that 
actually has children in it for once. Usually, due to the inevitable issues that come when 
shooting a film with child actors, slasher films set at summer camps tend to take place a few 
days before the camp opens, with all the trainee counsellors hacked to bits before a single 
kiddiewink arrives at the camp. 
 
By pushing Part VI a bit further back so the camp is actually full of children, then, what 
inevitably resulted in countless headaches for the film crew also gives an extra sense of 
dread to proceedings, as there are now a bunch of genuinely vulnerable targets running 
around. 



 
Deep down you know none of them will be killed (though not all slashers stick to that 
unwritten rule: see Sleepaway Camp), but it keeps things tense anyway. 
 
bƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻǊȅ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ Wŀǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ƻŦŦŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƻƎǎΣ 
mind you. The Friday The 13th series has always had a hate-hate relationship with the MPAA 
(the American ratings board), and Part VI in particular suffers from some heavy censorship. 
 
!ƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
disappointing, anti-climactic moments that hint at something gruesome but quickly cut 
away. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛǾŜ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ус 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ му ƪƛƭƭǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƛǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
mouth, a triple decapitation with a maŎƘŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ōŀǊŜ 
ƘŀƴŘǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǿŜ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ƎŜǘ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƛǿƻǊƪΦ 
 
Jason Lives is the slasher film equivalent of a soft porn film (uƳΣ LΩŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
degree of entertainment in enduring the bad acting and the cheesy one-liners, but when it 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƛǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ƛǘ ƛƴΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜΦ 
 
¦ƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŀƭƻƎȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΣ ǎƻ LΩƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ƴƻǿΦ 
 
Two out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'how to see it' section for Friday The 13th Part 2 - the same applies for this film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Here's a fun fact: this is the only Friday The 13th film, of all twelve released, not to feature 
any nudity. So this is the one to watch with your mum and dad over Christmas. 
 
ω Why exactly was Tommy Jarvis played by a completely different actor for the third movie 
in a row? Well, John Shepherd - who played Tommy in Part V - became a born-again 
Christian after shooting the film and decided he didn't want anything to do with Part VI. This 
series just couldn't get a bloody break. 



Friday The 13th Part VII: The New Blood (1988)  
 
Director: John Carl Buechler 
 
Starring: Lar Park-Lincoln, Terry Kisser, Susan Blu, Kane Hodder 
 
άTheǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ ! ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ōǳǊƛŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŀŘΦ ! ŎǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ [ŀƪŜΦ ! ŘŜŀǘƘ 
ŎǳǊǎŜΦ Wŀǎƻƴ ±ƻƻǊƘŜŜǎΩ ŎǳǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻȅΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƪŜŜǇǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΦ CŜǿ ƘŀǾŜ 
seen him and lived. Some have even tried to stop him. No one can.έ 
 
The Friday The 13th ǎŜǊƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊƪ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ Wŀǎƻƴ 
±ƻƻǊƘŜŜǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ 9ǾŜƭ YƴƛŜǾŜƭΦ 
 
After apparently killing their iconic slasher villain for good in Part IV, introducing a copycat 
killer in Part V then resurrecting the original as a zombie in Part VI and chaining him to the 
bottom of Crystal Lake at the end, Paramount decided it was time to fill an entire swimming 
pool full of sharks, jellyfish and piranha and jump that instead. 
 
Enter Tina Shepard, the heroine of Part VII: The New Blood. Not content with merely being 
the latest in a line of sole survivors in Friday The 13th films, Tina is different because (drum 
roll) she has telekinetic powers. Yes, she can move things with the power of her mind. 
 
The film opens with a 10-year-ƻƭŘ ¢ƛƴŀ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
dock near their house, causing him to fall into Crystal Lake and drown. Fast-forward a 
decade and a now-ŀŘǳƭǘ ¢ƛƴŀ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ 
herself in a mental institution. 
 
¢ƛƴŀΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ 
so she can confront and defeat her guilt head-on, so she, her mum and her doctor head 
back to Crystal Lake to spend the week at their old house there. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǿƛǎǘ ƛǎΣ ǎƴŜŀƪȅ 5Ǌ aŎtǊƛŎƪŦŀŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ¢ƛƴŀ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
ƘŜǊ ǘŜƭŜƪƛƴŜǘƛŎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ƘŜΩǎ 
taken her to the most stressful place she knows. What an arsehole. 
 
One night, after a particularly harrowing session, Tina runs out to the dock and believing she 
Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀŘ όƴƻΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊύ ǎƘŜ ƛƴŀŘǾŜǊǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ Wŀǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
bottom of the lake instead. Cue further slashy-choppy-killy hijinks. 
 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ Friday The 13th film without a bunch of randy teenagers eager to 
bump uglies with one another, so The New Blood sticks a load of them in a neighbouring 
cabin, as they wait to surprise one of their friends with a birthday party (unaware that 
WŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŀƳƳŜŘ ŀ ǘŜƴǘ ǎǇƛƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōŀŎƪύΦ 
 
This is the seventh Friday The 13th ŦƛƭƳ LΩǾŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ LΩǾŜ ǊŜŜƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
inventive deaths featured. The New Blood is no different. 



 
Expect to see Jason ǇǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƘŜǎǘΣ ƛƳǇŀƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΣ ƘŀŎƪƛƴƎ 
ŀ ǎŎȅǘƘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜŎƪΣ ǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƘƻǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŜȅŜ ŀƴŘ ς in one the 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ς grabbing a poor lass in her sleeping bag and 
thwacking ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƳǳǎƘΦ 
 
Again, sadly, most of these kills suffered at the hands of the MPAA and much of the gorier 
detail was left on the cutting room floor. Get your hands on the special edition DVD or the 
Blu-Ǌŀȅ ōƻȄ ǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏut scenes in the extras menu ς it only drives home the 
point that their removal is a real shame. 
 
The New Blood's main highlight is the introduction of Kane Hodder as Jason. It may be odd 
to suggest that a certain actor can give a better performance as a character famed for 
ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀǎƪΣ ōǳǘ IƻŘŘŜǊΩǎ ǎƘŜŜǊ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ōƻŘȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
powerful, vicious Jason who seems truly capable of doing some real damage. 
 
IƻŘŘŜǊ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛƭƭȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ Part VII Paramount was starting to 
push it a little in terms of ideas, so having a zombie Jason fighting against a telekinetic girl 
ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨŦǊŜŀƪȅ Ƴŀƴ ǎǘŀƭƪǎ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎ ǘŜŜƴǎΩ 
formula that made the first few films a success. 
 
IǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎƛƭƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ¢ƛƴŀΩǎ ȊƻƳōƛŦƛŜŘ 
father, dead for ten years, comes out of the lake and drags Jason back underwater, a 
ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŎǊȅ ƻŦ άƻƘΣ ŦǳŎƪ ƻŦŦέ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦ 
 
In fact, the only way it could get more bonkers is if Jason was to board a cruise ship and sail 
ǘƻ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ !ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ Part VIII: Jason Takes Manhattan? Oh. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'how to see it' section for Friday The 13th Part 2 - the same applies for this film. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Tina may not have suited a fedora and a striped sweater, but she was originally supposed 
to wear one. That's because her character wasn't supposed to be Tina at all, but Freddy 
Krueger. Paramount (Friday The 13th) and New Line (A Nightmare On Elm Street) couldn't 
come to an agreement on how to handle it though, so out went Freddy and in went 
telekinetic Tina. 
 
ω An actress called Marta Kober auditioned for Part VII and got the job. However, she then 
let slip to the filmmakers that she had previously starred as one of the teens in Part 2 (of 
which they had no clue), so in order to avoid confusion they had to let her go. 



Frost (2012 ) 
 
Director: Reynir Lyngdal 
 
Starring: Anna Gunndís Guðmundsdóttir, Björn Thors 
 
άIf anyone can hear me, my name is Agla Helgadottir and I am calling from the base camp of 
the glacial research expedition. There are two of us here. One man is dead and five others 
ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƘŜƭǇΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 
¦ƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ ŦŀƴǎΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǎƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƻǳƴŘ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜΩ ƎŜƴǊŜΦ CƛǊǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ 
popular with The Blair Witch Project (although Cannibal Holocaust preceded it by decades), 
when a film uses it properly it can be bloody effective. 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘΣ ΨŦƻǳƴŘ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜΩ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ 
problem ς usually a funding one ς rather than a deliberate artistic style. Why bother with 
lighting, shot composition and the like when you can just go down the shakycam route and 
slash the budget drastically? 
 
Frost ƛǎΣ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
having a potentially interesting setting for a film of this genre and a trailer that genuinely 
excited me, the actual result falls short in so many ways it might as well have been directed 
by a midget to complete the full set. 
 
Agla (the admittedly charming Anna Gunndís Guðmundsdóttir) is part of a research team 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƪƛǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎǘƛŎ /ƛǊŎƭŜΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎƭŀŎƛŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ 
exciting as it sounds. 
 
Soon her lover Gunnar (Björn Thors) turns up to surprise her. Gunnar is a documentary 
filmmaker and he wants to make a documentary abƻǳǘ ƎƭŀŎƛŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ ¦ƳΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƭƭ ǿŀƛǘ 
for it to end up on Netflix, mate. 
 
Naturally, this means Gunnar films absolutely everything, from banal conversations to him 
and his missus shagging, because everyone knows a filmmaker has an infinite supply of tape, 
especially when shooting in extreme conditions. 
 
The next morning, Agla realises the other five researchers who were working at the camp 
have completely disappeared, leaving her and Gunnar all alone. What could have happened 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ too interested because you barely find out. 
 
The first 50 minutes of Frost are intolerably slow, something even less appealing when you 
consider the entire film only clocks in at 79 minutes (including five minutes of credits, 
natch). 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ Ŝƴdless shots of people walking across snow and ice, getting a bit lost, then 
walking across more snow and ice, then this is your Citizen Kane. Otherwise... ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ 



 
Occasionally the pair encounters something odd: be it the lights going out in their cabin, or 
one of their colleagues with a messed up face. But if you were to watch these scenes with a 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ 
on. 
 
The apparently tense moments are just handled awfully, with a particularly infuriating effect 
overused every time the slightest hint of threat approaches. 
 
Any time things look like they might be getting dodgy, the footage from their camera goes 
corrupt, freezing and showing scattered pixels as if the footage had been ruined. Every 
single time. 
 
L ƎŜǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŜŀǇ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
choreograph any action or show anything dodgy ς ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
better have a plan to actually deliver at the end. 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ Jaws and Alien so successful ς you never really saw what the monster 
looked like until the end of the film. But at least you did end up seeing the bloody thing. 
Blair Witch also worked to a lesser degree because, while you never saw the witch, its 
ambiguous ending was still pretty iconic. 
 
Frost ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŎƻǇ-out ending that answers no 
questions and asks a bunch of new ones. 
 
Found footage films can still be effective ς as my review of Banshee Chapter suggests ς but 
most of them these days are half-arsed efforts whose shaky footage may partly disguise 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀnd ambition on the part of the 
filmmakers. 
 
Frost had the potential to be chilling, but instead it left me feeling cold. And if a film has the 
ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ōŀŘ ǇǳƴǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƛǘΦ !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ 
more: ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Frost as it is Nixon. Ahahahaha. Look, just go away. 
 
One out of five 
 
How to see it  
L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ LΩǾŜ ǎƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ Frost is out on 5±5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ LǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ΨƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦΩ 
feature, which in reality is just ten minutes of pricks standing in the snoǿΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ 
exceptionally cruel person and are trying to think of an inventive way to finish with your 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ȅŜǘΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ΨƳƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΩΦ 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Supporting actor Helgi Björnsson was also in a movie called Reykjavik Whale Watching 
Massacre. Think I chose the wrong film to watch. 



 
ω It seems that almost every time I watch a 'found footage' film these days the process is the 
same: I'm interested for the first ten minutes, then my eyes glaze over as it gets dull as fuck, 
then nine times out of ten it never manages to redeem itself after that. In most (though not 
all) situations the fact the filmmakers have resorted to found footage to make their low 
budget film means there's a lack of imagination there and therefore an inability to think of a 
satisfying payoff at the end. 
 



Full Metal Jacket  (198 7) 
 
Director: Stanley Kubrick 
 
Starring: ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘ 5ΩhƴƻŦǊƛƻΣ wΦ [ŜŜ 9ǊƳŜȅΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ aƻŘƛƴŜΣ !ŘŀƳ .ŀƭŘǿƛƴ 
 
άTonight, you pukes ǿƛƭƭ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛŦƭŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛŦƭŜ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
this is the only pussy you people are going to get. Your days of finger-ōŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƭΩ aŀǊȅ-Jane 
Rottencrotch through her pretty pink panties are over. You are married to this piece. This 
weapon of iron and wood. And you WILL be faithful.έ 
 
I always find the classics are the hardest to review. After all, what can you say about Full 
Metal Jacket ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΚ 
 
As a film widely believed to be one of the greatest war movies ever made, by adding my 
own critique to the never-ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴǎƭŀǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀŘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нс ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ 
was originally released, I might as well be spitting into a swimming pool. 
 
Still, I recently had the pleasure of watching it again (one of the joys of marrying a non-film 
buff is getting to re-experience classic movies for the first time through her) and so I decided 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǘƛƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
the past two and a half decadeǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǎ 
its reputation demands. 
 
Initially, Full Metal Jacket seemingly follows the military career of Leonard Lawrence, 
nicknamed Private Gomer Pyle by his gunnery sergeant (perfectly played by real-life 
sergeant R. Lee Ermey, who was originally only brought in as an advisor and impressed 
Kubrick so much he was asked to replace the actor already cast). 
 
As an overweight, bumbling, slightly stupid chap, Leonard continually angers his sergeant, 
who tries his best to turn him into an ideal soldier (using the tried and tested methods of 
screaming and mental abuse) but to no avail. Time after time Leonard fails the tasks set for 
ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƭŀƳōŀǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ 
 
Things get even worse when the sergeant starts punishing the entire platoon every time 
Leonard messes up, which leads to a shocking incident in which they decide enough is 
enough and punish him in their own way. 
 
This in turns leads to a horrendous scene ς one of the most powerful anŘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ 
seen ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘǳǘǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΩǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 
the film, if you catch my drift. 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘ ŀ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ Ǝǳƴ όάǎŜǾŜƴ-six-two millimetre... full metal 
ƧŀŎƪŜǘέύΣ YǳōǊƛŎƪ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻƻǘǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ōȅ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǘǿƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
characters by far. 
 



Without them the back half of Full Metal Jacket becomes a standard Vietnam film that, 
while undoubtedly entertaining, never makes you think beyond the typical 'war is hell' and 
'who are the real bad guys here' moral quandries. 
 
With Leonard and the SŀǊƎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ tǊƛǾŀǘŜ WƻƪŜǊΣ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ 
erstwhile friend at the training camp. Sent to Vietnam, Joker applies to be a journalist, 
writing for the ŀǊƳȅΩǎ {ǘŀǊǎ ϧ {ǘǊƛǇŜǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ 
anyone. 
 
²ŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀǘΣ WƻƪŜǊ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŜǊƻΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 
ǿƘƻ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
The problem is that JokŜǊΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ǳƴƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ς ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ 
chance to develop in the first act because we were all too busy focusing on Leonard and the 
sergeant ς ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
constant Johƴ ²ŀȅƴŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜΦ 
 
Full Metal Jacket is an oddly paced film. Everything after that powerful first act feels like a 
collection of short, unrelated scenes that try to get across the sense of what it was like in 
Vietnam. 
 
While the result is one that has to be commended ς especially considering Kubrick never 
went to Vietnam and the entire film was actually shot in England ς its plot suffers as a result 
of its bitty, structureless nature. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪe Full Metal Jacket ς this is far from the case. The film is 
ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎΣ ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊǘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ YǳōǊƛŎƪΩǎ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ 
film (not when he has the likes of The Shining, 2001, A Clockwork Orange and Dr Strangelove 
in his ǊŜǇŜǊǘƻƛǊŜύ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΦ 
 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
first acts in cinema, it does lose its way a little in the second half when its two most 
interesting characters are promptly removed. 
 
A must-see? Absolutely. A brilliant war film? Without a shadow of a doubt? A stone-cold 
classic? Only just. 
 
Four and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
As something of a classic, it should come as no surprise that Full Metal Jacket is readily 
available. Brits can get it as a standalone DVD or Blu-ray, both of which can be found very 
cheap. Alternatively, for a fuller Kubrick experience, you can go for the surprisingly 
affordable Stanley Kubrick: Visionary Collection Blu-ray set, which offers seven of his films 
for only £20. 
 



Amercians, your options are startling similar. You too have the option of a standalone DVD 
or Blu-ray, or the aforementioned Stanley Kubrick: Visionary Collection Blu-ray set, which 
will set you back roughly $50 in AmericanialandΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƻǊ ¦{ 
box sets can be considered complete, as both are distributed by Warner Bros and therefore 
neither includes the Columbia-produced Dr Strangelove. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Amazingly, most of Full Metal Jacket was not actually shot in Vietnam, but in the backlots 
of Pinewood Studios near London. This was because Stanley Kubrick had adopted Britain as 
his new home country in the '60s, shortly after filming Dr Strangelove. 
 
ω The title is a reference to a type of bullet. Full metal jacket bullets have a copper coating 
around them so they won't expand or break up once they enter a person's body. The 
Geneva Convention states that military personnel are only allowed to use full metal jacket 
bullets... because shooting someone with any other type of bullet would just be cruel. 



Gremlins 2: The New Batch  (19 90) 
 
Director: Joe Dante 
 
Starring: Zach Galligan, Phoebe Cates, John Glover, Christopher Lee 
 
άBecause of the end of civilisation, the Clamp Cable Network now leaves the air. We hope 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 
 
The success of Gremlins in 1984 meant that a sequel would be inevitable, but director Joe 
5ŀƴǘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƭƛƴƎŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ development hell for 
years until the promise of a much bigger budget and full creative freedom convinced Dante 
to return and helm the sequel, which was finally released six years after the original. 
 
Gremlins 2 is a very different beast to its predecessor. ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ-comedies, 
the first film focuses more on the horror whereas the sequel plants its best foot firmly in the 
comedy camp. The first film was genuinely dark: the Gremlins killed people and some 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ YŀǘƛŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ 
father dying when she was a child after he dressed as Santa and broke his neck climbing 
down the chimney, where he lay for five days. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳŎƘ ƴŀǎǘƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŀǎ Gremlins 2 instead packs its 106 minutes with 
silly jokes and parodies of other movies. Not that this is a bad thing, of course, it just feels 
different to the original. 
 
bƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǘΣ ƳƛƴŘΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳŘŘƭȅ DƛȊƳƻ ŦƛƴŘǎ 
himself away ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ aǊ ²ƛƴƎΩǎ ǎƘƻǇΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΩ ƭŀō ŀǘ 
the futuristic Clamp Enterprises office building. Once again, Gizmo ends up meeting Billy 
(Galligan) and Katie (Cates), who are coincidentally both working at Clamp Enterprises, and 
ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ .ƛƭƭȅ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƛȊƳƻ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǿŜǘΣ ōŜ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ 
or eat after midnight. And once again it all goes inevitably wrong. 
 
This time though, once it all goes tits-up and there are hundreds of Gremlins roaming 
around, rather than go on a killing spree the film instead turns into a series of parodies and 
tongue-in-cheek references. The Wizard Of Oz, Rambo, The Phantom Of The Opera, 
Marathon Man, King Kong and Batman are all given the Gremlins ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ 
entertaining enough, but it makes the Gremlins about as far from threatening as possible. 
 
To add a bit of variety to proceedings this time, some of the Gremlins find their way to the 
lab and start drinking the various potions and chemicals the scientists have been working 
on. This leads to all manner of new Gremlins:ς a bat Gremlin, a vegetable Gremlin, an 
electrical Gremlin, even what appears to be some sort of female prostitute Gremlin. Most 
notable though is 'Brains', the Gremlin who develops the ability to speak and have 
intelligent conversations with humans. 
 



Gremlins 2 ƛǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƛƭƳ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƎŜŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦƛƭƳΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƧƻƪŜǎΣ ƴƻǿ ƻǾŜǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ 
leanings mean it could still pass as a low-budget film today, the sequel is very much a 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΩфлǎΦ 5ŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭŀǳƎƘΦ 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Gremlins 2 is only available on DVD in the UK. In the US you can get it on DVD or Blu-ray. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Joe Dante also directed cult werewolf movie The Howling. As great as it was, it spawned a 
number of significantly shitter sequels. The first of these, The Howling II: Your Sister Is A 
Werewolf, starred Christopher Lee. When Lee was cast in Gremlins 2, the first thing he did 
was walk up to Dante and apologise for it. 
 
ω What do Gremlins 2 and Sam Raimi's Spider-Man film have in common? They both led to 
the creation of a new cinema rating. Gremlins 2's balance of family-friendly comedy and 
scary-looking creatures led to the MPAA in the US creating the brand new PG-13 rating 
system. Similarly, the presence of a few swear words in Spider-Man convinced the BBFC in 
the UK to drop the 12 rating (which didn't allow anyone under 12 to see the film) and 
replace it with 12A, which allowed them in if accompanied by an adult. 



Halloween II (1981 ) 
 
Director: Rick Rosenthal 
 
Starring: Jamie Lee Curtis, Donald Pleasance, Charles Cyphers, Dick Warlock 
 
άHe was my patient for fifteen years. He became an obsession with me until I realised there 
was neither reason nor conscience or anything about him that was even remotely human. An 
hour ago I stood up and fired six shots into him and he just got up and walked away. I am 
talking about the real possibility that he is still out there.έ 
 
Everyone (including me) always goes on about how incredible the first Halloween was, and 
with good reason. It was a landmark in horror history and one of the first true pioneers of 
ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ƎŜƴǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǉǳŜƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ ƎŜƴǊŜ-defining as its 
ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ 
only ever intended to be a two-film story. 
 
Carpenter only wrote Halloween II, this time passing the directing duties to newcomer Rick 
wƻǎŜƴǘƘŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŜŎŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊΣ 
reminding us of the final confrontation between Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee Curtis) and 
Michael Myers, and the eventual saving of the day courtesy of Dr Sam Loomis (Donald 
tƭŜŀǎŀƴŎŜύΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻƻƳƛǎ ŦƛǊƛƴƎ ǎƛȄ ǎƘƻǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ aȅŜǊǎ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
some dodgy editing means this time he actually shoots him seven times) and 'the Shape' 
legging it, the rest of the film then takes place from that immediate point on and shows 
what happens over the rest of the night. 
 
As Laurie is taken to the nearby hospital to be treated for her injuries from her scrap with 
Myers, Dr Loomis and the Haddonfield rozzers continue their search for him. While in theory 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ς after all, they just have to look for the guy with six or seven 
gunshot wounds ς ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎe Myers is actually at the 
hospital, trying to find Laurie and kill her. 
 
Halloween II does lack a little of the atmosphere of the first film: while it still has a modest 
ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ Halloween ($2.5 million versus $320,000) and as 
ǎǳŎƘ ƛǘ ƭŀŎƪǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ƎǊƛǘǘȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ Halloween's unspectacular 
production values and normal-looking actors gave it an impressive authenticity at times, 
Halloween II feels more like a standard slasher movie with a more attractive supporting  cast 
(including the inevitable good-looking actress who gets her baps out for slightly longer than 
necessary). 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ-the-top than in 
the first film. Simple stabbings and strangulations take a back seat to exploding cars, needles 
in the eye and an infamous scalding in a hospital therapy bath. Entertaining, but lacking in 
subtlety. 
 



Had John Carpenter ultimately had his wish, and had Halloween II been the concluding 
chapter of the series, it would have been a decent ending. The Michael Myers backstory is 
ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ όƛǘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ [ŀǳǊƛŜ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊύ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎ ŀǎ 
it does in later films, and the ending is satisfactory enough, providing an adequate end to 
the story for Laurie, Myers and Loomis (though these days, with the knowledge that six films 
followed it, it seems a little silly). 
 
While it lacks the importance and atmosphere of the first film, Halloween II is still a 
competent slasher and a reminder that Halloween did have a couple of decent sequels until 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŦǘƘ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎƘƛǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ 
Halloween films, they work together as a brilliant double-bill. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Halloween II is available as a standard DVD in the UK, which you can get for around a fiver. If 
you want to get all highly-ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ōǳǘ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ς only 
the 30th Anniversary Edition is region-free. Halloween devotees in the US will want to buy 
the Halloween: The Complete Collection Blu-ray box-set, which is a 15-disc beast. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Other sequels that take part immediately after the events of their predecessors include 
Back To The Future 2 & 3, Rocky II, REC II and - as those of you reading this ebook in order 
will already know - Friday The 13th Part 3. 
 
ω The mask in Halloween II is actually the same one used in the first film, but you wouldn't 
know it to look at it. That's because it took a bit of a kicking over the years. During shooting 
of the first film, Michael Myers actor Nick Castle kept the mask folded up in his back pocket. 
Then, when shooting finished, producer Debra Hill took the mask home and kept it under 
her bed, where it yellowed due to her smoking habit. Then, when new Myers actor Dick 
Warlock put it on, it appeared wider because his head was a different size. 



Halloween 4: The Return Of Michael Myers (1988 ) 
 
Director: Dwight H Little 
 
Starring: Donald Pleasence, Danielle Lloyd, Ellie Cornell, George P Wilbur 
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΣ IƻŦŦƳŀƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾƛƭ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ 
legs.έ 
 
While Halloween III: Season Of The Witch ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ όƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ 
by the films to follow it was one of the better entries in the series), many moviegoers were 
ŜƴǊŀƎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭ 
stalker Michael Myers and was instead a completely different tale about a nutjob plotting to 
kill children with cursed Halloween masks powered by Stonehenge. A brilliant (if fucking 
ƛƴǎŀƴŜύ ƛŘŜŀΣ ǎǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀƴƴƻȅŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Halloween 
film and not getting to see Michael Myers. 
 
As explained in the Halloween III review (see the first That Was A Bit Mental ebook), this 
ǿŀǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Halloween movies a collection of 
unrelated stories all based on Halloween. The first two films would be the Michael Myers 
story, the third would be the one about the cursed masks, the fourth would be something 
completely different again. When the fans turned on this idea and the studio told Carpenter 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ άŦǳŎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜƴέ ŀƴŘ 
ditched the series altogether. 
 
Determined to to make some serious greenbacks with a Myers return, producer Moustapha 
Akkad decided to start work on Halloween 4, being sure to include 'The Return Of Michael 
Myers' ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻΩŘ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘey were 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ Lƴ ŀ ǊǳǎƘ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ΩулǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǿŀǎ 
written in 11 days. The result is a movie that, while not great, did a decent job of bringing 
back 'the Shape'. 
 
Set ten years after the fateful night of Halloween and Halloween II, Michael Myers remains 
ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳŀ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƛŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ {ŀƴƛǘŀǊƛǳƳΦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ 
quite as expected and he wakes up in the ambulance en route, booting the shite out of 
everyone and causing the ambulance to fall off a bridge, crashing into a stream. Myers 
escapes and begins to make his way back to Haddonfield, to complete his task of killing the 
rest of his family. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΚ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ hƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ he also has a 
ƴƛŜŎŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ŜƛƎƘǘ-year-old Jamie Lloyd (Danielle 
Harris) has been living with a foster family ever since her mum Laurie died nearly a year 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ WŀƳƛŜ [ŜŜ /ǳǊǘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜrself by this point and clearly 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Halloween sequels so her character was 
unceremoniously bumped off between films. Anyway, stalking an eight-year-old is much 
scarier than stalking a teenager and so Jamie Lloyd is the target this time. 



 
For reasons never explained, Jamie is having nightmares about Myers, and has some sort of 
ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ōƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ IŜǊ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ό9ƭƭƛŜ /ƻǊƴŜƭƭύ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ όŀƘŜƳύ ōǳǘ ŀǎ aȅŜǊǎ ƎŜǘs closer to Haddonfield and 
WŀƳƛŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŦǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ 
 
When the Mickster finally makes it to town things essentially turn into a less powerful, less 
effective redo of the first film with Myers chasing Jamie and her step-sister around and 
killing their friends in the process. None of these kills are particularly inventive or scary, and 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƧǳƳǇ ǎŎŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǇǳǎǎƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ Ψулǎ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ŘƻƴŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ 
going with the latter. 
 
Halloween 4 ƛǎ ƘŀǊƳƭŜǎǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎƻ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
way its subsequent sequels deserve. What saves it is its ending, because after Michael 
Myers is 'killed' ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
very clever twist that threatens to send the series in a completely different, fresh direction 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ŦƛƭƳΦ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ happen and Halloween 5 bottled it, instead 
ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳŎƪŜǘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŎƻŎƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ the next review. 
Halloween 4 is a slightly worse-than-average slasher with a significantly better-than-average 
ending. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Halloween 4 is available on DVD and Blu-ray in both the UK and US.  
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Young actress Danielle Harris, who plays little seven-year-old Jamie Lloyd in Halloween 4 
and 5, ended up starring in another Halloween nearly 20 years later. Appearing in Rob 
Zombie's 2007 remake of Halloween, she plays Annie Brackett and finally gets to be killed by 
Michael Myers, having survived twice in the '80s. 
 
ω John Carpenter was originally involved in Halloween 4 and had written a treatment that 
focused more on the town of Haddonfield and how the events of the first two movies had 
had a psychological impact on its residents. The producers instead said they wanted a 
standard slasher movie so a livid Carpenter bailed. 



Halloween 5: The Revenge Of Michael Myers (19 89) 
 
Director: Dominique Othenin-Girard 
 
Starring: Donald Pleasence, Danielle Harris, Ellie Cornell, Wendy Foxworth, Don Shanks 
 
άI prayed that he would burn in Hell, but in my heart I knew that Hell would not have him.έ 
 
While Halloween 4 ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊ ƳŀŘŜΣ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ 
ending that suggested the inevitable fifth film would take the series in a twisted new 
direction. This makes Halloween 5 all the more frustrating then, because not only is it a pile 
of pish but its predecessor had practically spelled out how it could have done it better. 
 
(spoiler alert for Halloween 4 in the next paragraph, folks) 
 
Halloween 4 ended with young Jamie Lloyd (Danielle Harris) going a tad mental and stabbing 
her foster mother while dressed up in a clown outfit, much like young Michael Myers did at 
the start of the original Halloween. Many took this to mean that Jamie was going to follow 
ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǳƴŎƭŜΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǇǊŜŜΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ Halloween 5 decides that her 
ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ƳǳƳ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ WŀƳƛŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ 
recovered. Bottlers. 
 
(spoilers end now, innit) 
 
When we join Jamie at the start of Halloween 5Σ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
past year. The trauma of the events in the previous film have led to her losing her voice, but 
her foster sister and her friend Tina (the annoying Wendy Foxworth) visit her regularly to 
ōǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŀ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƴƛƴŜ-year-old called Billy 
ǿƘƻΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŦƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŀƭƪŜǊΦ DƻƻŘ Ƴŀƴ .ƛƭƭȅΣ 
ōŜƎƎŀǊǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǊǎΦ 
 
As expected following his rather unconvincing 'death' at the end of the fourth film Michael 
Myers is alive and well, his body having floated down a river for a while until a loner found 
him and took care of him in his cabin for a year. When the next Halloween comes around 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ aȅŜǊǎ ǿŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘǘŜǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜǊ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳύ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ 
Haddonfield once again to finally teach that bloody niece of his a lesson once and for all. 
 
²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ WŀƳƛŜΩǎ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎ ōƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ 
started having visions of him as he was making his way back to Haddonfield, but this time 
ƘŜǊ ōǊŀƛƴΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ƪƛƭƭǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƘŜ 
goes into a fit, convulsing and 'screaming' όǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅύ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŎŀƭƳŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ Ŧƛǘǎ ōǳǘ 5Ǌ [ƻƻƳƛǎ ό5ƻƴŀƭŘ tƭŜŀǎence), whoΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
is in full-ƻƴ ƘŀƳ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛǎƘΦ IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ aȅŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ 
his way back so he concocts a plan to use Jamie as bait to finally catch and kill him once and 
for all. Good luck with that one, mate. 
 



Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and without the knowledge that there was an even more 
ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎ ŦƛƭƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƴŜȄǘ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ōŀŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ Halloween 5 ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
clearly the low point of the series. A good slasher film generally has blood, brains (inventive 
deaths) and boobs (for the horny teens in the audience), and Halloween 5 more or less 
draws a blank in all three categories. Almost every death is bloodless and generic, and the 
one kill with even an ounce of originality (involving a pitchfork) had already been done 
before in a Friday The 13th ŦƛƭƳ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇǊƛƻǊΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ 
Halloween 5 ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ όōŜǘǘŜǊύ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 
 
By far the worst addition to Halloween 5 however is the bumbling cops who appear at times 
ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōǊŀƛƴƭŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
dumb cops, to the extent that dopey music plays when they appear complete with 'boink' 
noises and slide whistles. I wish I was joking. 
 
Also bemusing are the presence of a mysterious man in black who appears from time to 
ǘƛƳŜ όŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŜƴŘƛƴƎύΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŀǘǘƻƻ ƻƴ aȅŜǊǎΩ 
ǿǊƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŦƛƭƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
DVD that the screenwriter actually had no idea what they meant and they were going to try 
to make something up by the time the sixth film came around. Nice. 
 
At a time when the Nightmare On Elm Street series was pushing the level of fantasy in its 
films and the Friday The 13th movies were coming up with ever grittier kills, the Halloween 
series was carefully trying to walk both lines (it wanted to be a jack-o-lantern of all trades, if 
you will). With Halloween 5 it fell flat on its arse, resulting in a film with fantastical elements 
that lacked the 'fantastic', and traditional kills that were less exciting than tradition dictated. 
Believe it or not, it was set to get even worse when the sixth film came around, but once 
again ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ the next review... 
 
Two out of five 
 
How to see it  
Halloween 5 is available on DVD and Blu-ray in both the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If you want further proof that the filmmakers had no clue what they were doing with the 
'man in black' character, they actually had Don Shanks (Michael Myers) play him, just in case 
they decided he was going to be Myers' dad. 
 
ω At one point in the film Michael Myers kills a dog. This is the fourth dog he kills in the 
series, meaning - since it's also the fourth film to feature Myers - at this point he was offing 
pups on a one-per-movie average. 



Halloween: The Curse Of Michael Myers  (1995 ) 
 
Director: Joe Chappelle 
 
Starring: Donald Pleasence, Paul Rudd, Marianne Hagan 
 
άEnough of this Michael Myers bullshit!έ 
 
It says a lot about a film when the stories of its behind-the-scenes turmoil and tantrums are 
more interesting than the story that ended up on the screen. 
 
This was the curious condition inflicted on Halloween: The Curse Of Michael Myers, the sixth 
film in the Halloween series. Plagued by in-fighting and studio politics before a single frame 
was even shot, the conflict continued to escalate throughout production. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŀ 5ƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŜȄŜŎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ 
the night after reading it, and Halloween regular Donald Pleasence (who had starred as Dr 
Sam Loomis in four of the previous five films) loved it too. 
 
However, despite this, director Joe Chappelle had other ideas and apparently completely 
rewrote the final act of the film, making it confusing and, well, a bit shit. Countless 
arguments between Chappelle, the producers and the studio led to reshoots and extensive 
editing. 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ tƭŜŀǎŜƴŎŜ ŘƛŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎΣ /ƘŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ Ŏǳǘ 
most of his scenes from the film, sayinƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άōƻǊƛƴƎέ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ 
 
The result was a film that the cast and crew disowned and nobody was really satisfied with, 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ōƻƻǘƭŜƎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊŜŘ ΨtǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ /ǳǘΩ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀƪŜŘ 
accidentally on purpose a couple of months afteǊ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΦ .ǳǘ LΩƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿΥ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘǊƛŎŀƭ ŎǳǘΦ 
 
The Curse Of Michael Myers opens with Jamie Lloyd, the child heroine of Halloween 4 and 5, 
now aged 15 and pregnant. Kidnapped by an odd cult of doctƻǊǎΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ 
ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƛƴ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ DǊƻǾŜ {ŀƴƛǘŀǊƛǳƳ όǘƘŜ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳύ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōŀōȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊƛƳ ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
really in fitting with the Halloween tone. 
 
CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀōȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǎŎŀǇƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WŀƳƛŜ ƛǎ ƘǳƴǘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ 
Michael, but not before she gets to leave her baby with Dr Loomis and Tommy Doyle, who 
was the little boy across the street being looked after by Jamie Lee Curtis in the original 
Halloween. 
 
Since Michael is obsessed with killing everyone in his bloodline, and since Jamie was his 
niece, this makes the baby the last person Michael needs to kill to satisfy his bloodlust, 



ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳƳȅ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌ [ƻƻƳƛǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛth the family who adopted Laurie (Jamie 
[ŜŜ /ǳǊǘƛǎΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŦƛƭƳǎύ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 
 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΣ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ Halloween was just a low-
budget slasher film made to scare the piss out of babysitters? 
 
Anyway, no longer a little boy but now a young man, Tommy has spent his life traumatised 
by his first encounter with Michael Myers and has spent years preparing for his return. Oh, 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ tŀǳƭ wǳŘŘΦ 
 
Shot and released shortly before CluelessΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ wǳŘŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜŀǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜΣ ƭƻƴƎ 
before the likes of Friends and Anchorman ƳŀŘŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ǎǘŀǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ŎƘŀǇΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŘŘ ǉǳƛǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ƘŜ 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǳƛǘed to starring in a horror film. 
 
¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΦ 
Trying to rescue Kara Strode (the half-decent Marianne Hagan) from a cell, Tommy is 
battering at the door handle with a fire extinguisher when Michael Myers appears at the 
end of the corridor and starts walking towards him. 
 
Rather than losing his shit and bashing the door with increased panic, Rudd instead stops to 
look at Myers and does a weird laugh thing. IǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀt the point of this 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƛƳŜ wǳŘŘ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƛŎŀƭ 
ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘŀǊƪ ŦƛƭƳΦ !ǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ Ǝǳȅ ƛƴ 
one of those live-action role-playing games, where everyone else is taking it seriously and 
ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŎƘǳŎƪƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ 
 
This would be all well and good were this a normal goofy slasher film but when a 15-year-
ƻƭŘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜǾƛƭ Ŏǳƭǘ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǘŜŀƭǎ ƘŜǊ ōŀōȅΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
really fit. 
 
wǳŘŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƳŜǎǎΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ-
the-scenes bickering the plot is all over the place. The ending makes no sense whatsoever 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǳƴŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘΚ ²ƘƻΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 
of the baby? What happens to Dr Loomis and Michael at the end? 
 
All these questions were actually answered in the original cut of the film ς the infamous 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ /ǳǘ ς but lopped from the theatrical version released worldwide, leaving a 
ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ƳǳŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ǉƭƻǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ΨƳŀƴ ƛƴ ōƭŀŎƪΩ ŦǊƻƳ Halloween 5 also 
ǘǳǊƴǎ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳōƭŜǎΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴƭŜǎǎ ƳŀǎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
Myers is his body language, his cold, methodical movement like a predator. 
 



Not so here: instead youΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōǳƳōƭƛƴƎΣ ƎǊŀŎŜƭŜǎǎ ƪƴƻō ǿƘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŀǇǇŜŘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǎŜΦ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Halloween: The 
Curse Of Michael Myers exists. Either tǊŀŎƪ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ōƻƻǘƭŜƎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ /ǳǘ όŀ 
review of that version is forthcoming), or just skip this film altogether and move onto 
Halloween: H20. 
 
One and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
In the UK you can only nab Halloween: The Curse Of Michael Myers on a barebones DVD 
ŦǊƻƳ aƛǊŀƳŀȄ όƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎƘŜŀǇΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘύΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊŜōƻƴŜǎ 5±5 ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-bill disc which 
includes Halloween H20, but the best of the bunch (if you have the cash) is the Halloween 
Complete Collection Blu-ray box set. This contains every Halloween film ever made plus the 
rare (and significantly better) Halloween 6 Producer's Cut. It's US-only for now, though. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω One of the film's few saving graces is a nod to the original Halloween in which Myers pins 
a victim to the wall with his knife and turns his head, looking at them with curiosity. Even 
then, recreated all those years later, it lacks the intensity of the original scene. 
 
ω Since this review was written the Producer's Cut has finally been made available to the 
public. It can only be bought in the Complete Collection box set mentioned above, but is 
well worth a watch because it's a far better film with far more Donald Pleasence in it (many 
of his scenes were cut by the studio). 



Halloween H2O (199 8) 
 
Director: Steve Miner 
 
Starring: Jamie Lee Curtis, Josh Hartnett, Michelle Williams, Adam Arkin, LL Cool J, Janet 
Leigh, Chris Durand 
 
JOHN ς "Lǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƴŜver celebrated Halloween before." 
 
MOLLY ς "!ƴŘ ǿƘȅΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ" 
 
JOHN ς "hƘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇǎȅŎƘƻǘƛŎ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ 
Halloween, and I just thought it in bad taste to celebrate." 
 
After the train wreck that was Halloween: The Curse Of Michael Myers LΩƳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ 
5ƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ CƛƭƳǎ ŀƴŘ aƛǊŀƳŀȄ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƻƭΩ ǇŀƭŜŦŀŎŜ ōŀŎƪ ȅŜǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 
Still, bring him back they did, in a film made to mark the 20th anniversary of the original 
Halloween. And you know something? They actually did a decent job this time. 
 
Perhaps realising the previous film had become a confusing mess with a plot consisting of 
evil cults, a convoluted bloodline, adopted children and Paul Rudd, Halloween H20 scraps it 
all and instead provides an alternative timeline in which the events of Halloween 4, 
Halloween 5 and Halloween: The Curse Of Michael Myers never happened. 
 
No, as far as this film is concerned the timeline goes Halloween, Halloween II, Halloween 
H20, bringing things back to basics and simply providing what made the original film so well-
loved two decades before: a scary man chasing some teenagers. 
 
After kicking off with an unnecessary but half-decent prologue in which a 16-year-old Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt gets an ice hockey skate embedded into his face, H20 turns its main focus to 
Hillcrest Academy, a private school. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ¸ƻǎŜƳƛǘŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΥ 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛƎ Ŝmpty 
school building. 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƛǎǘΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ WƻƘƴ ¢ŀǘŜ όWƻǎƘ IŀǊǘƴŜǘǘύΣ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳǳƳΣ ΨYŜǊƛ ¢ŀǘŜΩΣ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ [ŀǳǊƛŜ {ǘǊƻŘŜ 
(Jamie Lee Curtis) living under a new identity after the events of Halloween and Halloween II 
twenty years earlier. 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘǿƛǎǘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƻƻ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊƛǇΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘǿƛǎǘΥ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aȅŜǊǎ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪΣ 
innit. 
 



¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜƛǊŘ ŎǳƭǘΣ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǇƭƻǘǎΣ ƴƻ 
more weird shit like Halloween 6Ψǎ ōŀōȅ Ƙǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ Halloween 5Ψǎ ƳǳǘŜ ǘŜƭŜǇŀǘƘƛŎ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ Wǳǎǘ 
Michael Myers and a group of people in an enclosed space running around like pricks. 
 
As a result, with all the shite scraped off it, H20 ends up being one of the better films in a 
ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘǎ ŦŀƛǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
 
The main four teens are likeable enough and never really threaten to be annoying, and at 
least two of them (Hartnett and Williams: conveniently, the two who ended up making it 
big) succeed in accomplishing that all-too-rare slasher film feat of making the viewer 
actually care about their well-being. 
 
Meanwhile, the real star is undoǳōǘŜŘƭȅ WŀƳƛŜ [ŜŜ /ǳǊǘƛǎΦ tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ [ŀǳǊƛŜ {ǘǊƻŘŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴƻ 
longer the fresh-faced teenager she was in the first films but now a struggling alcoholic in 
ƘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜ олǎΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ƛǎ 
becoming a young man and is becoming frustrated by her over-protectiveness. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǎǘŀǊ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƛƎ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ-budget horror film 
they tend to want to forget it ever happened. Horror is still (wrongly) considered a genre 
with very little artistic merit in Hollywood, and as such most big actors with horror film pasts 
would rather they remained dirty little secrets. 
 
Kudos then to Curtis, who has stated countless times in the past that she owes her career to 
Halloween and was more than happy to return in H20 to repay the series. Despite becoming 
a well-respected actress with two Golden Globes and a BAFTA to her name in the years 
following HalloweenΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
little slasher series that offered her the first rung on the career ladder. 
 
(On a side note, Curtis is also notable for appearing and giving interviews in many of the 
behind-the-scenes and retrospective documentaries filmed for various Halloween DVDs, 
something Mr Depp and Mr Bacon have never done for A Nightmare On Elm Street and 
Friday The 13th respectively.) 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊΣ H20 is also a celebration of Halloween 
as a whole and as such there are plenty of little in-jokes and references in there for fans. 
 
!ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƻǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀƭ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ όǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƛŦ LΩƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ LΩƳ 
ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƪŜŜƴ ƻƴΥ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƎǊŀƴŘƛƻǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅύΣ 
there are also little nods like Laurie turning off the radio when Mr Sandman plays (the song 
was used in Halloween IIύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ άƛǘΩǎ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ 
ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŎŀǊŜΦέ 
 
The references even go beyond the Halloween series at times, most notably with the 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŀƴŜǘ [ŜƛƎƘ ŀǎ [ŀǳǊƛŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿΣ [ŜƛƎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ-life 
mother of Jamie Lee Curtis, and is best known for her role in the Hitchcock classic Psycho. As 
a result, the scene in which Leigh leaves the school in a familiar car while equally familiar 
music plays is a treat for horror fans. 



 
Halloween H20 was never going to be a deep, dark film that encouraged viewers to look 
deep within themselves and answer dark personal questions, but given how seriously 
previous entriŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
the series needed. 
 
For the perfect triple-bill watch Halloween, Halloween II and Halloween H20 back-to-back-
to-back. Then you could conclude by watching the first ten minutes of Halloween: 
Resurrection, but more on that in the next review. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Halloween H20 is only available on DVD in the UK. In the US it's available on DVD and Blu-
ray, either standalone or in the Complete Collection box-set as mentioned in the previous 
review. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω When is a character dead and alive at the same time? When he's rapper-turned-actor LL 
Cool J. He plays the security guard at the school who is shot in the head at night by someone 
thinking he was Myers. Does he die? That depends on whether you watch the theatrical 
version or the edited-for-TV one. In both versions, Laurie later discovers him and notices 
blood on the back of his head, meaning he looks pretty dead. Later, at the end of the 
theatrical version, he's seen being stretchered into an ambulance with a bandage over his 
head, talking to his wife on the phone. At the end of the TV version though, this scene is 
never shown, meaning he's presumed to be dead. 
 
ω The scene I hint at in the review is one in which Janet Leigh leaves the school in the same 
car her character Mario Crane drove in Psycho, same licence plate and all. As she leaves part 
of the theme from Psycho is heard. 



Halloween: Resurrection  (200 2) 
 
Director: Rick Rosenthal 
 
Starring: Jamie Lee Curtis, Brad Loree, Busta Rhymes, Bianca Kajlich, Sean Patrick Thomas, 
Daisy McCrackin 
 
άTrick or treat, muthafucka.έ 
 
Miramax achieved the impossible by taking the flatlining Halloween series and resurrecting 
it with the back-to-basics Halloween H20. 
 
With Michael Myers relevant and scary again, it was therefore inevitable that another 
Halloween would come, even though it seemed Myers was well and truly dead after the last 
film. Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŜ ǇǳǊǎǳŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƭƭ ǘell you, because 
LΩƳ ƴƛŎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
You have been warned: Halloween H20 spoilers in the next couple of paragraphs. 
 
At the end of H20, Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee Curtis) seemingly ends her twenty-year feud 
with Mr Myers by lopping his head off with an axe. A ridiculous piece of retcon foolery, 
however, changes this tale. 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ [ŀǳǊƛŜ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōǳǘ ŀ ǇŀǊŀƳŜŘƛŎ ǿƘƻ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
had swapped places with previously, giving him his mask and handily crushing his throat so 
he couldƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άLΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƘƛƳΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅέΦ 
 
Spoilers end, you lucky dog you. 
 
Resurrection opens, then, with a ten-minute prologue in which both Laurie and Michael are 
ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ [ŀǳǊƛŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǎȅƭǳƳ ōǳǘ ƻƭΩ aƛŎƪΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ŀƎŀin, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅΦ 
 
²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƭƻƎǳŜ ŘǊŀǿǎ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ 
line under the Laurie/Michael story arc and ensures Jamie Lee Curtis never feels pressured 
to return for any more appearances in the series that made her famous. 
 
Had Resurrection just been a short 10-minute film that ended there it would have been a 
fitting conclusion to the entire series. Alas, with another 80 minutes still to fill, a brand new 
story begins: one feŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ aȅŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿŜōŎŀƳǎ... and Busta Rhymes, for some reason. 
 
Mr Rhymes plays Freddie Harris, the man in charge of Dangertainment, a new website that 
offers customers live streaming videos of normal people investigating dodgy locations. As 
luck would have it, first up is the derelict house in Haddonfield belong to a certain Michael 
Myers. 
 



The plan is that a group of six college students will enter the spooky house and spend the 
night trying to find out more about Michael Myers, all while a captivated audience watches 
ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ghostwatch without the actual ghost, essentially. 
 
Of course, Busta has plans of his own to fuck with his six explorers. Since the Myers house 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƘŜΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭȅ ŎǊŜŜǇȅ ǎǘǳŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘere to keep 
things interesting, and at some point he plans to dress up as Myers and scare his unwitting 
victims. 
 
¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘŀǊƻǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƴŜȄǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aȅŜǊǎ ς 
tired from settling his unfinished business with Laurie ς finally heads home, no doubt ready 
to have a well-deserved, relaxing bath. Instead he finds a bunch of pricks running around 
inside. Stabby stabby! 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ¢± ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ 
ideas, Resurrection never actually makes use of them. The only thing that separates this 
from a standard slasher movie is that sometimes the picture quality is shit. 
 
Even the odd occasion where we get to watch a first-person POV view from one of the 
ƘƻǳǎŜƳŀǘŜǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻnal cameras ς something that has the potential to offer Blair Witch style 
scares ς falls flat. Director Rick Rosenthal (previously responsible for directing Halloween II) 
somehow manages to completely suck any tension out of these scenes to the extent that 
ǿƘŜƴ aȅŜǊǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŦƛŘƎŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛǘΦ 
 
All this pales in comparison to the presence of Busta fucking Rhymes though. Any hope that 
Resurrection would be a genuinely scary film are completely dashed with this bloody joker 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ LΩƳ ŀ ōƛƎ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ .ǳǎǘŀΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ όCƭƛǇƳƻŘŜ {ǉǳŀŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
such) but his role here as the comic relief is just off, as the quote at the top of the review 
indicates. 
 
It all culminates in a ridiculous climactic battle in which Busta Rhymes fights Michael with 
some over-the-top comedy cho-ǎƻŎƪȅ ƪǳƴƎ ŦǳΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊǳŎŜ [ŜŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ άǿŀƘŀŀŀŀέ 
screams. And of all the ways to kill a slasher villain, thrusting a live electrical wire into their 
balls is pretty far down there. 
 
After its genuinely brilliant first ten minutes, the rest of Halloween: Resurrection is mindless. 
LǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǳƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƘƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
it, and may actually end up feeling sympathy for the killer as he tries to get these irritating 
twats out of his house. 
 
Indeed, the best thing about it is that after it was released to unanimously bad reviews (far 
worse than this one, given the anti-horror stance some more serious reviewers have), 
Miramax decided to give Michael Myers a rest, opening the door for Rob Zombie to reinvent 
the series with an impressive remake. 
 
Two out of five 
 



How to see it  
Halloween Resurrection is only available on DVD in the UK. In the US it's available on DVD 
and Blu-ray, either standalone or in the Complete Collection box-set as mentioned in the 
previous review. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Resurrection marked the first time two Halloween films shared the same director. Rick 
Rosenthal had previously directed Halloween 2 a mere 21 years earlier. A lot must have 
changed over the years, since that was fantastic whereas this... well, you've just read the 
review, haven't you. 
  
ω By the time the credits roll on Resurrection, Michael Myers' total body count for the entire 
series is a round 80: that's 76 humans and four dogs. 



Hellgate (1989)  
 
Director: William Levey 
 
Starring: Ron Palillo, Abigail Wolcott, Carel Trichardt, Petrea Curran 
 
άTake this, you zombie bitch!έ 
 
IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ta{Κ L ƘŀǾŜΦ bƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŦƻƻƭΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΦ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
Plot Missing Syndrome. 
 
¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ ¸ƻǳ ƴƻŘ 
off without realising it and wake up 30 minutes later, none the wiser. 
 
Slowly you start to realise that the film isƴΩǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜǊƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ƘŀǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ hƴŜ ƎǳȅΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜƎΦ 
 
It eventually dawns on you that you must have fallen asleep. You rewind back to the last 
scene you remember and, more often than not, are stunned that you managed to miss 
around half an hour without noticing. 
 
When I first watched Hellgate, I thought PMS had struck again. So I watched the film a 
second time from start to finiǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘΣ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ōŜǿƛƭŘŜǊƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘΦ 
 
Now, the nature of That Was A Bit Mental means that many of the films I watch are likely to 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ōƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΦ It goes without saying that most of the '80s 
horror films I indulge in tend to have moments that are so charmingly bizarre all you can do 
ƛǎ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǘǘŜǊ άǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪέ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ 
 
But Hellgate is so batshit insane and its plot makes so little sense that even explaining the 
ŦƛƭƳΩǎ Ǉƭƻǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎȅ string of confusing words and ideas. 
 
LΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ, mind. 
 
Okay, so the film opens with a woman telling her friends an urban myth about the Hellgate 
hitchhiker. Apparently a biker gang kidnapped a teenage girl and took her to the nearby 
town of Hellgate, where her father tried to rescue her and a big battle broke out. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ŘƛŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŎŀǊǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜǊǎΣ ōŀŘƭȅ 
injured, escaped and vowed never to befriend any strangers again. Whatever that has to do 
with anything. 
 
Fast-forward an indeterminable number of years and Hellgate is a ghost town, albeit one 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŘŀŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ {ƻƳŜ ŘǊǳƴƪ Ǝǳȅ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀ ŎŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘǎ a crystal which 



ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ōŀǘ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ IŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŘŀŘΣ who uses it to bring a 
goldfish to life, then a turtle for some reason. 
 
Somehow, even though everything he brings back is evil, the dad decides he's going to use 
the crystal to resurrect his daughter. The deal is that his undead daughter will seduce men 
and bring them back to Hellgate, where her dad will kill them for reasons never explained. 
 
Said daughter does indeed come to life, and she does indeed seduce a chap and bring him 
back to Hellgate. However, he escapes and finds his mates in a nearby town, telling them 
about the shit that just went down. They decide to go to Hellgate to sort them out. 
 
hƘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ IŜƭƭƎŀǘŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ȊƻƳōƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƘƻǎǘƭȅ Ŏŀƴ-can 
ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŜƛǊŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Ǝǳȅ ǿƘƻ Ŏǳǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦǳŎking know just leave 
me alone. 
 
LΩƳ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŘƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
movie that only throws you even further off the plot. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎŀŦŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƳƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ Ǝǳȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ LΩǾŜ never seen 
anyone act before. The disgruntled garage worker who I think is supposed to be the Hellgate 
hitchhiker but never really reveals it and slowly disappears from the rest of the film. 
 
hƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ going on and then are never 
ǎŜŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŎŜƴŜΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ōȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎΦ 
 
!ǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǘǊƻŎƛƻǳǎΦ hƴ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ: the film was 
shot in South Africa and almost all the cast consists of South Africans trying to do American 
ŀŎŎŜƴǘǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
me: 
 
.ȅ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ŀǘ ƳƻǎǘΣ ŀ 'one out of five' at 
the end of this review. You may be surprised to see the final score, then. 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŀǘŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ L ǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ 
ƳǳŎƘ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
Hellgate was, I still had fun watching it. 
 
{ƻΣ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎƭȅΣ L ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻǊ ŀ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ 
three-ŀŎǘ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ Řƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
never seen before. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
There are a few different ways to get hold of HellgateΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ 5±5 ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 
a double-bill DVD along with the excellent The Pit. 



 
By far the best version, however, is the UK Blu-ray/DVD combo recently released by Arrow 
±ƛŘŜƻ όǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴύΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ мллл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ 
fantastic and it contains some brilliant extra features, including a half-hour chat with the 
director (who it seems may be a tad over-confident). 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Hellgate was recently the opening film at the second That Was A Bit Mental shit film 
double-bill screening. Word of advice: if you're somehow able to show this film to a large 
group of people, definitely do it. The atmosphere is brilliant, as everyone in the room slowly 
starts to lose track of what in the realm of fuck is going on. 
 
ω When I watch Hellgate, I like to play a little game called 'I'm Out'. The rules are simple: 
watch the film until you've got absolutely no idea what's happening anymore, then declare 
άLϥƳ ƻǳǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜst of the room. That's about it, really. 



Heretic  (20 12) 
 
Director: Peter Handford 
 
Starring: Andrew Squires, Michael J Tait, Jen Nelson, James Zakeri 
 
TOM ς ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƴƻǿΣ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅΦέ 
 
JAMES  ς άL ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ¢ƻƳΦέ 
 
TOM ς ά¸Ŝǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ L ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 
And so did she. And what did you do? Three Hail Marys and a Go FǳŎƪ ¸ƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 
 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƛƴ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ όLΩƳ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎǳǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴύΣ 
ōǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΦ 
 
ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ fiddling the dog? Um, say a Hail Mary and... um, hang on... what? 
bƻΣ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜȄǘƛƴƎ... ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΣ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ 
 
Father James Pallister has problems with confession too, but not for the same reasons I 
would. His problems begin when 15-year-ƻƭŘ /ƭŀƛǊŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 
refuses to condone an abortion. 
 
Visiting her house later that day, James finds Claire lying in the bath with her wrists slit. 
After she dies, James leaves the village and vows never to return. 
 
¦ƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƭȅ Ǿƻǿǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ WŀƳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ /ƭŀƛǊŜΩǎ ǎǘŜǇŘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
commits suicide (hmmm, wonder why he did that) and he agrees to come to the funeral. 
 
bƻǿ ŀƴ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛŎΣ WŀƳŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ want to be around any of his friends in the village. Fellow 
priest Will keeps trying to get him to talk about the incident, a girl called Suzie keeps trying 
to chat him up and another, Melissa, is also pregnant and looking for both an abortion and 
WŀƳŜǎΩǎ blessing. Leave the bloody guy alone, eh? 
 
Walking home drunk one night, James sees the bloodied Claire standing at the entrance to 
her house. Following her inside, James finds himself locked in the house and unable to 
leave. Cue all sorts of spooky shit as the ghost of Claire and a mysterious man in black start 
putting the willies up him (not like that). 
 
L ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ΨŎƻƭŘΩ ƛŦ L ŎŀƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻǊ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ LΩƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ ¦ǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƭƻǿ-budget 
I can tell fairly easily. 
 



Lǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƻƻ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ǇƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǘ-pieces 
which invariably fall on their arse. Heretic is so adept at avoiding these telltale signs that I 
was certain there had to be a relatively big budget behind it. 
 
I was surprised and impressed, then, when I watched the film again with DVD commentary 
and discovered that the total budget from pre-production to release was just under 
£30,000. In Hollywood film budget terms, that would probably barely pay for someone to do 
{ŎŀǊƭŜǘǘ WƻƘŀƴǎǎƻƴΩǎ ŜȅŜƭƛƴŜǊΦ 
 
I mention this incredibly low budget not to mock, but to applaud. Heretic is one hell of an 
achievement given the financial limitations placed on the crew, and one of the finest British 
ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ 
 
CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŦƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ tǊƛƳŀǊƪ όŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΩǎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘΥ 
that was Asda Living), then sold on eBay after shooting had finished to earn back some 
money for post-production. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƭƻǿ-budget film The Blair Witch Project 
apparently cost around $60,000 (£36,000) to make, after post-production. 
 
!ƴŘǊŜǿ {ǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘ ŀŎǘƻǊΦ LΩƭƭ ŀŘƳƛǘΣ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩt really take to him but 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ƻŦ WŀƳŜǎ .ƭǳƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ 
though his natural, realistic performance grows on you, especially later in the film when he 
gets to show off his personality a little more (though the less I say about that the better) 
 
With a cover like the one you see above and promises of a ghost girl, the natural question 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǎŎŀǊȅ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎƭȅ ƴƻƴ-ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŀƭ άǉǳƛǘŜ 
ǎŎŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ŏonstant tension running through the film with long periods 
of silence keeping you on edge, waiting for the inevitable moments where shit goes down 
and a loud musical sting makes you jump. 
 
Thankfully Heretic ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ for one odd scene in 
which the screen goes completely black for a couple of beats before a loud scream and a 
pair of scary eyes force your heart up your lungs. For the most part the scares focus more on 
imagery, only using sound to build tension by making the background noise progressively 
ƭƻǳŘŜǊ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ άōƻƻέ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ 
 
Lƴ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
okay because Heretic ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ The Exorcist (despite what the quote on the DVD 
ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜǇȅ ƎƛǊƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƻǊǊƻǊΩ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
mind. 
 
Interspersed throughout the film are flashback scenes filling in more of the story and 
ǎƘŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ŘŀǊƪ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎΦ CƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊȅ ōƛǘǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
involving scenes in the film, paced perfectly to slowly reveal more plot information one 



nugget at a time and keeping you wondering what really happened to Claire and her 
stepdad all the way up to the final twist. 
 
Heretic is an impressive British horror film. The quote on the DVD cover is exaggerating a tad 
ōȅ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ άŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ The Exorcist and Carrieέ ς ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ōŀƭƭǇŀǊƪΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƛǘƘ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƻŎƪ ς but for 
a low-ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳƴŎƘŜǎ ŦŀǊ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǘǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ƎƘƻǎǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
worth a watch. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Heretic was recently released on DVD and Blu-Ǌŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ {ƻǊǊȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ 
your neck of the woods yet. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω I'd highly recommend picking up the Heretic disc ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ōǳŘŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛŜ ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊ 
because the commentary by director Peter Handford and producer Bethany Clift is one of 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴŜǎ LΩǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ǘƛǇǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƘƻƻǘ ŦƛƭƳǎ ƻƴ ŀ 
low budget. 
 
ω Of course, everyone will already recognise Andrew Squires for his memorable role as 
'Prosecution Lawyer' in episode 5,238 of UK soap Emmerdale in 2009. And by 'everyone' I 
mean 'Andrew Squires'. 



Hideous (1997)  
 
Director: Charles Band 
 
Starring: Mel Johnson Jr, Michael Citriniti, Jacqueline Lovell, Rhonda Griffin, Tracie May 
 
ά̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛǊŜŘΗ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΗ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΗέ 
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǿŜǊΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǊŀƪƛƴƎ 
around in sewers? Oh. Right. Um, me neither. 
 
But if I did, chances are I probably wouldnΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻŘŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ƴǳǘŀƴǘ ōŀōȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ŦƛƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ Hideous!, another low-
budget grotfest from indie horror studio Full Moon. 
 
The man hands over said mutation to Belinda Yost, a woman who specialises in selling 
Ƴǳǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƴƛŎƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ 
of the film. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŀƪ ōŀōƛŜǎ ōƛǘΣ L ƳŜŀƴΦ ¢ǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
collectors believe they have first dibs on the mutation, so when one buyer picks it up from 
.ŜƭƛƴŘŀΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ƘƻƳŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳȅŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ 
 
Did I mention that said assistant is a topless woman wearing a gorilla mask for no reason? 
Well, there you go. After tying up the poor chap, she steals the mutation and brings it back 
to her boss. 
 
Feeling understandably irked, the original buyer hires a detective to accompany him to the 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǳȅΩǎ Ƴŀƴǎƛƻƴ όŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜƭƛƴŘŀΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭύΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ 
can sort out this mess once and for all and decide who the true owner is. 
 
Cue loads of fighting and the appearance of a bunch of other mutants who eventually all 
decide to get involved. A bit. 
 
Hideous! is pleasantly rubbish, but rubbish nonetheless. As with The Creeps, another Full 
Moon film which was released shortly after it (and is reviewed elsewhere in this ebook), the 
standard of the acting is so low only dogs can hear it. 
 
This is partly due to the presence of Rhonda Griffin, who stank up The Creeps with her 
ǿƻŜŦǳƭ ǎŎƘǘƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΦ DǊŀƴǘŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ōȅ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ 
given some atrocious dialogue to work with, but even so. 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƴǳŘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ WŀŎǉǳŜƭƛƴŜ [ƻǾŜƭƭΣ ǎƘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻǇƭŜǎǎ 
gorilla-masked scene, whƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƴƛǇǎ ƻŦŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƴƻǿ ǎƘŜΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ǿŀƛǎǘŎƻǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ƘŜǊ ōǊŜŀǎǘǎΦ 
 



Of course, nudity in a horror film is nothing new, but it generally only happens once or 
twice. To have sƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ōŀǇǎ ƧƛƎƎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ 
shameless as you can get. 
 
9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘǳƭŀǊ ΨƘƛŘŜƻǳǎΩ Ƴǳǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀƪŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ 9ȄŎŜǇǘΣ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǳǇǇŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƭƻǿ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ōȅ Cǳƭƭ aƻƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ 
 
Instead, they spend most of the back half of the film hiding behind chairs and tables, 
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǿǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ǿell designed, but 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ όŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
title clearly suggests they were meant to). 
 
LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǘƘŀƴ Hideous! but not by any notable order of magnitude. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŘŜƎree of charm in the hokey acting and laughably bad script, but the final 
act is such a snoozefest (literally: I fell asleep during it and had to watch the last half-hour 
ŀƎŀƛƴύ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛŜ-hard B-movie buff. 
 
One and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Hideous! was recently released on DVD in the UK by 88 Films as part of its Grindhouse 
collection. As well as an audio commentary it also includes the 30-minute Full Moon 
Videozone feature that originally came with the film on VHS, complete with making-of 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀōƻǾŜ-average treatment for a below-average film and you can get it 
fairly cheap. US readers, you can also get it on DVD. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω This was the film debut for Rhonda Griffin and it's clear by watching the Videozone feature 
provided with the Hideous! DVD that Full Moon was banking on her being a big star for the 
studio. She appeared in its next film, The Creeps then she was punted, presumably because 
someone at Full Moon actually decided to watch either film. 
 
ω The chap who buys the freak babies first and is then attacked is Mel Johnson Jr, who's best 
known as Benny in Total Recall. I'm fairly sure no other actor on Earth can boast both 
'mutated taxi driver in an Arnold Schwarzenegger movie' and 'buyer of black market mutant 
babies' on their CV. 



Hitchcock  (20 12) 
 
Director: Sacha Gervasi 
 
Starring: Anthony Hopkins, Helen Mirren, Scarlett Johansson, Danny Huston, Jessica Biel 
 
άYou may call me Hitch. Hold the Cock.έ 
 
Films about Alfred Hitchcock are just like buses ς you wait ages for one and then two come 
at once (the other being The Girl, with Toby Jones and Sienna Miller). This particular bus is 
being driven by Anthony Hopkins with Helen Mirren as the conductor. Mind you, buses 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƻƴ 
the bus anyway and she does a ruddy good job doing whatever it is she does. In hindsight, 
ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŎǊŀǇ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǎ ǇƛǎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΦ 
 
Hitchcock recoǳƴǘǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ 
North By Northwest ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΣ 
Hitchcock decides his next film is going to be a controversial film that pushes the boundaries 
of taste and decency: Psycho. Hitchcock, then, follows the events from Psycho's original 
ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǘƘŜŀǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊŜΦ 
 
Anthony Hopkins is impressive as Hitchcock. The make-up is interesting in that while he 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ IƻǇƪƛƴǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻƭŘΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ IƻǇƪƛƴǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎΣ ōǳǘ 
he can help how he sounds and he manages a convincing Hitchcock impersonation 
throughout. 
 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ !ƭƳŀ ς played 
masterfully by Helen Mirren ς ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
his other love, his film career. As Hitchcock gets more and more engrossed in the making of 
PsychoΣ !ƭƳŀ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
newfound attention placed on her by screenwriter Whitfield Cook sees her faced with a 
difficult decision. 
 
As well as the strength of the two leads, Hitchcock is also blessed with an impressive 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǎǘΦ {ŎŀǊƭŜǘǘ WƻƘŀƴǎǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎ WŀƴŜǘ [ŜƛƎƘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ WŀƳŜǎ 5Ω!ǊŎȅ 
plays a perfect Anthony Perkins. 
 
The film recreates many of the famous stories surrounding the Psycho shoot ς the way 
Hitchcock took over from Perkins during the shower scene, his odd proposal to an 
unconvinced Paramount to get the film green-ƭƛǘ  ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
Bernard Hermann music during the shower scene but his wife insisted ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
Only one aspect of Hitchcock had me scratching my head: the Ed Gein sub-ǇƭƻǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
known that Psycho was based on the real-life story of mass murderer Ed Gein (as was The 
Texas Chain Saw Massacre), but Hitchcock takes it one step further by implying the ghost of 



Gein was haunting Hitchcock and appearing in hallucinations during the course of the 
ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƧŀǊǊƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
be based on true events. 
 
That aside, Hitchcock is a must-see for anyone interested in the legendary director or the 
making of his most famous film. With fantastic performances throughout and a clever script 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿǊȅ ŎƘǳŎƪƭŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘΦ Wǳǎǘ ōŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ŀǎ 
you watch it tƘŀǘΣ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ LΩƳ ŀǿŀǊŜΣ 9Ř DŜƛƴΩǎ ƎƘƻǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
production. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Hitchcock is available on DVD and Blu-ray in both the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Although most people associate Hitchcock with his classics ς Psycho, The Birds, Vertigo, 
North By Northwest, Rear Window and so forth ς he actually directed an impressive 54 
movies in his career, as well as 17 episodes of his TV series, Alfred Hitchcock Presents. 
 
ω In a way, Hitchcock was a sort of closure for Helen Mirren. In the early '70s, she was 
approached by Hitchcock to play a murder victim in his film Frenzy, but she turned it down. 
It was a decision she says she's always regretted, so playing his wife here may have gone 
some way to making up for her decision to never be in a 'proper' Hitchcock movie. 



House Of Wax (20 05) 
 
Director: Jaume Collet-Serra 
 
Starring: Elisha Cuthbert, Chad Michael Murray, Brian Van Holt, Paris Hilton 
 
άIt is wax. Like, literally.έ 
 
LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭ-life atrocious wax museums in my life ς the 
Movieland museum in Niagara Falls springs to mind ς ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǿŀȄ 
ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ aƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ aǊ ¢ ǘƘŀƴ 
the one that featured there. 
 
The original House Of Wax (1953) was a cracking, eerie film about an insane waxwork artist 
(played by Vincent Price) who turned real people into wax models. That concept ς humans 
as wax models ς is the only thing other than the title to remain in this remake. WhŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 
learned in the ways of suspense and film-making in the 52 years between each film? Not 
much, it seems. 
 
The 2005 version of House Of Wax starts off, as so many generic teen horror films do these 
days, with a bunch of annoying students on a road tǊƛǇΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 'the 
biggest football game of the year' (because presumably 'The Superbowl' was trademarked 
or somethingύ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ !ǎ 
night draws near, they decide to camp out in the middle of nowhere. 
 
9ȄŎŜǇǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ǘƻǿƴ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
waxwork museum as its main highlight. When the group wake up the next morning and find 
the one of their two cars has been sabotaged they split up: some of them take the working 
car to the football game, the others stay behind to try and fix the car, ultimately finding the 
creepy town and House Of Wax in the process. 
 
Cue the appearance of a pair of fucked-up twins (both played by Brian Van Holt) who have a 
Ƙŀōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǿŀȄ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘƻǿƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǿŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǇƻƛƭŜǊ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǎƻ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
wax lyrical too much (WAX! HAHAHAHAHAHAHA! Look, shut uǇΣ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
while). 
 
House Of Wax provides an interesting mix of expected and surprising moments. It was 
expected that Paris Hilton would be about as good at acting as she is at finding a boyfriend 
who ensures what happens in the bedroom sǘŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
disappoint with a performance about as thrilling as sitting a book in the window for six 
months and watching the sun fade the colours out of it. However, the level of gore is 
surprising given the MTV-gen audience Miss HƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘΦ 
 
CƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƭƛŜǊǎΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜŎŀǇƛǘŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƴŜŎƪ-stabbing, a 
face is peeled off... you might be surprised by how graphic the film is at times, especially 



considering its BBFC 15 certificate. Fair play to the film-makers then for not being afraid to 
push the limits. 
 
Iƛƭǘƻƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ŀǊŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ /ǳǘƘōŜǊǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
lead heroine and Van Holt as the twin villains who stand out as above average. Perhaps the 
most interesting character of all is the House Of Wax itself: ƛǘΩǎ ŘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ όƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎύ 
with atmosphere. 
 
House Of Wax is an adequate enough slasher and the final confrontation in the house is 
impressive, though with a runtime of nearly ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŀŘ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ hƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ Ƴǳǎǘ-
see if you desperately want to see Paris Hilton die a grisly and graphic death: which, to be 
fair, some people probably do. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
House Of Wax is available on both DVD and Blu-ray in the UK and US. Both include a few 
extras including an alternate intro with a nice face-smashing scene and some frothy behind-
the-ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǎƘƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƛǘƘ άǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ƻǇǘƛŎŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎέ όǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ς 
perhaps by a mischievous editor ς with a before-and-ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
entirely CGI). 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The original House Of Wax was a '50s horror film starring the legendary Vincent Price. Its 
main selling point was its use of stereoscopic 3D, which was a new gimmick used by 
numerous horror films during that decade. It's aged pretty drastically but it's still charming 
enough to be worth a watch. 
 
ω The film itself may not be the best thing ever made but its official soundtrack is fairly 
decent. Featuring the likes of Spitfire by The Prodigy, Minerva by Deftones and Dirt by The 
Stooges, it's safe to say it's spent far more time playing on my iPod than the film has on my 
Blu-ray player. 



Humanoids From The Deep (1980)  
 
Director: Barbara Peeters 
 
Starring: Doug McClure, Ann Turkel, Vic Morrow 
 
Also known as: Monster 
 
άLǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
develop their incredible evolution.έ 
 
²ƘŜƴ ŀƭƭΩǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ wƻƎŜǊ /ƻǊƳŀƴ ŦƛƭƳΦ /ƻǊƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǘhe 
godfather of B-movie cinema and has produced well over 300 low-budget films over the 
past 50 years, the vast majority of which have been cheesy horror films heaving with gore, 
titillation or both. Humanoids From The Deep falls into the 'both' category and is silly fun, 
though there it does have one or two questionable moments. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ bƻȅƻΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎŦƻƭƪ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
celebrating the announcement of a salmon cannery which is to be built there, greatly 
increaǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ DƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗ 
 
Oh, except for the fact that the company building the cannery is also responsible for 
experiments in salmon growth hormones, which have spread into the sea and somehow led 
to the creation of bizarre slimy half-man half-fish monsters that like to swim out of the sea 
and onto land, ripping the faces off any men they find and raping the women. And, in case 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ Humanoids From The Deep gets a bit iffy.  
 
Rape scenes are never fun to watch, that much goes without saying. But, when you watch as 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŀǎ L Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŀǇŜŘ ƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
comes with the territory and these scenes do pop up from time to time. But watching a 
large, slimy sea monster doing it is even more unsettling, especially when deep down we 
ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ wƻƎŜǊ /ƻǊƳŀƴ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ 
nudity on-screen. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƻǊǇǎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
victim of more than just murder: it sort of darkens the tone of what should really be a silly, 
entertaining film. Thankfully, by the end of the film the rapey bits are out of the way and 
anyone still craving some baps can be happy with the classic 'shirt getting ripped off as they 
try to escape' technique instead. 
 
Corman was always good at getting once-great actors who were struggling with their 
careerǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ Humanoids From The Deep 
stars Doug McClure, one-time critically acclaimed actor, in the lead role of fisherman Jim 
IƛƭƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀ ƻƴŎŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀŎǘƻǊ ǿǊŜǎǘƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǝƛant slimy 
fishmen and still carry it off with all the sincerity of a divorce drama. 



 
Dodgy scenes aside, Humanoids From The Deep is a compelling little film. Of particular note 
is the sub-Ǉƭƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴery because 
ƘŜΩǎ ƘŜΩǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅΦ IŜΩǎ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 'killer fish-men' plot and 
focus your attention on this sub-plot instead. 
 
The creature effects are well-handled by Rob Bottin (The Thing, Total Recall, Robocop, 
Se7en). This being a Corman movie, the typical Jaws and Alien rule of not seeing the 
ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŜƴŘ ƎƻŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƻƻƪ 
at ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƻƛŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ .ƻǘǘƛƴΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƳŀƪŜ-up and 
ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
If you can stomach a couple of needlessly dark scenes, Humanoids From The Deep is 
otherwise a great laugh and thŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ 
Corman B-ƳƻǾƛŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘŀƳƳȅ улǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ 
feature. Oh, and the ending is ridiculous too. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Humanoids From The Deep ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 5±5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǊǘ ŎƘŜŀǇ: some people are selling it through Amazon for only 1p and only 
charging a couple of quid postage. In the US it's available on DVD and Blu-ray. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω I can't take the word 'humanoid' seriously because back in the day legendary WWE 
commentator Bobby 'The Brain' Heenan used the exact same term to refer to the fans in a 
disparaging manner. It's a lot harder to take the monsters in the film seriously if you 
consider them to be mutated wrestling fans. 
 
ω The rape scenes in the film drew ire from reviewers at the time. Time Out magazine said of 
it back in the day: "Despite the sex of the director, a more blatant endorsement of 
exploitation cinema's current anti-women slant would be hard to find; Peeters also lies on 
the gore pretty thick amid the usual visceral drive-in hooks and rip-offs from genre hits; and 
with the humour of an offering like Piranha entirely absent, this turns out to be a nasty 
piece of work all round." 



The Killers (1964)  
 
Director: Don Siegel 
 
Starring: Lee Marvin, Angie Dickinson, John Cassavetes, Clu Gulager, Ronald Reagan 
 
άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ aŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ .ǳǘ L Ǝƻǘǘŀ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 
makes a man decide not to rǳƴΦ ²ƘȅΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴΣ ƘŜΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜΦέ 
 
LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƛǘƳŀƴ όϝǘŀǇǎ ƴƻǎŜϝύ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ L ǿŀǎ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
surprised to see most of my targets leg it as soon as they noticed their time was potentially 
up. 
 
Charlie (the legendary LŜŜ aŀǊǾƛƴύ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ 
hit on a guy said to have stolen a million dollars, Charlie is curious to know why said chap 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀǿŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ 
 
9ŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛs hitman partner Lee (Clu Gulager) begin a line 
of enquiries that see them visiting a string of friends ς and enemies ς of Johnny North, the 
man he was paid to kill. 
 
9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ WƻƘƴƴȅΩǎ ōŀŎƪǎǘƻǊȅΥ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ 
inǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άǘƘǊƛƭƭ-ƘŀǇǇȅ ŘŀƳŜέ ό!ƴƎƛŜ 5ƛŎƪƛƴǎƻƴύ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ Řǳōƛƻǳǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ WŀŎƪ όwƻƴŀƭŘ 
Reagan), and how his relationship with both changed drastically. 
 
¢ƻ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǇƻƛƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
with this review, because The Killers is so heavily reliant on its narrative and the way its 
flashbacks link together that to go into too much detail would make it far less engaging 
when you watch it (which you should). 
 
What I will talk about though, with great pleasure, is The Killers' outstanding cast. 
wƻǎŜƳŀǊȅΩǎ .ŀōȅ star John Cassavetes is brilliant as Johnny North, the racecar supremo who 
slowly falls for the woman of his dreams. 
 
You really want to root for Johnny ς ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜ Ǝǳȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭǳŎƪ ς and a 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ /ŀǎǎŀǾŜǘŜǎΩ ŜƴŘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ 
 
Meanwhile, Dickinson smoulders as Sheila, the woman Johnny falls for. Her confidence and 
the way she plays Johnny like a two-bit pinball machine make her one of the stronger 
characters in the film, and the one the plot ultimately revolves around. 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭΩ wƻƴƴƛŜ wŜŀƎŀƴ ŀǎ WŀŎƪΣ {ƘŜƛƭŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ 
of a presence during the first half of the film, he soon becomes a crucial character as it 
reaches a climax. 
 



Interestingly, years later Reagan said The Killers was his least favourite film, because it was 
the only time he played a villain and he was particularly ashamed of a scene in which he 
slaps a woman. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ wŜŀƎŀƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘƛƳΦ 
 
By far the real star of the show, however, is Lee Marvin as Charlie. His piercing stare and 
deadly serious voice makes every single one of his lines sound like the most important thing 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
impressed by his screen presence. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 
Arrow Video Blu-ray of The Killers (which was viewed for this review). 
 
!ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ /ƭǳ DǳƭŀƎŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ Ǉƭŀȅǎ aŀǊǾƛƴΩǎ ǎƛŘŜƪƛŎƪΣ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
and quirks as he acted, to give his character a little more depth and make him more 
interesting. 
 
ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ƪƛŘΣέ aŀǊǾƛƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳΦ ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦέ /ƻŎƪȅ ŀǎ ŦǳŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ LǘΩǎ 
impossible to watch a scene with Marvin in it and not be utterly focused on him. 
 
The Killers was supposed to be the first ever made-for-TV movie, but a combination of its 
violent content and the recent assassination of President Kennedy meant this plan was 
scrapped and it was released in cinemas instead. 
 
Looking at it now it may seem pretty taƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƛƴŜƳŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ωслǎ 
was still very sensitive. After all, this was only a few years after Psycho broke taboos by 
showing a flushing toilet for the first time on screen. 
 
The Kennedy assassination ŀƴŘ wŜŀƎŀƴΩǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀl career also combine to 
inadvertently make one of its scenes look oddly dodgy in hindsight. 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ wŜŀƎŀƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǎƘƻƻǘǎ 
someone (no spoilers) with a rifle from the window of a nearby building. 
 
The parallels between this scene and the Lee Harvey Oswald / JFK incident are especially 
poetic these days, when you consider the scene essentially shows a future President of the 
United States killing a man in exactly the same way a past President was (allegedly) 
assassinated. 
 
The Killers ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ Ωслǎ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘǎ 
original release. It does away with any extraneous nonsense and provides a tight narrative, 
full of plot twists and heaving with outstanding performances from both its leading and 
supporting cast. 
 



Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
UK readers who want to see The Killers will have to have a Blu-ray player, as the only readily 
available version is the recently released Arrow Video Blu-ray. LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ 
with over an hour of interviews and the option to watch the film in its original intended TV 
aspect ratio or the widescreen cinema ratio. As for US readers, The Killers is currently out of 
ǇǊƛƴǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳƳǇ ǳǇ ŀ ŎƘǳnk of change for the Criterion Collection DVD. As with 
ŀƭƭ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мфпс ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ .ǳǊǘ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ 
included. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω In the world of Scottish slang, Lee Marvin has always lived in the shadow of his namesake, 
musician Hank Marvin. If a Scot is extremely hungry, they are occasionally known to declare 
"I'm Hank Marvin", i.e. "I'm starvin'". Sadly, Lee Marvin is very rarely, if ever, used in his 
place. 
 
ω The Killers is very loosely based on the Ernest Hemingway short story of the same name. 
Any Kindle-reading types keen to read it can find it as part of his short story compliation 
Men Without Women, but if you buy it you're an idiot because, oddly, you can also get The 
Complete Short Stories Of Ernest Hemingway: The Finca Vigia Edition on the Kindle store: it 
costs less yet contains everything from Men Without Women as well as another 40 or so 
stories. 



Leprechaun In The Hood (2000 ) 
 
Director: Rob Spera 
 
Starring: Warwick Davis, Ice-T, Anthony Montgomery 
 
ά! ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ LΩƳ ǘƻƭŘΦέ 
 
By the time the Leprechaun ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊΩǎ Ǉƛƴǘ-sized Paddy had 
already terrorised a young Jennifer Aniston, hunted for a bride, rampaged through Las 
Vegas and even gone into space. Logic therefore dictated that there was only one place left 
for him to go: the hood. 
 
It probably goes without saying given the title and the premise, but this film is madder than 
a caravan filled with seahorses. Rapper-turned-actor Ice-T plays Mack Daddy, a pimp who 
discovers the Leprechaun in a fossilised state and steals his magic flute, which gives him the 
ability to enchant anyone who hears it. 
 
In time Mack Daddy becomes a huge rap star thanks to the flute, but when a trio of young 
up-and-coming rappers ask him for some help and he 'disses' them (as the youth of today 
ǎŀȅύ ǘƘŜȅ ōǊŜŀƪ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǎǘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳǘŜΣ ƘƛŘŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ŀ ŘǊŀƎ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
reason then use the flute to kick off their own rap career. Oh, and during all this, the 
[ŜǇǊŜŎƘŀǳƴΩǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŦǳŎƪ ǳǇ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦƭǳǘŜΦ  
 
Leprechaun In The Hood throws the odd curve ball on occasionΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ 
ŎǊƛƴƎŜǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ some truly terrible rhyming lines emerging from the 
ǘƛǘǳƭŀǊ ǘƛǘŎƘΩǎ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ όάƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƭƛǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘǎΣ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƻƻǘ ǘƘŀƴ 
¢ƛƎŜǊ ²ƻƻŘǎέύ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭȅ ǳƴŦǳƴƴȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǎƘƻǇƪŜŜǇŜǊ 
ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀŘ ǎŜƭŦέΦ  ¸Ŝǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ Ƙƛǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
always this consistent. 
 
¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘ ƻǳǘǿŜƛƎƘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ meant to be cheesy 
ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƻ ōŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘΦ ! ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƻƛƴǘƭŜǎǎ ŎŀƳŜƻ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƻƭƛƻ όǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎύ ƛǎ ōŜǿƛƭŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
bedazzling, and the rap during the end credits, in which the Leprechaun himself and three 
tone-ŘŜŀŦ ƘƻŜǎ ŎƘŀƴǘ ά[ŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƻŘ, ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴƻ ƎƻƻŘέ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
painful sequences in cinematic history. 
 
Still, as long as you go in expecting pure cheese (and how could you not, bearing in mind 
what ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘύ ǘƘŜƴ Leprechaun In The Hood ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ 
going to end up in your top fifty horror films list (or even your top ten killer midgets list) but 
ƛǘΩǎ ƻŘŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 



How to see it  
Unsurprisingly, Leprechaun In The Hood is DVD-only. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω You've got to give production company Trimark Pictures credit for their pumpkin-sized 
balls. It's easy enough to draw criticism when the latest film in your horror franchise is 
essentially a gimmick: Friday the 13th putting Jason in space in Jason X, Halloween being 
given the reality TV treatment in Halloween Resurrection and so on. But putting your 
character in a ghetto? Christ. 
 
ω It obviously wasn't a very wise decision, mind, because Leprechaun In The Hood ended up 
being Trimark Pictures' last ever movie. The company ended up merging with Lion's Gate 
Pictures and Leprechaun continued under the latter's name. The next entry? Leprechaun: 
Back 2 Tha Hood. Sigh. 



The Lost Boys (1987)  
 
Director: Joel Schumacher 
 
Starring: Corey Haim, Corey Feldman, Jason Patric, Kiefer Sutherland, Dianne Wiest, Jami 
Gertz 
 
ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
a comic booƪΗ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǾŀƳǇƛǊŜΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΗ aȅ ƻǿƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΥ ŀ ƎƻŘŘŀƳƴΣ ǎƘƛǘ-sucking 
ǾŀƳǇƛǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƛǘ Ωǘƛƭ ƳƻƳ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƻǳǘΣ ōǳŘŘȅΗέ 
 
If you want to see how to do a teenage vampire movie ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜΦ 
 
1) Take the Twilight films, on either DVD or Blu-ray format. 
2) Shove them right up your arse. 
3) Watch The Lost Boys instead. 
 
It may be 25 years old now but The Lost Boys is still a fantastic film, with a superb script and 
ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ Ωулǎ ǊƻŎƪ ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪΦ LǘΩǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 'teens as vampires' movies 
released since, only a tiny handful (such as Near Dark) have come close to matching it for 
quality. 
 
Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ŀƳ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴ ό/ƻǊŜȅ IŀƛƳύΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ǎŜŜǎ ƘƛƳ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
the small beach town of Santa Carla along with his mum and brother Michael (Jason Patric). 
Eager to get involved with the local nightlife, Sam and Michael go to a party where Michael 
becomes enamoured with a girl called Star. 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ {ǘŀǊ ƘŀƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƻŘƎȅ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ ŀ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅƭƛƎƘt, 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǘŎƘ Ƴȅ ŘǊƛŦǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƴǎ ƻŦ ƎŀǊƭƛŎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ 
ƳƛǊǊƻǊǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǾŀƳǇƛǊŜǎΦ {ƻΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ 
with the in crowd (led by a young Kiefer Sutherland) and win StaǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ 
to join the gang and become a vampire too. 
 
Desperate to stop his brother becoming a creature of the night forever, Sam enlists the help 
of the Frog brothers (Jamison Newlander and a hilariously deep-voiced Corey Feldman), a 
couple of odd teens who run a comic book shop but are vampire hunters in their spare time. 
The Frogs agree to help Sam find out who the head vampire is, as killing him is the only way 
to kill the other vampires and turn the other 'half-vampires' ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōƛtten anyone yet 
(like Michael and Star) into humans again. 
 
Where The Lost Boys succeeds is that despite the unrealistic premise of teenage vampires 
ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ōŜŀŎƘ ǘƻǿƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǘΦ 
You genuinely believe Michael has fallen for Star hook line and sinker, to the extent that, 
ȅŜǎΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǾŀƳǇƛǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ όȅƻǳƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ŜƘΣ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƳǳǇǇŜǘǎύΦ 9ǾŜƴ 
the sillier characters ς ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ /ƻǊŜȅ CŜƭŘƳŀƴΩǎ 9ŘƎŀǊ CǊƻƎ ς get the job done because 
ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ Lƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳ CŜƭŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŦŀƪŜ ŘŜŜǇ 



voice would sound absurd but when he applies it to Frog, a kid keen to sound tough and 
authoritative, it makes sense. 
 
Another surprising and refreshing element is the lack of blood throughout most of the film. 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ Ŧƭƻǿ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 
battle), considering the state of horror movies in the 1980s and the popularity of gory, 
special effects-laden films The Lost Boys is somewhat toned down in comparison. That 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘΣ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŦƭŀǎƘȅ ǎŜǘ-pieces only makes 
ƳƻǊŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ 
 
Rounding things off is a soundtrack that not only would have been achingly hip at the time 
but still manages to hold out today. The likes of Run DMC, INXS and The Doors feature as 
background music at times, while the main theme ς despite very much being an unashamed 
80s rock ballad ς can still be appreciated in the 2010s by open-minded people. The sort of 
people open-minded enough to watch a teenage horror film where the kid from The 
Goonies plays a gruff-voiced vampire hunter. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ The Lost Boys ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ 
time without seeing it and without finding out much about it then you really should check it 
ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǊǳƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ !ōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƭǎŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ Twilight fan and 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ Near Dark yet, stop reading this and hunt them both down 
immediately, then realise Stephenie Meyer is really a bit of a prick. 
 
Four and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
!ǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ улǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ The Lost BoysΦ LǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǾŀƛlable in 
both Blu-ray and DVD flavours. Both feature similar extras. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The laws of horror physics dictate that the longer a horror classic remains a standalone 
film, the more inevitable an unnecessary sequel becomes. Sure enough, despite being a 
perfectly great horror film on its own merits ς one that stands the test of time and remains 
brilliant to this day ς The Lost Boys eventually got two completely unneeded sequels. Lost 
Boys: The Tribe was released in 2008, and was quickly followed up by Lost Boys: The Thirst in 
2010. Corey Feldman returned to star in both: because let's face it, what else has he been 
up to? 
 
ω The Frog brothers' names are Edgar and Alan, a reference to legendary horror fiction 
writer Edgar Allen Poe. 



MoniK a: A Wrong Way To Die (2012)  
 
Director: Steven R Monroe 
 
Starring: Jason Wiles, Cerina Vincent, Jeff Branson 
 
REAGAN ς "So, uh, they say youΩǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΦϦ 
 
MONIKA ς "That would appear to be the case." 
 
LǘΩǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ Star Wars, Harrison Ford turned to George Lucas and, 
ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ŦƭƻǿŜǊȅ ǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ ƳƻŀƴŜŘΥ ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘȅǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƛǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ǎŀȅ ƛǘΦέ 
 
The same accusation can be aimed directly at MoniKa, which has some of the least realistic 
ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ LΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘƻƪŜȅ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
decent little film. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘΣ wŜŀƎŀƴΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƭȅƛƴƎ hung-over in his bedroom. A 
Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 5ƻǳōƭŜ όǿƘƻΩǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŀŎǘƻǊΥ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊse, not real life) sets 
ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ wŜŀƎŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧƭȅ ǘƻ bŜǾŀŘŀ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ŀƴŘ άƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀŘȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƛǎƪȅ ǿƛǘƘΦ 
 
Off Reagan goes to Nevada, then, but before he manages to find Double he encounters said 
sister, Monika. She suggests they go to the local bar to try and find Double and her sister, 
ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
One thing leads to another and ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ aƻƴƛƪŀΩǎ ƳƻǘŜƭ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻ-pants 
ŘŀƴŎŜΦ wŜŀƎŀƴ ƛǎ ǎƳƛǘǘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ 
The end. 
 
Only kidding, that would be a shite ending. Instead, Reagan wakes the next morning to find 
DouōƭŜ ŀƴŘ aƻƴƛƪŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǎƘƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻƻȊȅΥ 
her sister ς the one Reagan was smuggling his sausage inside last night ς was shot dead the 
day before. Whaaaaaaaaaaat. 
 
Not entirely sure how he could have dated anŘ ƳŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǊǇǎŜΣ wŜŀƎŀƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
completely convinced that all is as it seems. He goes off on a hunt to find Monika, and things 
get a little crazy when he actually does. 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ aƻƴƛƪŀ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜǊ ƎƘƻǎǘΦ {ƘŜ explains that 
when she was alive she had stolen money from a dodgy gang, and without that money the 
ƎŀƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ aƻƴƛƪŀΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ 
 
Reagan needs to help Monika deal with the gang, then, before her soul can finally rest in 
pŜŀŎŜΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿŜƛǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƎƘƻǎǘǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ 



ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
it is for the most part. 
 
Monika (Cerina Vincent) is a curious character. {ƘŜΩǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŀȅΣ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘȅ wŜŀƎŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƳƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŦŜŜƭ 
the same way. 
 
{ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ όǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎ 
and the money) and ȅŜǘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ όǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ŎƭǳŜ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ 
a ghost). 
 
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳǇǘȅ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aƻƴƛƪŀ ƛǎ ōŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǎǎΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ !ƴŘǊŜǿ IƻǿŀǊŘΣ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƎŀƴƎǎǘŜǊ ŎƭƛŎƘŞ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ 
in a film. 
 
He may be played by a genuine Brit ς Howard is from Cardiff ς ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ƪŜŜǇǎ 
switching between Cockney and American accents at random. 
 
That script, though... WŜǎǳǎΦ !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ CƻǊŘΩǎ Star Wars quandry, I have no doubt that written 
down in a screenplay (or, even better, in a novel) the dialogue would have seemed very 
clever and thoughtful. But something happens to it between there and the screen, and 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ƘȅǇŜǊōƻƭŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ aƻƴƛƪŀ ŀƴŘ wŜŀƎŀƴΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘǎ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǎ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ όǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅύΦ 
 
wƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ όƴƻ ǎǇƻƛƭŜǊǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅύ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘo closing on a 
brilliant twist. 
 
¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻƭƭŜǊŎƻŀǎǘŜǊΥ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƙƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
biggest, most clichéd cop-ƻǳǘǎ ƛƴ ŦƛƭƳ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ genuinely clever twist that, 
had it ended there, would have been a perfect way to conclude. 
 
Instead, not content with one shit twist and one clever one, it decides to try the shit one for 
ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎΦ LƴŦǳǊƛŀǘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΦ 
 
Get past its niggles ς the overly flowery dialogue, the varying acting ability, that bloody 
triple ending ς and MoniKa is a decent effort with a lovely art style and a brilliant 
soundtrack. Those with a relatively high tolerance for ball-dropping should check it out. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
MoniKa was released on DVD in the UK by 4Digital Media. LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ 
as yet. 
 
Bits and pieces 



ω Cerina Vincent, who plays Monika, also played Areola - the naked high school exchange 
student - in Not Another Teen Movie. What's that? A shite Scary Movie spoof rip-off? My 
friend, you clearly haven't seen it: read my review in a few pages' time. 
 
ω She was also the Yellow Ranger in Power Rangers: Lost Galaxy, otherwise known as 'one of 
the Power Rangers series that nobody cares about'. Sadly, the Vietnamese girl who played 
the original Yellow Ranger, Thuy Trang, died in a car accident aged 27. 



Monster House (2006)  
 
Director: Gil Kenan 
 
Starring: voices of Mitchel Musso, Sam Lerner, Spencer Locke, Steve Buscemi 
 
άAre you guys mentally chaƭƭŜƴƎŜŘΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΦέ 
 
DJ and Chowder have the feeling that not all is right with the creepy house across the road. 
After its owner, the evil Mr Nebbercracker (Buscemi), has a heart attack and is sent to 
hospital the house appears to take on a life of its own, terrorising the local residents. But 
surely there has to be a more logical explanation for this... ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ 
to life and eat people, do they? You bet your balls they do. 
 
After witnessing the creepy chateau coming alive and saving a girl called Jenny from its evil 
clutches DJ, Chowder and their new lady chum decide to work together to put an end to the 
evil house so the rest of the street will be safe. 
 
Despite being a movie aimed at children, Monster House feels a lot like The Goonies and The 
Monster Squad in that it appeals to adults too because the children in it are so believable. 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ άƎŜŜ ǿƘƛȊ ƳƻƳέ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻǊ zany 'mwa wa waaa' musical stings throughout, this is a 
film that feels surprisingly realistic despite its use of stylised CGI animation.  
 
A large part of this is down to the cast. The three leads, who were essentially unknowns 
before taking on this role, have a real chemistry that shines through even with a layer of CG 
ŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ !ǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǿŜƭƭ-known names in 
there including Maggie Gyllenhaal, Jon Heder, Jason Lee, Kevin James, Kathleen Turner and 
Fred Willard, the majority of whom have unique voices that lend themselves perfectly to 
this sort of movie. 
 
The dialogue is by far Monster HouseΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ 
swear the writers had just held a dictaphone under a group of kids and written down 
everything they said. They argue, they wind each other up, they try to hide their 
inadequacies or family problems, and they pretend to be cooler and more grown-up than 
they actually are, often failing miserably (one particular adults-only line has them finding the 
ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǳǾǳƭŀΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ /ƘƻǿŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀƎŜƭȅ ƴƻǘŜ άƻƘΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƘƻǳǎŜέύΦ 
 
The strength of the dialogue ultimately means that the final act, which is pretty much all 
ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƻŜǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƪƛŘΩǎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ 
albeit one that still looks greŀǘΦ aǊ bŜōōŜǊŎǊŀŎƪŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƻǊȅ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΣ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǿƛǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŀǊƪ 
tale that is likely to take audiences young and old aback. 
 
When I reviewed The Monster Squad (read it over the page) L ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŦƻƎŜȅΩǎ 
ƭŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜέΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ L ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴƭȅ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
still the case, Monster House ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŀ 



ǿƘƛƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇŀǘǊƻƴƛǎŜ ƛǘǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ŀŎǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŜŀƪΣ ōǳǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
You can get Monster House on DVD and Blu-ǊŀȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ CŀƴŎȅ aŎCŀƴŎȅǇŀƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
also get the 3D Blu-Ǌŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ о5 ¢± ŀƴŘ ŀ о5 .ƭǳ-ray player. You poser. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Here's what you call clever marketing in action. There's a scene in the movie in which our 
heroes encounter Skull, a massive nerd voiced by Jon 'Napoleon Dynamite' Heder. When 
they meet Skull, he's in an arcade playing a fake 8-bit style game called Thou Art Dead. 
Here's the clever bit ς during the first few years of its release, fans could head to the 
Monster House website to actually play Thou Art Dead, which played a bit like Castlevania. 
 
ω Unlike most CG animated movies, the performances in Monster House were completely 
motion-captured. In fact, by as late as 2012 it was still the only motion-captured film based 
on an entirely original story. 



The Monster Squad (1987)  
 
Director: Fred Dekker 
 
Starring: Andre Gower, Duncan Regehr, Tom Noonan 
 
άThe Creature stole my Twinkie.έ 
 
YƛŘǎΩ ŦƛƭƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜr than they are today. They had an edge to them, a 
ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 
{ǇƛŜƭōŜǊƎΩǎ нллн ǊŜ-release of ET, in which he digitally removed the guns being held by the 
agents and replaced them with walkie-ǘŀƭƪƛŜǎΦ Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
pussies. 
 
!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ The Goonies will know exactly what I mean. The kids in that 
film acted realistically, they had an attitude, they got into nasty scrapes, they wanted to see 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻōǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǘ ƪƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎǿŜŀǊ ǘƻ 
ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǳƎƘ όōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘΩǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘύΦ Lǘ ŦŜƭǘ 
real. Ditto, then, with The Monster Squad, a similar film of that era which for some odd 
reason never gained the same cult following as that other much-loved 'group of kids go on 
an adventure' movie.  
 
The Monster Squad gathers some of the greatest Universal monsters (albeit visually 
redesigned versions so as to not piss off Universal, this being a Tristar film and all) and 
ŘǳƳǇǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎǳōǳǊōΦ 5ǊŀŎǳƭŀΣ CǊŀƴƪŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƭŦƳŀƴΣ 
the Mummy and the Creature From The Black Lagoon are all in town to find a special, 
indestructible amulet which is said to maintain the balance between good and evil. Once 
every hundred years the amulet loses its invulnerability for a short time, at which point it 
can be destroyed and evil can rule the world, and as luck would have it that time is about to 
occur. 
 
Meanwhile, a secret club of kids who love talking about monsters and call themselves The 
Monster Squad get hold of an ancient book written by Professor Van Helsing in which he 
documents what happened 100 years prior when the amulet was nearly broken, and they 
realise thŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀƳ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ 
knowledge to stop the fearsome fivesome from taking over the world. 
 
The Monster Squad is genuinely funny at times, and shares the same realistic childlike sense 
of humour The Goonies is famed for having. When the kids are together talking about 
ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŜŜƘƻǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
similar conversations with your friends about such ridiculous things: did the Wolfman have 
balls so you could kick him in them? Can you buy silver bullets at K-Mart? And does the 
scary German guy across the road really want to kill children? (Incidentally, it turns out he 
doesƴΩǘΥ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƭŜǾŜǊƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
one poignant shot). 
 



 
¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 
on the story, because the film could have done with a little extra authenticity. Instead, Stan 
Winston (the late effects maestro behind the likes of Terminator 2 and Jurassic Park) does 
his best job at reimagining these famous freaks, and while some are impressive ς the 
animatronic Creature From The Black Lagoon head is brilliant and the Mummy is creepy to 
watch ς ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƻ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜΦ 5ǊŀŎǳla looks like a bit of a drip, for example, and the 
²ƻƭŦƳŀƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳǎΦ 
 
The Monster Squad is recommended viewing for anyone who loved The GooniesΦ LǘΩǎ ŦǳƴƴȅΣ 
ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛŎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƭƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ψулǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƧƻȅΦ 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Monster Squad is currently unavailable in the UK, but the Blu-ray recently released in 
the US has no region coding and will work oƴ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ όƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿύΦ 
It's also out on DVD in the US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω It may be a light-hearted horror film but many believe Duncan Regehr's portrayal of 
Dracula is one of the finest in the history of the character. I wouldn't quite go that far but 
there's no denying he does a great job. 
 
ω If the Wolfman's face looks a little familiar in The Monster Squad, that's because it's based 
on that of Stan Winston, who created the special effects. 



The Muppets (2011 ) 
 
Director: James Bobin 
 
Starring: Jason Segel, Amy Adams, Chris Cooper, Kermit The Frog, Miss Piggy, Fozzie Bear, 
Gonzo, Animal 
 
STATLER - "LŦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ LΩŘ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊtant plot 
point." 
 
WALDORF - "I  hope so. Otherwise I woǳƭŘΩǾŜ ōƻǊŜŘ Ƙalf the audience half to death." 
 
STATLER - "You mean half the audience is still alive?" 
 
LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǇǇŜǘǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳƴƎΦ !ǎ L ƎǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
get hold of more and more Muppets stuff I managed to grit my teeth and ignore the worst 
parts of Muppet history (Muppets In Space, the early laugh-free Saturday Night Live stuff) 
and focus on the classics: The Muppets Christmas Carol, The Muppets Take Manhattan and, 
of course, The Muppet Show itself. 
 
The Muppets have been out of the public eye for so long however that when I heard 
another movie was on the way I felt excitement and trepidation in equal measure. Would 
this be the long-ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǇǇŜǘǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ 
an anachronistic, out-of-date embarrassment that would sound the death knell for my 
beloved puppets? Thankfully, the answer is the former, and by some distance. 
 
The Muppets tells the story of Walter, a young puppet who lives with his brother Gary 
(Jason Segel). ²ŀƭǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ aǳǇǇŜǘ ŦŀƴΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ DŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘ 
Mary (Amy Adams) ask him to travel to Hollywood with him he jumps at the chance to visit 
the hallowed Muppet Studios.  
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ aǳǇǇŜǘǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴƻǘe for years, Walter arrives at 
the Muppet Studios to find it rundown and dilapidated. While there he hears a deal being 
made by the evil Tex Richman, who claims he wants to buy the Muppet Studios to turn it 
into a museum but in reality wants to demolish everything and drill for oil. 
 
Distraught, Walter decides to try to find the reclusive Kermit and convince him to regroup 
the Muppets and put on one more show to raise enough money to buy the Studios back, 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ: ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƻǎǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀct with each other since they disbanded 
years ago, and Kermit and Miss Piggy left on bad terms. Can they save the day and buy back 
the Studios? You might be surprised. 
 
The Muppets is hilarious. Newcomers will get a laugh from the jokes and such but this is 
clearly a film for the fans and as such is packed with previous references to The Muppet 
Show and the various movies. While most of these references are fairly well-known, die-



hard fans will have fun spotting the odd appearances of some of the more obscure Muppets 
that only featured in a couple of sketches 30 years ago. 
 
Some may turn their nose up at its numerous attempts to break the fourth wall by making 
Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ όǿƘŜƴ YŜǊƳƛǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎ 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ aŀǊȅ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ 
ƳƻǾƛŜέύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ aǳǇǇŜǘǎΩ ŎƻƳŜŘȅΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ The Muppet Show 
featured countless backstage sections where they discussed the running of the show as it 
was hŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǘƻƻΦ 
 
The music is also sensational: ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘƻǇŜ ǎƻΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭΦ 
The songs are written by Bret McKenzie of Flight Of The Conchords fame and fans of that 
band/TV show will hear some definite Conchordian elements to many of them. Indeed, 
'Man Or Muppet', the song that won McKenzie an Oscar, has a pleasantly similar vibe to 'LΩƳ 
Not Crying' from the first episode of Flight Of The Conchords. 
 
It does have one or two iffy moments. One of the main plot points involves the Muppets 
ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ Ŧǳǎǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǾŜǊ 
Kermit and others desperately trying to find someone as time is running out. Everything is 
seemingly being set up for a special celebrity cameo to appear at the last minute and 
surprise us, but when they eventually settle for a celeb who already appeared at the start of 
the movie it feels a little cheap and is a bit of a let-down. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ world, mind you, and is merely a disappointing drop in an ocean of 
joy. The Muppets is essential viewing for everyone, because it wonderfully introduces these 
fantastic characters to those too young to know them, while also ensuring it does justice to 
their heritage and history for long-time fans to feel like this is a suitable end to their 
journey. And the ending is a pleasantly refreshing surprise too (at least until the film bottles 
it and quickly squeezes in a more conventional conclusion during the end credits). 
 
Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ The Muppets five out of five is because, for whatever 
reason, of the literally hundreds and hundreds of popular and obscure Muppets who all 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ wƻōƛƴΣ YŜǊƳƛǘΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƴephew and coincidentally my 
ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭȅ ōƛŀǎŜŘ ƻŦ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎƛǘŜ ǎƻ ƴȅŀŀŀƘΦ 
 
Four and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Muppets is available on DVD and Blu-ray in all regions. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Although the vast majority of Muppets feature in the film, there was fairly major outcry 
from the fans (including me, hence above) when it became clear that neither Rizzo the rat or 
Kermit's nephew Robin were in it. This was remedied with a clever cameo in the sequel, 
Muppets Most Wanted, in which Rizzo appears and points out that older characters aren't 
getting much attention, before leaving with Robin, who lets out a dejected sigh. 
 



ω Speaking of the sequel, its name was Muppets... Again all the way through production and 
was only changed to Muppets Most Wanted shortly before release. This makes for an 
awkward situation in the film in which, at the end of the first song, Walter suggests they 
name their movie Muppets... Again. Whoops. 



Nazis At The Centre Of The Earth (2012) 
 
Director: Joseph J Lawson 
 
Starring: Dominique Swain, Jake Busey, Joshua Allen, Christopher Johnson 
 
Also known as: Bloodstorm (UK DVD) 
 
άCome on, you bobble-headed zombie Nazi son of a bitch! Fick dich!έ 
 
LΩǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ¢ƘŜ !ǎȅƭǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜlightfully shameless film studio that have 
no qualms about constantly releasing low-budget rip-offs of popular films to trick confused 
mothers at video rental stores (Snakes On A Train, Paranormal Entity and Atlantic Rim spring 
to mind). 
 
With said rental stores on the way out though, The Asylum have instead seemingly switched 
their focus to original movies, albeit completely ridiculous ones. 
 
Recently they struck gold with Sharknado, the does-what-it-says-on-the-ǘƛƴ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ 
bonkers it ended up trending on Twitter in the UK when it aired on SyFy. This one, though, 
may have taken things a little too far. 
 
[Ŝǘ ƳŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ CƻǊ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘΣ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ 
ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ {ŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǎŀȅΥ 
ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŎƘŀǇǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƴƎŜƴǘ ŀƴǘƛ-ŘǊǳƎǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŦǳŎƪŜŘ ƛǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǾŜǊΦέ 
 
The film opens with two scientists (Joshua Allen and ex-Lolita starlet Dominique Swain) 
drilling through the ice in Antartica. They soon come across a hidden tunnel which drops 
ǘƘŜƳ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŦŜŜǘ όǎƻ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŜƴǘŜǊ hŦ ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩ ǘƘŜƴύ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜƳ 
outside a massive underground complex. 
 
This is no ordinary underground compleȄΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ 
run by Nazis. Not modern day citizens who have decided to follow the Nazi way of life, mind 
you, but the actual same Nazis from the 1940s. 
 
[ƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƭŀōǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀy to stay alive all these years 
ōȅ ƎǊŀŦǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎƪƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŀƛŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ IŀƴƎ 
ƻƴ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚ 5ŀ Řŀ ŘǳƳƳƳΦ 
 
Worried that their colleagues have gone missing, another group of scientists (led by Gary 
.ǳǎŜȅΩǎ ǎƻƴ WŀƪŜύ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǳƳōƭƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴƴŜƭ 
themselves. Entering the German complex they meet Dr Josef Mengele. 
 
LŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘΦ LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΣ ƘŜΩǎ the real-
ƭƛŦŜ Ψ!ƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ 5ŜŀǘƘΩ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜŘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜ 



ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛƭƭŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘƛǘ ǎŎƛ-fi movie. 
 
/ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ aŜƴƎŜƭŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǇǳǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ΨǇǳǎƘΩ L ƳŜŀƴ ΨƧŀƳ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ƻǊǇƘŀƴΩǎ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ŦŀŎŜΩΦ 
 
The scientists are told they have to work with the Nazis and help them with their 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ ōŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƪƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎκǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƭƛƴŜΦ 
Naturally, some object, and things get nasty. 
 
! ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΥ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƎǊƛǎƭȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳ 
might want to skip forward a bit. 
 
Three of the girls are sent to the shower room (remember, under the supervision of the guy 
from Auschwitz). In a completely uncalled for scene, one of them is stripped and raped by 
six Nazi zombies. 
 
Another reveals to Busey ς ǿƘƻΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀgreed to help the Nazis ς ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ 
with his child. He apologises and punches her in the face. The next scene ς and this is no 
word of a lie ς sees her awake and screaming while Busey and a Nazi abort her foetus and 
take its stem cells. 
 
Those stŜƳ ŎŜƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƭΣ ƛƴǎŀƴŜ ŀŎǘΣ ŀǎ .ǳǎŜȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
bring to life ς and let me make sure I use the correct technical term here ς a FUCKING 
a!{{L±9 wh.h¢ IL¢[9wΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ƳŜŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŜŀŘ ŀǘtached. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Nazis At The Centre Of The Earth ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǘƘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ōƻǘƘΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
 
¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ǌƻōƻǘ IƛǘƭŜǊ ŦƛǊƛƴƎ ƭŀǎŜǊ ōŜŀƳǎ ŀǘ ƘŜlicopters (bet those who skipped the 
spoilers are wondering where the fuck robot Hitler came from), but also have Josef fucking 
aŜƴƎŜƭŜ ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ǉƛǎǎ-ǘŀƪŜΣ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ōƻǘƘΦ 
 
Ultimately, the film suffers due to its insistence on controversial scenes. Its title and its 
ǎǘǳŘƛƻΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƭƭƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
they do eventually get it they have to sit through a number of extremely uncomfortable 
moments to get there. 
 
LΩƳ ǘƻǊƴΣ ǘƘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌƻōƻ-Hitler is among the best work The Asylum has ever 
released, offering plenty of CGI-fuelled action at its silliest. But the second act is so poorly 
ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǎƻ ƻŦŦŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻmmend it as a must-watch. 
 
Two out of five 
 
How to see it  



Nazis At The Center Of The Earth can be found on DVD and Blu-ray in both the UK and US. In 
the UK it's got the alternative title of Bloodstorm though it does occasionally also play on 
the British version of SyFy with its original name. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω I don't want to get nitpicky but I really shout reiterate that a tunnel hundreds of feet into 
the ground is nowhere near the 'Centre Of The Earth', so if you watch this expecting 
magma-encrusted Nazis from the Earth's core, I think you're going to be disappointed. Mind 
you, if you willingly watch a film with a title like this expecting anything of real value then I'd 
imagine disappointment has a recurring role in the TV show that is your life. 
 
ω Right at the end of the film, after the credits roll, you see Robot Hitler's hand move 
slightly. Could we see a Nazis At The Center Of The Earth 2? Christ, I hope not. 



Not Another Teen Movie (2001 ) 
 
Director: Joel Gallen 
 
Starring: Chyler Leigh, Chris Evans, Jaime Pressly, Eric Christian Olsen 
 
ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘΧ ōǊŀƴŎƘΦ hǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 
Everyone has their guilty pleasures, and Not Another Teen Movie is certainly one of mine.  
While there have been countless atrocious spoof movies released over the years following 
the success of Scary Movie, this piss-ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŜƴ ŦƭƛŎƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ωулǎ ŀƴŘ Ωфлǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
rare few that are actually genuinely funny. 
 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘǎ ǎǇƻƻŦǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇŀǊƻŘȅƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
jokes not sƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƭƳǎΦ 
 
hǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ōƻǘƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŜƴ ŦƭƛŎƪ Ŧŀƴǎ ς ǘƘŜ Ωулǎ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ωфлǎ ƪƛŘǎ ς 
ŀǊŜ ŎŀǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ Ωулǎ ŦƛƭƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ The Breakfast Club, Pretty In Pink, Ferris 
.ǳŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ hŦŦ and tƻǊƪȅΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ωфлǎ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ 10 Things I 
Hate About You, Bring It On, American Pie and Cruel Intentions are also aped. This also 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ Ωулǎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ŏovered by modern 
ōŀƴŘǎΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ōȅ ƭŀǘŜ Ωфлǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ 
 
hŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƻŘȅ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ {ƘŜΩǎ !ƭƭ ¢Ƙŀǘ which forms the basis 
of Not Another Teen Movie's plot. Star quarterback and all-round cool guy Jake Wyler (Chris 
Evans) makes a bet with his friend that he can turn the ugliest girl in a school into the prom 
queen. The 'ugliest' girl chosen (in a school that features an albino hippie, a hunchback and 
conjoined twins among its pupils) is Janey Briggs (Chyler Leigh), a rebellious art-loving girl 
who is quite clearly attractive but is considered ugly because she wears glasses and has a 
ponytail. 
 
Cue a whole bunch of familiar scenes as Jake tries to convince Janey to like him and 
accompany him to the prom. He takes her to a generic teen house party where she jumps 
off the roof into a swimming pool (a la Almost Famous), he tries to seduce her with a 
ǿƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀƳ ōƛƪƛƴƛ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ !ƭƛ [ŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴ Varsity Blues, and his attempt to win her over 
by singing from the bleachers as she takes an art class on the football field is straight out of 
10 Things I Hate About You... though on this occasion his song choice is far less successful. 
 
Then there are the various cameos that should have people chuckling away. Melissa Joan 
Hart (Clarissa Explains It All, Sabrina The Teenage Witch) gives an important lesson on slow 
clapping, Mr T gives some sage football advice and Molly Ringwald gives her true feelings on 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΦ 
 
If you see this on TV or have access to the US version of Netflix and spot it on there, try to 
avoid that nagging doubt that suggests this is going to be an embarrassing pile of pish like 
99% of the other 'hilarious' spoof films directed by 'the guy who made the tea on the Scary 



Movie set'. As one of the few proper efforts released shortly after Scary Movie this is one of 
only a handful of truly decent examples of the genre before it all went to shit. Yes friends, I 
have no shame in saying that I am a fan of Not Another Teen Movie. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Not Another Teen Movie is available on DVD in both the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω I will fight to the death anyone who lumps Not Another Teen Movie in with the other 
abysmal spoof movies that have tried to cash in on Scary Movie over the years. If you dare 
assume that Not Another Teen Movie is in the same bottom-of-the-bargain-bin league as the 
likes of Meet The Spartans, Epic Movie, Superhero Movie, Vampires Suck and (sigh) The 41-
Year-Old Virgin Who Knocked Up Sarah Marshall And Felt Superbad About It, then you're 
about as wrong as pickled onions in ice cream. 
 
ω If you really want to get the most out of Not Another Teen Movie and want to ensure you'll 
get most of the major jokes, watch the following films first: She's All That, The Breakfast 
Club, Varsity Blues, Cruel Intentions, 10 Things I Hate About You, American Beauty, Porky's 
and Ferris Bueller's Day Off. 



Paranormal Activity (2007)  
 
Director: Oren Peli 
 
Starring: Katie Featherston, Micah Sloat 
 
MICAH ς "What if we just get this Ouija board and we find out what it wants and then we 
give it ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀƴǘǎΚ ¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜΦϦ 
 
PSYCHIC ς "Because what it probably wants is Katie." 
 
You wake up in the middle of the night. In the darkness you can just about make out a black 
shadow standing at ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ 
close your eyes but when you open them again the shadow is still there. In a panic, you 
slowly reach down to the side of your bed, being careful not to take your eye off the 
shadow, and grab your phone, turning it on. What little illumination it provides is just 
enough to dimly light the room and reveal... a coat, hanging from the door. Relieved, you lie 
back down again and close your eyes, but something lingers in your head that maybe, just 
maybe, the coat was a trick and the real monster is still quietly and invisibly watching over 
you. 
 
If you can relate to this sort of thing and have experienced similar moments before where 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƭȅ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǘƻ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀt they are, then Paranormal 
Activity may quite frankly scare the shite out of you, despite what the 'big men' say. 
 
You know the sort of people I mean: the ones who pipe up any time The Exorcist is 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άExorcist? IŀΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ... in 
ŦŀŎǘΣ L ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘέΦ 5ŜŜǇ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭȅƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ƻǊΣ ŀǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
important when watching Paranormal Activity. But more on that later.  
 
The film follows Katie and Micah (the actors used their real names), a couple who have just 
moved into a new place having been together for three years. One day Katie decides to tell 
Micah that when she was younger she experienced some paranormal goings-on involving 
ƎƘƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŘŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ 
started happening in their house, such as the lights flickering and whatnot. Rather than 
getting an electrician in, the excited Micah decides to go and buy a video camera so he can 
document everything and pretend to be a ghost hunter. As the days pass, these incidents 
become more regular and more extreme, until it becomes clear that the otherworldly being 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎǎƭŜŘ YŀǘƛŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎΩǳƴ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
kicking the haunting up a notch. 
 
As you may have guessed by the whole video camera thing, Paranormal Activity is one of 
those 'found footage' jobbies in the style of The Blair Witch Project, Troll Hunter and 
Cannibal Holocaust ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 



events actually happened. It opens with a message of thanks to the parents of the two lead 
characters for their co-operation, and closes with a simple copyright message with no 
credits whatsoever as if to suggest nobody 'worked' ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 
couple shot themselves. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ case, of course, but Paranormal Activity ƛǎ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
really be paying attention to the camerawork to realise this, meaning the vast majority of 
ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ YŀǘƛŜ ŀƴŘ aƛŎŀƘΦ 
 
LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ YŀǘƛŜ in particular who truly helps Paranormal Activity feel authentic. Since 
aƛŎŀƘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǘΩǎ YŀǘƛŜ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
screen time and she does a wonderful job. It may sound like an insult that she never seems 
lƛƪŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘ L Ŏŀƴ Ǉŀȅ ƘŜǊ: ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΣ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ crucial authenticity. 
 
The other thing handled masterfully in Paranormal Activity is its structure and pace. Fairly 
early on the film makes its intended pattern clear to the audience: ǘƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŘŀȅǘƛƳŜ 
scenes where Katie and Micah interact with each other and build our emotional investment 
in them, followed by night scenes where spooky shit will happen, followed by more daytime 
scenes where Katie and Micah discuss what happened the night before. This may seem like 
ŀ ōƻǊƛƴƎΣ ǊƛƎƛŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀlly cleverly designed to focus your attention on other 
things. 
 
In fact, the whole film is laid out in a way to make sure your attention is fully directed at 
what it wants you to be looking at. At night the camera is put up on a shelf and overlooks 
the whoƭŜ ŘŀǊƪŜƴŜŘ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ 'night time = ghost 
time' then your entire attention is focused on every tiny aspect of the room: ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴƛǎŜ 
every shadow, every hard-to-make-out shape, every slight movement for signs of ghostly 
presence. 
 
{ǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳΣ ǎǉǳƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǎǉǳƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊating that hard your senses 
are heightened, meaning when something does happen ς and unlike Blair Witch it does 
actually happen regularly, be it in the form of a moving door, footprints appearing on the 
floor, bedsheets moving or even loud roars and bangs coming from downstairs ς the fear is 
greatly amplified. 
 
[ŀǘŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ 'daytime is fine, night-time is scary' routine, it 
shakes things up and creepy stuff starts happening in broad daylight. A Ouija board bursts 
into flames, a photograph smashes itself, and it slowly dawns on the audience that 
everything they thought they knew was wrong: after setting its own rules and waiting for us 
to accept and trust in them Paranormal Activity has broken them, betraying our trust and 
ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎŜƴƛǳǎΦ 
 



LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƛƭƳ. aƛŎŀƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƛƴŘ 
ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀ hǳƛƧŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ YŀǘƛŜΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
there to advance the story, it does make it harder to feel sympathetic towards the far more 
ƭƛƪŜŀōƭŜ YŀǘƛŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƭƭƻŎƪǎΦ 
 
The ending (the main theatrical one at least) is also a little disappointing, making use of CGI 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŜŀǇ ǎŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
annoying 'screamer' YouTube videos. For a film that so expertly delivers its suspense slowly 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜǎƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ cheap tactics right at the end for 
a generic Hollywood-style 'final scream'. That said, it does have two other endings (one 
involving the police and another with a throat-ǎƭƛǘǘƛƴƎύ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
really fare much better, so maybe this ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
satisfying manner. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ Paranormal Activity, please do yourself a favour and watch it under 
the optimal conditions: lights out, sound up, no other distractions. If you watch this film 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻǊ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
really paying attention, the impact will be lost. This is a film that requires your full attention 
and really needs you to be studying every centimetre of its screen during the night scenes, 
so in order to get the most out of it you need to have a completely silent environment, the 
lights completely off and the sound up high enough that you can hear the slight buzz from 
the camera during the night scenes. Watch it like that and you will be terrified, no matter 
how much you lie about it to your pals afterwards. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Due to its huge worldwide success, Paranormal Activity can be found dirt cheap these days 
on DVD and Blu-ray. Unlike The Blair Witch Project, this film was shot on a hi-def video 
camera so Blu-ray does make a difference. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The number of films with the word 'Paranormal' in the title released since Paranormal 
Activity is fairly shocking. Some of the more shameless examples in the past couple of years 
include Paranormal Entity, Paranormal Diaries, Paranormal Incident, Paranormal Captivity, 
Paranormal Asylum, Paranormal Adoption and Paranormal Xperience 3D. 
 
ω Paranormal Activity is the most profitable film of all time in terms of percentage of return 
on initial investment. Paramount acquired the rights to the film for $350,000 and it ended 
up making $193 million. 



Paranormal Activity 2 (2010 ) 
 
Director: Tod Williams 
 
Starring: Sprague Grayden, Brian Boland, Molly Ephraim, Katie Featherston, Micah Sloat 
 
ά²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘΦ LŦ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǿƛƴΦέ 
 
After the success of The Blair Witch Project, the inevitable sequel followed. Rather than 
sticking with what worked and going with another low-budget handheld camera effort, the 
filmmakers went with a big $15 million production that felt nothing like the original. It was a 
ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŧŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ƘŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ όǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ƛǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ 
another review). No doubt with this in mind, the makers of Paranormal Activity instead 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛȄ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ Paranormal Activity 2 is more or 
less the same as the first movie. 
 
hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
whole thing captured on home video cameras (with security cameras chucked into the mix 
too this time). Once again weird shit starts going down, and once again it seems clear that 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻƴ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
Unfortunately, Paranormal Activity 2 seems to lose something that the original had: the 
sense of intimacy that made it so powerful. Whereas the original film simply consisted of a 
couple moving in together for the first time, using a single store-bought camera to record 
the weird goings-on that have started to happen, this time so many new elements are 
introduced to try and add some variety. Instead though, they just make the situation more 
complicated.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ couple moving to a new home. Plus 
their baby. Plus their their 14-year-ƻƭŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦ tƭǳǎ 
their dog. Plus their Spanish maid. Plus the house has loads of security cameras installed. 
tƭǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ōƛƎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǿith a swimming pool. Plus the couple from the original 
film are back (this is mainly a prequel), as it turns out Katie is the sister of the new female 
protagonist. 
 
{ƻ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘƘŜƭŘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ 
that has eight characters, one handheld camera and a house full of security cameras. While 
the film manages to do a good job of keeping the same atmosphere as the original to a 
ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘǊŀŎk of, 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
for the tiny, subtle details that made the original so terrifying. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ǎƘƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ŦŜŀǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ 
every time they see it. The original had the famous shot of the bedroom, with the night-
vision cam overlooking the entire room and just glimpsing the hallway, where the audience 
were subconsciously guided to fix their eyes firmly each time they heard footsteps coming 



up the stairs. It was clear that any time we saw the bedroom there could be trouble. This 
ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƻƭ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŜǇȅ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻƻ 
much to keep an eye on. 
 
Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŘŘƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǿǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 
original film. While the first 50 minutes of the sequel pass without much incident, once it 
ƎŜǘǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǎǘŀƛǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
crib, the dog getting attacked, a ridiculous shaky-cam scene in the basement reminiscent of 
.REC and a big scare moment involving kitchen drawers and cupboards. Yet despite all this I 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǎƻǳƴŘƭȅ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
the original. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎƛƴƎΩ ǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ǘƻƻΦ !ǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊesting starts to happen 
ǳƴǘƛƭ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƳǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
original film by starting off with peaceful nights and slowly ramping up the tension night by 
night, but it takes things too far by offering tƻƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ 
the same still shot of the pool for the eighth time it slowly begins to dawn on you that 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ-building. 
 
This suspicion is confirmed when ultimately nothing happens in the pool, other than a hokey 
'revelation' that the pool cleaner equipment slides out the pool each night. Even then we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
film: instead we have to watch it over the shoulders of the characters as they check back the 
security footage. 
 
If nothing else, Paranormal Activity 2 is proof that its predecessor was just the perfect blend 
of shocks and subtlety. Much like a game of Buckaroo, by trying to add too many things to 
the mix it just ends up all over the place. Despite an interesting final ten minutes, which act 
as both a prologue and epilogue to the original film, this is a shadow of the first Paranormal 
Activity. And just a normal shadow, not a creepy demon shadow. 
 
Two out of five 
 
How to see it  
Paranormal Activity 2 is out on DVD and Blu-ray. As with the original, the handheld stuff is 
filmed on an HD camcorder so the Blu-ray really does make a difference at times, but the 
introduction of blurry security camera footage makes it a little less essential. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω To date, Paranormal Activity 2 holds the record for the biggest US opening weekend for a 
horror film ever, earning $41.5 million. Given that it cost $3 million to make and promote, 
it's no wonder Paramount keeps churning them out. 
 
ω Brian De Palma, the director of Carrie, was originally considered to direct the sequel. That 
would have been pretty bloody interesting. 



Pee-×ÅÅȭÓ "ÉÇ !ÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ (198 5) 
 
Director: Tim Burton 
 
Starring: Paul Reubens, Elizabeth Daily, Diane Salinger, Mark Holton 
 
PEE-WEE ς "¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘǘŀ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ 5ƻǘǘƛŜΦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
understand." 
 
DOTTIE ς "L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ" 
 
Though he was something of a household name in America during the 1980s, Pee-wee 
Herman was never really that famous in the UK. This is no doubt because his much-loved 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ Pee-ǿŜŜΩǎ tƭŀȅƘƻǳǎŜ was never given the national exposure as it was in the 
States, instead relegated to an early-morning spot on then-obscure satellite channel 
bƛŎƪŜƭƻŘŜƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ {ƪȅΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ 
was popular enough to spawn two films (this and Big Top Pee-wee) with a brand new third 
one on the way courtesy of Judd Apatow. 
 
Pee-ǿŜŜΩǎ .ƛƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ tells the story of man-child Pee-wee Herman (Paul Reubens) and 
his quest to find his missing bike. Pee-wee is obsessed with gadgets and gizmos, and his 
house ƛǎ ƭƛǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǿŜƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŘ 
bike that he holds dearest to his heart, much to the annoyance of his rich neighbour Francis. 
After heading into town and popping into a local joke shop Pee-wee returns to discover his 
ōƛƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘƻƭŜƴΦ IŜŀǊǘōǊƻƪŜƴΣ ƘŜ Ǿƻǿǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
justice. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ tŜŜ-wee Herman, the character may at first seem a little odd. From his 
squeaky voice to his bizarre array of laughs, youΩŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ 
you watch him brush his teeth with an oversized toothbrush then completely cover his face 
with sticky tape. His childish sense of humour soon grows on you though, and by the time 
ƘŜΩǎ ŎǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭōƻȅ-level άL ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƳ Lέ ƧƻƪŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘƛƭȅ ŎƘǳŎƪƭƛƴƎ 
away with him. 
 
The film is essentially a series of set-pieces as Pee-wee finds himself travelling across 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ōƛƪŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜȄŀǎ όŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀƳƻ by a 
ƘŀŎƪ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎύΦ hƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƘŜΩǎ ƘƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜǊ ŦǳƎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 
ƘŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴǎŜǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ŘƛƴƻǎŀǳǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿŀƛǘǊŜǎǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜǊ ƘǳƎŜ ŦƛŀƴŎŞ ǿŀƛǘǎ 
ŀƴƎǊƛƭȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ IŜƭƭΩǎ !ƴƎŜƭǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
attempt to win them over and avoid a kicking. 
 
!ǎ ¢ƛƳ .ǳǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŘŜōǳǘ Pee-ǿŜŜΩǎ .ƛƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ is missing much of the dark and 
gothic imagery that his later work would become synonymous with, but there are still the 
odd scenes that are clearly Burtonesque. The sequence in which Pee-wee dreams of his bike 



being stolen by a bunch of evil clowns and then dunked in a pool of lava by a massive robot 
is one such example of future Burton shining through. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǘǿŜnty minutes are brilliant slapstick humour as Pee-wee finds himself being 
chased by guards through Warner Bros Studios and causing trouble in all sorts of movie sets 
ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳ ǎƘƻƻǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΣ ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
filmmakers Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ άŦǳŎƪ ƛǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ƳŜƴǘŀƭέΦ 
 
Despite its age and its deliberately childish sense of humour, Pee-ǿŜŜΩǎ .ƛƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ is a 
hilarious film that still manages to hold its own. As the first ever Burton-Elfman 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
this is a treat. Perhaps if more people in the UK had seen Pee-ǿŜŜΩǎ .ƛƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ or his TV 
ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ 
a cult favourite on these shores and one you should certainly check out if you fancy a laugh. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
You can get Pee-wee's Big Adventure on DVD or Blu-ray in the US but in the UK it can't be 
bought standalone. The only way to get it in Britain is as part of the Tim Burton Collection 
box set (on either Blu-ray or DVD), which contains the film as well as Batman, Batman 
Returns, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Sweeney Todd, Corpse Bride, Mars Attacks and 
Beetlejuice. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω It saddened me (though didn't completely surprise me) to find out that the shopping 
district Pee-wee visits near the start of the film  has completely changed in appearance since 
the film was shot. There's a YouTube video doing the rounds that shows what everything 
looks like now. Sadly, Chuck's Bike-O-Rama ς the bike shop that plays a pivotal role in the 
film ς is now a mobile phone shop. 
 
ω Paul Reubens went on to star as Pee-wee in another film ς Big Top Pee-wee ς but although 
these films are what he's best known for in the UK, in the US he was more famous for Pee-
wee's Playhouse. I used to be obsessed with this kids' TV show (which aired early in the 
morning on the UK version of Nickelodeon way back in its first few months), which saw 
man-child Pee-wee piss around in a house filled with talking furniture. The set design was 
bizarre, and it's little wonder: a young Rob Zombie was a production assistant on the show. 



Phantom Of The Paradise (1974 ) 
 
Director: Brian De Palma 
 
Starring: William Finley, Paul Williams, Jessica Harper, Gerrit Graham 
 
ά[ƻƻƪΣ tƘƛƭōƛƴΦ L ŀƳ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ bƻǿΣ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L Ǝƻǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƛƎƘǘΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘow. Now gangway.έ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ Ωтлǎ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ Carrie ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ .Ǌƛŀƴ 5Ŝ tŀƭƳŀ ƛǎ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
if you were somehow able to execute a bizarre four-way cross-breed between The Phantom 
Of The Opera, Faust, The Picture Of Dorian Gray and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
 
Now, this one has a hell of a lot going on during the first 45 minutes so bear with me here, 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴȅ Ǉƭƻǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭΦ 
 
The film stars lanky, pop-eyed William Finley as Winslow Leach, a singer and composer 
trying to make it big in the music industry. 
 
One night, while performing as a support act for doo-wop rock & roll nostalgia act The Juicy 
Fruits ς who he despises, incidentally ς Winslow catches the ear of famed record producer 
Swan (played by singer-songwriter Paul Williams). 
 
{ǿŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ²ƛƴǎƭƻǿΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƘŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΣ 
ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ²ƛƴǎƭƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΚ Iƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ-hand man takes 
²ƛƴǎƭƻǿΩǎ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŦƻōōƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛse that Swan will get back to him 
regarding a possible record deal. 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘŜŎǊŀǎƘ {ǿŀƴΩǎ Ƴŀƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ²ƛƴǎƭƻǿ ƳŜŜǘǎ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ όSuspiria's Jessica Harper), who is auditioning to 
sing his song at the opening night of the Paradise. 
 
Unhappy that his song is being used without his credit, Winslow tries to complain but is 
ōŜŀǘŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ {ǿŀƴΩǎ ƘŜƴŎƘƳŜƴ ŀƴŘΣ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘǊǳƎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜόΗύ 
in Sing Sing prison. 
 
This is where it starts to get a bit silly. After six months in Sing Sing ς during which time all 
his teeth have been removed and replaced with steel ones as part of a Swan-funded 
experiment ς Winslow hears one of his songs on the radio being sung by the Juicy Fruits. 
 
DƻƛƴƎ ōŜǊǎŜǊƪΣ ƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ŀ ƎǳŀǊŘΣ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ {ǿŀƴΩǎ 5ŜŀǘƘ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ 
ƭŀōŜƭ Iv ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ WǳƛŎȅ CǊǳƛǘǎΩ ŀƭōǳƳǎΦ 
 
An accident with a record press, however, results in Winslow melting half of his face and, 
fleeing from the police, he plunges himself into a river, presumed dead. But obviously not 



actually dead because that would be a bullshit movie (not to mention an extremely short 
one). 
 
Eager for revenge, the hideously scarred Winslow (now wearing a helmet) heads to the 
balcony of the Paradise and tries to kill the Juicy Fruits (now known as the Beach Bums) with 
a bomb while they rehearse for the opening night. Swan confronts Winslow and cuts him a 
deal. 
 
²ƛƴǎƭƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΥ ŦƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ Řick and try to sabotage the 
tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΩǎ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ {ǿŀƴ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
night. 
 
Lƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ {ǿŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŜǘ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ²ƛƴǎƭƻǿ ǿŀƴǘǎύΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ 
also give Winslow the recording contract he wants, promising to use all manner of 
electronic gizmos and doo-dahs at the studio to restore his original singing voice. 
 
tƘŜǿΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻƛƭ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ 
the craziness that ensues. 
 
Without going into too much detail, Phantom Of The Paradise continues to introduce a 
variety of mental plot points and other bizarre asides, including a deal with the devil, a 
vampire-themed band who cuts off fake limbs while performing, magical ageing 
photographs and a glam-rock junkie singer called Beef. 
 
All of this is presented in typical Brian de Palma fashion, with all manner of weird and 
wonderful camera angles and, at one point, his signature split-screen effect (more famously 
used later in Carrie). 
 
Being a musical, the film also packs a number of songs into its 90-minute runtime. These 
ǎƻƴƎǎ όŀƭƭ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ {ǿŀƴ ŀŎǘƻǊ tŀǳƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎύ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ŎŀǘŎƘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘose in other 
ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǇŀŎŜ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΦ 
 
HoweveǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǘƛƴƪŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŦǊŜǎƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀŎǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tƘƻŜƴƛȄΣ ²ƛƴǎƭƻǿΣ ǘƘŜ 
Juicy Fruits, the aforementioned Beef and said vampire band. 
 
Acting-wise, the performances are fairly solid throughout, with the star of the show 
ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ DŜǊǊƛǘ DǊŀƘŀƳ ŀǎ .ŜŜŦΦ IŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŦƻǊ мр ƻǊ нл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǎ 
consistently hilarious during this time with his overblown ultra-campnes leading to 
numerous laugh-out-loud moments. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ tƘŀƴǘƻƳ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŜƴŘǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ƴƻǘ 
necessarily for all the right reasons. 
 
William Finley puts in a solid stint as Winslow, but as soon as the helmet goes on he starts 
putting on the most ƻǾŜǊƭȅ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ 
asked to endure continuous shots of him looking aghast and agape at the drop of a hat. 



 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ Phantom Of The Paradise, and while it 
may not have developed the same cult following as the likes of Rocky Horror ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ 
fantastically eccentric film that you really have to see. 
 
Interestingly, as a side-note, the film did inspire two young boys who, after becoming 
friends when they were thirteen, ended up seeing the film more than twenty times in the 
cinema. 
 
9ƴŀƳƻǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƘŀƴǘƻƳΩǎ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭƳŜǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ 
similar outfit for their electro house music performances. You might have heard of them: a 
littl e-known French duo called Daft Punk. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Phantom Of The Paradise was recently released on Blu-ray in the UK by the ever-reliable 
Arrow Video, complete with nearly three hours of interesting extras including an hour-long 
interviŜǿ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ tŀǳƭ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ DǳƛƭƭŜǊƳƻ 5Ŝƭ ¢ƻǊƻΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻ 5±5 ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦ !ǎ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 5±5Σ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ 
20th Century Fox. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If you're a fan of Phantom Of The Paradise you may feel at home living in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada. The film was a massive flop when it was first released theatrically but, 
bizarrely, Winnipeg was the only place in North America where it was a success, staying on 
cinema screens for months after others ditched it. 
 
ω The film features a band that keeps reinventing itself over the course of the story. At the 
start of the movie they're doo-wop band The Juicy Fruits but later on they switch to surf 
music and become the Beach Bums. After Swan attempts to murder them, they then change 
again, this time to glam/Goth band The Undeads. 



0ÌÅÁÓÅ $ÏÎȭÔ %ÁÔ -Ù -ÏÔÈÅÒ ɉρωχσ) 
 
Director: Carl Monson 
 
Starring: Buck Kartalian, Lynn Lundgren, a load of other people shagging 
 
HENRY ς "WelƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛng!" 
 
EVE ς "Never heard of a plant getting arrested, have you?" 
 
Henry Fudd (which is an even more appropriate name in Scotland) is a weird bastard. He 
spends his lunch break spying on couples having sex, then after work he goes back home, 
where he lives with his possessive mother, and locks himself in his room, the walls of which 
are covered with pages of porno magazines. Oh, and he has a plant called Eve that eats 
people. 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ 5ƻƴΩǘ 9ŀǘ aȅ aƻǘƘŜǊ is essentially a low-budget rip-off of Little Shop Of Horrors, only 
όŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ 'Sexploitation King' Harry Novak) with more sex scenes and less quality. 
9ǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƻŦŦ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƛƴȅ ǎŀǇƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ IŜƴǊȅ ŦŜŜŘǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
ƎǊƻǿƴ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜȄȅ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ ¢he plant asks Henry to bring him 
increasingly larger food, starting with flies and upgrading to frogs, dogs and eventually 
people, including ς you guessed it ς IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ όof course, it 
already had), but tƭŜŀǎŜ 5ƻƴΩǘ 9ŀǘ aȅ aƻǘƘŜǊ is a bucket of pish. Buck Kartalian is a bizarre 
actor to watch: ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŜǎȅ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ but he makes some 
truly odd facial expressions, constantly chewing the scenery (literally, at times). 
 
¢ƘŜ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΩ όŀƴŘ L ƳŜŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭύ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇƭŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǇŀǇƛŜǊ-mâché creation 
and its movement is so limited (its mouth ƳƻǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘύ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŝŀǘǎ ƛǘǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ 
off-camera (complete with over-the-top slurping sound effects and unconvincing whimpers 
from the victim). 
 
5ƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǊƴƻ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘŀƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
this film for seemingly no reason, and it goes surprisingly far too (you see a half-hearted 
hand-job at one point). It contributes nothing to the plot whatsoever, meaning we have to 
keep seeing shots of Henry watching them every ten seconds, gurning and grinning like a 
five-year old watching Iron Man. 
 
Ultimately, this is the worst thing about tƭŜŀǎŜ 5ƻƴΩǘ 9ŀǘ aȅ aƻǘƘŜǊ. It tries to be a number 
ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
comedy it suffers by not ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǳƴƴȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǘ 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŎŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘŜǎǘΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇƻǊƴƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǊƴƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƳōŜŎƛƭŜ 



aŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǾŜǊǘ ǎƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻƻ όLΩŘ 
imagine). 
 
This is sadly another case of a low-ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǘƛǘƭŜΦ 
²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ƛts plant monster and some of 
the sans-clothes 'actresses' ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǊ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿΦ 
 
One and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
tƭŜŀǎŜ 5ƻƴΩǘ 9ŀǘ aȅ aƻǘƘŜǊ is only available in the UK as part of The Harry Novak Collection 
Vol 3 along with ¢ƘŜ tƛƎƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ and The Sinful Dwarf (that guy knew how to 
ƴŀƳŜ ŀ ŦƛƭƳύΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ 5±5 ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ²ŜƛǊŘ ±ƛŘŜƻΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ 
the disc with trailers and other short films as they usually do. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω The similarities to Little Shop Of Horrors are no accident: this was fully intended to be a 
softcore take on Roger Corman's cult classic. 
 
ω Buck Kartalian, who plays Harry Novak, joined the film fresh from a small role in Conquest 
Of The Planet Of The Apes, in which he played a gorilla. 



The Prophecy (1995)  
 
Director: Gregory Widen 
 
Starring: Christopher Walken, Elias Koteas, Virginia Madsen, Eric Stoltz, Viggo Mortensen, 
Moriah Snyder 
 
!ƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎΥ DƻŘΩǎ !ǊƳȅ 
 
άLΩƳ ŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭΦ L ƪƛƭƭ ŦƛǊǎǘōƻǊƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀƳŀǎ ǿŀǘŎƘΦ I turn cities into salt. I even ς when I 
feel like it ς rip the souls from little girls. And from now until kingdom come, the only thing 
you can count on in your existence is never understanding why.έ 
 
!ƴƎŜƭǎΣ ŜƘΚ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ƴǳƛǎŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƙŀppy with being all immortal and that, 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǊǳŘŘȅ ōƛƎ ǿŀǊ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ 
advantage in their holy war. 
 
As luck ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ: the soul of a dead colonel who was, 
by all accounts, a bit of a hard man and a complete prick, as most men who peel the faces 
off Chinese soldiers tend to be. The angels believe that with this soul, they can finally win 
the war in Heaven. 
 
Good angel Simon finds the soul first, and hides it by placing it inside a little girl called Mary. 
Meanwhile, fallen angel Gabriel (Walken) is looking for it too and is perfectly willing to rip 
aŀǊȅ ŀǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ όYƻǘŜŀǎύ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ όaŀŘǎŜƴύ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ bƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀƎŜǎΦ  
 
Christopher Walken is by far the best thing about The Prophecy, and probably the main 
reason the film spawned four ǎŜǉǳŜƭǎ όǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ²ŀƭƪŜƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊύΦ !ǎ DŀōǊƛŜƭ ƘŜΩǎ 
ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ŎǊŜŜǇȅ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǘǊǳŜ ²ŀƭƪŜƴ ǎǘȅƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŜƭƭ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ Lǎ ƘŜ 
ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƘŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ όǘƘŜ άƳƻƴƪŜȅǎέΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳύΣ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƘŜ 
just toyiƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΚ LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǎƻ ǳƴǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎΦ 
 
L ǿƛǎƘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǘΩǎ 5ǳƭƭ /ƛǘȅ ŀƭƭ 
round. Elias Koteas puts in a reasonable shift as the police detective struggling with his own 
lack of faith and his religious past, but you never really feel for him. 
 
Meanwhile, Virginia Madsen puts in more or less the same effort as she did in Candyman, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ άǎƘŜΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ Dƛƭƭƛŀƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴέΣ 
then wishing she was Gillian Anderson, then remembering that Gillian Anderson was pretty 
wooden too, then ultimately deciding that it would still probably have been worth having 
ƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ Dƛƭƭƛŀƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΦ 
 
And doƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘŜŀƭŜǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ aŀǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ 



like the filmmakers just went to a central reservation, found some Native Americans and 
ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ōǳŎƪǎ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ 
souls coming out of children, bodies bursting into flames or cars driving through the side of 
their homes, they just sit in the background not bothering in the slightest. 
 
Luckily, acting aside The Prophecy ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘǎ Ǉƭƻǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǘ 
places its tongue in its cheek from time to time, with funny dialogue keeping things 
entertaining (when Madsen tells Walken to go to Hell, he snaǊƪƛƭȅ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ άIŜŀǾŜƴ ŘŀǊƭƛƴƎΣ 
IŜŀǾŜƴΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ȊƛǇŎƻŘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘέύΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
last-minute addition of Viggo Mortensen who turns up as Lucifer to fuck about with things. 
 
L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊǳǎƘ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ The Prophecy ƛŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ 
Christopher Walken, wars in Heaven or catatonic Native Americans. Walken does save it 
from being a complete borefest but even the inimitable delights of his stop-start dialect 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛal film. 
 
Two out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Prophecy is only available in DVD in the UK, either as a standalone release or as part of 
The Prophecy Collection box set, which also includes the second and third films. In the US 
it's on DVD and Blu-ray, either on its own or as part of the Prophecy Complete Collection 
box set featuring all five films in the series. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω There were a total of five films (to date) in the Prophecy series. If you want to collect them 
all you're looking for The Prophecy, The Prophecy II, The Prophecy 3: The Ascent, The 
Prophecy: Uprising and The Prophecy: Forsaken. 
 
ω Although he doesn't star in too many horror films, Christopher Walken has still dabbled in 
the genre from time to time. He starred in Stephen King's The Dead Zone and was also the 
Headless Horseman in Sleepy Hollow. 



Psycho II (1983 ) 
 
Director: Richard Franklin 
 
Starring: Anthony Perkins, Meg Tilly, Vera Miles 
 
άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ 
 
NOTE: Spoilers for the original Psycho ahead: ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ όƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want to know) who the killer is in the original film. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǉǳŜƭǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊǎΣ ƛǘΩŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
beat Psycho II. Released a massive 23 years after the original Psycho, the only thing even 
more amazing than this hefty gap is that despite the number of years that have passed the 
sequel still sees the return of Anthony Perkins in the lead role of Norman Bates. 
 
Having spent more than two decades in a psychiatric hospital after the incidents of the first 
ŦƛƭƳΣ bƻǊƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƎƻƻŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƳǳŎƘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘŜƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
he committed two murders and start living there again, but there you have it. 
 
In an attempt to integrate him back into society and get him living a normal life again, 
bƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ƎŜǘǎ ƘƛƳ ŀ Ƨƻō ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŘƛƴŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ aŀǊȅ όaŜƎ ΨWŜƴƴƛŦŜǊΩǎ 
{ƛǎǘŜǊΩ ¢ƛƭƭȅύΣ ŀ нл-ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƛǊƭ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōƻȅŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜs. Norman offers her a free 
room at his motel and they become friends. The end. 
 
9ȄŎŜǇǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōƻǊƛƴƎ ŦƛƭƳ ǎƛƴŎŜ Romeo & Juliet II: 
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ {ǘƛƭƭ 5ŜŀŘ. You see, Norman may have been released on good behaviour, but that 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴǳǘǘƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭ ǎƘƛǘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭ ǿƘƻ Ŝŀǘǎ {ƴƛŎƪŜǊǎ 
bars between his predominantly nut-based meals. 
 
bƻǊƳŀƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ ΨaƻǘƘŜǊΩ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
approve of her son hanging around with a young woman and seemingly wants Norman to 
kill Mary. But is he really going mad again, or is someone messing around in the background 
in an attempt to make Norman lose his mind once more? 
 
Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǎ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ seen the original film that Anthony Perkins is 
once again the best thing about Psycho IIΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ IƛǘŎƘŎƻŎƪΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎǘȅƭŜ 
is sorely missed ς ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŦŜŜƭ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ Ωулǎ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƭƛŎƪ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
something truly special ς Perkins is still a treat to watch. 
 
IŜΩǎ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ƘŜ 
ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǘƻǊƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǎƻǳƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
amends but still plagued by the events of 1960. 
 



Psycho II emulates its predecessor in one respect, in that it introduces a fairly big twist long 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ ²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ƭŜŀŘ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎ WŀƴŜǘ [ŜƛƎƘ 
45 minutes in, shocking audiences worldwide, the second sheds a disturbing light on Mary 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ όŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ƳƻǘƘŜǊύ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜΦ 
 
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ όǎǇƻƛƭŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘΗύΣ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
WŀƴŜǘ [ŜƛƎƘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ όǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ±ŜǊa Miles, who also returns from the 1960 original), and 
ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ bƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƳǳƳ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ Ǝƻ ƴǳǘǎΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ƛǘ 
too, but after befriending Norman she begins to feel sorry for him and becomes convinced 
ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ ōŜƎƛns a battle between Mary and her mum, as the former tries to stop 
the latter from turning Norman cuckoo again. 
 
Some may say this twist comes too early, but it does throw an interesting spanner into the 
works as otherwise the easy conclusion to come to would be that Norman has indeed lost it. 
This way a very real element of doubt is introduced. 
 
Psycho II may not have been anywhere near as successful as its iconic predecessor, but that 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƻŘƎȅ ǎŜǉǳŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ Ωулǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀ 
Ωслǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ 
happened to Norman Bates after the first film. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘŀŦǘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǎƛŘŜ όǿƘŜǊŜ bƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǎƘŀƪŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
the first fiƭƳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊƛǾƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŀ ǘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎƛƭƭȅύΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
Ƙƻǿ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ {ȅƭǾŜǎǘŜǊ {ǘŀƭƭƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾƻƭǾŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ-loved character more than two 
decades after its last appearance. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
At the time of writing, the only way to get an in-print version Psycho II in the UK  is by 
buying the Psycho Collection DVD box set, which contains all four Psycho movies. In 
America, there are a few options, including ŀ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 9Řƛǘƛƻƴ .ƭǳ-ray version, a standard 
DVD version and a DVD box set featuring Psycho II, III and IV. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Alfred Hitchcock was known for making cameo appearances in many of his films, so to pay 
tribute to the legendary director Psycho II also features a 'cameo' of sorts. When Norman 
opens the door to his mother's bedroom for the first time, a shadow of Hitchcock's famous 
'profile' silhouette can be seen on the wall. 
 
ω A further four Psycho films were made after this. Psycho III was a continuation of the 
Psycho II storyline whereas Psycho IV: The Beginning was a prequel showing Norman's 
childhood. Then there was an NBC movie in the '80s called Bates Motel - in which Norman's 
former asylum roommate inherits the motel - and the 1998 remake by Gus Van Sant, 
which... well, let's not talk about that because it makes me sad. 



Religulous (2008)  
 
Director: Larry Charles 
 
Starring: Bill Maher 
 
άhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ώȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎϐΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƳƴŜȅǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩs ridiculous. But one man hearing everybody 
ƳǳǊƳǳǊ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΧ ǘƘŀǘ L ƎŜǘΦέ 
 
Bill Maher is no stranger to controversy, but in Religilous he tries to take it to the next level 
by discussing, criticising and mocking every religion he can think of, usually to the faces of 
those deeply involved with said religions. 
 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ LΩƳ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ-time Catholic. I was raised Catholic, went to a Catholic school, 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƻƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
gǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ǇƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǎ L ƭƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ōȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴ: if slavery was 
ƻƪŀȅ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƴƻǿΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ being taught 2000 years 
ago is still valid?  
 
{ƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΣ LΩƳ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀǎ ŀǊŘŜƴǘ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ 
some others are: I generally live my life by some of its teachings (all the 'be good to each 
other' stuff, basicalƭȅύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ LΩƳ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ Ŏƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǾƻǳǘ 
Catholics than me though, or those who are Jewish, Muslim, Mormon or what have you. Bill 
aŀƘŜǊ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ 
 
Religilous sees Maher travelling around the world, meeting with various high-ranking 
religious types and generally criticising their faith, asking them awkward questions and 
butting in every time they try to answer so he can make a wry comment to make them feel 
ŀǿƪǿŀǊŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ dinner and 
telling their whole family their living room smells like dead people. 
 
LΩƳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻƴ-believing Maher does raise a lot of 
good questions and discussion points, but he undermines this by using unfair techniques to 
help enforce his own point. As well as his aforementioned continuous interruptions while 
Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŜǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ 
after the interview is over, and he often deliberately interviews the most extreme divisions 
ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǎ ōŀŘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŀƴ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘΣ ƘŜΩƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŀ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘ ƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
parishioners for large donations. 
 
I generally like .ƛƭƭ aŀƘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ς ŀǎ ƘŜΩǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ς but while Religulous 
ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘƭȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƻƴŜ-sided 
is ultimately ŀ ōƛǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΦ IŜΩǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƘŜ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 



part in the film by telling them it was called A Spiritual Journey and was going to be pro-
religion. 
 
LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƛƳŜ aŀƘŜǊ ƳŜŜǘǎ Ƙƛǎ match ς an anti-
½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ wŀōōƛ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ aŀƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ 
άǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘέ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ς Maher himself storms out of the interview. 
And when he starts to approach the subject of the Muslim faith, the apparently fearless 
Maher suddenly starts pussy-footing around it and is far less critical. 
 
Religulous ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΦ L ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǘƘŜƛǎƳΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǎ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ 
ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ άǿǊƻƴƎέΦ 
 
Is Religulous funny? Yes, it is. Is it worth watching? Yes, if only because it encourages a lot of 
thought and Maher does make some genuinely interesting points at times. But is it a fair 
and respectful documentary about modern faith? Not in the slightest. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
Religulous is available on DVD only in the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω While I'm on a rant against notable figures mocking religion, fuck Ricky Gervais too. While 
I love his work and was as big a fan of The Office and Extras as you could ever hope to find, I 
strongly object to him using his fame to mock Christians on Twitter.  Everyone's entitled to 
their own religious beliefs (or, indeed, to have none) but I hate people who condescend 
those whose beliefs happen to be different. He acts like a 17-year-old who's just discovered 
what atheism is and suddenly thinks he's enlightened. 
 
ω Well, that escalated quickly. 



Resurrecting The Street Walker (2009 ) 
 
Director: Ozgur Uyanik 
 
Starring: James Powell, Tom Shaw, Lorna Beckett 
 
άLΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƛƴŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀōƭŜΦέ 
 
The mockumentary has been done so many times now that it would take something pretty 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ όŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ Troll Hunter). Resurrecting The 
Street Walker manages this on an incredibly low budget and left me very impressed with the 
results, despite it ultimately not being the zombie prostitute film I thought the title was 
promising. 
 
WŀƳŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳŘŘƛƴƎ ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊ ǿƘƻΩǎ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ IŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ 
runner at a small production company in London in the hope that his hard work will 
eventually get him noticed and eventually move him up the filmmaking ladder. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ WŀƳŜǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŜƭǎ ƻŦ The 
Street Walker, a (fake) 1980s video nasty that was ultimately never finished when the cast 
and crew went AWOL. Sensing an opportunity to make a name for himself, James convinces 
his boss to let him film the remaining scenes of The Street Walker and bring it out ŀǎ άǘƘŜ 
ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘέΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ƳŀǘŜ aŀǊŎǳǎΣ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊΣ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ 
a documentary following James as he starts work on his project.  
 
Eventually the pressure starts to get to James and he starts losing his grip a little. The early 
ǎƘƻǘǎ ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǎǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǎǎƛƎƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘƛƴƎΣ ōƻǎǎȅΣ ǎƴƛŘŜ 
assistant (who both despises and is despised by James) to oversee the rest of the 
production. A shoot in a basement goes wrong as something catches fire and the crew is 
trapped underground in darkness while they try to escape. A couple of weeks later, one of 
the actresses dies from an asthma attack. And on top of all this, James and Marcus start to 
get the feeling that the original Street Walker film may have actually been a snuff movie, 
which would explain the absence of the cast and crew. 
 
Despite the low-budget nature of the film, Resurrecting The Street Walker does make for 
ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ ƳǳƳΣ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ǳƴŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎύ ŀƴŘ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-paced throughout, and the ending ς so often a problem point with this genre, as 
Troll Hunter and The Blair Witch Project prove ς is actually really effective and disturbing 
without being gory or gratuitous. 
 
I was pleasantly surprised by Resurrecting The Street WalkerΦ Lǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ cost a lot of 
ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ Ŏŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜǿΣ ǿƘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ 
creepy little mockumentary-within-a-ƳƻŎƪƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƴŎȅ 
something different. 
 



Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
This little beauty is only available on DVD in the UK at the moment: it isn't on Blu-ray and it 
isn't out in the US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If you were hoping for something a little more literal from the title, I instead recommend 
you check out Frankenhooker, an '80s gem in which a lonely chap does indeed resurrect a 
number of street walkers to create a prostitute Frankenstein's monster. 
 
ω Sadly, neither director Ozgur Uyanik nor lead actor James Powell have been involved in 
any other feature films in the five years since this was released. I hope this changes, because 
both showed real promise in this. 



The Ring (2002 ) 
 
Director: Gore Verbinski 
 
Starring: Naomi Watts, Martin Handerson, Brian Cox, David Dorfman, Daveigh Chase 
 
άMy wife was not supposed to have a child.έ 
 
LŜƎŜƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŘƻŘƎȅ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǘŀǇŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ 
ƴƻ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŜǊƛŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΣ 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦorm you that you 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦ {ǳǊŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǇŜΩǎ 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŘƛŜ ŀ ƎǊƛǎƭȅ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
anti-piracy campaigns are getting a little heavy-handed. 
 
Of ŎƻǳǊǎŜ LΩƳ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŜƪȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘȅƪŜΦ LΩƳ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǎŜŘ 
tape in The Ring, the American remake of the cult Japanese favourite Ringu. When journalist 
wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ό²ŀǘǘǎύ ƴƛŜŎŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǳǊ ŘƛŜ ǎeparately at 
ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ wŀŎƘŜƭ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ .ȅ 
watching the tape first to see if the same thing will happen to her, naturally.  
 
Those who know me well will know I have a general dislike for remakes. The vast majority 
lack that certain spark their precursors had, changing what made them special and worth 
remaking in the first place in order to fit them into a more modern or regionally relevant 
setting. The Ring is one of those few examples that, while still not quite managing to live up 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ǊŜƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƴƻǎŜ ǳǇ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŦ 
would if someone had shat in their toaster. 
 
The main difference between the two versions is in the second act. While the Japanese film 
has its female protagonist discovering the story of Sadako, a young girl shunned by society 
for her powers who ultimately uses them for evil purposes to wrong those who punished 
her, the remake instead tells the tale of Samara, a girl who was very much evil in the first 
ǇƭŀŎŜΦ wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ: a farm where 
{ŀƳŀǊŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƘŀǳƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ 
ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦ 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ DƻǊŜ ±ŜǊōƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ .ƻƧŀƴ 
.ŀȊŜƭƭƛΩǎ ŎƛƴŜƳŀǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇŜǊōΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƘƻǘ ōŀǘƘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƻƻŘȅ ōƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǎ ŀnd 
more gloomy, rainy scenes than a Noah biopic. The soundtrack by Hans Zimmer (Gladiator, 
The Dark Knight, The Lion King) is haunting, with its simple nursery rhyme theme repeated 
throughout and creepily sung at times by Samara herself. 
 
Where the remake falls apart a little however is in the way it feels the need to pander to its 
audience. In the original RinguΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŜǘƻƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 



ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ όŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ first 
time or during repeated viewings) will pick up on these images and feel unsettled by them. 
 
The RingΣ ƳŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ όŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎύΣ ǎƻ ǿƘŜƴ wŀŎƘel sees a large ladder 
ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ 'treated' to a flashback of the ladder being shown on the 
ǘŀǇŜΦ {ŀƳŜ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǎ ƻŦ {ŀƳŀǊŀΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ 
the attention of a particularly jumpy horse on a ship. These are only a handful of examples 
in a film that constantly nudges us in the arm and says: άHey, remember? Remember you 
ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΚ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǇŜΚ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΚ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǇŜΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘΚέ 
 
The infamous twist ending is also ruined a little by needless CGI effects and a silly car chase 
scene cut in the middle to break the tension. Without giving too much away, the Japanese 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ 
about to happen it was already hŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ .ȅ 
inserting a car chase scene halfway through, the remake gives the audience a chance to 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ŘƛƎŜǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǎ 
about to happen next. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ǊŜƳŀƪŜΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ The Ring ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
film in terms of atmosphere, mood and subtlety. It certainly comes much closer to its 
ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƪŜǎ Řƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
keen on subtitles or confusing Japanese mythology then this is still a very good alternative. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Ring is available on DVD in the UK, where you can also get it in a two-pack with The Ring 
2. No two-pack in the US but the presence of a Blu-ray version is more than sufficient 
consolation. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω At the time of directing The Ring, Gore Verbinski only had a couple of directing credits to 
his name: Lee Evans comedy Mousehunt and Brad Pitt film The Mexican. It all took off after 
The Ring though, when just one year later he took on directing duties for a small low-budget 
indie film called Pirates Of The Caribbean: The Curse Of The Black Pearl. You may have heard 
of it. 
 
ω As a big Donnie Darko fan, it was odd for me seeing Daveigh Chase (the girl who played 
Donnie's little sister) in the role of the evil Samara. When it gets to the bit where the viewer 
is watching surveillance tapes in which she's being interviewed by psychiatrists, I kept 
expecting her to resort to her Donnie Darko ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ άǿƘŀǘϥǎ ŀ ŦǳŎƪ-ŀǎǎΚέΦ 



The Rise And Fall Of A White Collar Hooligan  (2012)  
 
Director: Paul Tanter 
 
Starring: Nick Nevern, Simon Phillips, Rita Ramnani 
 
ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻƻƭƛƎŀƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƛǘΩs much more complicated than that.έ 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ The Rise And Fall Of A White-Collar Hooligan 
is as much about the ins and outs of football hooliganism as The Simpsons is about the inner 
workings of a nuclear power plant. Yes, you do see the odd spot of layabout soccer yobbery 
ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ пр ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǘƛƳŜΦ Lƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŀōƻǳǘ 
a large-ǎŎŀƭŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘ ǎŎŀƳΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
footbŀƭƭ ƘƻƻƭƛƎŀƴƛǎƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ The Rise And Fall Of An ATM Scammer. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aƛƪŜΣ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǘƘǳƎ ǿƘƻΩǎ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
much money. His far-too-understanding girlfriend is trying her best to keep his spirits up but 
ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ aƛƪŜ 
meets Eddie, an old mate of his, during one of his hooligan outings. Eddie tells him about a 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŘƻŘƎȅ ŘŜŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ make Mike rich if he fancies a piece 
of the action too. 
 
It involves taking hundreds of cloned debit cards and withdrawing a few hundred pounds 
out of each cash machine with them. In time Mike, along with the other guys working 
together on the scheme, will make millions for a mysterious boss man, who in turn will pay 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƛƴ-ǿƛƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
belong to anyone, only the banks are being screwed: and God knows they deserve it, eh? 
 
Naturally, tƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ aƛƪŜ ƛǎ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
and able to live a lavish lifestyle of cocaine and hookers (all while his far too accommodating 
girlfriend looks on concerned), it all eventually goes tits-up, coming to a ƘŜŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ 
nabbed by the police in a foreign country. 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ Ǉƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ The Rise And Fall Of A 
White-Collar Hooligan is just packed with clichéd and uninspiring scenes. Even the poster 
tagline (which is paraphrased in the film, as seen in the quote above) has been churned out 
a million times before. 
 
9ǾŜƴ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŀƴȅ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŜƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ 'protagonist' who is, quite 
ŦǊŀƴƪƭȅΣ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǇǊƛŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƘƻƻƭƛƎŀƴ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ǿŀƴƪŜǊ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘ όƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōǳȅ ƘƛƳ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜΩǎ ǎƪƛƴǘύ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
ŎƘŜŀǘǎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ ŘǊǳƎǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
be behind him? 
 
I just felt empty watchiƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛƭƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŦƛƭƳ 
ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƘƻƻƭƛƎŀƴƛǎƳ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ǘƛǘƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 



ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻ Řǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ōȅ-the-ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ L ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
One and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ waste my time ƛŦ L ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ōƻƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƛǎƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎǊƛƳŜ 
films then knock yourself out: it's on standalone DVD and on Blu-ray in a two-film set with 
its similar rubbish sequel, White Collar Hooligan 2: England Away. UK only, mind, but I 
doubt too many Americans will lose sleep over that. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Inexplicably, in only two years this has already spawned not one, but two sequels. Step 
forward and bow your head in shame, White Collar Hooligan 2: England Away and White 
Collar Hooligan 3. 
 
ω Lead actor Nick Nevern clearly has the hooligan bug, for some reason. Not only did he star 
in this and White Collar Hooligan 2, he went on to star in and direct spoof The Hooligan 
Factory. Yes, there's a spoof film about hooligan movies. What a world we live in. 



Robocop (1987)  
 
Director: Paul Verhoeven 
 
Starring: tŜǘŜǊ ²ŜƭƭŜǊΣ bŀƴŎȅ !ƭƭŜƴΣ YǳǊǘǿƻƻŘ {ƳƛǘƘΣ aƛƎǳŜƭ CŜǊǊŜǊΣ 5ŀƴ hΩIŜǊƭƛƘȅ, Ronny 
Cox 
 
REPORTER ς "Robo! Excuse me Robo, any special message for all the kids watching at 
home?" 
 
ROBOCOP ς "Stay out of trouble." 
 
What can be said about Robocop ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΚ tǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŀǘƛǊƛŎŀƭ 
medieval-themed romp abouǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŎƘŀƴǘŜŘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎǘƛŎƪΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ that 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΦ 
 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘǊƻǿ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŎŜŀƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ 
ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ мфутΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ мтΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ мтΣллмΦ 
 
Robocop is set in a futuristic version of Detroit, where crime is high and the city is in tatters 
(top marks to screenwriters and probable soothsayers Edward Neumeier and Michael Miner 
for their spot-on prediction skills). 
 
Hotshot cop Alex Murphy is transferred to the city to work for the DPD, the privately owned 
ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΩǎ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ 
 
aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ goes noticeably breasts-up almost immediately 
when he heads out on an assignment and finds himself face-to-face with Clarence 
Boddicker, a crime boss who also happens to be a bit of a prick, having already killed 31 
cops. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ Boddicker and his gang, who are a dab hand at offing 
officers, proceed to gun down Murphy, reducing his body to numerous tiny pieces in a 
brutal firearms-based reprise of the Black Knight scene from Monty Python And The Holy 
Grail. 
 
Left with little more tƘŀƴ ŀ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǊǎƻΣ aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ LΩƳ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ-life table 
football character. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ h/tΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŘŜǇŀrtment, is planning 
to use a massive sentry droid called ED-209 to ride Detroit of crime. Sadly, ED-нлфΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ 
boardroom demonstration fails spectacularly when it malfunctions and pumps endless 
bullets into an OCP bigwig in a gratuitous shower of blood. 
 



This leaves room for another exec, Bob Morton, to step in and suggest OCP go with his own 
project: Robocop. The idea is to take cops who have been killed in the line of duty and put 
their head inside a robotic body. 
 
¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾulnerability of a machine, but the mind and smarts of a 
former pro cop. Now, If only there was some sort of police officer who had recently been 
reduced to no more than a mannequin at a wig shop... 
 
aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅ ǇƭƻƴƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ ƳŜǘŀƭƭƛŎ Ƙome, and Robocop is born. Well, 
ōǳƛƭǘΦ 9ƛǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŜǊŀǎŜŘΦ aƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨŀƭƳƻǎǘΩ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ōƛǘΦ 
 
At first it seems making Robocop was a good idea. On just his first night on duty, he stops a 
newsagent from being robbed and prevents an attempted rape. Not too shabby. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ōŀŎƪΦ IŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ 
to be a person, how he used to have a family, and how he was gunned down by Boddicker 
ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩŘ ōŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Lǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ Robocop ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŦƛƭƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ 
of the few 80s action movies that appeals to a relatively wide range of audience sensibilities. 
 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǘƛŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭƳ ōƻȄŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōƛƎ ŜȄǇƭƻǎƛƻƴǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ 
ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ŀ Ǝŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻǳƴŘΚ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƎƻǊȅ ƎǳƴŦƛƎƘǘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŀǘΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ-liners yƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
But crucially, it also speaks on a more intellectual level, with plenty of commentary on the 
likes of business practices, the privatisation of public services and the dumbing down of TV 
news (the hilariously lighthearted way background news reports deal with deadly serious 
world incidents is sadly even more relevant nearly 30 years later). 
 
tŜǘŜǊ ²ŜƭƭŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŀǎ aǳǊǇƘȅ κ wƻōƻŎƻǇΦ hŘŘƭȅΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 
robofied, as he manages to somehow deliver a deliberately wooden and monotone 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ȅŜǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƭƛƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ 
there. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ Robocop ȅŜǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘƛǎǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊ 
and it was releŀǎŜŘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ 
 
.ǳǘ L ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ мфут ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŘŀƳƴ ǎƛƎƘǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
than the remake that, while still entertaining enough, was missing that certain something. 
 
Yes friends, thiǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻƛŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ 
 
Sorry. 
 
Four and a half out of five 



 
How to see it  
Robocop is currently available on both DVD and Blu-ray in the UK and US. You can also get it 
as part of the Robocop Trilogy, also on DVD and Blu-ray. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Keep an eye out for the That Was A Bit Mental Volume 3 ebook, in which I review Robocop 
2 and Robocop 3. Spoilers: neither are as good as the original. And incidentally, though it 
goes without saying, nor is the 2013 remake. 
 
ω Robocop also spawned a bunch of iffy TV series. The second of these, Robocop: Prime 
Directives, consisted of four feature-length episodes which were subsequently released on 
DVD. Look out for Robocop: Dark Justice, Robocop: Meltdown, Robocop: Resurrection and 
Robocop: Crash & Burn if you're interested. 



Robot Wars (1993)  
 
Director: Albert Band 
 
Starring: Don Michael Paul, Barbara Crampton, James Staley, Lisa Rinna, Danny Kamekona 
 
DRAKE ς "LǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳƎƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŎƘƛŜŦΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎt surface troops on the double." 
 
LT PLUNKETT ς "Request denied. Stop acting like a weak sister." 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ мффу ../ ¢± ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ /ǊŀƛƎ 
Charles commentated while a bunch of pale recluses battled their own custom-made 
robots, before fidgeting nervously as the producers cruelly got a beautiful woman to try to 
get an excruciating interview out of them. 
 
No, this is yet another low-budget offering by beloved B-movie studio Full Moon, this time 
pitting two massive mechanical monstrosities against each other while the filmmakers 
cruelly get a beautiful woman to try and solve a mystery in the process. 
 
{ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ 9ȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
cruelty. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ нлпмΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ƭoved have been long 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ ΨbŜǿ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ǿŀǎǘŜƭŀƴŘ ƭƛŜǎ in 
between. 
 
One company offers a tour service that cuts through this wasteland, allowing passengers to 
visit new areas. Oh, and the vehicle theȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōǳǎ ƻǊ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƴ 
enormous robot scorpion. 
 
{ƘƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƘƛŜŦ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŀ ŘŜŀƭ 
with the 'Eastern Alliance': ƘŜΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ aŜƎŀ wƻōƻǘ н ƳƻŘŜƭ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ 
funding to make and upgrade new robots. 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΣ /Ƙƻǳ-Sing, has devious 
intentions. When he gets to take out the Mega Robot 2 for a test drive he suddenly reveals 
his true colours, threatening to destroy everyone as only a large steel scorpion can. 
 
If only there was a man who could stop the evil Chou-Sing, preferably one with rugged good 
looks and a level of self-confidence that would be downright infuriating were he a real 
person. Enter Drake, a walking cliŎƘŞ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ Ωулǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊƻΦ 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ 5ǊŀƪŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻǘǎƘƻǘ Ǌƻōƻǘ ǇƛƭƻǘΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
disagreement with the chief saw him getting booted off the tour run. After Chou-Sing turns 
nasty though, a spot of humble pie munchery from the lieutenant brings Drake back, ready 
to blow up some stereotypical Asians. 



 
Also accompanying Drake is journalist Leda, played by Barbara Crampton, who you may 
remember from Re-AnimatorΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘΦ 
 
Leda tƘƛƴƪǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƻŘƎȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ ±ƛǎǘŀ όǿƘƛŎƘ 
looks suspiciously like LA), so she goes on a tour there and deliberately misses the return... 
ǳƳΣ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ όŦƭƛƎƘǘΚ 5ǊƛǾŜΚ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ǎŎƻǊǇƛƻƴύ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ investigate. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǊƻǘǳƴŘ ŎƘŀǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ǘǳƳǇȅΣ ǿƘƻ 5ǊŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƴƎƳŀƴΦ IŜ 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ƳŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ YȅƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜƴŀŎƛƻǳǎ 5Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŘŜŜǇ ŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƎŜǘǎΦ 
 
Of course, all this pesky storyline nonsense is mere foreplay leading up to the final climactic 
battle between the aforementioned robo-ǎŎƻǊǇƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ǊŀƪŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƳŜŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ aŜƎŀ wƻōƻǘ 
1 (which was deactivated by the company and had been lying underground for years, 
presumably only so someone could activate it and dramatically punch through the ground 
above it in the future). 
 
/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ŦƛƎƘǘǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΦ ! ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ǇǳǇǇŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǇ-
Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ 
laughable territory either. Indeed, the final blow is pretty effective. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ōǊƛǎƪ ǇŀŎŜΣ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ тм ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǊǳƴǘƛƳŜΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘǎ 
needlessly long intro sequence during which it feels like nearly every crew member is given 
their own credit, ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻ Pacific RimΣ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
cheap and cheesy mechanised scrapping then you could do far worse than Robot Wars, 
despite / because of the lack of Craig Charles (delete as applicable). 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Robot Wars was recently released on DVD in the UK by 88 Films. As well as a selection of 
upcoming 88 Films trailers, it also contains the original Full Moon Videozone feature on the 
making of Robot Wars ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±I{ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 
long though, compared to the usual half-ƘƻǳǊ ±ƛŘŜƻȊƻƴŜǎΦ {ǘƛƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ 5±5 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ōǳǘ LΩŘ recommend you instead go for the 
double-bill DVD containing both Robot Wars and the similarly cheesy giant robot movie 
Crash And Burn. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Robot Wars was directed by Albert Band, a legendary low-budget filmmaker. Band started 
his career in the early '50s and then helped his son, Charles Band, set up a production 
company called Empire Pictures. The studio ended up folding in the late '80s, at which point 
Band then formed Full Moon, the iconic B-movie horror studio responsible for the likes of 
the Puppet Master series. 
 



ω Robot Wars is a spritual successor to Robot Jox, a 1989 film directed by Re-Animator 
legend Stuart Gordon. It takes place in a post-WW3 world where war is outlawed and robots 
fight instead. 



The Shrine (2010 ) 
 
Director: Jon Knautz 
 
Starring: Cindy Sampson, Aaron Ashmore, Meghan Heffern 
 
άThere is no retribution.έ 
 
Top tip for any budding filmmakers out there: ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ƭƛƪŜ The Shrine, a film set 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƻƭƛǎƘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭǾŀƴƛŀΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ tƻƭŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
letter V in its language. That said, cultural inaccuracies aside, The Shrine is a half-decent 
horror that starts slow but ultimately ends well. 
 
Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ŀǊƳŜƴΣ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
travelling to Europe and going missing, only for their bodies and luggage to turn up in 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ /ŀǊƳŜƴ ǳǎŜǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ journal to discover 
that they were last seen in Alvania, so she heads there with her photographer boyfriend and 
Sara, her intern. 
 
When they get there they find an odd, dense fog in one section of forest, inside which sits 
an evil-looking statue. After entering the fog and seeing some weird shit, Carmen and Sara 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƻ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ !ƭǾŀƴƛŀ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻƻ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŜǇȅ ŦƻƎΦ 
 
To say too much more about The Shrine ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǇƻƛƭƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǎƻ L ǿƻƴΩǘΦ hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ 
though is that it takes a pretty long time to get going. Once the three are captured things 
pick up a little and a couple of particularly nasty, gory scenes set the tone (tip: if ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
squeamish about sharp things slicing your heels or poking your eyes, it might be best to look 
away).  
 
As the film progresses it seems more and more likely that The Shrine is just going to be a rip-
off of Hostel, what with its remote Eastern European location, its gory murders and its group 
of townsfolk who all seem to be in on some sort of plot to kill tourists. And then, with fifteen 
minutes to go, the film takes a clever twist that makes you question whether the locals were 
so evil after all, and ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀȅōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƪƴŜǿ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ 
 
It also gets a little silly at the end, with daft Exorcist-style shenanigans and certain people 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴƛŎ Ƴǳǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎŀǊȅΣ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ 
of the vampire make-up in Buffy and Angel, since ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
Despite all this, The Shrine is fairly standard stuff for the most part. It does try to make 
things interesting by having the dialogue almost completely in Polish with no subtitles for 
the last 45 minutes or so, though while this was no doubt intended to make the viewer feel 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊǇƭŜȄŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘǎ Řƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ όŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ L ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎcurate anyway). 



 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƛǘ 
Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ Ǝƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƘƻǘΣ ƛǎ 
suitably moody and has a decent score which, amazingly, was recently nominated for a 
Grammy for some reason. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Shrine is available on DVD and Blu-ray in the UK thanks to the wonderful people at 
!ǊǊƻǿ ±ƛŘŜƻΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ !ǊǊƻǿ ǘƛǘƭŜΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƙave a single extra 
feature. Same deal in the US, although it's instead distributed by the oddly named KimStim. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Before he went on to direct The Shrine, Jon Knautz also wrote and directed the 
entertaining Jack Brooks: Monster Slayer, starring Robert 'Freddy Krueger' Englund. 
 
ω I wonder what it'd be like watching this film if you were (or could at least fluently speak) 
Polish. Considering the second half of the film is filled with moments where the natives 
speak without subtitles - creating a sense of confusion and dread by their would-be victims - 
I wonder if the audience feels less tense if that feeling of fear is removed by their ability to 
understand what they're saying. 



Slaughter High (1986)  
 
Directors: George Dugdale, Mark Ezra, Peter Litten 
 
Starring: Caroline Munro, Simon Scuddamore 
 
άThey say he still roams the nuthouse, ever hopeful of a chance to escape, so he can take his 
evil revenge out on us all.έ 
 
After Friday The 13th made the cheap slasher movie popular, a slew of imitators were 
quickly churned out over the following years. One notable example was Slaughter High, 
which was originally called !ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭΩǎ 5ŀȅ but had a quick last-minute title change after it 
was noticed that Paramount had its own film called !ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭΩǎ 5ŀȅ set for release that year.  
 
¢ƘŜ ƳƻƴƛƪŜǊ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǎƻ ƭŀǘŜΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŎŀǊŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŀȅǎ '!ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭΩǎ 
Day' with a hastily added 'AKA Slaughter High' superimposed on the bottom! Turns out 
Slaughter High was a much better title anyway, because not only is it actually set in an 
abandoned high school, you can also do some tinkering with your video box and change the 
title to the far more appropriate Laughter High fairly easily. 
 
Slaughter High begins with a flashback in which the implausibly nerdy Marty (Simon 
{ŎǳŘŘŀƳƻǊŜύ ƛǎ ŎƻŀȄŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ƭƻŎƪŜǊ ǊƻƻƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘƻǘǘƛŜΣ /ŀǊƻƭ ό/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ 
aǳƴǊƻύΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǎŜȄȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ !ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
(sorry, I mean Slaughter High) and Carol and her friends are actually playing an elaborate 
practical joke on him. After an extremely embarrassing incident involving a surprising 
degree of male nudity and inappropriate touching, Marty flees to the emotional security of 
his beloved chemistry lab to continue his school project. Unfortunately, there he becomes 
the victim of another, harsher practical joke, one which sets the lab on fire and leaves Marty 
hideously scarred for life.  
 
Fast-forward five years and we catch up with Carol and the rest of the bully kids, now older, 
wiser and doing their own thing (though they all still look exactly the same: at the age of 37 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƳŜŘΣ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ aǳƴǊƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘύΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŎƘƻol reunion and, eager to meet up 
with their friends again, they all head off to the school. 
 
When they get there they find the school all locked up and fenced in, seemingly abandoned. 
They manage to find their way in there anyway and eventually find a room decorated with 
'welcome back' messages and food so, happy that there seems to be a party after all, they 
ǎǘƛŎƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴŜ ōȅ ƻƴŜΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ aŀǊǘȅΣ 
seeking revenge after all these years? Well, no shit. 
 
Curiously, although Slaughter High was actually filmed in the UK with British actors ς 
Caroline Munro was well-known for her roles in various Hammer horror films, for example ς 
it masquerades as an American film, with all the actors putting on their best American 
ŀŎŎŜƴǘǎΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ŦƛƭƳ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΣ ǎƻ 



ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ 
the occasional shots of English countryside do make that difficult to believe. 
 
Shallow as it sounds, given its target audience a film like Slaughter High lives or dies on two 
things: the quality of the kills and the amount of nudity on show. While the former is of a 
half-decent standard, anyone watching this film in hope of seeing decent helpings of the 
latter (you perverts) will be disappointed and perhaps a little disturbed, because both 
instances of nudity end in horrible disfigurement. Ever taken a bath in acid? Slaughter High 
ǎƘƻǿǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ōŀǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
abandoned school in the first place, mind you. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛŎƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Slaughter High however ς other 
than its biazarre, over-the-top ending, that is ς is the soundtrack, created by the king of 
ƘƛƭŀǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŀŘ ǎŎƻǊŜǎΣ IŀǊǊȅ aŀƴŦǊŜŘƛƴƛΦ IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
the early Friday The 13th ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜŦŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Friday 
The 13th Part 3 ŘƛǎŎƻ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ that the Slaughter High score is 
even worse yet still somehow remains frustratingly catchy. ̧ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴ 
your head then immediately getting angry with yourself for accepting such a shite piece of 
music into your mind. 
 
!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ ƴot filling your brain with pishy music, Manfredini outright steals his own 
musical stings from Friday The 13thΩǎ ǎŎŀǊŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜΦ ²ŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ ŀ ƴŜǊŘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƧŜǎǘŜǊ Ƴŀǎƪ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻƴƎƻƭƻƛŘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻŎkey 
ƳŀǎƪΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ Friday The 13th film. 
 
Slaughter High is a fun example of mid-80s slasher cheese. It sticks to all the typical horror 
rules, taking them to extreme levels at times (we know if you get naked you die in these 
ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƛǘ ƻƴΚύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ-so-
ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ōŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
time well enough. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Slaughter High got a fancy DVD special edition in the UK last year courtesy of Arrow Video. 
Americans have to make do with a slightly less spectacular DVD. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω One tragic little afternote that may affect your enjoyment of the film as you watch it: 
Simon Scuddamore, the British actor who played the lead role of Marty, committed suicide 
at the age of 28 shortly after the film was released. This does make it a little harder to watch 
and makes the odd ending seem even more sinister when you consider the mental demons 
the real actor was suffering at the time. 
 
ω If you're in the UK and fancy visiting the school from Slaughter High, you'll actually need to 
travel to two different locations. Its exterior is Holloway Sanatorium in Surrey, while the 
interior was filmed at St Marylebone Grammar School in Westminster. 



Sleepaway Camp II: Unhappy Campers (1988)  
 
Director: Michael A Simpson 
 
Starring: Pamela Springsteen, Renee Estevez, Tony Higgins 
 
Also known as: Nightmare Vacation II (UK VHS) 
 
ANGELA ς "I did my time. Two years of therapy, electroshock, was on every pill you ever 
ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ LΩƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŎǳǊŜŘΦ LŦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƻǳǘΦ 
How do you know so much about me?" 
 
SEAN ς "aȅ ŘŀŘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻǇΦ IŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ heard him the day you got 
out." 
 
ANGELA ς "¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ōŀŘΦ ²ŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ" 
 
Warning: The following review spoils the identity of the killer in the original Sleepaway 
Camp. However, it does not spoil its big twist ending, so if you ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƻƴΣ ǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ 
you watch the original. Which you really should, you know. 
 
Sleepaway Camp caused something of a dilemma. When you end a film in such a shocking, 
outrageous manner, how exactly can you follow that up? Sleepaway Camp II decided the 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩǎ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ 
 
Years after butchering a load of kids in Camp Arawak all those years ago, Angela Baker has 
gone through extensive electro-shock therapy and psychiatric treatment. She decides the 
best thing to do is get a job as a counsellor at a new summer camp called Camp Rolling Hills, 
seeing as everything went so well the last time. 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ !ƴƎŜƭŀ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜƴ-slaughtering out of her system, and 
having been subject to countless mind-ŀƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
nuts. 
 
In her eyes, all teens who commit sins ς be it sex, drugs or just a general lousy attitude ς are 
to be killed as punishment. Preferably in the most imaginatively gruesome way possible. 
 
Since Sleepaway Camp II apparently takes place a number of years after the original, Angela 
is no longer played by Felissa Rose, who was 14 while filming the first film and, at 19, would 
have been a tad young to play a counsellor in the second. If only there was some sort of 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǊƻŎƪ ǎǘŀǊΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ... 
 
Step forward 26-year-ƻƭŘ tŀƳŜƭŀ Ψ.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ {ƛǎǘŜǊΩ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎǘŜŜƴΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ like the impossible 
same-sex love child of The Boss himself and Dave Grohl. Springsteen takes on the role of 



Angela with ƎǳǎǘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƴǳǘŎŀǎŜ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ 
decides to slay a bunch of teenagers. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ villain is less effective without a worthy adversary, and Angela has one in the 
shape of another celebrity sibling, Renee Estevez. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 9Ƴƛƭƛƻ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƭƻǎ Ψ/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ {ƘŜŜƴΩ 9ǎǘŜǾŜȊΣ wŜƴŜŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ 
of energetic, intense performance her brothers are known for ς quite the opposite, in fact ς 
but her timid nature does bring some charm to proceedings and you do want to see her 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ !ƴƎŜƭŀΩǎ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǇǊŜŜΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǎǇǊŜŜΣ ǘƻƻΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ōƻŘȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘ όŜƛƎƘǘŜŜn compared to 
nine) Sleepaway Camp II should keep slasher fans satisfied with an average of one death 
every four minutes. 
 
The various slayings are relatively inventive too, though even the more original offings on 
offer ς a tongue being removed, an outhouǎŜ ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΣ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ŀŎƛŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 
face ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƻǾƛŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎǎ όǘƘŜ ōŜŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪΣ 
ǎŎŀƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨŎǳǊƭƛƴƎ ǘƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜǎΩ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŘύΦ 
 
One area in which the sequel does outdo its predecessor, though, is the development of 
!ƴƎŜƭŀΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭƭȅ ǎƘȅ ƎƛǊƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ film didn't really offer 
much scope for development, Angela is by far a more interesting character this time around. 
 
In a classic example ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛǎƎǳƛŘŜŘ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅΩ ǘǊƻǇŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ !ƴƎŜƭŀΩǎ ƪƛƭƭǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
lecture in which she explains to her victim where they went wrong in life and why they 
ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƛƴŘΣ ōȅ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊǳŘŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘƭȅ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘ 
teens shŜΩǎ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
 
Indeed, when the pure and kind Molly (Estevez) eventually becomes one of the few 
surviving teens, Angela is reluctant to kill her, instead merely tying her up. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ aƻƭƭȅ ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōǎ !ƴƎŜƭŀ ƛƴ the hand in the process that Angela 
ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪΦ άLŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ aƻƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǘƻ 
ƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ άȅƻǳ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘέΦ 
 
At its core Sleepaway Camp II ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŘŀŦǘ Ωулǎ ǎƭŀǎƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƛme (a 
whisker under 80 minutes), a variety of deaths and plenty of horny teen-pleasing nudity. 
 
.ǳǘ ƛƴ !ƴƎŜƭŀ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǾƛƭƭŀƛƴΣ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΣ 
at times, may actually make you feel sorry for her even as she racks up a kill count that goes 
well into double figures. 
 
Of the countless Friday The 13th clones released in the 1980s, this has more going for it than 
most. It has a very different, more jokey vibe to its more disturbing predecessor, but while 
watching the ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǉǳŜƭ LΩŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 
recommend doing that first. 



 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Sleepaway Camp II ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƴŘŀƭƻƴŜ 5±5 ŦǊƻƳ !ƴŎƘƻǊ .ŀȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ LΩŘ 
recommend you buy it as part of the Sleepaway Camp Trilogy DVD box set, which also 
includes the fantastic Sleepaway Camp and the equally silly Sleepaway Camp III: Teenage 
Wasteland (reviewed ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜύΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ .ƭǳ-ray version at the moment but an HD 
ǇǊƛƴǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ тнлǇ ƻƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ-def 
nut it might be worth holding back to see if it gets the Blu-ray treatment one day. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Fun fact: I actually owned a light blue Camp Rolling Hills shirt that belonged to one of the 
extras in the film. Like an idiot, I decided to wear it. Multiple times. Until it got worn out and 
I had to chuck it. Sorry random Sleepaway Camp II extra, your shirt is gone forever. 
 
ω If you haven't read the That Was A Bit Mental Volume 1 ebook yet, you really should: it's 
got reviews of Sleepaway Camp and its recent 'canon' sequel, Return To Sleepaway Camp. 



Sleepaway Camp III: Teenage Wasteland (1989)  
 
Director: Michael A Simpson 
 
Starring: Pamela Springsteen, Tracy Griffith, Michael J Pollard, Mark Oliver 
 
Also known as: Nightmare Vacation III (UK VHS) 
 
CINDY ς "Why are you doing this to me?" 
 
ANGELA ς ".ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŜǊƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ŀ ŦƻǊƴƛŎŀǘƻǊΣ ŀ ŘǊǳƎ ǘŀƪŜǊΣ ŀ ƴŀǎǘȅ ǎƴƻǘǘȅ ōƛƎƻǘΧ 
and ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƴƛŎŜΦϦ 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŀǘ ŀ Ǉǳō ǉǳƛȊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ άǿƘŀǘ Řƻ 
Sleepaway Camp and Back To The Future ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΚέΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǿƻ 
sentences. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΥ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŦǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉǳō ǉǳƛȊΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ 
the public in gŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Sleepaway Camp ǎŜǊƛŜǎΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΥ άbŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƛŎƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
and third movies shot back-to-ōŀŎƪΦέ 
 
Yes, just as Back To The Future Part 2 and Part 3 were filmed in one go then released as 
separate films, shooting on Sleepaway Camp III started almost immediately after its 
predecessor Sleepaway Camp II: Unhappy Campers wrapped. 
 
Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǎ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘ ŀŎǘǊŜǎǎ tŀƳŜƭŀ Ψ.ǊǳŎŜΩǎ {ƛǎǘŜǊΩ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎǘŜŜƴ 
returns ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ !ƴƎŜƭŀ .ŀƪŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŦƛƭƳΣ ƴƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻŎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
directed by the same chap and is, by and large, similar to the second movie. 
 
This time the movie opens with Angela killing an underprivileged teenager and stealing her 
place at Camp New Horizons, a council-funded camp designed to bridge gaps between 
troublesome, poor teens and snotty rich kids. 
 
!ǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƎŀƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƻƭƛƎŀƴǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇǇŜǊ-class 
ǘƻŦŦǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƻ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōǳǎŜ ƛnevitable. And, being the moral soul she is, Angela 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻƻ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ōŀŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΦ ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴΗ 
 
Despite the slight change in plot, Sleepaway Camp III still feels very much like an extension 
of the second film. Ample nudity and cheesy one-liners remain the order of the day, and 
!ƴƎŜƭŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ƘŜǊ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 
increasingly original ways. 
 
Not that you get to see much of them this time, mind. Whereas the second film more or less 
escaped any cuts, almost every death in Sleepaway Camp III was butchered by the MPAA in 



America. Thankfully, these deaths are all reinstated on the DVD version by Anchor Bay, 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻƴǳǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ Ǌŀǘher than integrated back 
into the film. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƘŀƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ hƴŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƛǎ Ƙƛǘ 
by a truck and stuffed into a trash compactor, another is run over by a lawnmower, while 
another is handcuffed then tied to a tree which then drives off, ripping their arms out of 
their sockets. 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƛǎ ƘƻƛǎǘŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŀ ŦƭŀƎǇƻƭŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘΣ 
landing on her head. All grim, but all censored. 
 
LǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛth the various deaths and executing them (pun 
ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘύ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ΨƳƻƴŜȅ ǎƘƻǘǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ 
 
¢ƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭot 
of casual racism in the script, uttered by both rich and poor characters. 
 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƴƎ ƪƛŘǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀ ƘƛǎǇŀƴƛŎΣ ǘƻ άǎǳŎƪ Ƴȅ ŘƛŎƪΣ ǎǇƛŎέΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴ-and-outs, she sneers and 
ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ άŜǿΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ aŜȄƛŎŀƴέΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǳƎƭȅ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǿƪǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
watch. 
 
This aside, Sleepaway Camp III is entertaining enough, ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŀ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŎƻǇȅ 
of the second film. Someone does something morally dubious that pisses off Angela, she 
kills them in a gruesome way with a snarky one-ƭƛƴŜǊΣ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƻ ŦŀŘŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŦǘΦ 
 
Inevitably, this means my advice is fairly dull. Watch Sleepaway Camp II first. If you enjoyed 
ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ LŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳǳƎ ƻŦ ƧƻŜΣ 
ǎǘŀȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŦƛƭƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƘŜǊŜ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ 
jibe) that will change your mind. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
See the 'how to see it' section for Sleepaway Camp II because it's exactly the same situation. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω A total of twelve scenes were trimmed by the MPAA in order to prevent the film from 
getting an X rating. The DVD from Anchor Bay has a special feature showing them all: they're 
all essentially gorier versions of the existing kills in the final cut. 
 
ω Since they were both filmed back to back, Sleepaway Camp II and III re-used a lot of the 
same shooting locations. Although they're meant to be completely different camps, the 
girl's cabin in each film was actually the same one, just laid out in two different ways. 



Snakes On A Train (2006) 
 
Director: Peter Mervis 
 
Starring: AJ Castro, Julia Ruiz, Giovanni Bejarano, Al Galvez 
 
JULIO ς "I respect the old ways and the power of your spells but she needs to see a doctor. 
Someone who can take an x-ray or a blood test. It could save her life." 
 
BRUJO ς "She has snakes. There is no doctor who will see this." 
 
This is another film from The Asylum, the shameless film 'studio' who quickly writes, casts 
and shoots a cash-in film every time a 'proper' popular film is released. 
 
They then stick their shoddy alternative in video shops up and down the country, making 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻŦŦ ŘƻǇŜȅ ǎƻŘǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ōƛƎ-ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǇƛƴƎ ƻǊ 
some kind of official spin-off or sequel. And people like me, of course, who watch them 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊƛǇ-offs and are likely to be tremendously bad. Safe to say, Snakes 
On A Train ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘΦ 
 
LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƛŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ōƛȊŀǊǊŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ {ƻƳŜ Ǝǳȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎƴŜŀƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ 
train and hide out in the cargo hold. His girlfriend is extremely ill, because a curse has been 
put on her, a curse that somehow led to a load of snakes hatching inside her stomach. 
 
Once they get on the train her boyfriend starts the ritual to cure her but things go a bit tits-
up and the snakes get loose on the train, meaning its cast of irritating passengers has to 
start working (mostly) together to sort the situation out. 
 
For the most part Snakes On A Train is silly fun but the performances are generally weak. 
Some scenes also feel a little out of place, such as the disturbing scene in which a creepy 
older chap acting as a drug cop blackmails a young teenager into getting her baps out in 
return for not reporting her drug-smuggling.  Considering the silly tone of the film 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ƻǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƻǊŜ ǘƘǳƳō ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
Other moments are just glorious silliness. The bright red gore is ridiculous and plentiful, with 
plenty of hilarious snake-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǝƻǘ ǘo applaud The Asylum for breaking 
a horror taboo and not necessarily ensuring the safety of the only young child on the train. 
 
By far the most memorable moment of Snakes On A Train ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƻ 
give anything away would be scandalous but the CGI here is fantastically bad and everything 
ƎŜǘ ǎƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǇƛǎǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ 
 
L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ Snakes On A Train as soon as 
you can but if you ever see it listed on TV you should at least give it a watch, safe in the 



ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŎŀǎƘ-in intentions this is actually an entertaining 
enough film. 
 
Two and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
{ǘŜŀŘȅ ƻƴΦ {ǘƛƭƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŘŀƳŀƴǘΣ Snakes On A Train is only available on DVD in the UK and 
US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Here's an odd one. For six years lead actor AJ Castro lent his voice to the WWE series of 
video games. Whereas most of the WWE wrestlers recorded their real voices for the series, 
a handful weren't available to do so. As a result, Castro was the voice of none other than 
John Cena from WWE Smackdown vs Raw 2007 all the way up to WWE 12. 
 
ω The end credits include the admittedly funny message: " No snakes were hurt during the 
production of this screenplay. Only a small child was, but it's cool." 



Spirit Trap (2005 ) 
 
Director: David Smith 
 
Starring: Billie Piper, Luke Mably, Sam Troughton, Emma Catherwood, Alsou 
 
JENNY ς "LǘΩǎ a spirit clock. My mum had one." 
 
ADELE ς "So what does it do? Horoscopes or something?" 
 
JENNY ς "LǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ŎǊŀǇΣ 
really." 
 
True story: as Billie Piper was flying to Romania to film Spirit Trap, she received a call from 
ƘŜǊ ŀƎŜƴǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎƘŜΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ wƻǎŜ ¢ȅƭŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ../Ωǎ ǊŜōƻƻǘ ƻŦ 
Doctor Who. 
 
Excited, Billie turned to her Spirit Trap co-star Sam Troughton to share her good news. 
ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣέ {ŀƳ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ ά.ŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΩслǎΣ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ ¢ǊƻǳƎƘǘƻƴΣ 
played the second DocǘƻǊΦέ 
 
LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŜƘΚ {ƘŀƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Spirit 
Trap is a bucket of gash. 
 
CƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
them they can all move into a massive, creepy house in London. There they meet Tina, the 
ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀƛǊ ƻŦ ŘƻŘƎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊΦ 
 
Conveniently, each student fits perfectly into the Generic Horror Movie Character 
tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ /ƘŀǊǘϰΦ WŜƴƴȅ όtƛǇŜǊύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜǎƻƳŜ ƭŜŀŘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ όǎƘŜΩǎ 
psychic), while Nick (Troughton) is the nicey-nicey chap who becomes the inevitable love 
interest. 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ !ŘŜƭŜΣ ŀƴ ǳƴǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŘǊǳƎ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǘƭȅ ǎŜȄ-
ƳŀŘ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
haemorrhoids by the end. 
 
Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ¢ƛƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ΨƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎΩ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ 
ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǇƻǇ ǎǘŀǊ !ƭǎƻǳ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŘŀŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
100th richest man in Russia (not a joke). 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘƛǘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǘƛǊŜŘ ŎƭƛŎƘŞ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǉƭƻǘ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŀ ƘŀǳƴǘŜŘ ŎƭƻŎƪΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƎƘƻǎǘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΦ DƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ƛǘΩǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŜƘΚ 
 



LƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪ ƛǎ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ-helpful Nick finds 
a small diary trapped inside its mechanism and removes it (of couǊǎŜΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻ 
actually read the diary right away: that would spoil the plot too early). 
 
Once the clock is up and running again, weird things start to happen. Anyone with a horror 
ŎƭƛŎƘŞ ōƛƴƎƻ ŎŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ άƘƻǳǎŜέ ŀǘ some point, as one by one 
the same tired tropes trot out. 
 
One character sees what they think is a ghostly reflection in a mirror, but when they turn 
ǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎǇƻƻƪȅ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƭƻƻǊΦ 
 
A third has spooky dreams about walking through an abandoned college, while Billie Piper 
constantly clings to a special necklace which, predictably, lets her do weird shit. In this case, 
ƛǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŘŜŀŘ ƳǳƳΦ 
 
!ƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƻǳƛƧŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ǎŎŜƴŜ ς a couple, in fact ς which ultimately leads to the 
revelation that the house is hiding a terrible secret and its past is coming back to haunt its 
residents (literally). 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ Spirit Trap ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
Piper aside, ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǊŀƳŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ΨōƻƻΩ ǎŎŀǊŜǎ 
are about as shocking as a knee-length skirt. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ƎƭƛƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ Ψ5ŀǾƛŘ {ƳƛǘƘΩ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƳƻǳǊ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ƘŜΩǎ gone on to direct bigger and better things, ditching his 
generic alias and going by his real name instead... whatever that may be. Indeed, the fact 
that IMDb lists this as his single credit is telling. 
 
The last ten minutes are also relatively interestingΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ΨǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀ ŘŀǊƪ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΩ ǇƛǎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƴŜ ǳƳǇǘŜŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
does at least make for a slightly different take on things. 
 
Lƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛth this, other than for the 
novelty of seeing Billie Piper in her first lead role in the brief period before Doctor Who gave 
her a far bigger stage. 
 
One and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻŘŘ .ƛƭƭƛŜ Piper shrine in your basement 
then you can get it on DVD in the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Russian pop star Alsou, who stars in the film, also hosted the 2009 Eurovision Song 
Contest in Moscow. Starring in a shit film and presenting a weird music show: is there 
anything she can't do? (Spoilers: yes) 
 



ω Sam Troughton, the aforementioned grandson of second Doctor Patrick Troughton, was 
also in Alien vs Predator. Whoever the complete opposite of King Midas is, that's our Sam. 



Suspiria (1997 ) 
 
Director: Dario Argento 
 
Starring: Jessica Harper, Stefania Casini, Flavio Bucci, Barbara Magnolfi, Miguale Bose 
 
άWe must get rid of that bitch of an American girl. Vanish! She must vanish! Make her 
disappear! Understand? Vanish, she must vanish. She must die! Die! Die! Helena, give me 
power. Sickness! Sickness! Away with her! Away with trouble. Death, death, death!έ 
 
I firmly believe that you can take any random single frame from Suspiria's entire 98-minute 
runtime and hang it on your wall as a piece of art. 
 
LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŦƛƭƳǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳǎ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘȅƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎΦ 
 
The film follows Suzy Bannion (Jessica Harper, who had previously starred in Phantom Of 
The ParadiseύΣ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ ōŀƭƭŜǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ 
Germany. 
 
The day after she arrives at the school, Suzy is informed by the staff that one of her fellow 
pupils was brutally murdered the previous night and the police are investigating the 
incident. 
 
It slowly becomes clear that not all is as it seems at the school, not least of all because the 
dorm room is infested with a plague of maggots dripping from the ceiling. 
 
Rumours persist among the students that the school is actually run by a coven of witches, 
partly because it was founded by a suspected witch called Helena Markos. 
 
.ǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ŘŀŦǘ ǊǳƳƻǳǊǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
much of a horror film if it turƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘΦ 
 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻƴ Suspiria'ǎ Ǉƭƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǊƛƻ !ǊƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ 
ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎƛŎŀƭΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻƴŜǎ 
with its startling twists and revelations, thƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Nor is it a brilliant acting showcase, with performances that range from average to 
downright comical, along with the token dubbed dialogue that accompanied most low-
budget Italian cinema at the time. 
 
Instead, you should watch Suspiria becauǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ 
before and ever will. Argento is an artist, drowning his shots in gorgeous, surreal colours 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ōƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇ ŀǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŦƛƭƳΦ 
 



hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜnt process. Although it was shot on 
standard Eastmancolor Kodak film, Argento then tracked down one of the few remaining 
three-strip Technicolor printing machines and printed the film using the old Technicolor 
process from the 1930s and 1940s. 
 
The result is a dreamlike fusion of 70s production values and the over-saturated, vibrant 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŎƛƴŜƳŀ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ Ǝƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩΦ 
 
Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ 
various rooms all have their own stylised look with the walls in particular impressing. When 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ 
Suspiria looks. 
 
It extends to the kills too. This being an Argento film, Suspiria's deaths are unflinchingly 
brutal yet beautiful to look at. Take the first major murder, which sounds grotesque on 
paper. 
 
A young woman has her face pressed against a window until it smashes, is then dragged up 
to the roof of the building and is stabbed numerous times (including a graphic shot of the 
knife penetrating her heart, which then gushes with blood). 
 
! ǊƻǇŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƛŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦΩǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ 
glass window, hanging her in the middle of the grand halƭΦ !ǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ 
massive shards of glass falling from the ceiling also impale another student. 
 
It sounds horrific (and it is) and yet ς ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƪƛƭƭŜǊ 
ς Argento makes it look breathtaking. The stained glass window, the hall, the bright red 
ōƭƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ... ƛǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƘƻǊǊŜƴŘƻǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
made to look so artistically stunning. 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪ ōȅ DƻōƭƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ǇǊƻƎ ǊƻŎƪ ōŀnd that 
ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ !ǊƎŜƴǘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛǇ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ Ƙƻǿ 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ DƻōƭƛƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴŜŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀƴŘΩǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŦƛƭƳ ǎŎƻǊŜǎΦ 
 
I could go on all day about how incredible Suspiria is, but you should really track it down and 
watch it yourself, preferably in HD if you can. The plot is ridiculous, the acting is hokey, but I 
ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƛƭƳǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ 
your life. 
 
Five out of five 
 
How to see it  
Suspiria is currently available on DVD and Blu-ray in the UK courtesy of Cine Excess. Sadly, 
the Blu-Ǌŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǇǊƛŎŜȅ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƛƭƳΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ 
ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 5±5Φ 
 



Bits and pieces 
ω Originally Argento wanted to make it so all the students at the ballet school were 12 years 
old or younger. However, his dad Salvatore Argento, who was the film's producer, told him 
this was a terrible idea because a horror film in which 12-year-old girls were killed would 
almost definitely be banned. Argento changed the story so that the students were 20 
instead, but kept their child-like dialogue. 
 
ω The 'actress' who plays Helena Markos isn't credited in the film. That's because she was a 
random hooker Argento picked up off the streets of Rome. 



Super 8 (2011)  
 
Director: JJ Abrams 
 
Starring: Joel Courtney, Riley Griffiths, Elle Fanning, Kyle Chandler, Ryan Lee, Zach Mills, 
Gabriel Basso 
 
άStop talking about production value, the Air Force is going to kill us.έ 
 
LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻƴ ¢Ƙŀǘ ²ŀǎ ! .ƛǘ aŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŦƛƭƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ The 
Goonies or The Monster Squad any more: films where children act realistically, talk over 
each other, swear from time to time and are in genuine danger throughout their adventure. 
Super 8 is proof that, though rare, these films can still exist in modern cinema. 
 
Set in 1979, Super 8 tells the story of a group of 13-year-olds who meet up on occasion to 
shoot a low-budget zombie film using their Super 8 movie camera. While filming a scene 
near a railway line they manage to catch film of a train speeding past them, colliding with a 
truck on the line and causing the mother of all train crashes. Running over to the truck they 
find their biology teacher behind the wheel, who cryptically tells them that they and their 
families are all going to die if they tell anyone what happened. Little do they know that the 
train contained a huge alien life form: ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴƻǿ ŦǊŜŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŎƘǳŦŦŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ 
been treated, and well up for a shitstorm. 
 
Put bluntly, this film is superb. The first half-hour is charming as you instantly fall in love 
with all the kids in the group (not in that way you maniac). Their dialogue is believable and 
you completely buy into the idea ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ WƻŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳƴƪȅ ŎƘǳƳ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ όǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŦƛƭƳύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
of Alice (the wonderful Elle Fanning) makes things even more entertaining as you see this 
group of yƻǳƴƎ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ōƻȅǎ ǎǿƻƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŎƻƻƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻ 
genuine.  
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ, particularly the train crash. It 
Ƴŀȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƭŀǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ сл ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ Ŧilmmaking (and the Blu-ray 
version knows it, offering a huge sub-menu on the disc filled with sketches, animatics, 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜύΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜƴǘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎ 
and is truly the highlight of the film, which sadly means nothing else in the following 80 
minutes or so can top it. 
 
{ǘƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Super 8Φ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳōǇƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ WƻŜΩǎ ƳǳƳ Ƨǳǎǘ 
a few months before the events of the film adds some much-needed emotion to 
proceedings, especially when it ties into his relationship with Alice and her father. While it 
ŘƻŜǎ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ όǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ǎŎƘƳŀƭǘȊ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘύ ƛǘΩǎ 
worth remembering this is a family sci-fi movie ς ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ Řŀȅ ET ς and as 
such these scenes are to be expected. 
 



My only real concern is the alien itself, which is disappointing. Director JJ Abrams goes down 
the Jaws and Alien route by not showing much of it until near the end of the film, but when 
you finally see it you sort of understand why: ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎΣ ƎŜƴŜǊƛŎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ǎƛȊŜ ƛǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ όŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘ ǎƳŀǎƘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻǇΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
bloody pulp). 
 
Rubbish alien design aside, Super 8 ƛǎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ Ωулǎ {Ǉielberg vibe running through 
ƛǘ ό{ǇƛŜƭōŜǊƎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎύ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ ŀŦŦŀōƭŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƻŦ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ 
who entertain in every single scene. See it. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Super 8 is available on DVD and Blu-ray in the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Stick around after the credits roll in this one: you'll get to see the kids' completed zombie 
movie. 
 
ω It should come as no surprise that the enormous train crash scene in the film was mostly 
CG, but it's perhaps more surprising that it was all more or less improvised with no set 
storyboards ready when filming began. 



Taken (2008)  
 
Director: Pierre Morel 
 
Starring: Liam Neeson, Leland Orser, Famke Janssen, Maggie Grace 
 
άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊe looking for ransom, I can 
ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ L ƘŀǾŜ 
acquired over a very long career. Skills that make me a nightmare for people like you. If you 
ƭŜǘ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ Ǝƻ ƴƻǿΣ ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ōŜ the end of it. I will not look for you, I will not pursue you. 
.ǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳΦέ 
 
Taken is one of those films that chooses to be completely ridiculous from start to finish, has 
absurd levels of action, packs plenty of unrealistic coincidences throughout its plot, leaves 
umpteen gaping plot holes in its wake, then flicks you a folded piece of paper and tells you 
that it contains information on the number of fucks it gives. Then, when it drives off on its 
ŦƭŀƳƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƻǊōƛƪŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŦƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ōƭŀƴƪΦ 
 
[ƛŀƳ bŜŜǎƻƴ Ǉƭŀȅǎ .Ǌȅŀƴ aƛƭƭǎΣ ŀ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ /L! ŀƎŜƴǘ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 
move near his daughter Kim, who lives with his ex-partner (played by Famke Janssen). Since 
he ŎŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ƘƛƳ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ aƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ, 
as ǎƘŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ мт όŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ... Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ by a 25-year-
old). 
 
It turns out his suspicions were spot on when, during a phone call to him, Kim is abducted 
from her French rental apartment by a bunch of Albanians who have dodgy plans for her. I 
ǿƻƴΩǘ get into ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎǎ ōǳǘ ƴŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ нрΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜǊ-so-slightly unrealistic, as Bryan sends the recording 
of the phone call to his CIA buddies and finds out the exact region the kidnappers come 
from. He then heads to Paris to find them, and despite the city having a population of over 
two million people he finds a lead almost instantly. 
 
The rest of the film consists of Mr Neeson working through the speediest investigation in 
film history, effortlessly kicking lumps of shite out ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ōŀŘ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜΩŜǊ-do-wells 
along the way, racking up a higher body count than a mannequin factory in the process. 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǊǳōōƛǎƘ ǎǳō-plot with a wet blanket of a French detective (played by Leland 
Orser) who looks like a third-rate Kevin Spacey and keeps trying to catch Bryan, even though 
ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ 
added to extend the running time a little: all this film is clearly about is Liam Neeson tearing 
shit up. 
 
Taken ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛƴŘƭŜǎǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƳƻǾƛŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƭƭ 
you want to do is switch your brain off and watch an Irishman plough his way through a 



bunch of Albanians in France, and Taken scratches that oddly specific itch perfectly. The 
baddies are so nasty that every broken neck, shot chest and electrocuted pair of thighs (yes, 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅύ ƛǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭ-good romp. And naturally, it all ends well... at 
least, until Taken 2. 
 
Four out of five 
 
How to see it  
Taken is available on both DVD and Blu-ray in the US, and DVD and Blu-ray in the UK too, 
which is nice. The UK also has a DVD double pack with Taken and Taken 2. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Talk about really getting into your role: after starring in Taken, Famke Janssen decided she 
wanted to do her bit in the real-life fight against corruption. As a result she is now the 
Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations Office against Drugs and Crime. 
 
ω You may think Liam Neeson's character is quite the hero, doing whatever he can to rescue 
his daughter. However, throughout the course of Taken he kills a total of 35 people. That's 
35 people who probably had families. Speaking of which... 



Taken 2 (2012)  
 
Director: Olivier Megaton 
 
Starring: Liam Neeson, Maggie Grace, Famke Janssen, Rade Serbedzija 
 
BRYAN ς "If I kill you, your other sons will come and seek revenge?" 
 
MURAD ς "They will." 
 
BRYAN ς "And I will kill them too." 
 
When the hero in an action movie ploughs his way through countless baddies, butchering 
and slaughtering them in the name of our entertainment (as well as whatever cockamamie 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƘƛƳΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύΣ ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǇŀǊŜ ŀ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
recently deceased. 
 
After all, for every nameless terrorist, anonymous criminal and noƴŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǘƘǳƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
mother, a father and maybe even a wife and children somewhere mourning the death of a 
man who may have been a bit of a prick in real life but was always good to them at least. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ in films though, because it 
ƘǳƳŀƴƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ά¸9{Σ ŎƘǳŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧŀƴƴȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŦŦέΦ 
 
This is the thinking behind Taken 2, which takes place a few months after the events of the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳΦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ƳƛƴƻǊ ǎǇƻƛƭŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƘŜŀŘ όƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
reasonably predict yourself though). 
 
After Bryan Mills (Liam Neeson) killed a load of Albanians on the way to his kidnapped 
daughter in the first Taken, the families of the deceased receive the bodies and vow to get 
ǊŜǾŜƴƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
the traditional Taken plot methods (i.e. absurdly unlikely coincidences) they find Bryan on 
holiday in Turkey with his ex-wife (Famke Janssen) and daughter Kim (Maggie Grace). 
 
YƛŘƴŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ς and after all, the last time someone 
ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ōǳǎƭƻŀŘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ς so this time the families of the 
previous villains decide to go straight to the source and kidnap Bryan instead. Oh, and his 
ex-ǿƛŦŜ ǘƻƻΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ decision because it flips the tables around: instead of playing the helpless 
kidnapped daughter, this time Kim is the reluctant heroine, forced to find and rescue her 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
customs (all while wearing a conveniently skimpy bikini, jean shorts and open shirt combo, 
of course). 
 



aƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ 
dad, getting instructions on how to find him and wreck the bloody joint in the process. I lost 
count of how many grenades she throws and car crashes she causes while trying to find her 
old man, and before long my sympathies were split between Kim, her parents and the 
innocent people of Istanbul as their city is subject to countless explosions and road 
accidents. 
 
²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛƭƭŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ǇǳǊŜ ŜǾƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǘǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
conscience as you whoop at Liam Neeson while he stabs, shoots and electrocutes the nasty 
buggers, Taken 2's lead baddie (played well by Rade Serbedzija) does actually turn things 
around a little because you can at least understand his plight a little. 
 
His son was a bad bastard, of that there can be no doubt, but as he puts it he was always 
kind and loving to his family, and as such in his eyes, his innocent child was taken away from 
ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ bŜŜǎƻƴ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ IŜΩǎ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
throughout the film are the perfect example of two wrongs not making a right, but you can 
at least understand his motivation for wanting to kill Neeson: ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƛŎƪ 
for no apparent reason. 
 
Taken 2 Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜŘŜŎŜǎǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭƳ 
ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŧƛƭm (though the final confrontation ends 
nicely). That said, I still look forward to the inevitable third Taken, where no doubt the thing 
being taken this time will be Kim's driver's licence and travel Visa after the people of 
Istanbul complain to the US embassy that she was chucking grenades around and smashing 
up their cars. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Brits can get Taken 2 on DVD, Blu-ray, a snazzy Blu-ray Steelbook or as part of a DVD box set 
or Blu-Ǌŀȅ ōƻȄǎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛƭƳΦ tƘŜǿΦ LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
DVD or Blu-ray ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǘΦ 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Neeson's slightly less ruthless in Taken 2, 'only' killing 30 people compared to the 35 he 
offed in the first movie. Still, 65 murders is quite the rap sheet. 
 
ω At the time of writing Taken 3 is indeed production and set for release in a few weeks. My 
prediction wasn't quite accurate, though: this time Neeson's out to protect his daughter 
from whoever's murdered his ex-wife. What an unlucky bastard. 



Troll Hun ter  (201 0) 
 
Director: Andre Ovredal 
 
Starring: Otto Jespersen, Glenn Tosterud, Johanna Morck, Tomas Larsen 
 
άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘǊƻƭƭǎΦέ 
 
The billboards currently advertising Troll Hunter ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛǘΩǎ άǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
Jurassic ParkΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛǎΣ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ŀǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŦƛƭƳ ς it certainly is ς ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘ ŜȄǇŜŎting a modern 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƛŦ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΥ άA bit like The Blair Witch 
ProjectΣ ƻƴƭȅ ȅƻǳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
Indeed, Troll Hunter's handheld amateur footage looks just like an HD version of Blair Witch 
or Cloverfield, as it follows a trio of Norwegian college students as they film a documentary 
investigating a bunch of mysterious bear killings. Eventually they come across Hans, a 
mysterious chap who it soon emerges is a troll hunter. He agrees to let the filmmakers tag 
along on his hunt, as long as they follow his instructions. But are trolls real, or is he just a 
delusional old dick?  
 
Well, thankfully, the trolls do evenǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ōƭƻƻŘȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΦ LΩƳ 
ƴƻǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ƻŦ /DL ƛƴ ŦƛƭƳǎ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
given the extra difficulties placed on the animators with the unsteady and often grainy 
camera), and when the final troll turns up it just kicks things up another notch. 
 
The faux-documentary gimmick also works pretty well in Troll Hunter. Often this sort of film 
is ruined by the actors failing to give realistic performances, buǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎΥ 
ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǎǿŜŀǊ 
the various interviewees encountered throughout the course of the film were just normal 
people taking part in a documentary. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦƛƭƳΣ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ 
there are some annoyingly unresolved plot points. One character is bitten by a troll fairly 
early on, and near the end the film appears to be building to a twist ending involving the 
result of that bite, but it ultimately never comes to anything. Indeed, the ending in general is 
ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ŀōǊǳǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƭȅ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀ 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜέΦ 
 
Negative points aside, Troll Hunter is one of the better 'uncovered handheld footage' films 
out there, with the superb CGI effects really having a positive impact (check the trailer 
ōŜƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎύΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ-packed as the ads would have 
ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŦǘȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ bƻǊǿŀȅ ǇǊƻǳŘΦ 
 



Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Troll Hunter is available on DVD and Blu-ray in the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω Don't be too surprised if you see a US remake of Troll Hunter sometime in the future. 
Twilight studio Summit Entertainment bought the rights to make an American version of the 
film before the Norwegian one was even released. 
 
ω Four of the actors in the film, including the titular troll hunter himself, are played by 
Norwegian comedians. For comparative purposes, imagine a UK version in which the troll 
hunter is Jimmy Carr. In fact, don't. 



The Tunnel (2011)  
 
Director: Carlo Ledesma 
 
Starring: Bel Delia, Andy Rodoreda, Steve Davis, Luke Arnold 
 
άWe came doǿƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
running scared?έ 
 
CƛƭƳƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǿ-budget 'found 
footage' effort in the style of The Blair Witch Project. Rather than wining and dining 
investors to get them to fund their movie, the Australian chaps behind The Tunnel decided 
to try something different with their '135k Project'. 
 
They worked out that at 24 frames a second their 90-minute movie would contain around 
135,000 individual frames, so after setting up a teaser trailer on their site they asked film 
Ŧŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ϸм ŜŀŎƘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ άƻǿƴŜŘέ ŀ 
piece of the movie. Have a look at the film poster ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ 
of soƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ƛŘŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ όL ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƛǾŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ƻǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŜŦǘύΦ 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻƻΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ The Tunnel is a brilliant little film. 
 
{ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƭƻǿ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ŀ ǎƘƛǘƭƻŀŘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
the war. Suddenly though they decide to scrap the idea, raising the curiosity of Natasha,  a 
TV journalist. The rumoured reason is that lots of homeless live in these tunnels and could 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ōǳǘ bŀǘŀǎƘŀ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘΦ 
 
After interviewing a recently-surfaced homeless man who goes mental when the tunnel is 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΣ bŀǘŀǎƘŀ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
more fellow journalists. The four of them head into the tunnels unauthorised to see if they 
Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǎƘƛǘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƻƭŘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŎƘŀǇǎΦ 
 
The Tunnel is essentially a documentary in which the survivors recap the events through 
talking head interviews, which appear every now and then to break up the Blair Witch-style 
shaky 'found' ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ όŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ 'found' this time, having been offered 
up by the survivors). Despite being fake these interviews are very convincing, thanks to the 
ŎŀǎǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǎƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘout the found footage too ς the lead 
actor had been a real cameraman for 25 years and spent a day teaching the others in the 
group how to speak the jargon of TV journalism so everything would come across as 
believable ς a success, in my opinion. 
 
The tension is handled just right for the most part, with the footage alternating between a 
camera mounted with a light for exploration and dialogue scenes, and a night vision cam for 



the tenser, creepier moments. Imagine if you watched The Blair Witch Project and 
something did actually appear a few times: ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 
There are only two real negatives about The TunnelΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƛƎ ƻƴŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
first is that so much is left unexplained it can be a bit frustrating, because having invested an 
hour and a half into such a well-ƳŀŘŜΣ ǘŜƴǎŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ 
be explained somewhat. 
 
At least The Blair Witch Project took the time to establish a Blair Witch legend at the start of 
the film so that when the weird shit started happening you were able to put together a 
somewhat logical conclusion in your mind as to what had happened. Here weird shit just 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ άǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚέΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ 
planned sequel The Tunnel: Dead End will explain things a little better. 
 
The other big let-down is the ending. The use of talking head sections throughout essentially 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
sure tƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛǾŜ ƻƴŜΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŎƻǇ-out, with 
the heroes in grave danger and seemingly about to be killed one minute, and then the film 
just giving them up and having them escape fairly easily with no proper explanation as to 
how they managed it. 
 
The Tunnel ƛǎ ул ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛƴ 
Glasgow as 'the arse collapsing', with an imagination-free final ten minutes bottling what 
could have been a spectacular conclusion. The build-up and tension created throughout are 
incredible, but the overall feel of the film is soured a little by a hugely disappointing ending. 
That aside, everything leading up to the end still leaves something of a lasting impression 
and as such iǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 'found footage' films of recent times. 
 
Three and a half out of five 
 
How to see it  
The Tunnel is DVD-only and is available in both the UK and US. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω If you don't fancy buying The Tunnel, you can just torrent it. Hang on, put the pitchforks 
down, I'm being serious: the filmmakers have officially released a torrent file allowing you to 
download it for free. 
 
ω Rumblings on The Tunnel's official Facebook page suggest a sequel is on the way. 
Hopefully it'll follow directly on from the end of the first film so that terrible ending can 
evolve into something worthwhile. 



Urban Explorers (2011)  
 
Director: Andy Fetscher 
 
Starring: Nathalie Kelley, Nick Eversman, Klaus Stiglmeier, Max Riemelt 
 
Also known as: The Depraved, Urbex: Urban Explorer 
 
άbƻǿΣ ōƻȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ aǳƧŀƘƛŘŜŜƴ ōǊƛŘŜΗέ 
 
I know That Was A Bit Mental is a film review site rather than a travel blog but take my 
advice anyway: ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ .ŜǊƭƛƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ϵолл ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōǳƴƪŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀŦŜΦ 
 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘs decide to do in Urban Explorers. 
Together with their tour guide Kris, they begin a tour of the abandoned labyrinthine 
ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎ ƭȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŜŎŀȅ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ .ŜǊƭƛƴΦ !ǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻo well. 
 
The odd thing about this film is it throws a lot of red herrings your way throughout. Be 
prepared to forget about a lot of things that occur in the first half of the film because, 
ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǊ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 
Take the scene early on in which the group encounter a trio of nasty chaps with a vicious 
dog. After a tense encounter they leave, never to reappear. Same goes with the impressive 
ǎǘƻǊȅ YǊƛǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ChǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴ ŀǊmy 
ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ƳƻƴƻƭƻƎǳŜ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΩƭƭ ōŜ 
ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇƻƛƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƭŜǎōƛŀƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ 
to form between two characters, shortly before they leave to get help after an 'incident' and 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Urban Explorers is a bad film, though. Thankfully, after this initial 40 
minutes or so of random ideas, encounters and plot points, the proper conflict really take 
shape and things start to get interesting. 
 
A word of warning: ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ Urban Explorers does eventually 
become a fairly gory film. It never quite manages to reach the notorious depths of Hostel or 
the like and the majority of the more gruesome actions happen off-camera but one scene in 
particular near the end, in which (without going into too much detail) a shirtless man has his 
'other shirt' removed and pulled over his head in the goriest wedgie imaginable, will have 
anyone but the most bloodthirsty gorehound wincing. 
 
Parts of it still fall into typical annoying horror clichés. When the eventual bad guy is 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƪƛƭƭ 



ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ while understandable given the 
circumstances, becomes intensely irritating over a fifteen-minute period. 
 
That said, Urban Explorers is still a good deal better than many of the Hostel and The 
Descent ŎƭƻƴŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ Ŧƛnd an identity early on (and 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǘ ƛǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ bŀȊƛ ƭƻƎƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƛǘƭŜǎύΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŀōƭŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
little ideas. 
 
Three out of five 
 
How to see it  
Urban Explorers is available on DVD and Blu-ray in the UK. In America it's DVD-only and is 
available under its alternative title, The Depraved. 
 
Bits and pieces 
ω I'd love to try urban exploration one day, maybe to see some of the abandoned London 
Underground tube stations that were closed many years ago. As long as it's safe and there 
aren't any dodgy bastards living in there as in Urban Explorers, I'd be well up for it. 
 
ω If you're also interested in the exploration of abandoned and unseen locations, check out 
the documentary Urbex on Vimeo. It's an interesting little film in which the filmmaker, 
having reached his lowest ebb in life, finds salvation and inspiration in America's decaying 
and forgotten past. 



The Wasp Woman (1959)  
 
Director: Roger Corman 
 
Starring: Susan Cabot, Michael Mark, Anthony Eisley 
 
ά{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǘΦέ 
 
If I had a penny for every '50s movie that copied the whole 'scientific progress goes boink' 
set-up of The FlyΣ LΩŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ нл-25p to Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L ǎŀȅΣ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΦ 
Either way, The Wasp Woman is one such movie, and while its setting and plot begin 
differently to that of The Fly, things soon start to get very familiar. 
 
After neglecting his job as a beekeeper by instead catching wasps and performing 
experiments on them in his office, the eccentric and elderly Eric Zinthrop is told to piss off 
ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀƴƪȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŀǎǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ όǿŜƭƭΣ ƘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ L ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊύΦ !ǎ 
ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ½ƛƴǘƘǊƻǇ ǎŜŜǎ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
anti-ŀƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ǉǳŜŜƴ ǿŀǎǇǎΩ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ƧŜƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǉǳŜŜƴ ōŜŜΦ 
 
Zinthrop pays an unannounced visit to Starlin, a cosmetic firm in New York, and asks for an 
audience with their owner WŀƴƛŎŜ {ǘŀǊƭƛƴΦ IŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ: a serum that when 
ƛƴƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƎƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
makes it look younger. Stunned, Janice gives him an immediate contract and promises to 
pay him anything he wants to develop and perfect the formula exclusively for her company.  
 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƛƭƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ 'but' ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
pretty big 'but'Φ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘions with it: 
namely, if a human uses it they look a lot younger at first but once it wears off they turn into 
a huge, murderous wasp monster. Better cancel your order for now, Boots. 
 
WŀƴƛŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ƛƳǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀǘ ½ƛƴǘƘǊƻǇΩǎ ǎƭƻǿ progress, she breaks 
ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀō ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƛƴƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǳƳ ƻƴ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘǳƴƴŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ 
youthful looks but at night it wears off and she transforms, killing anyone who happens to 
ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΦ {ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ½ƛƴǘƘǊƻǇΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ just one problem: ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ Ǌǳƴ ƻǾŜǊ 
and is in hospital. Meanwhile, the serum is running low, meaning Janice will soon transform 
ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΦ {ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hƛƭ of Olay, in hindsight. 
 
The Wasp Woman is, as Charles Dickens once (probably) put it, άŘŀŦǘ ŀǎ ŦǳŎƪέΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŎǘƛƴƎΩǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ƘƻǊǊŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
effects are more or less non-ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻƻƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ōŜŀǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ 
poster, the wasp costume in the actual movie is just that: a stupid furry mask with two furry 
gloves. On some scenes, when we see the waspified Janice from behind, we can see where 
her wasp mask ends and her very human neck begins. 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ тр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭƻƴƎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ across it on TV for 
ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ƙǳƴǘ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 










